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| Longob,. March the 29th, ©. 8. 1750. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


O U are now, I ſuppole, at Naples, i in a new ſcene of 
| Virtua, examining all the curiofitics of Herculaneum, 
watching the eruptions of Mount Veſuvius, and ſurvey- 


ing the magnificent churches and public buildings by which 


Naples is diſtinguiſhed. . You have a court there into the bargain, 
which, I hope, you frequent and attend to. Polite manners, a 
verſatility of mind, a complaiſance even to enemies, and the 
volto ſciolto, with the penfieri ftretti, are only to be learned at 


courts ; and muſt be well learned by whoever would either ſhine 


or thrive in them. Though they do not change the nature, 
they ſmooth and ſoften the: manners of mankind, * Vigilance, 
_ dexterity, and flexibility, ſupply the place of natural force; and 
it is the ableſt mind, not the ſtrongeſt body, that prevails there. 
Monſieur and Madame Fogliani will, I am fure, ſhow you all the 
politeneſs of courts, for I know no better bred people than they 
are; domeſticate yourſelf there while you ſtay at Naples, and 
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Jay afide the Engliſh. coldneſs and formality. ou have allo a 
letter to Comte Mahoni, whoſe houſe H hope you frequent, a8 


jt is the reſort of the beſt company; his ſiſter, Madame Bulkeley, 
is now here, and had I knows of your going ſo ſoon to Naples, 
1 would have got you, ex ahundanti, a letter from her to her 
brother. The converſation of the moderns in the evening, is 
full as neceſſary for you, as that of the. ancients in the morning. 
von would do well, while you are at Naples, to read ſome 
very ſhort hiſtory of that kingdom. It has had great variety of 
maſters, and has occaſioned many wars; the general hiſtory of 
which will enable you to \aſk many proper queſtions, and to 
receive uſeful informations in return. Inquire into the manner 
and form of that government, for conſtitution it has none, being 
an abſolute one; but the moſt abſolute governments have certain 
cuſtoms and forms, which are more or leſs obſerved by their 
reſpective tyrants, In China it is the faſhion-for the Emperors, 
abſolute as they are, to govern with juſtice and equity; as in the 
other oriental monarchies it is the cuſtom to govern by violence * 
and cruelty. The King of France, as abſolute, in fact, as/any 
of them, is by cuſtom only more gentle; for I know. of no con 
ſtitutional bar to his will. England is now the only monarchy. 
in the world that can properly be ſaid to have a conſtitution, for 
the people's rights and liberties are ſecured by laws; and I can» 
not reckon Sweden and Poland to be monarchies, thoſe two Kings 
having little more to ſay than the Doge of Venice. Ido nos, 
preſume to ſay any thing of the conſtitution of the Empire to 
you, who are juriſperitarum Ger manicorum facile princess. 
* When you write to me, which, by the way, you do pretty 
ſeldom, tell me rather whom you, ſee, than w hat you fee. Inform 
me of your evening tranſactions and acquaintances] where, and 
how. you, paſs vqur evenings; what. Engliſh people vau- meet 
2 with, 


- 
"ra; 


— 


bg 4 a of 
* „ 
1 N * a 
* A - 
4 
- A * 
| * 5 


. 
. 


Kar rag 0 N s ON. phy if 


3 
with and! a hint of their charactets; what people of learning 
you have-made -acquaintineewith'z2and,-if you will truſt me with 
ſo important an affair, hat bells paſſion inflames you. I intereſt 
myſelf moſt in what perſonally concerns you moſt; and tinꝭ is a 


very critical year in your life. To talle like a. virtuoſo, your 


canvas is, I think, a good one, and Raphael Harte has drawn 
the outlines admirably; nothing is now wanting but the colour - 
ing of Titian, and the Graces, the 9wrbidezze of Guido; but 
that is a great deal. You muſt get them ſoon, or you will never 


get them at all. Per la lingua Italiana, ſono fleuro che lei n adeſſs 


Frofeſſore, ad al punto cb io nom abut Yeo wr alia 15 in een 
_ Je nn. . q4 l 
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London, April the 26th, O. 8. 1750. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


8 your journey to Paris WR and as that period will, 
one way or another, be of infinite conſequence to you, 


my letters will henceforwards be principally calculated for that 


meridian. Vou will be left there to your own difcretion, inſtead: 
of Mr. Hartes; and you will allow! me, I am ſure, to diſtruſt a 
little the diſcretion of eighteen. "You will find in the Academy a 


number of young fellows much leſs diſcreet than yourſelf ; theſe 


will all be your acquaintances; but look about you firſt and in- 
quire into their reſpective characters, before you form any con- 
nections among them; and, ceteris paribus, ſingle out thoſe of the 
moſt oonſiderable rank and family. Show them a diſtinguiſhing 
attention, by which means you will get into their reſpeQive 


houſes,” and keep: the beſt company. All thoſe French young 


fellows are exceſſively. etourdis, be upon your et againſt ſcrapes 
7 3111 rt PE B 2 | 
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4 LORD CHPSTERFIRLDNY 'LETTERS 


and quartels ; have no'corpora: pleaſan tries d with them ho- h 
— no tops de chambriire, which frequently bring on:quark . 
rels;* Be as livehy as they; if you pleaſe, but at the fame time be 
4 little wiſer tban they - As 36 letters, you will find -moſt)\of 
them ignorant; do not reproach them with that "ignorarice, nit 
ine them Aer your ſaperiority. © It is not their faults, they are 
all bred up ftr the army; but, on the other hand, do not allou 
their ignorance and idleneſs to break in upon thofe morning 
hours which you may be able to allot to your ſerious ſtudies. 
No breakfaſtings with them, which conſume a great deal of time; 
but tell them (not magiſterially and ſententiouſſy) that you will 
read two or three hours in the morning, and that for the reft-of 
the day you are very much at their ſervice. Though, by the 
way, 1 hope you will keep wiſer company in the evenings. 18 
J muſt inſiſt upon your never going to what is called the 
Engliſh coffee-houſe at Paris, which is the reſort of all the ſcrub 
Engliſh, and alſo of the fugitive and attainted Scotch and Iriſh: | 
party quarrels, and drunken ſquabbles are very frequent there; 
and I do not know a more degrading place in all Paris. Caffec: 
houſes and taverns are by no means creditable at Paris. Be 
cautiouſly upon your guard againſt the infinite number af fine- 
dreſſed and fine ſpoken chevaliers d indſfris and avamtur ieru, 
which. ſwarm at Paris; and keep every body civilly at arms 
length, whoſe real character or rank you are not previouſly. in- 
formed of. Monſieur le Comte or Monſicur le Chevalier in a 
handſome laced coat, et tròs bien mit, accoſts you at the play, ur 
ſome other public place; he conceives at firſt ſight an infinite 
regard for you, he ſees that you e r firſt di- 
ſtinction, he offers you his ſervices, and wiſhes nothing more 
ardently than to contribute as: far-as may be in his little power to 
JH yon les! th de Paris. He is "Acquainted: with ſome 
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| ladies of cooditions-/744; referent uu fete feilt fable, er 
Lc pci fanpers nimab lar d Hm Fun, A. tumelte 66:0 FEY 
d Parit; and he will withabe, greateſh;pleaſure i imagnit 
able have the honour of introdueing you to theſe ladies of. quality. 
Well, if you ere to accept 
you wtuld find ais rrniſims a handſome, painted, and pd 
ſtrumpet, in a tarniſhed ſiluer or gold ſecond-hand robe; playing 
2 ſham party at cards for liyres with three or four ſharpers well 


Chevalier: The lady aecrives you in the moſt polite and gracious 
manner; and with all thoſe / compliments. de routine which every 
French woman has equally. Though ſhe, loves retirement and 
ſhuns ie grand monde, yet {he conſeſſes herſelf obliged to the 


Marquis ſor having procured her ſo ineſtimable, ſo accompliſhed 
an acquaintance as yourſelf; but her concern is how to amuſe 


you, for ſhe never ſuffers play at her houſe for above a liyre; ij 
you can amuſe yourſelf with that low play till ſupper, à la bonne 


heare; Accordingly you fit down to that little play, at which 


tue good company takes care that you ſhall win fifteen or ſixteen. 


Hrres, which gives them an opportunity of celebrating both your 
good luck, and your good play. Supper comes up, and a good 
one it is, upon the ſtrength of your being to pay for it. La 
Murquiſe en fait las bonmeurs au mieux, talks ſentiments; muri, 


ſome ahlique ogles, which bid you nt deſpair in time. After 
upper pharaon, lanſquenet, or quinze happen accidentally to he 
memtioned: the Chevalier propoſes playing at one of them for 
half an hour z the Marquiſe exclaims againſt it, and vows ſhe 


is come, 2 begins; vou. are cheated, at beſt, of all the 
onal CID? 6 money 


of this Kind offer, and go with him, 


dreſſed enough, and dignified bythe titles of Marquis, Comte, and 


et mdrale; interlarded with enjouẽmant, and accompanied with 


will not ſuffer it, but is at laſt prevailed upon by being aſſured 
que ce ne ſera gue pour. des riens, Then the wiſhed- for moment 
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6 LORD CHESTERPIELDs LETTERS 
money in your pocket, and if you ſtay late, very propably nobel 
of your watch and ſnuff- box, poſſibly murdered for greater ſecw. 
rity. This, I can aſſure you, is mot an exaggerated, but a literal 
deſcription of what happens fevery day to ſome raw and ine xps. 

rienced ſtranger at Paris. | Remember to receive all theſe civil 
gentlemen, who take ſuch a fancy to you at firſt fight, very coldly, 
and! take care always to be previouily engaged, whatever Par ty 
they propoſe to ou. You may happen ſometimes in very great 
and good companies to meet with ſome dexterous gentlemen, who 
they can but engage you to play with them. Therefore lay it 
down as an invariable rule never to play with men, but only 
with women of faſhion, at low play, or with women and men 
mixed. But at the ſame time whenever you are aſked to play 
deeper than you would, do not refuſe it gravely and ſenten- 
tioufly, alledging the Folly of ſtaking what would be very-incon- 
venient to one to loſe, againſt what one does not want to win; 
but parry thoſe invitations ludiorouſly, t en badinant. Say,” that 
if you were ſure to loſe you might poſſibly play, but that as you 
may as well win, you dread [embaras des - ricbeſſes ever {ance you 
have ſeen what an incumbrance they were to poor Harlequin, and 
that therefore you are determined never to venture the winning 
above two Louis a day; this ſort of light trifling way of declin- 
ing invitations. to. vice and folly, is more becoming your age, and. 
at the ſame time more effectual, than grave philoſophical refuſals. 
A young fellow who ſeems to have no will of his own, and who 
does every thing that is aſked of him, is called a very -good<na- 
tured, but at the ſame time is thought a very filly young fellow. 
Act wiſely, upon ſolid principles, and from true motives, but 
keep them to yourſelf, and never talk ſententiouſly. - When 
Jou are invited to drink, ſay that you wiſh you could, but that 
8 2 : 6 
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Pray ſhow great deep, And s yous cout 8 Monfsur 
de la Guériniere; he is well with Prince Charles, and many 'peb-- 
ple of the firſt diſtnewen at Paris; his Cointiien CO win fei 
your character there, not to imemion, chat bir fivobe Gill be of 
ſe to you, in the Academy itſelf. For the reafons which Bind 
tioned! to ye in my lat I wWobld have you. be interne in le 
Academy for the Hrſt fix months ; but after that; I pre you 
che you ſhall have lodgings of J oeh dumm un bote! garni, if 
in the mean time I hear well of you, and that you frequent, and 
are eſttemed in, the beſt French companies. You want: notti 
now, thank God, but exterior advantages, that laſt poliſh, that 


adorn, and give effioacy to, the moſt ſolid merit. Tliey are only 
to be acquired in the beſt companies, and better in the heſt French 
companies than in any other. Lou will not want opportunities, 
for 1 ſhall ſend yon letters, that will eſtabliſn you in the moſt di- 


ſtinguiſhed companies, not only of the ben, monte; but of the - 
1 too. Dedicate therefore, I beg of you, that whole 


beaux efpri 
yeir to your c advantage and final improvement, and do not 
be diverted from thbſe objects by idle diſſipations, low ſedüction, 
or bad example. After that year, do whatever you pleaſe;* 1 


will interfere no longer in your condukt. For 1 am ſure both 4 7 
and*F ſhall be ſafe then. Adieu. ae 
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"RET WR April the zoth, 0. 8. 1750. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 
R Harte, who in all his letters gives you ſome daſh of 
 panegyric, told me in his laſt a thing that pleaſes me ex- 
„4 which was, that at Rome you had conſtantly preſerred 
the eſtabliſhed Italian aſſemblies, to the Engliſh conventicles ſet 
up againſt them by diſſenting Engliſh W That ſhows ſenſe, 
and that you know what you are ſent abroad for, It is of much 
more conſequence to know the  Mores multorum bontinuin than 
the Urbes. Pray continue this judicious conduct wherever you 
go, eſpecially at Paris, where, inſtead of thirty you will find above 
three hundred Engliſh, 1 — and are with no 
one French bod. | 

The life of les M erds Auglur i is es or if you will irre- 50 
wü this. As ſoon as they riſe, which is very late, they 
breakfaſt together, to the utter loſs of two good morning hours. 
Then they go by coach- ſulls to the Palais, the Invalides, and 
Notre-Dame; from thence to the Engliſh coffee-houſe, where 
they make up their tavern party for dinner, From dinnes, where 
they drink quick, they adjaurn i in cluſters to the play, where they 
eroud up the ſtage, dreſt up in very fine clothes, very ill made by 
a Scotch or Iriſh taylor. From the play to the tavern again, 
where they get very drunk, and where they either quarrel among 
| themſelves, or fally forth, commit ſome riot in the ſtreets, and 
are taken vp by the watch. Thoſe who do not ſpeak French be- 
fore they go, are ſure'to learn none there. Their tender vows 
Ire addreſſed to their Iriſh laundreſy unleſs by ohance ſome iti- 


nerant 


* 
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mY Engliſh woman, eloped from her huſband, or her ered: h 


tors, defrauds her of them. Thi thing. return bome, more pe- 
tulant, but not more informed, than when they left it; and 


ſhow, as they think, their me by n vol ſpeak- 
ing and dreſſing in broken French. 


Hunc tu Romane caveto. 
© Contedt yourſelf while you are in Prance ad; aich the 
French; improve yourſelf with the old, divert yourſelf with the 


young; conform chearfully to their cuſtoms, even to their little 
follies, but not to their vices.” Do not however remonſtrate or 


* f 7 8x 


preach againſt them, for remonſtrances do not whit with your age. 


In French companies in general you will not find much learning, 


therefore take care not to brandiſh yours in their faces. People 


hate thoſe who make them feel their own inferiority... Conceal 
all your learning carefully, and reſerye it for the company of les 
Gent 4 Egliſe, or les Gens de Nobe; and even then let them 
rather extort it from you, than find you over willing to draw. it. 
You are then thought, from that ſeeming unwillingneſs, to have 
ſtill more knowledge than it may be you really have, and with 
the additional merit of modeſty into the bargain. A man Who 
talks of, or even hints at, his bones fortunes, is ſeldom believed, 
or if believed, much blamed : whereas a man who conceals.with 
care is often ſuppoſed to have more than he has, and his reputa- 
tion of diſcretion gets him others. It is juſt ſo with a man of 
learning; if he affects to ſhow it, it is queſtioned, and he is rec- 
koned only ſuperficial; but if aſterwards it appears that he really 


has it, he is pronounced a pedant. Real merit of any kind, 4 
ubi eft non poteſi diu celari; it will be diſcovered, and nothing | 


can depreciate it; but a man's exhibiting it bimſelf. It may not 
. be rewarded as it ought, but it 'will always be known. 


Vor. n | & © * You: 
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Von Wil in general find the women of the bean monde at Paris, 
more inflructed' than the men, who are bred up ſingly for the 
army, and thrown into it at twelve or thirteen years old; but 
then that ſort of education, which makes them ignorant of books, 

«nd gives them a great knowledge of the world, an eaſy addreſs, and 
polite manners. 
Faſhion is more tyrannical at Paris than in any other place in 
the world; it governs even more abſolutely than their King, which 
is faying a great deal. The leaſt revolt againſt it is puniſhed by 
proſeription. You mult obſerve, and conform to all the minucies 
of it, if you will be in faſhion there yourſelf ; and if you are not 
in faſhion, you are no-body. Get therefore, at all events, into the 
company of thoſe men and women gui donnent le ton; and though 
at firſt you ſhould be admitted upon that ſhining theatre only as a 
Perſoua muta, perſiſt, perſevere, and you will ſoon have a part 
given you. Take great care never to tell in one company what 
you ſee or hear in another, much leſs to divert the preſent com- 
pany at the expence of the laſt; but let diſcretion and ſecrecy 
be known parts of your character. They will carry you much 
farther, and much ſafer, than, more ſhining talents. Be: 
upon your guard againſt quarrels at Paris; honour is ex- 
tremely nice there, though the afferting of it is exceedingly penal, 
Therefore point de mauvaiſes plaiſanteries, point de jeux de main ) 
et point de raillerie picquante. | 
; Paris is the place in the world where, if you pleaſe you may 
the beſt unite the utile and the dulce. Even your pleaſures will 
be your improvements, if you take them with the people of the 
place, and in high life. From what you have hitherto done every 
where elſe, I have juſt reaſon to believe, that you will do every 
thing that you ought at Paris, Remember that it is your decifive 


moment - 


\ 


moment; hint you do there will be known to thouſands 15 or” 


- and your character there, whatever it is, will get before you here. 
Tou "will meet with it at London. May you and I both have _ 
r ate ene 8 RO <LLT6; 
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London; May the 8th, O. 8. 170 30. 
MV DEAR FRIEND, | 


A the enjoyment of them not unbecoming ; but the danger 
at your age, is miſtaking the object, and ſetting out wrong in the 
purſuit. The character of a man of pleaſure dazzles young eyes; 


they do not ſee their way to it diſtinctly, and fall into vice and 


profſigacy. I remember a ſtrong inſtanee of this a great many 
years ago. A young fellow, determined to. ſhine as a man of 
pleaſure, was at the play, called the Libertine deftroyed, a tranſla- 


tion of le Feftin de Pierre of Moliere's. He was fo ſtruck with 


what he thought the fine character of the Libertine, that he 
ſwore he would be the Libertine deſtroyed.” Some friends aſked 
him, whether he had not better content himſelf with being only 
the Libertine, but without being deftroyed ? to which he an- 
ſwered, with great warmth, © No, for that being deftroyed was 


ec the perſeion of the whole,” This, extravagant as it ſeems in 


this light, is really the caſe of many an unfortunate young fellow, 


who, captivated by the name of pleaſures, ruſhes indiſcriminately, 
and without taſte, into them all, and is finally defroyed. I am 


not ſtoically adviſing, nor parſonically preaching to you, to be a 
ſtoic at your age; far from it: I am pointing out to you the 
paths to pleaſures, and am endeavouring only to quicken and heigh- 

| O 2 | ten 


T your age the love of pleaſures is extremely natural, and 
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_ we chem for you; Enjoy pleaſures, but let them be your own, 


= aud then you will taſte them: but adopt none; truſt to nature 
_ for genuine ones. The pleaſures that you would feel, you muſt 
4 earn; the man who gives himſelf up to all, feels none ſenſibly. 
Sardanapalus, I am convinced, never felt any in his life. _ Thoſe 
only who join ſerious occupations with pleaſures, feel either as 
they ſhould do. Alcibiades, though addicted to the moſt ſhame- 
ful exceſſes, gave ſome time to philoſophy, and ſome to. buſineſs. 
Julius Cæſar joined buſineſs with pleaſure ſo properly, that they 
mutually aſſiſted each other; and, though he was the huſband of all 
the wives at Rome, he found time to be one of the beſt ſcholars, 
almoſt the beſt orator, and abſolutely the beſt general there. An 
uninterrupted life of pleaſures is as inſipid as contemptible. Some 
hours given every day to ſerious buſineſs, muſt whet both the 
. mind and the fenſes, to enjoy thoſe of pleaſure, A ſurfeited 
glutton, an emaciated ſot, and an enervated rotten whore maſter, 
: never enjoy the pleaſures to which they devote themſelves ; but 
they are only ſo many human ſacrifices to falſe Gods, The | 
pleaſures of low life are all of this miſtaken, merely ſenſual, 
and diſgraceful nature; whereas thoſe of high life, and in good 
company (though poſſibly in themſelves not more moral) are more 
4 8 delicate, more refined, leſs dangerous, and leſs diſgraceful ; and, 
in the common courſe of things, not reckoned diſgraceful at all, 
2 In ſhort, pleaſure muſt not, nay, cannot, be the buſineſs of a 
man of ſenſe and character; but it may be, and is, his relief, 
his reward. It is particularly ſo with regard to the women, who 
have the utmoſt contempt for thoſe men, that, having no cha- 
racter nor conſideration with their own ſex, frivolouſly paſs their 
whole time in ruelles, and at zoiletzes. They look upon them 
as their lumber, and remove them whenever they can get better 
furniture. Women chuſe their favourites more by the ear than 


by 


a 2 KT T7 THAT'S 3 801 N. | 
; by any „other of their ſenſes; or eben their unde lt: 
man whom they hear the moſt» commended by the t 


will always be tlie beſt receivetl by them. Such a er 
flatters their vanity, and wanity is their univerfal, if not their 
ſtrongeſt paſſion. /- A diſtinguiſhed ſhining character is irreſiſtible 
with them; they crowd to, nay, they even quarrel for the danger, 
in hopes of the triumph. Though by the way (to uſe a vulgar 
expreſſion) ſhe who conquers only catches a tartar, and becomes 
the flave. of her captive. Mais Ceft la leur aſfuire. Divide your 
time between uſeful occupations, and elegant pleaſures. The. 
morning ſeems to belong to ſtudy, buſineſs, or ſerious: conver- 
ſations with men of learning, and figure; not that I exclude an- 
occaſional hour at a toilette. From ſitting down to dinner, the 
proper buſineſs of the day is pleaſure, unleſs real buſineſs, which 
muſt: never be; poſtponed for pleaſure; happens accidentally. 25 
interfere. In good company, the pleaſures of the table are 

always carried to a certain point of delicacy and ee 


but never to excels and riot. Plays, operas, balls, ſuppers, gay 
converſations in polite and chearful companies, properly conclude- 
the evenings; not to mention the tender looks that you may 


direct, and the ſighs that you may offer, upon theſe ſeveral occa- 
ſions, to ſome propitious or unpropitious female Deity 3 whoſe 
character and manners will neither diſgrace nor corrupt yours. 
This is the life of a man of real ſenſe and pleaſure; and by this 
diſtribution of your time, and choice of your pleaſures, you will 
be equally qualified for the buſy, or the bear! monde. You ſee I 
am not rigid, and do not require that you and I ſhould be of the 
ſame age. What I ſay to you, therefore, ſhould have the more 


weight, as coming from a friend, not a father. But, low. com- 


pany, and their low vices, their indecent riots, and pager 1 
neyer will bear, nor forgive. 
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_ - | TIA two volumes of Treatiſes, in German and 
5 Latin, from Hawkins, with your orders, under your -own-hand, to 
tale care of them for: you which orders I ſhall moſt dutifully 
aud punctually obey ; and: they wait for you in my library, toge- 
cher with your great collection of rare books, which Wu mama 
ome me upon removing from her old houſe. 
I hope you not only keep up, but improve in your ben 
* it will be of great uſe to you when you come into buſineſs, 
and the more ſo, as you will be almoſt the only Engliſhman who 
either can ſpeak or underſtand it. Pray. ſpeak it conſtantly to 
all Germans, wherever you meet them, and you will meet multi- 
tudes of them at Paris. Is Italian now become eaſy and familiar 
to you! Can you ſpeak it with the fame fluency. that you can 
ſpeak German? You cannot conceive what an advantage it will 
give you, 1n negotiations, to poſſeſs Italian, German, and French 
perfectly, ſo as to underſtand all the foroe and fineſſe of thoſe three 
languages. If two men of equal talents negotiate together, he 
who beſt underſtands the language in which the negotiation is 
carried on, will infallibly get the better of the other. The * | 
nification and force of one fingle word is often of gout conſe- 
quence in a treaty, and even in a letter. 


Remember the graces, for without them En 17575 e vana, 
Adieu. a 
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LETTER V; 


Lond 
MY DEAR FRIEND, _ Wo. r7th, 0.8. 1750. 


OUR apprenticeſhip is near out, Wy you are ſoon to ft 
up for Yourſelf ; that approaching moment is a critical one 
for you, and an anxious one for me. A tradeſman who would 
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facoced in his p/n begin by Nabil chilli of = 
grity and good manners; vithout the former, nobody wil go 
to his ſhop at all 3 without the latter, nobody: will go there twice? 


This rule does not exclude. the fair arts of trade. He may fell 
his goods at the beſt price he can, within certain bounds. He 
may avail himſelf of the humour, the whims, and the fantaſtical 


taſtes of his cuſtomers; but what he Warrants to be good muſt 


be really fo, what he ſeriouſly aſſerts muſt be true, or his firſt 
fraudulent profits will ſoon end in a bankruptcy. It is the 
fame in higher life, and in the great buſineſs of the world. A 
man who does not ſolidly eſtabliſh; and really deſerve, a character 
of truth, probity, good manners, and good morals, at his firſt 
ſetting out in the world, may impoſe, and ſhine lie a meteor 
for a very ſhort time, but will very ſoon. vaniſh, and be extin- 
guiſhed with contempt. People eaſily pardon, in young men, 


the leaſt vice of the heart. The heart never grows better by 
age; I fear rather worſe, always harder. A young liar, will be 


an old one; and a young 'knave, wilt only be a greater khave 


as he grows older. But ſhould a bad young heart, accompanied 
with a good head (which, by the way, very ſeldom is the caſe) 
really reform in a more advanced age, from a conſciouſneſs of its 
folly, as well as of its guilt ; ſuch a converſion would only be 
thought prudential and political, but never ſincere. I hope in 


the Solon of all the moral virtues, in actu primo, as . 
gicians call it, is not ſufficient; you muſt have them in acta /e- 


cundo too. Nay, that is not ſufficient neither; you muſt have the 
reputation of them alſo. Vour character in the world muſt be 
built upon that ſolid foundation, or it will ſoon fall, and: upon 
your own * Vou cannot therefore be too careful, too nice, 


too 
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the common irregularities of the ſenſes; but they do not forgive 


God, and I verily believe, that you want no moral virtue. But, 
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\ bs Krupps, in eſtabliſhirig chi character at firſt, upon "which 
1 your hoe depends. Let no converſation, no example, no fa- 
ſhion;” no Jon mot, no ſilly deſire of ſeeming to be above, what 
1 mot ln and many fools, call prejudices, ever tempt you to b 
avow, excuſe, extenuate, or laugh at the leaſt breach of mo- 
rality ; i but ſhow upon all occaſions, and take all occaſions to 
ſhow a deteſtation and abhorrence of it. There, though young, 
you ought to be ſtrict; and there only, while young, it be- 
comes you to be ſtrict and ſevere, But there too, ſpare the 
perſons, while you laſh the crimes, All this relates, as you 
eaſily judge, to the vices of the heart, ſuch as lying, fraud; envy, 
malice, detraction, &c. and, I do not extend it to the 11 6 
frailties of youth, flowing from high ſpirits, and warm blood. It 
would ill become you, at your age, to declaim againſt 6 
and ſententiouſly cenſure, a gallantry, an accidental exceſs of the 
table, a frolic, an inadvertency; no, keep as free from them 
yourſelf as you can; but, ſay nothing againſt them in others. 
They certainly mend by time, often. by reaſon 3 and a mans 
worldly character is not affected by . provided it be 822 in 
all other reſpects. 

To come now to a point of much les, but yet! ſv very EOS 
ee at your firſt ſetting out. Be extremely upon your 
guard againſt vanity, the common failing of unexperienced youth; 
but particularly againſt that kind of vanity, that dubs a man a 
coxcomb; a charaQer which once acquired, is more indelible than 
that of the prieſthood. It is not to be imagined by how many 
different ways vanity defeats its own purpoſes. One man de- 

_ cides peremptorily upon every ſubject, betrays his Ignorance 
upon many, and ſhows a diſguſting preſumption upon the reſt. 
Another defires to appear ſucceſsful among the women; he hints 


at dhe 3 he hy —— from thoſe of the moſt 
diſtin- b 
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| e 1 and beauty, and intimates a particular connec- * oh 


tion with ſome.one 3 if it is true, it is ungenerous; if falſe, it is 


infamous : but-in either caſe he eie the reputation he wants to 


get. Some flatter their vanity, by little extraneous objects, which 


have not the leaſt relation to themſelves ; ſuch as being deſcended 


from, related to, or acquainted - ies people of diſtinguiſhed 


merit, and eminent characters. They talk perpetually of their 


grandfather ſuch-a-one, their uncle ſuch· a· one, and their intimate 


friend, Mr. ſuch. a-· one, whom, poſſibly, they are hardly acquaint- 
ed with. But admitting it all to be as they would have it, what 


then? Have they the more merit for thoſe accidents ? Certaialy | 


not. On the contrary, theit taking up adventitious, proves their 


want of intrinſic merit; a rich man never borrows. I ake this 
rule for granted, as a never- failing one; that you muſt never 


ſeem to affect the character in which you have a mind to ſhine. 
Modeſty is the only ſure bait, - when you angle for praiſe. . The 
affectation of courage will make even a brave man pals only for 
a bully ;- as the affectation of wit will make a man of parts paſs 


for a coxcomb. By this modeſty, do not mean timidity, and 
awkward baſhfulneſs, - On the contrary, be inwardly. firm and 


ſteady; know your own value, whatever it may be, and act 


upon that principle; but take great care to let nobody diſcover, 


that you do know your own value. Whatever real merit you 
have, other people will difeover; and people always magnify their 
own diſcoveries, as they leſſen thoſe of others. TAS 

For God's ſake revolve all theſe things ſeriouſly in your thoughts, 


before you launch out alone into the ocean of Paris, Recollect | 


the obſervations that you have yourſelf made upon mankind, com- 
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pare and connect them with my inſtructions, and then act aher 
matically and conſequentially from them; not au jour la jourmbe: 
Lay your little plan now, which you well hereafter- extend and 
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ihe e er own 6bſervations, and by the advice of thoſe who' 


can never mean to miſlead you ; I mean Mr. Harte and myſelf. 
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T T E R VI. 
London, May the 24th, O. S. 17 50. 


L E 


- MY DEAR FRIEND, 
T RECEIVED yeſterday your letter of the 7th, N. 8. from 
Naples, to which place I find you have travelled claſſically, 
critically, and da virtuoſo. You did right, for whatever is worth 
ſeeing at all, is worth ſeeing well, and better than moſt people ſee 
it. It is a poor and frivolous excuſe, when any thing curious is 
talked of, that one has ſeen, to ſay, I ſaw it, but really I did not 
much mind it. Why did they go to ſee it, if they would not mind 
it? or why would they not mind it when they ſaw it? Now that you 
are at Naples, you paſs part of your time there, en honndte homme, 
da garbato cavaliere, in the court, and the beſt companies, I am 
told that ſtrangers are received with the utmoſt hoſpitality at 
Prince —— que lui il fait bonne chere, et que madame la Princeſſe 
donne chere entiere ; mais que ſa chair eft plus que hazardte ou 
mortifice meme; which in plain Engliſh means, that ſhe is not 
only tender, but rotten. If this be true, as I am pretty ſure it is, 
one may ſay to her in a literal ſenfe, juvenumque prodis, publica 


cura. 

Mr. Harte informs me that you are cloathed in ſumptuous ap- 

parel; a young fellow ſhould be ſo, eſpecially abroad, where fine 

cloaths are ſo generally the faſhion. Next to their being fine, 

$3 Fo they ſhould be well made, and worn eaſily; for a man is only the 
| leſs genteel for a fine coat, if in wearing it he ſhows a regard for it, 

2 | and is not as eaſy in it as if it were a plain one. 
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* thank you for your drawing, which I a Ts den n. 
which I ſhall hang up in a new gallery that I am þui digg at Black 
heath, and very fond of; but Iam ſtill more impatient for another 
copy, which I wonder I have not yet received, I mean the copy of 
your countenance. I believe, were that a whole length, it would Rill 
fall a good deal ſhort of the dimenſions of the drawing after Domi- 
nichino, which you fay is about eight feet high ; and I take you, 
as well as myſelf, to be of the family of the Piccolomini. Mr. Ba- 
thurſt tells me, that he thinks you rather taller than Lam; if &, 
you may very poſſibly get up to five feet eight inches, which I 
would compound for, though I would wiſh you ſive feet ten. In 
truth, what do I not wiſh you, that has a tendency. to perfection? I 
fay a tendency only, for abſolute perfection is not in human nature, 
fo that it would be idle to wiſh it. But I am very willing to com- 
pound ſor your coming nearer to perfection, than the generality of 
your co-temporaries: without a compliment to you, I think you 
bid fair for that. Mr. Harte affirms, (and if it were conſiſtent 
with his character, would I believe ſwear) that you have no vices 
of the heart; you have undoubtedly a ſtock both of ancient and 
modern learning, which, I will venture to ſay, nobody of your 
age has, and which muſt now daily increaſe, do what you will. 
What then do you want towards that practicable degree of per- 
fection which I wiſh you? Nothing, but the knowledge, the turn, 
and the manners of the world; I mean the beau monde. Theſe, 
it is impoſſible that you can yet have quite right; they are not 
given, they muſt be learned. But then, on the other hand, it is 
impoſlible not to acquire them, if one has a mind to them; far 
they are acquired inſenſibly, by keeping good company, if one has 
but the leaſt attention to their characters and manners. Every 
man becomes, to a certain degree, what the people he generally 
converſes with are. He catches their air, their manners, and even 
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their way of thinking. If he obſerves with attention, he will catch 
them ſoon, but if he does not, he will at long run contract them 
inſenſibly. I know nothing in the world but poetry, that is not 
to be acquired by application and care. T he ſum total of this, is a 
very comfortable one for you, as it plainly amounts to this, in 
your favour; that you now want nothing but what even your 
pleaſures, if they are liberal ones, will teach you. I congratulate 
both you and myſelf, upon your being in ſuch a ſituation, that, 
excepting your exerciſes, nothing is now wanting but pleaſures to 
complete you. Take them, but (as T am ſure you will) with 
people of the firſt faſhion, wherever you are, and the buſineſs is 
done; your exerciſes at Paris, which I am ſure you will attend 
to, will ſupple and faſhion your body; and the company you will 
keep there, will, with ſome degree of obſervation on your part, 
ſoon give you their air, addreſs, manners, in ſhort, /e ton de la 
Bonne compagnie. Let not thoſe conſiderations, however, make you 
vain; they are only between you and me: but as they are very 
comfortable ones, they may juſtly give you a manly aſſurance, a 
firmneſs, a ſteadineſs, without which a man can neither be well 
bred, or in any light appear to advantage, or really what he is. 
They may juſtly remove all timidity, awkward baſhfulneſs, low: 
diffidence of one's ſelf, and mean abject complaiſance to every or 
any body's opinion. La Bruyere ſays, very truly, on ne vaut 
dans ce monde, que ce que Fon veut valbir. It is a right principle to 
proceed upon in the world, taking care only to guard: againſt the 
appearances, and outward ſymptoms of vanity. Your whole then,. 
you fee, turns upon the company you keep for the future. I have 
laid you in variety of the beſt at Paris, where, at your arrival, you 
will find a cargo of letters, to very different ſorts of people, as 
beaux ęſprits, ſgavants, et belles dames. Theſe, if you will fre 

quent them, will form you, not only by their examples, but by 
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their advice, 1 enn in private, as I have defined, them 


to do; and conſequengly add to nt 2 have, the only one 


1 1 


thing now needful. * 0 


Pray tell me what Italian books? you; 1 N and pH 


that language is now become familiar to you, Read Arioſto and 
Taflo thorough, and then you will have read all the Italian poets, 


who, in my opinion, are worth. reading, In all events, when 


you get to Paris, take a good Italian maſter to read Italian with 
you three times a week; not only to keep what you have already, 


which you would . Saad forget, but alſo to perfect you in the 
reſt. It is a great pleaſure, as well as a great advantage, to be 
able to ſpeak. to people of all nations, and well, in their own 
language. Aim at perfection in every thing, though in moſt 


things it is unattainable; however, they who aim at it, and 
perſevere, will come much nearer it, than thoſe, whoſe lazi- 
neſs and deſpondency makes them give it up as unattainable. 
Magnis tamen excidit auſis is a degree of praiſe which will always 


attend a noble and ſhining temerity, and a much better ſign 
in a young fellow, than ſerpere humi, tutus nimium rimduſpue | 


JI: For men, as well as women, 
| Born to be controuled, 
| Stoop to the forward and the bold. 


A man who ſets out in the world with real timidity and diffidence, 
has not an equal chance for it; he will be diſcouraged, put by; 
or trampled upon. But, to ſucceed, a man, eſpecially a young 
one, ſhould have inward firmneſs, ſteadineſs, and intrepidity; with 
exterior modeſty, and ſeeming: diffidence. He muſt modeſtly, but 
reſolutely, aſſert his own rights and privileges. Suaviter in modo 
but, fortiter in re. He ſhould have an apparent frankneſs, and 


openneſs, but with inward caution and cloſeneſs, All theſe 


things will come-to-you by. trequenting and obſerving, good.com+ 
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pany. Ai by good company I mean that fort of company, 
which is called good company by even body of chat place. 
When all this is over, we ſhall meet; and then we will talk over, 
the d rite, the various little finiſhing ſtrokes, which converſation 
arid goquaintance occaſionally fuggeſt, and which cannot be 

Tell Mr. Harte that I have received his two letters of the 2d 
and 8th, N. 8. which, as ſoon as I have received a third, I will 
anſwer. Adieu, my dear | I find you will do. 


L E T 1 E R VII. 


London, the th, O. S. 1750. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, lee the 5 We 


 - Have received your picture, which I have long waited for with 

| impatience ; I wanted to ſee your countenance, from whence 
I am very apt, as I believe moſt people are, to form ſome general 
opinion of the mind. Tf the painter has taken you, as well as he 
has done Mr. Harte, (for his picture is by far the mot like I ever 
ſaw in my life) I draw good concluſions from your countenance, 
which has both ſpirit and ſineſſe in it. In bulk you are pretty well 
increaſed fince I faw you ; if your height is not increaſed in pro- 
portion, I deſire that you will make haſte to complete it. Seriouſ- 
ly, I believe that your exerciſes at Paris will make you ſhoot up to 
a good ſize; your legs, by all accounts, ſeem to promiſe it. Dancing 

_ excepted, the wholeſome part, is the beſt part of thoſe academical 
exerciſes. Ils degraiſſent leur homme. A propos of exerciſes ; I 
have prepared every thing for your reception at Monfieur de la 
Gueriniere's, and your room, &c. will be ready at your arrival. 


I am ſure you muſt be ſenſible how much better it will be for you 
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to be interne in the a, for the firſt fix or ſeven months at 
leaſt, than to be en hotel garni, at ſome diſtance from it, and 
obliged to go to it every morning, let the weather be what it will, 
not to mention the loſs of time too; beſides, by living and board- 
ing in the Academy, you will make an acquaintance with balf the 
young fellows of faſhion at Paris; and in a very little while be 
looked upon as one. of. them in all French companies; an ad- 
vantage that has never yet happened to any one Engliſhman that 
I have known. I am ſure you do not ſuppoſe that the difference 
of the expence, which is but a trifle, has any weight with me in 
this refolution. You have the French language ſo perfectly, and 
you will acquire the French faurnure ſo ſoon, that I do not 
know any body likely to paſs their time ſo well at Paris as your- 
ſelf. Our young countrymen have generally too little French, and 
too bad addreſs, either to preſent themſelves, or be well received 
in the beſt French companies; and, as a proof of it, there is no 
one inftance of an Engliſhman's having ever been ſuſpected of a 
gallantry with a French woman of condition, though every French 
woman of condition is more than ſuſpected of having a gallantry. - 
But they take up with the diſgraceful and dangerous commerce of 
proſtitutes, actreſſes, dancing women, and that ſort of traſh ; 
though, if they had common addrefs, better atchievements would 
be extremely eaſy. Un arrangement, which is in plain Engliſh a 
gallantry, is, at Paris, as neceſſary a part of a woman of faſhion's 
eſtabliſhment, as her houſe, table, coach, &c. A young fellow 
muſt therefore be a very awkward one, to be reduced to, or of a 
very fangular taſte, to prefer drabs and danger to a commerce (in 
the courſe of the world not diſgraceful) with a woman of health, 
education, and rank. Nothing {inks a young man into low com- 
pany, both of women and men, ſo ſurely as timidity, and diffi- 
dence of himſelf. If he thinks that he ſhall not, he may depend 


upon 
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upon it, he will not pleaſe, But with proper endeavours to pleaſe, 
and a degree of perſuaſion that he ſhall, it is almoſt certain that 
he will. How many people does one meet with every where, who, 
with very moderate parts, and very little knowledge, puſh them- 
ſelves pretty far, ſingly by being ſanguine, enterprizing, and per- 
fevering? They will take no denial from man or woman; difficul- 
ties do not diſcourage them; repulſed twice or thrice, they rally, 
they charge again, and nine times in ten prevail at laſt. The 
ſame means will much ſooner, and more certainly, attain the ſame 
ends, with your parts and knowledge. You have a fund, to be 
ſanguine upon, and good forces to rally. In buſineſs, (talents ſup- 
poſed) nothing is more effectual, or ſucceſsful, than a good, though 
concealed, opinion of one's ſelf, a firm reſolution, and an un- 
wearied perſeverance. None but madmen attempt impoſſibilities; 
and whatever is poſſible, is one way or another to be brought 
about. If one method fails, try another, and ſuit your methods 
to the characters you have to do with. At the treaty of the Pyre- 
n&es, which Cardinal Mazarin, and Don Louis de Haro, concluded, 
dans / Iſie des Faiſans; the latter carried ſome very important 
points by his conſtant and cool perſeverance. 13 
The Cardinal had all the Italian vivacity and impatience; Don 
Louis all the Spaniſh phlegm and tenaciouſneſs. The point which 
the Cardinal had moſt at heart was, to hinder the re- eſtabliſhment 
of the Prince of Conde, his implacable enemy; but he was in haſte 
to.conclude, and impatient to return to court, where abſence is 
always dangerous. Don Louis obſerved this, and /never failed at 
every conference to bring the affair of the Prince of Conde upon 
the tapis. The Cardinal for ſome time refuſed even to treat 
upon it ; Don Louis, with the ſame ſens froid, as conſtantly per- 
faſted, till he at laſt prevailed ; contrary to the. intentions and the 
intereſt both of the Cardinal and of his court. Senſe muſt di- 
2 2 liaguſn 


O HIS SON. ay 
ſtinguiſh between hin is impoſſible, and what is 427 difficult; 
and ſpirit and perſeverance will get the better of the latter. Every 
man is to be had one way or another, and every woman almoſt 
any way, I muſt not omit one thing, which is previouſly neceſ- 
fary to this, and indeed to every thing elſe ; which is attention, 
a flexibility of attention; never to be wholly engroſſed by any paſt 
or future object, but inſtantly directed to the preſent one, be it 
what it will. An abſent man can make but few obſervations ; 
and thoſe will be disjointed and imperfect ones, as half the circum- 
ſtances muſt neceſſarily eſcape him. He can purſue nothing 
ſteadily, becauſe his abſences make him loſe his way. They are 
very diſagreeable, and hardly to be tolerated in old-age; but, in 
youth, they cannot be forgiven. If you find that you have the 
leaſt tendency to them, pray watch yourſelf very carefully, and 
you may prevent them now ; but if you let them grow into a ha- 
bit, you will find it very difficult to cure them hereafter ; =_ a 

worſe diſtemper I do not know. 

I heard with great ſatisfaction the other day, from one who bas 
been lately at Rome, that nobody was better received, in the beſt 
companies, than yourſelf, The ſame thing, I dare ſay, will hap- 

pen to you at Paris ; where they are particularly kind to all ſtran- 
gers, who will be civil to them, and ſhow a defire of pleafing. 
But they muſt be flattered a little, not only by words, but by a 
ſeeming preference given to their country, their manners, and their 
cuſtoms ; which is but a very ſmall price to pay for a very good 


reception, Were I in Africa, I would pay it to a negrd for bis 
n Adieu. 
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| | London, Jour the rrth; O. 8. . 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 0 


H E Preſident Menkefqiden (whom: you will be acquainted 
with at Paris) after having laid down in his book, de 
I Efprit des Loix, the nature and principles of the three different 
kinds of government, viz. the democratical, the monarchical, 
and the deſpotic; treats of the education neceſſary for each re- 
ſpective form. His chapter upon the education proper for the 
monarchical, I thought worth tranſcribing, and ſending to you. 
You will obſerve that the Da which 1 has in Dy wid is 
France. | | 
ce n'eſt point dans les ae ds ou Dow infiruic 
Ienfance, que Von regoit dans les monarchies la principale edu- 
cation; c'eſt lorſque Von entre dans le monde que l education en 
quelque fagon commence. La eſt Fecole de ce que on appelle 
Thonneur, ce maitre univerſel, qui doit partout nous conduire. 
OCieſt la que Von voit et que l'on entend toujours dire trois 
choſes, qu'il faut mettre dans les vertus une certaine nohleſſe, 
dans les mœurs une certaine franchiſe, dans les manieres une 
certaine Paliteſſe. Be OR 
Les vertus qu'on nous y montre ſont toujours r moins ce que 
'on doit aux autres, que ce que Ton fe doit a loi-mEme, elles 
ne 


* 


N 


ll % 
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In monarchies the Principal branch of education is not taught in colleges or 
academies. It commences, in ſome meaſure, at our ſetting out in the world; for this 
is the ſchool of what we call honor, that univerſal preceptor, which ought every where. 
to be our guide. 

Here it is that we conſtantly hear three Ne or maxims, viz, that we ſhould have a. 

- certain nobleneſs in our virtues, a kind of frankneſs ia our morals, and a particular 

politeneſs in our behaviour. 7 | 

The virtues we are here taught, are leſs what we owe to others, than to ourſelyes; 
they, 


TO nns s OR. 2 


ne ſont pas tant ee qui nous appel le vers nos « concitoyens, que ce 
* nous en diſtingue. | 


On n'y juge pas les actions des hommes commes bonnes, mais 


comme belles; comme juſtes, mais comme. ane comme 
eee mais comme extraordinaires. * 

Des que honneut y peut trouver quelque choſe de obi ! il 
eſt ou le juge * les mn Oe mp ou le OE: on les 
Wm pi 

II permet la ee a qu'elle eſt unie A Fidee du ſenti- 
ment du cœur, ou a Videe de conquete 3 ; et c'eſt la vraie raiſon 
pour laquelle les mœurs ne font jamais fi pures dans les mo- 
narchies, que dans les gouvernemens republicains. 

Il permet la ruſe, lorſqu'elle eſt jointe a Videe de la ado 
de Veſprit ou de la grandeur des affaires, comme dans 1 wu 
tique dont les fineſſes ne Voffenſent pas. 

Il ne defend 'Padulation que large elle eſt t de Tide 


dune grande fortune, et n'eſt j Nn qu' au ſentiment de fa . 
baſſeſſe. 


E 2 N 


[| 


Dow. are. 1 pick what draws us rowards ſociety, as what diftingulhes v us From our 


fellow citizens. 


Here the s of men are zd not as virtuous, but as Shining - not as juſt, 
but as great; not as reaſonable, but as extraordinary. 


When honour here meets with any thing noble in our actions, it is either a judge 
that approves them, or a ſophiſter by whom they are excuſed. 


It allows of gallantry, when united with the idea of ſenſible affection, or with that of | 


conqueſt; this is the reaſon why we never meet with ſo a a purity of morals in 
monarchies, as in republican governments. 

It allows of cunning and craft, when joined wich the notion of greatneſs of ſoul or 
importance of affairs; as, for inſtance, in politics, with whoſe fineſſes it is far from 
being offended, 


It does not forbid adulation, but when ſeparate fin the idea of a lags fortune, and 
connected only with the ſenſe of our mean condition, 


With 
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,.; A.;legard; des, mœurs, j ai dit que I'education des monarchies 
doit y mettre une certaine franchiſe, On y veut donc de la verite 
dans les diſcours. Mais eſt- ce par amour pour elle? point du' tout. 
On la veut parce qu un homme qui eſt accoutume ala dire paroit 
etre hardi et libre. En effet, un tel homme ſemble ne dẽpendre 
que des choſes, et non pas de la maniere dont un autre les 
regoit. | 
C'eſt ce qui fait qu'autant que ron y r cette eſpece 


de franchiſe, autant on y mepriſe celle du min _ n'a que la 
verité et la ſimplicitè pour objet. 


une certaine politeſſe. Les hommes nes pour vivre enſemble, 
ſont nés auſſi pour ſe. plaire; et celui qui n' obſerveroit pas les 


bienſtances, choquant tous ceux avec qui il vivroit, ſe décrẽdi- 


teroit au point qu'il deviendroit incapable de faire aucun bien. 
Mais ce n' eſt pas d'une ſource ſi pure que la politeſſe a cou- 
time de tirer ſon origine. Elle na de Venvie de fe diſlinguer. 


C'eſt 


With regard to morals, I have obſerved, that the education of monarchies ought to 
admit of a certain frankneſs and open carriage. Truth therefore in converſation is here 
a neceſſary point. But is it for the ſake of truth? By no means. Truth is requiſite 
only, becauſe a perſon habituated to veracity has an air of boldneſs and freedom. And 

indeed, a man of this ftamp ſeems to lay a ſtreſs only on the things ame not on 
the tnanner in which they are received. 

Hence it is, that in proportion as this kind of frankneſs is commended; that of the 
common people is deſpiſed, which has nothing but truth and ſimplicity for its object. 


In fine, the education of monarchies requires a certain politeneſs. of behaviour, 


Man, a ſociable animal, is formed to pleaſe in ſociety; and a perſon that would break 


through the rules of decency, ſo as to ſhock thoſe he converſed with, would loſe the 
public efteem, and become incapable of doing any good. 


But politeneſs, generally ſpeaking, does not derive its original from fo pure a ſource. 
It riſes from a deſire of diſtinguiſhing ourſelves. It's Py nee e we 


Enfin I'education dans les monarchies exige FR les . 
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C'eſt: par orgueil q ue nous ſommes polis: nous nous ſentons 
flatés d'avoir des manieres que prouvent qui nous ne ſommes pas 
dans la baſſeſſe, et que nous n' avons pas vecu/avee' vette ſhrw'de 
good que Von a abandonnes dans tous les ages, | 

Dans les monarchies: la politefſe eſt naturaliſte à et Un 
homie exceſſivement grand rend tous les autres petits. De la 
les egards que l'on doit a tout le monde; de-la nait la politeſſe, 
qui flatte autant ceux qui ſont polis que ceux à VeEgard de qui ils 
le ſont, parce qu elle fait comprendre i on eſt de la n ou 
qu'on eſt digne d'en tre. 


9 


Lair de la cour conſiſte a quitter {a grandeur propre pour une 


grandeur empruntte. Celle- ci flatte plus un courtiſan que la 


fienne m&me. Elle donne une certaine modeſtie ſuperbe qui ſe 
 r&pand au- loin, mais dont I' orgueil diminue inſenſiblement, a 


proportion de la diftance ou Von eſt de la ſource de cette grandeur. 


On trouve a la cour une delicatefie de gout en toutes choſes, 
qui vient d'un Ar continuel des ſuperfluites d'une grande 
fortune, de la varietè et ſurtout de la laſſitude des plaiſirs, de la 

2 ; 


are flattered with being taken notice of for a behaviour that ſhews we are not of a mean 


condition, and that we have not been bred up. with thoſe who in all ages are conſidered: 
as the ſcum of the people. 


Politeneſs, in monarchies, is naturaliſed at court, one man exceſſively great renders 
every body elſe little. Hence that regard, which is paid to our fellow ſubjects; hence 
that politeneſs, equally pleaſing to thoſe by whom, as to thoſe towards whom, it is 
practiſed; becauſe it gives people to underſtand, that a perſon actually belongs, or at 


leaſt deſerves to belong, to the court. 


A court air conſiſts in quitting a real for a borrowed greatneſs. The latter pleaſes. 
the courtier more than the former. It inſpires him with a certain diſdainful modeſty, 
which ſhews itſelf externally, but whoſe pride inſenſibly diminiſhes in r to its 


diſtance from the ſource of this greatneſs. 


At court we find a delicacy of taſte in eyery thing, a delicacy ariſing from the conſtant: 
uſe of the ſuperfluities of life, from the variety, and eſpecially the ſatiety of pleaſures, , 


from 
+ 
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1 agreables y ſont toujours regues. 
O' eſt ſur toutes ces choſes que Waun ſe 3 pour PR 


ce qu'on appelle Yhonnete homme, qui a toutes les m__ et 
toutes les vertus que l'on demande dans ce gouvernement. 

La, Vhonneur ſe melant par- tout entre dans toutes les a 
de penſer et toutes les manieres de ſentir, et n mème les 
principes. F ME} 

Cet honneur bifarre fait que les vertus ne font que ce qu veut 


et comme il les veut; il met de ſon chef des regles à tout ce qui 


nous eſt preſcrit; il Etend ou il borne nos devoirs a fa fantaiſie, 
ſoit qu'ils ajent leur ſource dans la — dans la Pie, ou 
dans la morale. 

Il n'y a rien dans la monarchic que les loix, la RENE et 
Thonneur preſcrivent tant que Vobeiflance aux yolontes du Prince: 
mais cet honneur nous dicte que le Prince ne doit jamais nous 
preſcrire une action qui nous deſhonore, parce qu elle nous ren- 
droit incapable de le ſervir. 


Gruillon 


1 the multiplicity and even corn of fancies,” which, if they are but agreeable, 
are ſure of being well received. 

Theſe are the things which properly fall within the province of education, i in order to 
form what we call a man of honour, a man nn of all the 3 and virtues 
requiſite in this kind of government. 

Heere it is that honour interferes with every thing, mixing even with people s manner 
of thinking, and directing their very principles. 

To this whimſical honour it is owing that the virtues are only juſt what it pleaſes; it 
adds rules of its own invention to every thing preſcribed to us; it extends or limits our 
duties according to its own fancy, whether they ge from religion, politics, or 
morality. | 

There is nothing ſo ſtrongly inculcated | in monarchies, by the laws, by religion, and 
Honour, as ſubmiſſion to the Prince's will; but this very honour teils us, that the Prince 


never ought to command a difnonourable action, becauſe this would render us incapable 
of OE him, 


2 C rillon 


multiplicité, de la confuſion meme des e, 121 a e | 
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mW Gruillon . &aflafliner le Due de Guiſe Mais il offt & Henri 


Trois de ſe battre contre lui. Apreès la Saint Barthelemi, Oharles 


Neuf ayant berit A tous les gouvenevurs' de faire maſſacre? les Hu- 
guenots, le Vicomte Dorte, qui commandoit dans Bayonne,” Eerivit 
au Roi : “ Sire; je n'ai 'trouve-parmi les habitans et les gens de 
4 guerre, que de bons citoyens, de braves ſoldats, et pas un bour- 


«.reau; ainſi eux et moi ſupplions votre Majeſtè d employer nos 
« bras et nos vies à choſes faiſables,” Ce grand et T_T 


courage regardoit une lachete oomme une choſe impoſſible. 
Il n'y a rien que: I'honneur preſcrive plus à la Nobleſſe, que de 
ſerrir le Prince d la guerre. En effet, c'eſt la profeſſion diſtinguee, 


parce que ſes haſards, ſes ſucces, et ſes malheurs meme' conduiſent à 
Mais en impoſant cette loi, Ihonneur veut en tre 
Tarbitre, et s il ſe trouve e il exige ou n qu'on le retire 


la grandeur. 


eber ſoi. 


IF veut qu'on puiſſe indifferemment aſviter aux emplois ou les 


refuſer ; "7 il tient cette liberte au deſſus le la fortune n meme. 
— e101 i 31 | . 
1300810 [14 280 51141 
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F Cxulon refuſed to aſſaſſinate the duke of Guiſe, but offered to fghit him. After the 


maſſacpę o St., Bartholomew, Charles IX. having ſent orders to the governors in the 


ſeyeral pr vinces for the Hugonots to be murdered, - Viſcount Dorte, who commanded 
at Bayonne, wrote thus to the king: Sire, among the inhabitants of this town, and your 


Majeſty” Serbops, I could not find ſo much as one executioner; they are honeſt citizens 
and brpve ſoldiers, We jointly therefore beſcech your Majeſty to command our arms 
and lives in things that are practicable. This n and generous ſoul looked on a 


baſe action jas a thing impoſſible. 


FThere is nothing that honour more ſtrongly recommends to the Nobility, than to ſerve 


their Prince in a military capacity. And indeed this is their favourite profeſſion, be- 
cauſe its dangers, its ſucceſs, and even its miſcarriages, are the road to grandeur, Yet 


this very. law of its own making, honour chuſes to explain; and in on of 15 WATER: ) 


it requires or permits us to retire. 


It inſiſts allo that we ſhould be at liberty either. to cel or wo nje employments; a 


liberty, which it n even to een n 
1.4 44 03D: Cant ; WES Honour 
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L honneur a donc ſes regles fupremesy et i ¶Muentioneſt obligle 
* ne iter Lees principales (or, qu il nous eſt biewm peumil 
de faire cas de nõôtre fortune, mais qu'il nous a ſouverainement 
defendu den. faire aucun de notre vie. n DOE 2301, UE Dk 
La ſeconde eſt, que lorſque nous ayons t6 une a phase dans 
un rang, nous ne devons rien faire ni ſouffrir qui faſſe voir que 


Y ' 38D 
nous nous tenons inftrieurs à ce rang mm. aw 3841) 


La troifieme, que les choſes que I'honneur defend, ſont / plas 
rigoureuſement defendues, lotſque les Loix ne ede point 
à les proſcrire, et que celles qu il exige ſont plus Nn exigles, 
lorſque les Loix ne le demandent pas. bh in doe 

iq nn 

Though our government e pho * the 1 
inaſmuch as we have fixed laws, and conſtitutional, barxiers, for the 
ſecurity of our liberties and properties; yet the Preſident's obſer- 
vations hold pretty near as true in England, as in France. ene 
Monarchies may differ a good deal, Kings differ yery/litge. I. 
who are abſolute defire to continue ſo, and thoſe — 
deavour to become ſo; hence, the ſame maxims and *manners 
almoſt in all courts : e and profuſion encouraged, 
the one to fink the people into indolences the other auto poverty; 
conſequently into dependency. The cqutt is called; the world 


here, as well as at Paris; and nothing more is meant, by ſaying 
that a man knows the world, than that he knows courts In all 


Honour therefore has its fopyent laws, to which catenioÞis Ugra tb toda. 


The chief of theſe are, that we are permitted to ſet a value 1 our fortune, but dre 
abſolutely forbidden to ſet any upon our lives. 


; tal 'y *4T'; i 117 190 v 5215 
The ſecond is, that when we. are raiſed to a poſt or prefe 51 Gs — tant = - 1 


or permit any thing, which may ſeem to * that we look Upon” ourſelves as inferior 
| to the rank we hold. 3111 1934 43087 UW ARES 272217 


The third is, chat thoſe things which e forbids, axe more rigorouſy 80 125 9. 
when the laws do not concur in the prohibition; and eg commands, aug * 


ſtrongly inſiſted upon, when they happen not to be commanded by law. 
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courts you muſt expect to meet with connections without friend- 
ſhip, enmities without hatred, honour without virtue, appearances 
ſaved, and realities ſacrificed; good manners, with bad morals ; 

and all vice and virtue ſo diſduiſed, that whoever has only render 
ed upon both, would know neither, when he firſt met them at 
court, It is well that you ſhould know the map of that country, 


that when you come to travel in it, you may do it with greater 
WN 

From all this, y you | will of yourſelf low this 1 concluſion, 
that you are in truth but now going to the great and important 
ſchool, the world; to which Weſtminſter and Leipſig were only 
the little preparatory ſchools, as Mary-le-bone, Wandſor, &c. are 
to them. What you have already acquired, will only place you 

in the ſecond form of this new ſchool, inſtead of the firſt, But if 

you intend, as I ſuppoſe you do, to get into the ſhell, you have 

very different things to learn from Latin and Greek; and which 
require much more ſagacity and attention, than thoſe two dead 

languages : the language of pure and fimple nature, the lan- 

guage of nature variouſly modified, and corrupted by paſſions, pre- 

Judices, and habits : the language of ſimulation, and diſſimulation ; 

very hard, but very neceſſary to decypher. Homer has not half 

ſo many, nor ſo difficult dialects, as the great book of the ſchool 

you are now going to. Obſerve therefore progreſſively, and with | 

the greateſt attention, what the beſt ſcholars in the form immedi- bs 

ately above you do, and ſo an. til you get into the ſhell er 


Adieu. 


Pray tell Mr. Harte that I have received his letter of the 25th 
May N. S. and that I adviſe him never to take the Engliſh news- 
writers literally, who never yet inſerted any one thing quite right. 
I have both his patent and his mandamus, in both which he is 
wer, let the news · papers call him what _ny pleaſe. 
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MY DEAR FRIEND. | F 
SHOULD not deſerve * uppen in return 086 you, if 
I did not freely and explicitly 'inform you of every corrigible 
defect, which I may either hear of, ſuſpect, or at any time diſcover 
in you. Thoſe who in the common courſe of the world' will call 
themſelves your friends; or whom, according to the common no- 
tions of friendſhip, you may poſſibly think ſuch, will never tell 
you of your faults, ſtill leſs of your weakneſſes. But on the con- 
trary, more defirous to make you their friend, than to prove them- 
ſelves yours, they will flatter both, and, in truth, not be ſorry for 
either. - Interiorly, moſt people enjoy the inferiority" of their - beſt 
friends. The uſeful and effential part of friendſhip, to you, is re- 
ſerved ſingly for Mr. Harte and myſelf; our relations to you 
ſtand pure, and unſuſpected of all private views. In whatever we 
ſay to you, we can have no intereſt but yours. We can have no 
competition, no jealouſy, no ſecret envy or malignity. We are 
therefore authoriſed to repreſent, adviſe, and remonſtrate; and 
your reaſon muſt tell you at you n to er to, and 
believe us. | 63 ax © 
I am credibly informed, chal: there is ſtill a Cala hiteh 
or hobble in your enunciation; and that when you ſpeak: faſt, you 
- ſometimes ſpeak oninteltigibly; I have formerly and frequenty 
laid my thoughts before you ſo fully upon this ſubject, chat I can 
ſay nothing new upon it now. I muſt therefore only repeat;ithat 
your whole depends upon it; Vour trade is to ſpeak- well; >both 
in public and in private. The manner of * ſpeaking is fo!l 


as 


r 
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as important as the matter, as more people have ears to be tickled, 
than underſtandings to judge. yout productions ever ſo good, 
they will be of no uſe, if you ſtifle and ſtrangle them in their 
birth. The beſt compoſitions of Corelli, if ill executed, and 
played out of tune, inſtead of touching, as they do when well 
performed, would only excite the indignation of the hearers, 
when murdered by an unſxilful performer. But to murder 


your own productions, and that coram populo, is a Medean cruelty, 


which Horace abſolutely forbids. Remember of what importance 
Demoſthenes, and one of the Gracchi, thought enunciation; 


read what ſtreſs Cicero, and Quintilian lay upon it; even the 
herb- women at Athens were correct judges of it. Oratory with 
all its graces, that of enunciation in particular, is full as neceſ- 
ſary in our government, as it ever was in Greece or Rome. No 
man can make a fortune or a figure in this country, without 


ſpeaking, and ſpeaking well in public. If you will perſuade, 
vou muſt firſt pleaſe; and if you will pleaſe, you muſt tune your 
voice to harmony, you muſt articulate every ſyllable diſtinctly, 


your emphaſes and cadences muſt be ſtrongly and properly mark 


ed; and the whole together muſt be graceful and engaging; if 
you do not ſpeak in that manner, you had much better not ſpeak 
at all. All the learning you have, or ever can have, is not 


worth one groat without it. It may be a comfort, and an amuſe- 
ment to you in your cloſet, but can be of no uſe to you in the 
world Let me conjure you therefore, to make this your only 
objet, till you have abſolutely conquered it, for that is in your 


power z think of nothing elſe, read and ſpeak for nothing elſe. 


Read aloud, though alone, and read articulately and diſtinctly, 
as if yow wete reading in public, and on the moſt important oc- 
caſion. // Recite pieces of eloquence, declame ſcenes of tragedies 
to Mr. Harte, as if he were: a numerous. audience. If there is 
} 10 | F 2 4 any 
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| any particular conſonant which you have a difficulty in articu- | 
” ip) lating, as I think you had with the R. Utter it millions and 
millions of times, till you have uttered it right. Never ſpeak quick, 
till you have firſt learned to ſpeak well. In ſhort, lay aſide every 
book and every thought, that does not directly tend to this great 
object, abſolutely deciſive of your future fortune and figure. 
The next thing neceſſary in your deſtination, is, writing correct- 
ly, elegantly, and in a good hand too; in which three particulars, 
I am ſorry to tell you, that you hitherto fail. Your hand-writing is 
a very bad one, and would make a ſcurvy figure in an office-book 
of letters, or even in a lady's pocket-book. But that fault is eaſily 
cured by care, ſince every man who has the uſe of his eyes and of 
his right hand, (A 2 wha Auer band le ple ages. As to 
the correctneſs and elegancy of your writing, attention to gram- 
mar does the one, and to the beſt authors the other. In your letter 
to me of the 27th June N. S. you omitted the date of the place, 
fo that I only conjectured from the contents that you were at 
1 | Rome. | | 
| Thus I have, with the truth and freedom of the tendereſt affec- 
tion, told you all your defects, at leaſt all that I know or have heard 
of. Thank God they are all very curable, they muſt be cured, and 
I am ſure you will cure them. That once done, nothing remains 
for you to acquire, or for me to wiſh you, but the turn, the man- 
nere, the addreſs and the graces of the polite world; which ex- 
perience, obſervation, and good company will inſenſibly.. give. 
you. Few people at your age have. read; ſeen, and knows, fo. 
what I call perfection, by which, I only mean, being very near a8, 
well as the, beſt. . Far, therefore, from being diſcouraged by what. 0 


FALA TC 4 : 


y9u fill want, what you already have ſhould encourage you te t- 


23.1% Li, - i 12 | 
tempt, and convince you, that, by attempting you will inevitably, 


- 


| et FO FE FW. A0 
obtaltt it. The &fmeulties which you Have fillimel RW ih 


greatef t than any you have now- to encounter. Till» very lately 
your way bas been only through thorns and btyars; the few that 
now remain are mixed with roſes. Pleaſure is now the principal 
remaining part of yout education. Tt will ſoften and poliſh your 
manners; it 1 win make you purfue and at laſt overtake the graces. 
Pleaſure is neceſſarily reciprocal; no one feels, who does not at the 
ſame time give it. To be pleaſed, one muſt pleaſe. What pleaſes 
you in 8020 will in general pleaſe them in you. Paris i is indiſ- 


putably the ſeat of the graces; they will even court you, if you 


are not too coy. Frequent and obſerve the beſt companies there, 

and you will ſoon be naturalized among them; you will ſoon 
find how particularly attentive they are to the dorrediucls and ele- 
gancy of their language, and to the graces of their enunciation ; 
they would even call the underſtanding of a man in queſtion, who 
ſhould neglect, or not know the infinite advantages ariſing from 
them. Marrer, reciter, declamer, bien; are ſerious ſtudies among 
them, and well deſerve to be ſo every where. The converſations 


even among the women, frequently turn upon the elegancies, 


and minuteſt delicacies of the French language. An enjouement, 
a gallant turn prevails in all their companies, to women, with 
whom they neither are, nor pretend to be, in love; but ſhould 


you (as may very poſſibly happen) fall really in love there, with 


ſome woman of faſhion and ſenſe, (for I do not foppoſe you ca- 


pable of falling i in love with a ſtrum pet) and that your rival, without 
half your parts or knowledge, Would get the better of you, merely 


by dint of manners, enjouement, badinage, &c. how would you 


regret not having ſufficiently attended to thoſe accompliſhments 


which/ you N as ſuperficial and trifing, but which you 


au mes, ab well as women, ate taken by thoſe external graces. 
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Shut up your books then now as 4 buffneſs, and open them only 


1 as'a pleaſure + but let the great book of the world be your ſe- 
t rious ſtudy; read'it over and over, get it by heart, adopt its ſtyle, 
and make it your own, IO £ 
When I caſt up your account, as it now ſtands, I rejoice to 
ſee the balance ſo much in your favour; and that the items per 
contra are ſo few, and of ſuch a nature that they may be very 
eaſily cancelled. By way of debtor and creditor, it ſtands thus: 
LES Creditor, - By French. 2 Debtor. To Engliſh. 
20 SGBGBermas. | + Enunciation 
Italian. e Manners. 
Latin. + , 
= Greek. MMR 
| Logic. | ee 14 
Ethics. e 154, 


| . .£] Hiſtory. 5 \ = | 8 
| (Natura. Aeg e 5lafgh 
| Jus) Gentium. . 


Publicum. 

This, my dear friend, is a very true account, and a very encou- 
raging one for you. A man who owes ſo little, can clear it off 
in a very little time, and if he is a prudent man will; whereas a 
man, who by long negligence owes a great deal, deſpairs of ever 
being able to pay ; and therefore never looks into his opunts-of 
all. | - 2 i. j | * | 
2 ater g0 to Genoa, pray obſerve carefully all the environs 

i or it, and view them with ſomebody, who can tell you all the. 
i and operations of the Auſtrian army, during that fa-. 
mous ſiege, if it deſ Lon fin reli oh 
N ge, if it deſerves to be called one ; for in reality the 
own never was beſieged, nor had the Auſtrians any one thing 

70802 neceſſary 
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win- 
* in England, ſhould happen £0; be there, go to him With My 
compliments, and he will ſnow you all imaginahle civilities. 


— If, Marquis, Centurioni, -whai was laſt 


knew, Mr. Mann would be of more uſe-to ;you'than-all ef them. 
Pray make him my compliments. Cultivate your Italian, while 
you are at Florence ; Where it is 
ill pronounced. ol! „ el And 


Pray ſave ths ſeed of onal of the beſt ee bend ren 


put it up dry in paper. You need not ſend it me; but Mr. Harte 
will bring it in his pocket when he comes over. I ſhould like- 
wiſe be glad of ſome cuttings of the beſt figs, eſpecially /a Fica 
gentile, and the Maltheſe; but as this is not the ſeaſon for them, 
Mr. Mann will, I dare 1 undertake that commiſſion, and ſend 
them me at the proper time by Leghorne. Adieu. Endeavour 
to pleaſe others, and divert yourſelf as much as ever you can, er 
honnete et galant Homme. 


P. 8. I fend you the incloſed to deliver 0 Lord Rochford upon 


your arrival at Turin. 
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INCE your letter from PREY which gave me a very imper- 
k fect account both of your illneſs and your recovery, I haye 
not "received one word either from you or Mr. Harte, I impute 


this to the careleſsneſs of the poſt ſingly ; ; and | the great diſtance 5 
4 Us at LR 1 our letters to © THER accidents, Bot 
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1 could have ſent you ſome letters to Flerence, but that I 
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regularly, I ſhall ĩnſiſt upon your writing to me oonſtantly once 
a week; and that upon the fame day, for inſtance, every Thurſ- 
day, that I may know by what mail to expect your letter. I (hall 
alſo require you to be more minute in your account of yourſelf 
than you have hitherto been, or than 1 have required; becauſe of 
the informations which I received from time to time from Mr. 
Harte, At Paris you will be out of your time, and muſt ſet up 
for yourſelf: it is then that I ſhall be very ſolicitous to know how 
you carry on your bufineſs. While Mr. Harte was your partner, 
the care was his ſhare, and the profit yours. But at Paris, if you 
will have the latter, you muſt take the former along with it. It 
will be quite a new world to you; very different from the little 
world, that you have hitherto ſeen ; and you will have much 
more to do in it. You muſt keep your little accounts conſtantly 
every morning, if you would not have them run into confuſion, 


and ſwell to a bulk that would frighten you from ever looking 


into them at all, You muſt allow ſome time for learning what 


you do not know, and ſome for keeping what you do know 


and you muſt leave a great deal of time for your pleaſures; 
which (I repeat it again) are now become the moſt neceſſary part 


of your education. It is by converſations, dinners, ſuppers, en- 


tertainments, &c, in the beſt companies, that you muſt be 
formed for the world. Les manieres, les agremens,' les graces, can- 
not be learned by theory; they are only to be got by uſe among 
thoſe who have them; and they are now the main object of your 
life, as they are the neceſſary ſteps to your fortune. A man of 


the beſt parts, and the greateſt learning, if he does not know the 


world by his own experience and obſervation, will be very abſurd; 
and, conſequently, very unwelcome in company. He may fay 
very good things; but they will probably be ſo ill timed, mif- 
placed, or improperly addreſſed; that he had much better hold his 


| tongue. | 
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tentive toy che partibolar cireuinftamdes ind ſtuatibni of thi o- 


dvountenance g he ſhocks others; and * all, who dread 


. you for thie world, and which your experience will eonvinde you 


| remaining complaint upon your lunga? Vour diet ſhould be co 


| og | 
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tongue. Hul oßnihis αν matter; ad ufig ſerhod df, W 


pany, he vents it indiſeriminately a he pute ſoime pode aut of 


what may ce out next. The moſt general rule that I can give 


of; the truth of, is, never to give the tone to the company, but 


to take ĩt ftam them; and to labour more to put them in conceit 


with themſelves, than to make them admiro yo Thoſe: whom 
you dan make like themſelves n 1 M6 your” * 
you very welk Toanc? 571 9; | 

A ſyſtem-monger,' who, ering en 15 chip of ie 
world by experience, has formed a ſyſtem of it in his duſty cell; 
lays it down, for example, that (from the general nature of man- 
kind) flattory is pleaſing. He will therefore flatter. | But how # 


Why, indiforiminately. And, inſtead of repairing and heighten- 


ing the piece jugicioully, with-foft culours, and a delicate pencil; 
with a courſe bruſh, and a great deal of white-waſh; be daubs and 
beſmoars the piece he means to adorn. 
bis patron; and is almoſt too groſs for his miſtrefi. A man of 
the world knows the force of: flattery as well as he does ; hut 
chen he knows how, when; and where to give it; he propor- 


tions his doſe to the conſtitution of the patient. He flattert hy 


application, by inſerence, by compariſon, by hint; and ſeldom 
directly. Ia the courſe of the world there is the ſame difference, 


in every thing, between ſyſtem and practice. 


long to have you at Paris, which is to be a eee 
yo Will be then in a manner within reach of we. 
Tell me, are you perfectly recavered, or do you Kill find an 


ing; and at the le time ning Mk of al —— 
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- His flattery offends even 
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: MY DEAR FRIEND, 


HIS: letter will, I am perfuaded, adam: ry 1 bope 
ſafely, arrived at G N from whence I truſt that 


Mr. Harte's indiſpoſition will, by being totally removed, allow 
you to get to Paris before Chriſtmas. Vo will there find two 
people, who, though both Engliſh, I recommend in the ſtrongeſt 
manner poſſible to your attention; and adviſe - you to form the 
moſt intimate connections with them both, in their different 
ways. The one is a man, whom you already know ſomething of, 
burt not near enough : it is the earl of Huntingdon; who, next 
to you, is the trueſt object of my affection and eſteem; and Müh 
(I am proud to ſay it) calls me, and conſiders me as his adepted 
father. His parts are as quick, as his knowledge is extenſibe z7 and 
if quality were worth putting into an account, where ever other 
item is ſo much more valuable, his is the firſt almoſt in this coun- 
try: the figure he will make in it, ſoon after he returns toit; will, 
it Jam not more miſtaken” than ever I was in my life; equal his 
birth and my hopes. Such a connection will be of intinite adyan- 
tage to you; and, I can aſſure you, that he is extremely diſpoſed 
to form it upon my aceount; and will, I hope IR de- 
fire to improve and cement it upon your n. od; : 
In our. parliamentary government, connections are abſolutely 
3 and, if prudentiy formed, -and ably: maintained, "the 


ſucoeſs 


Rs 
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— them is infallible, There are do- b of oognections, 
which I would always adviſe; you to have in view, The firſt 1 


will call equal ones; by which I mean thoſe, where the two con- 


necting parties reciprocally find their account, from pretty-near 
an equal degree of parts and abilities. In thoſe, there muſt be a 
freer communication; each muſt ſee that the other is able, and 


be convinced chat he is willing to be of uſe to him. Honour ih 
muſt be the ptinciple of ſuch connections; and there muſt be a 


mutual dependance, that preſent and pace, intereſt ſhall not be 


| able to hreak them. There muſt be a joint ſyſtem of action; and 


in caſe of different opinions, cach muſt recede a little, in order, 
at laſt, to form an unanimous one. Such, 1 bope, will be your 
connection witli lord Huntingdon. You, will both come into 
parliament at the ſame time; and, if you have an equal ſhate of 
abilities and application, you and he, with other young people, 
whom you will naturally aſſociate, may form a band which will 


lic. The other ſort of connections I call unequal ones; that is, 


where the parts are all on one ſide, and the rank and fortune on . 


the other. Here, the advantage is all on one fide ; but that ad- 
vantage muſt be ably: and artfully concealed. Complailance, an 
-engaging manner, and a patient toleration of certain airs of ſupe- 
tiority, muſt cement them. The weaker party muſt, be taken by 
the heart, his head giving no hold; and he muſt be governed, 
by being made to believe that he governs, Theſe people, ſkilfully 
led, giye great weight to their leader. I have formerly pointed 
out to you a couple that I take to be proper objects for your {kill ; 
and you will meet with twenty more, for they are very . 


The other, perſon, whom I, recommend to you, is a woman; 


not as a woman, for. that is not immediately my buſineſs; be- 


ann I fear that ſhe is turned of fifty. It is lady Hervey, whom 
29s G 2 I directed 
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1 direQed you to call upon at Dijon; but who, bto my grext joy, 
becauſe to your great advantage, paſſes all this winter at Paris, 
She has been bred all her life at courts; of which ſhe has acquired al 
the ea good- breeding, and politeneſs, without the frivolouſ- 
neſs. - She has all the reading that a woman ſhould have ; and 
more than any woman need have; for ſhe underſtands Latin per- | 
fectly well, though ſhe wiſely conceals it. As ſhe will look upon 
you as her ſon, I defire that you will look upon her as my dele- 
gate: truſt, conſult, and apply to her without reſerve. No wo- 
man erer had more than ſhe has, 1e ln de la far faitement bum 
chmpagnie, las manidret engageamtes, et le je ne ſais quoi qui plait. 
Deſire her to reptove and correct any, and every, the leaſt error 
and itiaccuracy in your manners, air, addreſs, c. No woman 
in Europe can do it ſo well; none will do it more willingly, or in 
a properer, and more obliging manner. In ſuch a caſe ſhe will 
not put you out of countenance, by. telling you of it in compatry 3 ; 
but either intimate it by ſome ſign, or wait for an opportunity 
when you are alone together. She is alſo in the beſt French com- 
' pany, where ſhe will not only introduce, but Puff you,” if I may 
uſe fo low a word. And I can aſſure you, that it is no little help, 
in the beau monde, to be puffed there by a faſhionable woman. 
I ſend you the incloſed billet to carry her, only as a certificate of 


the identity of your perſon, which I take it for granted ſhe could 
not know apain. 
.- You would be fo much apple to receive a whole es 690 
me, without any mention of the exterior ornaments neceſſary for 
a gentleman, as manners, elocution, air, addreſs, graces, Mc. that, 
to comply with your expectations, I will touch upon them; and 
tell you, that, when you come to England, I-will ſhow you ſome 
people whom I do not now care to name, raiſed to the higheſt 
Rations ſingly by thoſe exterior and vention ornaments ; 


5 whoſe 
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| whoſe-party would never hare entitled therm to the finulleſt oHoe in 
dhe exciſe. Are they then neceflary; and worth acquiring, or not ? 
Vou will ſee many inſtances of this kind at Paris, patticularly a 
glaritig one f a perſonꝰ raiſed to be higheſt poſts and dignities 
in France, as well as to be abſolute ſovereign of che gehn monde, 
ſingly by the graces of his perſon and addreſs; by woman's chit - 
chat, accompanied with important geſtures ; by an 4mpoſing air, 
and pleaſing abord. Nay, by theſe helps he even paſſes for a wit, 
though he hath certainly no uncommon ſhare of it. I will not 
name bim, betauſe it would de very imprudent in you to do it. 
A young fellow, at his firſt entrance into the beau monde, muſt not 
offend the king de faclo there. It is very often more neceſſary to 
conceal contempt than reſentment, the former * never for- 
given, but tho latter ſornetimes forgot. | 
Ih) bere is a ſmall quarto book, entitled, . AHoire Chronole- 
gigue de la France, lately publiſhed by le Preſident Hénault; a 
man of parts and learning, with whom you will probably get 
acquainted at Paris. I defire that it may always lie upon your 
table, for your recourſe as often as you read | hiſtory. The 
Chronology, though chiefly relative to the hiſtory of France, is 
not ſingly confined to it; but the moſt intereſting events of all the 
reſt of Europe are alſo inſerted, and many of them adorned by 
ſhort, pretty, and juſt reflections. The new edition of les Me- 
moires de Sully, in three quarto volumes, is alſo extremely well 
worth your reading, as it will give you a clearer and truer notion 
of one of the moſt intereſting periods of the French hiſtory, than 
you cat yet have formed, from all the other books you may have 
read upon the ſubject. That Prince, I mean Henry the Fourth, 
had all the u e and virtues of a h and of a King 3 
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and Aueh obe man. The laſt are e che moſt rarely ſeenz- dene 
476 them all! Adieu. f a e A ene 
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Pray make my ee to | Mr. Harte, 405 let him know: 


tat 1 have this moment received his letter of the 12 th, N 8. 


| from Antibes. It requires no immediate anſwer, I ſhall there- 
fore. delay mine till -1 have another from him. Give him the 
2 950 I have POT from Mr. — 8 Gt 


* E * 1 2 R XII. 


London, November the iſt, 0. 8. 17 50. . 
MY DEAR FRIEND, . 


HOPE that this letter will. not find you Rill at Nania ter 
but rather be ſent after you from thence to Paris, where, I am 
oeefinded, that Mr. Harte could find as good advice for bis leg 
as at Montpelier, if not better ; but if he is of a different opinion, oa, 
I am ſure you ought to ſtay there as long as he defires. Is 
While you are in France, I could wiſh. that the hours you allot 
for hiſtorical amuſement, ſhould be entirely devoted tothe 
hiſtory. of France. One always reads hiſtory to moſt advantage, 
in that country to which it is relative ; ; not only. books, but per- 
ſons being ever at hand, to ſolve the doubts and clear up diffi- 
culties I do by no means adviſe you to throw away. your time 
in ranſacking, like a dull antiquarian, the minute and, unimportant 
parts of remote and fabulous times. Let blockheads read what 
blockheads wrote. And a general notion of the | hiſtory of 
France, from the conqueſt of that country by the Franks, to the 
reign. of Lewis the XIth, is ſufficient for uſe, conſequently ſuffi- 


cient 


BT ae; 2 


cient for: yous- There arc, however, in eco remote n ſome. 
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A bo zras, that deſerve more particular attention; I mean 
thoſe in which” ſome notable alterations happened in the conſti- 
tution and form of government. As for example, the ſettlement 

of Clovis in Gaul; and the form of government which he then 
5 eſtabliſbed; for, by the way, that form of government differed in 
this particular from all the other Gothic governments, that the 


people, neither collectively nor by repreſentatives, had any ſhare 


in it. It was a mixture of monarchy and ariſtocracy ; and 
what were called the ſtates general of France, conſiſted only 
of the Nobility and Clergy, till the time of Philip le Bel, in the 
very beginning of the fourteenth century; who firſt called the 
people to thoſe aſſemblies, by no means for the good of the peo- 


ple, who were only amuſed by this pretended honour; but, in 


truth, to check the Nobility and Clergy, and dude them 
to grant the money he wanted for his profuſion: this was a 
ſcheme of Enguerrand de Marigny, his miniſter, who governed 
both him and his kingdom to ſuch a degree, as to be called the 
oo · adjutor and governor of the kingdom. Charles Martel laid 
aſide theſe aſſemblies, and governed by open force. Pepin reſtored 


them, and attached them to him, ind with them the nation; by 


which means he depoſed Childeric, and mounted the throne. 


This is a ſecond period worth your attention. The third race 94 


Kings, which begins with Hugues Capet, is a third period. 
Judicious reader of (hiſtory will fave himſelf a great deal of 2 


and trouble, by attending with care only to thoſe intereſting 


periods of hiſtory, which furniſh remarkable events and make 
æras; and going ſlightly over the common run of events. Some 
people read hiſtory, as others read the. Pilgrim's Progreſs; giving 
equal attention to, and indiſcriminately loading their memories 


whe nan part ** But I would have you read it in a different 


7 | manner 2 
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mander : take the ſhorteſt general hiſtory you can find ol every 
Country 3 and marke down in that hiſtory the molt important 
periods, ſuch as conqueſts, changes of Kings, and alterations of 
the form of government; and then have recourſe ta mare exten- 
five hiſtories, or particular treatiſes, relative to thaſe great points, 
| Confider them well, trace up their cauſes, and fallow. their con- 
ſequences. For inſtance, there is 2 moſt excellent, though very 
| Chart hiſtory of France, by le Gendre. Read that with attention, 
and you will know enough of the general hiſtory z but when 
you find there ſych remarkable periods as are abave mentioned, 
conſult Mezeray, and other the beſt and minuteſt hiſtarlans, as 
well as political treatiſez upon thoſe ſuhjects. In later times, 
Memoirs, from thoſe of Philip de Commines, down to the i innu- 
merable ones in the reign of Lewis the XIVth, have been of 
great uſe, and thrown great light upon particular parts af 

Converſatian in France, if you have the addreſs and dexterity 
to turn it upon uſeful ſubjects, will exceedingly. improve your 
hiſtorical knowlege; for people there, however claſſically igno- 
rant they may bo, think it a ſhame to be ignorant of the hiftory 
of their own country: they ad that, if they read nothing elſe, 
and having often read nothing elſe, are proud of having read that, 
and talk of it willingly; even the women are well ioftructed in 
chat ſort of reading, I am far from meaning by this, that you = 
ſhould always be talking wiſely, in company, of books, hiſtory, 
and matters of knowledge. There are many companies which 
you will, and ought to keep, where ſuch converſations would be 
miſplaced and ill-timed ; your on good ſenſe muſt diſtinguiſh 
the company, and the time. You muſt trifle with triflers; and be 
ſerious only with the ſerious, but dance to thoſe who pipe. Cur in 


cbeatrum Cato ſevere venifi ꝰ wes jullly ald to an old man: how 


much 
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ment that you a re dteſt, and g6 gut, pocket all your knowledge 


ed: che producing of che one unaſked, implies that you. are 
weary of the company; and the producing of the other vhirequir- 


| tach mere de ld it be to ne "of your wm va the - : ; : a oo A 


with your watch, and never pull it out in. company unleſs defir- "6 nM g | 


ed, will make the company weary. of you. Company is A fer- | > 2. 


public too jealous of its liberties, to ſuffer a dictator even for a2 1 1: 
quarter of an hour ; and yet in that, as in all republics, there arc 1 


ſome ſew who really govern; but chen, it is by . to diſ- 5 * 3 


claim, inſtead of attempting to ufurp the power: 
caſion in which manners, dexterity, addreſs, and undefine- 
able je ne ſcars quoi triumph; if propetly exerted, their conqueſt i; is 
ſure, and the more laſting for not being perceived. Remember, 
that this is not only your firſt and greateſt, but ought to be al- 
moſt your only object, while you are in France. | F 
I know that many of your countrymen are apt to call the "Og 
dom and vivacity of the French, petulancy and ill breeding 5 but 
ſhould you think fo, I defire upoh many accounts that you will 
not fay fo : I admit that it may be ſo, in ſome inſtances of petite 
maitres 2tourdis, and in ſome youpg people unbroken to the 
world; but I can aſſure you, that you will find it much other 
wiſe with people of a certain rank and age, upon. ' whoſe model 1 
you will do very well to form yourſelf. We call their ſteady a,, — 5 
ſurance impudence; ; Why r Only, becauſe what we call modeſſy 1 
is awkward baſhfulneſs, and mauva fe honte. For my part, I ſee, — 2 
no impudence, but, on the contrary, infinite utility and advan- bd Ns 1 7 
tage, in preſenting one's ſelf with the ſame coolneſs and UNGONCETN, | 5 


in any, and every company; till one can do that, I am very urs —* = 


that one can never preſent one's ſelf well. Whatever is done ung 
der concern and embarraſſment, muſt be ill done; 4 and, till a man : 


is abſolutely ealy and unconcerned in every company, be will never 6 88 
A H | be 
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be thought. to have kept good, nor be very welcome in it. A 
| ſteady aſſurance, with ſeeming modeſty, is poſſibly the moſt uſeful 
7 qualification that a man can have in every part of life. A man 
would certainly make a very conſiderable fortune and figure in 
the world, whoſe modeſty and timidity ſhould often, as : baſhful- 
_ neſs always does, put him in the deplotable and lamentable ſitua- 
tion of the pious Eneas, when, ob/upuit fleteruntque come ; et vox 
N * Fortune (as well as women) | 
——— born'to be controuPd, _ 
| + Stoops to the forward and the bold. 10 
ata intrepidity, under the white banner of 6 mo- 
deſty, clear the way for merit, that would otherwiſe be diſcou- 
raged by difficulties in its journey; whereas barefaced impu- 
dence is the noiſy and bluſtering harbinger of a n. and 
ſenſeleſs uſurper. 

Vou will think that I ſhall never have done neee n to 
you theſe exterior worldly accompliſhments, and you will think 
right, for I never ſhall; they are of too great conſequence to 
vou, for me to be indifferent or negligent about them: the ſhin- 

ing part of your future figure and fortune, depends now wholly 
upon them. Theſe are the acquiſitions which muſt give etcacy 
and ſucceſs to thoſe you have already made. To have it {aid and 
believed, that you are the moſt learned man in England, would 
be no more than was ſaid and believed of Dr. Bentley: but to have 
it ſaid, at the ſame time, that you are alſo the beſt bred, moſt polite, 
and agreeable man in the kingdom, would be ſuch a hay com- 
poſition of a character, as I never yet knew any one man deſerve ; 

and which I will endeavour, as well as ardently wiſh, that you 
may. Abſolute: perfection is, I well know, unattainable ; but I 
know too, that a man of parts may be unweariedly aiming at, 
and arrive pretty near it. Try, labour, perſevere. Adieu. 
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MY. DEAR . FRIEND, / a +5 6" OI 
EFORE you get to Paris, you will ſoon be let to 
your own diſcretion, if you have any, it is neceſſary. that 
we ſhould underſtand one another thoroughly ; which -is the-moſt 
probable way of preventing diſputes. Money, the cauſe of much 
miſchief in the world, is the cauſe of moſt quarrels between fa- * 
thers and ſons; the former commonly thinking, that they . 
not give too little, and the latter, that they cannot have enough 3 3 
both equally in the wrong. Vou muſt do me the juſtice to ace 
knowledge, that I have hitherto neither ſtinted, nor grudged any 
expence that could be of uſe, or real pleaſure to you; and I can 
aſſure you, by the way, that you have travelled at a much more 
conſiderable expence than I did myſelf : but I never ſo much as 
thought of that, while Mr. Harte was at the head of your | 
finances, being very ſure, that the ſums granted were ſcrupu-, 9 
louſly applied to the uſes for which they were intended. Butt 
the caſe will ſoon be altered, and you will be your own receiver 
and treaſurer. However, I promiſe you, that we will not quar- 
rel ſingly upon the guantum, which ſhall be chearfully and freely 
granted; the application and appropriation of it will be the ma- 
terial point, which I am now going to clear up, and finally ſettle * 
with you. I will fix, or even name, no ſettled allowance, E 
though I well know in my own mind, what would be the proper „ 
one; but ] will firſt try your draughts, by which 1 can in a good 1 
degree judge of your conduct. This only I tell you in general, 
that, if the channels through which my money is to go are the 
* ones, the ſource ſhall not be ſcanty; j but ** it deviate 
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into dirty, muddy, and obſcure ones, (which by the bye it cannot 
do ſor a week, without my knowing it) I give you fair and timely 


notice, that the ſource will inſtantly be dry. Mr. Harte, in eſta- 


| bliſhing you at Paris, will point out to you thoſe proper channels: 


he will leave you there upon the foot of a man of faſhion, and 1 


will continue you upon the ſame; you will have your coach, your 
valet de chambre, your own footman, and a valet. de place; 
Which by the way is one ſervant more than I had. I would have 
you very well dreſt, by which E mean, dteſt as the generality of 
5 People of faſhion are; that; is, not to be taken notice of, for be- 


ing either more or leſs. fine than other people: it is. by being 
well dreſt, not finely. dreſt, that a gentleman ſhould be diſtin- 


- guiſhed. You. muſt: frequent les pak cles, which expence I ſhall 
willingly ſupply. Yau muſt play, 2 des petits. jeux de commerce, 
in mixed companies; that article is trifling; I ſhall pay it chear- 


fully, All the other articles of pocket- money are very incon- 
ſiderable at Paris, in compariſon, of what they are here; the filly. 


cuſtom of giving money wherever one dines or ſups, and the ex- 


penſive importunity of ſubſcriptions, not being yet introduced 
there. Having thus reckoned up all the decent expences of a gen- 


tleman, which I will moſt readily. defray. I:come-now-to thoſe 
which Iwill neither bear nor ſupply. The firſt of theſe is gaming, 


which though I have not the leaſt reaſon to ſuſpect you of; I think 
it neceſſary eventually to aſſure you, that no conſideration in the 


world ſhall ever make me pay your play-debts:: . ſhould: you ever 


urge to me that your honour. is pawned, I ſhould/moſt immose. 
ably. anſwer you, that it was your honour, not mine, that was 
pawned ; and that your creditor might een take the paun for the 


debt. 


Low company, and low vleafures, are always much-more coltly - 


than liberal and elegant ones. The diſgraceful riots of a taverns. 


are 
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are much more ts as well as tn than the (ſorme- 
times pardonable) exceſſes in good company. 1 muſt , 
hear of no tavern ſcrapes and ſquabbles. 
I come now to another and very material point; T mean net: . 
and I will not addreſs myſelf to you upon this ſubjeR, either in by 


religious, a moral, or a parental ſtyle. I will even lay afide my 
age, remember yours, and ſpeak to you, as one man of pleaſure, if 
he had parts too, would ſpeak to another. I will, by no means, 
pay for whores, and their never-failing conſequences, ſurgeons ; | 
nor will I, upon any account, keep ſingers; dancers, actreſſes, and 
id genus omne; and, independently of the expenee, I muſt tell you, 
that ſuch connections would give me, and all ſenſible people, the 
utmoſt: contempt for your parts and addreſs: a young fellow muſt 
have as little ſenſe as addreſs; to venture, or more properly to ſacri- 
fice, his health, and ruin his fortune, with ſuch ſort of creatures; 
in ſuch a place as Paris eſpecially, where gallantry is both the pro- 
feſſion and the practice of every woman of faſhion. To ſpeak 
plainly; Iwill not forgive your underſtanding os and p—s; nor 
will your conſtitution forgive them you. Thoſe diſtempers, as welk 
as their cures, fall nine times in ten upon the lungs. This argument, 
Jam ſure, ought to have weight with you; for I proteſt to you, 
that if you meet with any ſuch accident, I would not give one 
year's purehaſe for your liſe. Laſtly, there is another ſort of ex- 
penee that I will not allow, only becauſe: it is a filly one; I mean 
the fooling away your money in baubles at toy-ſhops. Have one 
handſome ſnuff- box (if you take ſnuff), and one handſome ſword; / 
but then no more very pretty and very uſeleſs things. a 
Buy what goes before, you will eaſily perceive, that I mean to 
allow you whatever is neceſſary, not only for the figure, but for the 
pleaſures: of a Centlemunz and not to ſupply the proſuſion of a. 


4 N Rake. 
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Rake, This, you muſt confeſs, does not ſayour of either the ſeverity 
or parſimony of old-age, I conſider this agreement between us, 
as a ſubſidiary treaty on my part, for ſervices to be performed on 
yours. I promiſe you, that I will be as punctual in the payment of 
the ſubſidies, as England has been during the laſt war; but then I 
give you notice, at the ſame time, that I require a much more ſeru- 
pulous execution of the treaty on your part, than we met with 
on that of our allies; or elſe that payment will be ſtopped. -I 
hope that all that I have now ſaid, was abſolutely unneceſſary, 
and that ſentiments more. worthy and more noble than pecuniary 
ones, would of themſelves have pointed out to you the conduct 
I recommend ; but, in all events, I reſolved to be once for all ex- 
plicit with you, that in the worſt that can happen, you may not 
plead ignorance, and complain that I had not ſufficiently aged 
to you my intentions. 
Having mentioned the word Rake, I muſt ſay a word or two 
more upon that ſubject, becauſe young people too frequently, and 
always fatally, are apt to miſtake that character ſor that of a man 
of pleaſure; whereas, there are not in the world two characters 
more different. A rake is a compoſition of all the loweſt, moſt- 
ignoble, degrading, and ſhameful vices ; they all conſpire to diſ- 
grace his character, and to ruin his fortune; while wine and the 
px contend which ſhall ſooneſt, and moſt effcQually deſtroy his 
conſtitution, A diſſolute, flagitious footman, or porter, makes 
"A full as good a rake as a man of the firſt quality, By the bye, let 
me tell you, that in the wildeſt part of my youth, I never was a 
rake, but, on the contrary, always deteſted and deſpiſed the cha- 
racter. 
A man of * though not 3 ſo ſcrupulous as he ſhould 
be, and as one day he will wiſh he l been, refines at leaſt his 


. _—_ 
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pleaſures by caſte, accompanies them with decency, and enjoys them 
with dignity. Few men can be men of pleaſure, every man 
may be a rake. Remember that I ſhall know every thing you ſay 
or do at Paris, as exactly as if, by the force of magic, I could 
follow you every where, like a Sylph or a Gndme, inviſible myſelf. 
geneca ſays, very prettily,” that one ſhould! aſk nothing of God, but 
what one ſhould be willing that men ſhould know; nor of men, 
but what one ſhould be willing that God ſhould know: I adviſe 
you to ſay nor do nothing at Paris, but what you would be will- 
ing that 1 ſhould know. I hope, nay I believe, that will be the 
caſe. * Senſe, I dare ſay, you do not want; inſtruction, I am 
ſure, you have never wanted ; experience, you are daily gaining ; 
all which together muſt inevitably (I ſhould think) make you-both 
reſpectable et aimable, the perfection of a human character. In 
that caſe, nothing ſhall be wanting on my part, and you ſhall 
ſolidly experience all the extent and tenderneſs of my 2 fe 
10 - but dread the reverſe of both ! Adieu. 


P. S. When you get to Paris, aſter you have been to wait on 
Lord Albemarle, go to ſee Mr. Vorke, whom I have particular rea- 
ſons for defiring that you ſhould be well with, as I'ſhall hereafter 
explain to you. Let him know that my orders, and your own 

inclinations, conſpired to make you defire his friendſhip and 
P 
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- MY DEAR FRIEND, 8 
H AVE ſent vou ſo many preparatory 1 for Baie that 

1 this, which will mert Ju. there, ſhall only be a banane 
of them all. 
You have hitherto had dae liberty go any body of your age 
ever had; and I muſt do you the juſtice. to,own, that you have 
made a better uſe of it than moſt people of your age would have 
done; but then, though you had nat a gaoler, you had a friend 
with you. At Paris, you will not only be unconfined, but un- 
aſhſted. Your own good ſenſe muſt be your only guide; I have 
great confidence in it, and am convinced that I ſhall receive juſt, 
ſuch accounts of your conduct at Paris as I could wiſh ; for I 
tell you beforchand, that I ſhall be moſt minutely informed of 
all that you do, and almoſt of all that you fay there, Enjoy 
the pleaſures of youth, you cannot do better; but refine and 
dignify them like a man of parts: let them, raiſe and not fink, 
let them, adorn and not vilify, your character; let them, in ſhort, 
be the pleaſures of a gentleman, and taken with your equals. at 
leaſt, but rather with your ſuperiors, arid. thoſe chiefly French. 

Inquire into the characters of the ſeveral academicians, before 
you form a connection with any of them; and be moſt upon 
your guard againſt thoſe who make the moſt court to you. 

You cannot ſtudy much in the academy; but you may Rudy 
uſefully there, if you are an ceconomiſt of your, time, and beſtow 
only upon good books thoſe quarters and halves of hours, which 
occur to every body in the courſe of almoſt every, aer 111 
which, at the year's end, amount to a very conſiderable ſum of 

| 6 time, 
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Let Greek, without fail, ſhare ſome' part of every day: 
I- 15 not mean the Greek poets, the catches of Anacreon, or the 


tender complaints of Theocritus; or even the porter- like language 


of Homer's heroes, of whom all ſmatterers in Greek know a little, 


quote often, and talk of always : but I mean Plato, Ariſtoteles, 
Demoſthenes, and Thucydides, whom none but adepts know. 
It is Greek that muſt diſtinguiſh you in the learned world, Latin 
alone will not. And Greek muſt be ſought to be retained, for it 


never occurs like Latin. When you read hiſtory, or other books 
of amuſement, let every language you are maſter of have its 
turn; ſo that you may not only retain, but improve in every one. 
I alſo deſire that you will converſe in German and Italian, with 


all the Germans and the Italians, with whom you converſe at all. 


This will be a very agreeable ae —_— ng to them,” and a 
very uſeful one to you. 


Pray apply yourſelf diligently to your S eereitte z for though the 


doing them well is not ſupremely meritorious, the doing them ill, 


is illiberal, vulgar, and ridiculous. 
I recommend- theatrical repreſentations to you; which are 
excellent at Paris. 


both for the heart and the head. There is not, nor ever was, 


any theatre comparable to the French. If the mufic of the 
French operas does not pleaſe your Italian ear, the words of them, 


at leaſt; are ſenſe and poetry, which is much more than I can 
ſay of any Italian opera that I ever read or heard in my life, 

I ſend you the encloſed letter of recommendation to Marquis 
Matignon, which I would have you deliver to him as ſoon as 
you can: you will, I am ſure, feel the good effects of his warm 
friendſhip for me, and Lord Bolingbroke ; ; who has alſo wrote to 
Vol. II. » I him 


The tragedies of Corneille and Racine, and 
the comedies of Moliere, well attended to, are admirable leſſons, 
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him aps your ſubject. . By that, /and: by the other letters which 
I have ſent you, you will be at once ſo thoroughly introduced in- 
to the beſt French company, that you mult, take ſome pains if 
you will keep bad; but that is What I do not ſuſpect you of. | 
You have, I am ſure, too much right ambition, to prefer low 
and diſgraceſul company, to that of your ſuperiors, both in rank 
and age. Your character, and, conſequently, your fortune, ab- 
ſolutely depends upon the company you keep, and the turn you 
take at Paris. I do not, in the leaſt, mean a grave turn; on the 
contrary, a gay, a ſprightly, but, at the fame time, an elegant | 
and liberal one. 
Keep carefully out of all ſcrspes and quarrels. They lower a 
character extremely; and are particularly dangerous in France; 
where a man is diſhonoured by not reſenting an affront, and ut- 
terly ruined by reſenting it. The young Frenchmen are haſty, 
| giddy, and petulant ; extremely national, and avantagenx. For- 
bear from any national jokes or reflections, which are always 
improper, and commonly unjuſt. The colder northern nations gene- 
rally look upon France, as a whiſtling, ſinging, dancing, frivolous 
nation: this notion is very far from being a true one, though many 
petits maitres by their behaviour ſeem to juſtify it; but thoſe very 
petits maitres, when mellowed by age and experience, very often 
turn out very able men. The number of great generals and ſtateſ- 
men, as well as excellent authors, that France has produced, is an 
undeniable proof, that it is not that frivolous, unthinking, empty 
nation that northern prejudices ſuppoſe it. Seem to like and ap- 
prove of every thing at firſt, and I promiſe you, that you will like. 
and approve of many things afterwards. f 
I expe that you will write to me conſtantly,'o once every * | 
; 1 I defire may be every. ys and that * letters may 
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in form me of your perſonal mp Hp not of Ae ke, wwe 
Were pee und what you doo. | 

' - Be your own: monitor, nom that you will "mm no other. n 
Sabel 88 l I muſt repeat it to you again and again, that there 
is no one thing ſo neceſſary; all other talent, without 8 abe 
abſolutely uſeleſs, except in your-own; cloſet. 

It ſounds ridiculoufly to bid you ſtudy with your n 
maſter; and yet I do. The bodily carriage and graces are of in- 
finite conſequence to every body, and more particularly to you. 
Adieu for this time, my dear child. Yours tenderly, - 


. E T Pp. E R xv. 


Lotion, Nov. the 12th, O. 750. 
MY DEAR FRIEND,” „ 


O U will poſſibly think, that this letter t turns upon ſtrange, 
b little, trifling objects; and you will think right, if you con- 
fider them ſeparately : but if you take them aggregately, you will 
be convinced, that as parts which conſpire to form that whole, | 
called the exterior of a man of faſhion, they are of importance. I 
| ſhall not dwell now upon thoſe perſonal graces, that liberal air, 
and that engaging addreſs, which I have ſo often recommended 
to you; but deſcend ſtill lower, to hand dreſs, — and care 
of your perſon. | | 
When you come to Paris, you | maſt ants care to be extremely 
well dreſt ; that is, as the faſhionable people ate; this does 
by no means conſiſt in the finery, but in the taſte, fitneſs, 
and manner of wearing your cloaths : a fine ſuit ill made, and 
ſatternly, or ſtifly worn, far from adorning, only expoſes the 
awkwardneſs of the wearer, Get the beſt French taylor to make 
5 1 Jour 
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and then wear them, button them, or unbutton them, as the gen- 


: 


your Floaths, whatever, they, are, in the-faſhian,;and 0. fit g 


| teeleſt people you ſee do. Let your man learn of the) beſt friſeur 


to do your hair well, for that is a very material part of your dreſs. | 
Take care to have your ſtockings well garteted up, and your hoe 
well buckled ; for. nothing gives a more ſlovenly air-tora man 
than ill-dreſſed legs. In your perſon. you muſt be accurately 
clean and your teeth, hands, and nails, ſhould be ſuperlatively 
ſo; a dirty mouth has real ill conſequences to the owner, for it 
infallibly cauſes the decay, as well as the intolerable pain of the 
teeth; and it is very offenſive to his acquaintance, for it will moſt 
inevitably ſtink, I inſiſt, therefore, that you waſh your teeth 
the firſt thing you do every morning, with a ſoft ſpunge and 
warm water, for four or five; minutes; and then waſh your 
mouth five or fix times. Mouton, whom I defire you will ſend 
for upon your arrival at Paris, will give you an opiate, and a liquor 
to be uſed ſometimes. Nothing looks more ordinary, vulgar, and 
illiberal, than dirty hands, and ugly, - uneven, and ragged nails: 

I do not ſuſpect you of that ſhocking, awkward trick, of biting 
yours; but that is not enough; you muſt keep the ends of them 


| ſmooth and clean, not tipped with black, as the ordinary peo- 


ple's always are. The ends of your nails ſhould be ſmall ſegments 
of circles, which, by a very little care in the cutting, they are 
very eaſily brought to; every time that you wipe your hands, 
rub the ſkin round your nails backwards, that it may not grow 
up, and ſhorten your nails too much. The cleanlineſs of the 
reſt of your perſon, . which by the way will conduce greatly to 
your health, I reter from-time to time to the bagnio. My men- 
tioning theſe particulars ariſes (I freely own) from ſome ſuſpicion 
that the hints are not unneceſſary ; for when you was a ſchool- 


boy, you were ſlovenly and dirty, above your fellows, - I muſt 


add 
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add anbther cuutien; which is, chat Upon Us abevunt w 


ever; yu put 1 
to do in your noſe" or eatz. It i 


would much rather know that a mal finger were aQually 


in his breech, than ſee them in His noſe. Waſh your ears 
well every morning, and blow your noſe in your handkerchief | 
whenever you have occaſion; but by the way, without looking at 
it afterwards; There ſhould be in the leaſt, as well as in the great- 
eſt parts of a gentleman les manieres nobles. Senſe will teach you 
ſome, -obſervation others: attend carefully to the manners, the 


diction, the motions, of people of the firſt faſhion, and form your 
own upon them. On the other hand, obſerve a little thoſe of the 
vulgar, in order to avoid them: for though the things which 
they ſay or do may be the ſame, the manner is always totally 
different; and in that, and nothing elſe, conſiſts the character- 
iſtic of a man of faſhion. The loweſt peaſant ſpeaks, moves, 


dreſſes, eats, and drinks, as much as a man of the firſt faſhion; 


but does them all quite differently; ſo that by doing and Ry 
moſt things in a manner oppoſite to that of the vulgar, you have 
a great chance of doing and ſaying them right. There are grada- 
tions in awkwardneſs and vulgariſm, as there are in every thing elſe. 


Les manieres de Robe, though not quite right; are ſtill better than 
les manieres Bourgeoiſes ; and theſe, though bad, are ſtill better than 
les manieres de Campagne. But the language, the air, the dreſs, 
and the manners of the court, are the only true ſtandard; des. 
manieres nobles, et d'un honnete homme. Ex pede Herculem is 


an old and true ſaying, and very apphicable to our preſent ſubject; 


for a man of parts, who has been bred at courts, and uſed to keep 
the beſt N will diſtinguiſh himſelf, and is to be known 


3 from 
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your "fingers, ad tos "Wy"? peopt le Fg 18 

is the 15 "ſBbcking, ; 
naſty, vulgar” rudeneſs, that can be offered to company; A 
diſguſts one, it turiis one's ſtomach; and, for my own part, T | 
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from the vulgar, by every word, attitude, geſture, and even look. 
I cannot leave theſe ſeeming 1inucies, without repeating to you the 
neceſſity of your carving well; which is an article, little as it is, 
that is uſeful twice every day of one's life ; and the doing it ill is 
very troubleſome to one's ſelf, and very diſagreeable, often ridicu- 
Jous, to others. 7 e 

Having ſaid all this, I cannot help reflecting, what a formal 
dull fellow, or a cloiſtered pedant, would fay, if they were to ſee 
this letter: they would look upon it with the utmoſt contempt, 
and ſay, that ſurely a father might find much better topics for 
advice to a ſon. I would admit it, if I had given you, or that 
you were capable of receiving no better; but -if ſufficient pains 
have been taken to form your heart and improve your mind, and, 
as I hope, not without ſucceſs, I will tell thoſe ſolid Gentlemen, 
that all theſe trifling things, as they think them, collectively form 
that pleaſing je ne ſgais quoi, that enſemble, which they are utter 
ſtrangers to both in themſelves and others. The word aimable is 
not known in their language, or the thing in their manners, 
Great uſage of the world, great attention, and a great deſire of 
pleaſing, can alone give it; and it is no trifle, It is from old 
people's looking upon theſe things as trifles, or not thinking of 
them at all, that ſo many young people are ſo awkward, and ſo ill 
bred, Their parents, often careleſs and unmindful of them, give 
them only the common run of education, as ſchool, univerſity, and 
then travelling ; without examining, and very often without being 
able to judge, if they did examine, what progreſs they make in 
any one of theſe ſtages. Then, they careleſsly comfort themſelves, 
and fay, that their ſons will do like other people's ſons ; and ſo 
they do, that is commonly very ill. They correct none of the 
childiſh, naſty tricks, which they get at ſchool ; nor the illiberal 
manners which they contract at the uni ferſity nor the frivolous 


and 
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y cheir travels. As. they do not tell them of theſe things, no- 
Nag elſe can; ſo they go on in the practice of them, witk- 
out ever hearing, or knowing, that they are unbecoming, 
indecent, and ſhocking. For, as I have often formerly: ob- 
ſerved to you, nobody but a father, can take the liberty to 
reprove a young fellow-grown up, for thoſe kind of inaccuracies 
and improprieties of behaviour. The moſt intimate n 

unaſſiſted by the paternal ſuperiority, will not authorize it. 1 
may truly ſay, therefore, that you are happy in having me for 
a fincere, friendly and quick - ſighted monitor. Nothing will 
eſcape me; I. ſhall pry for your defects, in order to correct them, 
as curiouſly as I ſhall ſeek for your perfections, in order to 
applaud and reward them; with this difference only, that I ſhall © 
publicly mention the latter, and never hint at the former, but 
in a letter to, or a tcte @ tete with you. I will never put you 
out of countenance before company; and I hope you will never 
giye me reaſon to be out of countenance for you, as any one of 
the above- mentioned defects would make me. Prætor non curat ö 
de minimis, was a maxim in the Roman law; for cauſes only of a 
certain value were tried by him; but there were inferior juriſ- 
dictions, that took cognizance of the ſmalleſt. Now I ſhall try 
you, not only as Prætor in the greateſt, but as Cenſor in ne 
and as the loweſt magiſtrate in the leaſt caſes. 

I have this moment received Mr. Harte's letter of he 1ſt = 
vember, new ſtile; by which Tam very glad to find that he thinks 
of moving towards Paris, the end of this month, which looks as 
if his leg were better; befides, in my opinion, you both of u 
only loſe time at Montpelier; he would find better advice, and 
you better company, at Paris. In the mean time, I hope you go. 
into the * company there is at Montpelier, and there always is 


ſome 


* 
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ſome. at. * Intend ant s or. the Commandant 58. You will, 2 had 
full time to have learned, len petites chanſons. Langueagci 
which are exceeding pretty nes, both words and tunes. 
member, when I Was in thoſe parts, I was ſurpriſed at the differs 
ence which 1 found between the people on one ſide, and thaſe on 
the other fide of the Rhõne. The Provenceaus were, in general, 
ſurly, ill-bred, ugly, and ſwarthy: the Languedociens the very 
reverſe; a chearful, well - bred, handſome DOR Adieu Yours 


ie ages „ U i i m rn 0 880. 
4 5;trefts Drei ANCE IBS 
P. 8. U po n reflection, I direct this Ire 0 n 1 think You - 
muſt have Ick Montpelier belares it could arrive . 1 1 46101 
| {22f 088; Zur Neid 134A 
— TIED 7 WW ſus 2 N y 1 3 == 11 
1 E T T E R XVI. en 


6 + 74) 


London, Nov. che my O. S. 177 
My DEAR FRIEND; ; 55 T "a ew 


" WAS very glad to find, by: your. letter of the r2th, N. 8. that 
vou had informed yourſelf ſo well of the ſtate, of the French 
marine at Toulon, and of the commerce at Marſeilles : they 
are objects that deſerve the inquiry and attention of every man, 
who intends to be concerned in public affairs. The French are 
now wiſely attentive to both; their commerce is incredibly in- 
creaſed, within theſe laſt thirty years: they have heaten ue out 
of great part of our Levant trade: their Eaſt-India trade has 
greatly affected ours; and, in the Weſt Indies, their Martinico 
eſtabliſhment ſupplies, not only France itſelf, but the greateſt part 
of Europe, with ſugars: whereas our iſlands, as Jamaica, Bar- 
badoes, and the Leeward, have now no other market fot theirs 


but England. New France, Or ** has allo greatly leſſened ö 
| II our 
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wirh France. 125 here was a treaty of commerce made, between 


England'and France, immediately after the treaty of Utrecht; 


but the whole treaty was conditional, and to depend upon the 


parliament's enacting certain things, which were ſtipulated in- 
two of the articles : the parliament, after a very famous debate, 


would not do it; ſo the treaty fell to the ground: however, the 


out- lines of that tevaty are, by mutual and tacit conſent, the ge- 
neral rules of our preſent commerce with France. It is true too, 

that our commodities, which go to France, muſt go in our bot- 
toms; the French having imitated, in many reſpects, our famous 
Act of Navigation, as it is commonly called. This act was made 


in the year 1652, in the parliament held by Oliver Cromwell. It 
forbids all foreign ſhips to bring into England any merchandize 


or commodities whatſoever, that were not of the growth and | 
produce of that country to which thoſe ſhips belonged, under 
penalty of the forfeiture of ſuch ſhips. This a& was particularly 


levelled at the Dutch; who were, at that time, the carriers of 


almoſt all Europe, and got immenſely by freight. Upon this 


principle, of the advantages ariſing from ſreight, there is a pro- 


viſion in the ſame act, that even the growth and produce of our 
own colonies in America ſhall not be carried from thence to any 
other country in Europe, without firſt touching in England; but 
this clauſe has lately been repealed, in the inſtances of ſome 


periſhable” commodities, ſuch as rice, &c. which are allowed to 


be carried directly from our American colonies to other coun- | 
tries. The act alſo provides, that two thirds, I think, of thoſe 


who · navigate the ſaid ſhips, ſhall be Britiſh ſubjects. There is 


an excellent, and little book, written by the famous Monſieur 
Huet Eveque d' Avranches, ſur le commerce den anciens, which 


— 
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is very th worth your reading, and very ſoon read. It will 
give you a clear notion of the. riſe and progreſs of commerce. 
There are many other books, which take up the hiſtory. of com- 
merce where Monſieur d'Avrenches leaves it, and bring it down 
to theſe times; I adviſe you to read ſome of them with care; 
commerce being a very eſſential part of political knowledge in 
every country; but more particularly in this, Which N all its 
riches and power to it. 

I come now to another part of your * 3 which 5 is the N 
or: raphy, if I may call bad ſpelling - or:bography. You ſpell induce, 
-1uce; and, grandeur, you ſpell grandwre; two. faults, which 
few of my houſe-maids would have been guilty. of. I muſt tell 
you, that orthography, in the true ſenſe of the word, is ſo ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for a man of letters, or a gentleman, that one 
falſe ſpelling may fix a ridicule upon him for the reſt of his life; 
and I know a man of quality, who never recovered the ridicule 
of having ſpelled whole/ome without the ww. 

Reading with care, will ſecure every body from falſe felling; ; 
for books are always well ſpelled, according to the orthography 
of the times. Some words are indeed doubtful, - being, ſpelled 

differently, by different authors of equal authority; but thoſe are 

few; and in thoſe caſes every man has his option, becauſe he 
may plead his authority either way: but, where there is but one 
right way, as in the two words above-mentioned, it is unpardon- 
able, and ridiculous, for a gentleman to miſs it; even a woman 
of a tolerable education, would deſpiſe, and laugh at a lover, who 
ſhould ſend her an ill-ſpelled billet-doux. I fear, and ſuſpect, 
that you have taken it into your head, in moſt caſes, that the Mat- 
ter is all, and the Manner little or nothing. If you have, unde- 
ceive yqurlelt, and be convinced, that, in every thing, | the 
Manner is full as important as the Matter. If you ſpeak the te 
2 of 
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5, 


bf an angel, in bad words, and with diſagreeable utterance,” no- 


body will hear you twice, who can help it. If you write epiſtles 

as well as Clceto; but in a very bad hand, and very ill ſpelled, 
whoever receives, will laugh at them; and if you had the figure 
of Adonis, with an awkward air and motions, it will diſguſt in- 
ſtead of pleaſing. Study Manner therefore in every thing, if you 
would be any thing. My principal inquiries of my friends at 
Paris, concerning you, will be relative to your Manner of doing, 
whatever you do. Þ ſhall not inquire, whether you underſtand 
Demoſthenes, Tacitus, or the jus publicum imperii; but I ſhall 
inquire, whether your utterantè is pleaſing, your ſtyle, not only 
pure, but elegant, your manners noble and eaſy, your air and 
addreſs engaging; in ſhort, whether you are a gentleman, a man 
of faſhion, and fit to keep good company, or not; for, till I am 
ſatisfied in theſe particulars, you and I muſt by no means meet; 
1 could not poſſibly ſtand it. It is in your power to become all 
this at Paris, if you pleaſe. Conſult with Lady Hervey, and Ma- 
dame Monconfeil upon all theſe matters; and they will ſpeak to 
you, and adviſe you freely. Tell them, ke biſaogna compatire an- 
Cora, that you are utterly new in the world, that you are defirous 


to form yourſelf, that you beg they will reprove, adviſe, and 


cortect you, that you know that none can do it ſo well; and that 
you will implicitly follow their directions. This, togerfive with 


your careful obſervation of We manners of the beſt Spe, will 


really form you. 


Abbé Gdaſco, a friend of '1 mine, will come to you, as ſoon as 


he knows of your arrival at Paris; he is well received in the beſt 


companies there, and will introduce you to them. He will be 


defitors 1 to do ybu any ſervice he can; he is active and curious, 


and can Nn oe information upon moſt things. He is a ſort of 
tt ky n  *  Complaiſant 
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complaiſant of, ths, Pxefident Monteiqyioug tg N ybu hae u 
letter. of up Sus sq 232 Ainet aS mf An, Ao UP engt 
UN = imagine, that this letter will not Ws att. for ou, very long at 
Paris, where I reckon you will, be, in about g ſortuighit. Adieu, 
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TOUS voila à la. fin Pariſien, et il faut 8 vadreſſer à un Pa- 
riſien en Francois. Vous voudrez bien auſſi me rẽpondre 
ae meme, puiſque je ſerai bien aiſe de voir à quel point vous poſle- 
dez Telegance, la delicateſſe, et Fortographe de cette langue-qui 
eſt devenue pour ainſi dire la langue univerſelle de I Europe. On 
m' aſſure que vous la parlez fort bien, mais il y a bien et bien. Et 
tel paſlera pour la bien parler hors de Paris, qui paſſeroit luis 
meme pour Gaulois 8 A Paris, Dans ce Pais de wodes, le langage 
meme a la fienne, et qui change preſqu' auſſi. fares que celle 
des habits. 

FX affects, le precieux, & nlolggigue, 7 ſont 2 * 8 
d' aujourd hui. Conndiſſez les, remarquez les, et parlez les meme, 
ala bonne heure, mais ne vous en laiſſez pas infecter; eſprit 
auſſi a ſa mode, et actuellement a a Paris, C eſt la made dien avoir, 
en dépit méme de Minerye ; ; tout le monde. court apres Leſprit, 
qui par parantheſe ne ſe Jaifſe 3 jamais attraper; Sil ne ſc prefente 
pas on a beau courir. Mais malheureuſement pour ceux qui cou- 
rent apres ils attrapent quelque choſe qu' ils prennent pour de 
eſprt, et qu ils donnent pour tel. Oeſt tout au plus la Benne 
fortune d Ixion, veſt maſt vapeur qu'ils expenſe au lieu de, la 
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rimens qu'on n a jamais ſenti, ces penſbes fauſſes que la nature wa 
jamais produite, et ces expreſſions efitortillles et obſcures, que non 
ſeulement oH entend point, mais qu'on ne peut pas meme dé- 
chiffrer ni deviner. C'eſt de tous ces ingrediens que ſont compo- 
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— ee 


{tz les deux tiers des nouveaux livres F rangois qui paroiſſent. 

C'eſt la nouvelle cuiſine du Parnaſſe, ou Valambic travaille au 
lieu du pot et de Ia broche, et ou les quinteſſences et les extraits 
dominent. .- N. B. Le ſel Attique en eſt banni. 

Il vous faudra bien de tems en tems manger de cette 
nouvelle cuiſine. Mais ne vous y laiſſez pas corrompre le 
gout. Et quand vous voudrez donner a4. manger à votre 
tour, etudiez, la bonne vieille cuiſine du tems de Louis qua- 
torze. II y avoit alors des chefs admitables, comme Corneille, 
Boileau, Racine, et la Fontaine. Tout ce qu' ils appretoient 
ctoit fimple, ſain, et ſolide. Sans. métaphore, ne vous laiſſea 
pas Eblouir" par le far brillant, le recherche, les antithéſes 
ala mode; mais ſervez vous de võtre propre bon ſens, et appellea 
les anciens A votre ſecours, pour vous en garantir, D'un autre 
= ne vous moquez pas de ceux, qui s ſont laiſſez ſeduire; 
us &tes encore trop jeune pour faire le critique, et pour vous 
poſt en verigeur ſevere' du bons ſens lee. Seulement ne vous. | 
laifſez pas pervertir, mais ne ſongez pas à convertir les autres 49 
Laiſſez les jouir tranquillement de leurs erreurs dans le gour;. Ml 
comme dans la religion. Le gout en France a depuis un ſiecle et 7 | 
demi; eu bien du haut et du bas, auſſi bien que Ia France m&me: . 47 | 
Le bon gout commenga ſeulement à ſe faire jour, ſous le regne, ] 
je ne dis pas de Louis treize, mais du Cardinal de Richelieu, et fut 
encore ẽpurẽ ſons celui de Louis quatorze, Grand Roi au moins, $i 
u Ctoit pas grand homme. Corneille toit le reſtaurateur du vrai, 
et le fondateur du theatre Francois; fe reſſentant toujours un peu 
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det Concetti des Italiens et des Agudezs des Eſpagnols; temoifl les 
e pigrammes qu'il fait debiter a Chimene Gare tout Tee de ſa 


douleur. N 

Mais avant ſon tems, les T abasdeurv; et les Romanciers Etoient 
autant de fous, qui trouvoient des ſots pour les admirer.” Vers la 
fin du regne du Cardinal de Richelieu, et au commencement de 
celui de Louis quatorze, I' Hotel de Rambouillet toit le Temple 
du Gout, mais d'un gout pas encore tout 4 fait Epure, C'toit 
plu-tot un laboratoire d'eſprit, ou Ton donnoit la torture au bon 
ſens, pour en tirer une eſſence ſubtile. Voiture y travailloit, et 
ſuoit meme a groſſes gouttes pour faire de l'eſprit. Mais enfin 
Boiltau et Moliere fixtrent le gout du vrai; en depit des Scu- 
dery et des Calprenédes, &c. Ils deconfirent et mirent en fuite 
les Artamenes, les Jubas, les Oroondates, et tous ces htr6s de Ro- 
mans, qui valoient pourtant chacun ſeu}, un armte. Ces fous 
chercherent dans les bibliotheques un azyle qu'on leur refuſa; et 
ils n'en trouverent que dans quelques ruelles. Je vous conſeille 
pourtant de lire un tome de Cléopatre et un de Clelie, fans quoi 
il vous ſera impoſſible de vous former une idèe de ces extravagan= 
ces; mais Dieu vous garde d'aller juſqu'au douzième. 

Le gout reſta pur et vrai pendant preſque tout le regne de 
Louis quatorze, et juſqu'a ce qu'un tres beau genie y donna, (mais 
fans le vouloir) quelque atteinte. C toit Monſieur de Fontenelle, 
qui avec tout l eſprit du monde, et un grand ſcavoir ſacrifioit peut- 
etre un peu. trop aux graces, dont il Etoit le nouriſſon, et T'Utve 
| favori. Admire avec raiſon, on voulut l'imiter, mais Mals 
ſement pour le fiecle Vauteur des Paſtorales, de I'Hiftoire' des 
Oracles, et du theatre Francois, trouva moins d'imitateurs, 
que le Cheyalier d'Her ne trouva de ſinges. Contrefait depuis, 
par mille auteurs, il n'a pas «te imite que je ſeache par un ſeul. 


A Pheure qu'il eſt, 3 du vrai gout ne me paroit pas 
trop 
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trop b bien l en France; 4: ſubſiſte a la weite, mats il 

eſt chest par des partis; il y a le parti des petits maitres, 
celui des caillettes, celui des fades auteurs dont les ouvrages ſont, 
verba et voces et præterea nibil, et enfin un parti nombreux et fort 
à la mode, d' auteurs qui debitent dans un galimatias metaphy- 
ſique leurs faux raffinemens, ſur les mouvemens et les featimens 
de Tame, du cur, et de Feſprit. 

Ne vous en laiflez pas impoſer par la mode; ni par ties cliques 
que vous pourrez frequenter ; mais effaiez ner ces diffbrentes 
eſpeces, , avant que de les regevoir en paiement au coin du bon 
ſens et de la raiſon ; et ſoiez bien perſuade que, rien g beau 
gue. le vrai. Tout brillant qui ne reſulte pas de la ſolidité et de 
la juſteſſe de h penſce, n'eſt qu'un faux brillant. Le mot Ita- 
lien ſur le diamant eſt bien vrai à cet &gard, guanto piu ſodeaxa, 
tanto piu } ſolendere. 

Tout ceci n'empeche pas que vous ne deviez vous confarmer 
exterieurement aux modes et aux tons des diffcrentes compagnies 
ou vous vous trouverez. Parlez epigrammes avec les petits 
maitres, ſentimens faux avec les caillettes, et galimatias avec les 
beaux eſprits par ctat. A la bonne heure; a votre age, ce n'eſt 
pas à vous a donner le ton à la compagnie, mais au contraire a le 
prendre. Examinez bien pourtant, et peſez tout cela en vous 
meme. diſtinguez bien le faux du vrai, et ne prenez pas le clin- 
quant du Taſſe pour Por de Virgile. 

Vous trouverez en meme tems à Paris, des auteurs, et des com- 
pagnies tres ſolides. Vous n'entendrez point des fadaiſes, du 
Precieux, du quinde, chez Madame de Monconſeil, ni aux höôtels 
de Matignon et de Coigny, ou elle vous preſentera ; le Preſident 
Monteſquiou ne vous parlera pas pointes, , Son livre de VEſprit 
dep, Loix, ecrit en langue vulgaire, vous plaira, et vous inſtruira ga- 
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| Frequentez le theatre quand on y jouera les pieces de Corneille, 
1 Racine, et de Moliere, ou il n'y a que du naturel et du vrai. 
Je ne pretends. pas par la, donner Texclufion A pluſieurs pitces 
modernes qui ſont admirables, et en dernier lieu, Cenie, piece 
pleine de ſentimens, mais de ſentimens vrais, naturels, et dans 
leſquels on ſe reconnoit. Voulez vous connoitre les caraQeres du 
jour, liſez les ouvrages de Crebillon le fils, et de Marivaux. Le 
premier eſt un peintre excellent ; ; le ſecond a beaucoup Etudie et 
connoit bien le cœur, peut-&tre meme un peu trop. Les éga- 
remens du cœur et de Tefprit par Crebillon eſt un livre excellent 
dans ce genre; les caracteres y ſont, bien marquez; il vous 
amuſera infiniment, et ne vous ſera pas inutile. L'Hiſtoire Ja- 
ponoiſe de Tanzai, et de Neadarne, du meme auteur, eſt une 
aimable extravragance, et parſemce de reflexions tres juſtes; enfin 
vous trouverez bien à Paris de quoi vous former un gout ſur et 
juſte, pourvu que vous ne preniez pas le change. 

Comme je vous laiſſe ſur votre bonne foi à Paris * SEN 
lant, je me flatte que vous n'abuſerez pas de ma confiance. Je 
ne demande pas que vous ſoiez Capucins bien au contraire, Je 
vous recommande les plaiſirs, mais j'exige que ce ſoient les plaiſirs 
d'un honnete homme. Ces plaiſirs la donnent du brillant au ca- 
ractere d'un jeune homme; mais la debauche avilit et degrade. 
Faurai des relations. tres. vraies et dctaillces de votre copduiite, et 


ſelon ces relations je ſerai plus 1.99; moins, ou point du tout, à 
vous. 0 Adieu. 8 i wert 11800 iti 14 


2.8. Na moi an faute une fois la Cas et repondez 
a celle- ci en F rangois, A Faufilez vous tant que vous le kaum, 
chez les miniſtres e etrangers. C eſt volager en en \difterens -endrot 
ſans changer de place. Parlez Italien à tous les kalicris, et- 
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MY »DEAR: FRIEND, 3 l 
I decggth you ele al bash, and — muſt 


A 


which yaw poſſeſs che eleganey, the delicacy, and the ortho- 
graphy of that language, which is, in a manner, become the 


univerſal one of - Europe: - I am aſſured that you ſpeak it well; 
but in that well there ate gradations. He, who in the provinces 
might be reckoned to ſpeak correctly, would at Faris be locked 
upon as an aneient Gaul. In that country of made, even 
language W eee which varies almoſt as often 


— 


as their clothes. 
The affected, * be oy the . or new and faſhionable ' 
le; are at preſent too much in vogue at Patis. Know, obſerve, 


and cecaſionally converſe (if you pleaſe) according to thoſe dif- 
ferent ſtyles 3 but do not let your taſte be infected by them. Wit 
too is there ſubſervient to faſhion; and actually, at Paris, one muſt 


have wit, even in deſpite: of Minerva. Every body runs after it; 


akhough, if it docs not come naturally, and of itſelf, it never | 
can bei;overtaken, - But, unfortunately for thoſe who purſue, 


they ſeiae upon what they take for wit, and endeavour to paſs 


it for ſuchꝰ upon others. This is, at beſt, the lot of Ixion, 


hu embraced a cloud inſtead of the Goddeſs he purſued. 
Vol. II. L Fi me 


fame language, WY? 1 may * able to z ether n 
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Fine ſentiments; which neter | exiſted; "falſe aud #Hhdtural 
thoughts, obſcure and far-· ſought expreſſions, not only uoihtel | 
ligible, but which! it is een impoſſible to-deeyphery or to gueſs 
at, are all the conſequences of this error; and two thirds of the 
new French books which now appear, are made up of thoſe 
ingredients. It is the new cookery of Parnaſſus, in which the 
till is employed inſtead of the pot and the ſpit, and where 
quinteſſences and extracts are chiefly uſed. N. B. The Attic 
ſalt is proſcribed. Wa 191. eee OY 2 bl, 
Vou will now and then be obliged to eat of this new eoο key, 
but do not ſuffer your taſte to be corruptediby it. And when you} 
in your turn, are defirous of treating others, take the good odd 
cookery of Lewis the fourteenth's reign for your rule. There were 
at that time admirable head cooks, ſuch as Corneille; Boileat!,. 
Racine, and la Fontaine. Whatever they prepared was fimple; 
wholeſome, and ſolid. —But laying aſide all metaphors, do not ſuffer 
yourſelf to be dazzled by falſe brilliancy, by unnatural expreſſtöns, 
nor by thoſe: Antitheſes ſo much in faſnhion: as a protection 
againſt ſuch innovations, have tecourſe to your on good ſenſe, 
and to the ancient authors. On the other hand, de not laugh at 
thoſe who give into fuch errors; you are as yet tod you to 
act the critic, or to ſtand forth a ſevere avenger of the violated" 
rights of good ſenſe. Content yourſelf with not being pers 
verted, but do not think of converting others; let them quiet- 
ly enjoy their errors in taſte, as well as in religlon. Within the 
courſe of the laſt century and an half, taſte in France Has (as 
well as that kingdom itſelf) undergone many viciſſitudes. Under 
the reign of (I do not fay) Lewis the thirteenth, but of Cardinal de 
Richelieu, good taſte firſt began-to make its Way. It Was refined 
under that of Lewis the fourteenth $7 à great King at leaſt, 'if Hbt a NR 
great man. Corneille was the reſtorer of true taſte}; and thetfouns* 
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der:gf 45 French Abentren although W tothe Ita 
lian Concetti; and. the: Spaniſh Agudezei: Mitneſatbaſe epigrams 
which he makes Chimene utter in tht greateſt exo of grief. 
Before his time thoſe kind of itinerant» author called Tuuba- 
un, os Roma#ciers, were a ſpecies; of madmen, who attracted 
the. admiration of fools, | Towards che end of Cardinal de Riche - 
lieu's.reign, and the beginning of Lewis the fourteenth's, the 
Temple uf Taſte was eſtahliſbed at the hotel of Rambouillet; but 
that taſte was not judiciouſly refined: this Temple of Taſte rn 
more nraperl y have been named „4 Laboratory of: Wit, where 
good ſenſs was put to the torture, in order to extract from it the 
moſt ſubtil eſſence. There it was, that Voiture lahoured hard, 
and inceſſantly, to create wit. At length. Boileau and: Moliere 
fixed. the bed of true taſte. In ſpight of the Seudery' „ the 
Calprenede's, &. they defeated tand put to flight Artamenes,: 
Fuba, Oreandatet, and all thoſe herbes of romance Who were 
notwithſtanding (each of them) ag, good as a Whole army. Thoſe: 
madmen, then endeavoured to obtain an aſylum in libraries; 
this they could mot accompliſh, but were under a neceſſity of 
taking ſhelter i an, the chamber 8 of ſome few ladies. I would have 
you read one volume of Cleopatra, and one of Clelia, it will 
other wiſe he impoſſible ſor you to form any idea of the extrava- 
gancies they contain: but God. keop. you brow, ever perſercring "=Y 
the,twelfch.| 39 2-445 "£94125 ' THE 
Puriag almoſt the 18 reign; * Ae eee true 
taſte demained in its purity, until it received ſome hurt, although 
undeſignedly. ſrom a very fine genius, I mean Monſieur de Fon- 
tenelle ; ππhο ονth the greateſt ſenſe, and moſt ſolid learning, ſa- 
cried rather too much to the graces, whoſe moſt favourite child 
and pupil he was. Admired with reaſon, others tried to imitate 
him; but unfortunately for us, the author of the Paſtorals, of 
135 | L 2 | the 
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the Hiſtory, of Oracles, and of the French Theatre; found: fewer 
imitators, than the Oheralier d' Her did mimies. He has fince 
been taken ann Fe 00 ET 
by any one that I know of. b ee ne e 

At this time, the ſeat . in France gates not 
well eſtabliſned It exiſts,” but torn by factions. There is one 
party of perits naitrus, one of half- learned women, Mother of in- 
fipid authors, whoſe works are verbs et voces et freterea nibil ; 
and, in {hort, a numerous and very faſhionable party of urritere, 
who, in a metaphyſical jumble, introdute their falſe and ſubtik 
reaſonings, upon the movements, and the ſentiments - of _— N 
the heart, and tb mind. 

Do not let yourſelf be overpowered by faſhion, Wm ew 
ur ſets of people, with whom you may be connected; but try all 
the different eoius, before you receive any in payment. Et your 
own good ſenſe and reaſon judge of the value of each; and be per- 
ſuaded, that nothing carr be beautiful unleſs true. Whatever bril- 
liancy is not the reſult of the ſolidity and juſtneſs of a thought, 
is but a falſe glare. The Italian ſaying upon a diamond, is 


equally juſt with regard to thoughts, — Pit W tanto. 
n i ie £5>-7.5 alis 


All this ought not to hinder you from: conforminigenternally to: 
the modes and tones of the different companies in which you: 
may chance to be. With the petits maitres ſpeak epigrams; falſe 
ſentiments with frivolous women; and a mixture of all theſe to- 
gether, with profeſſed beauxig/prits I would have you do ſo; 
for, at your age, you ought not to aim at changing the tone as 
the company, but conform to it. Examine well, however ; weigh: 


all maturely within yourſelf; and do not «miſtake the rinſe}, of. 
Taſſo, for the gold of Virgil. 


You 


4 you: 


man heart, perhaps too well. 


eee e eee 


Von will find at Parts 886d Authors Amd dies" nm | 


» the Tolidity of their reaſoning; ' | 118 will hever "hear 2 
bffefted; utrd far- ſought coiverſitions, at Madame de MoneooteiP's, 
nor at the hotels: of Matignon and 4 — where the will intro- 


_ duce you. The Prefident, Monteſquiou, will not ſpeak to you 


in the epigrammatic ſtyle. His bock, the Spirit of the Laws, 
written in * * tongue, will equally: ag and inſtruct 


Frequatie: * e Hickey vel . Gobi, Racine, ad Mo- 
liere's pieces ate played. They are according: to nature, and to 
truth. I do not mean; by this to give at excluſion to ſeveral ad- 
mirable modern plays, particularly Cènie replete: with ſenti- 
ments that are true, natural, and applicable to one's felf.' If you 
chuſe to know the characters of people, now in faſtiion, read Cre-- 
billon the younger, and Marivaux's works. The former is a 
moſt excellent painter; the latter has ſtudied, and knows the hu-- 
Crebillon's Eparemens du Coeur 


et de Eſprit is an excellent work in its kind; it will be of infi- 


nite amuſement to you, and not totally uſeleſs. The Japaneſe 


hiſtory of Tanzai and Neadarns, by the ſame author, is an ami- 


able extravagancy, interſperſed with the moſt juſt reflections. In 


ſhort, provided you do not miſtake the objects of your attention, 5 
you will find matter at Paris to form a good: and true taſte, | 

As I. ſhall let you remain at Paris, without any perſon to direct 
your conduct; 1 flatter myſelf, chat you will not make a bad uſe 


of the confidence I repoſe in you. I do not require that you 
fhould lead the liſe of a capuchin friar; quite the contrary; I re- 


commend pleaſures to you; but I expec that they ſhall be the 
pleafures of a gentleman. Thoſe add NY, to a young man's 


| * Imitated in Engliſh by. Mr. Francis, in a play called "Raw 
72 character; 
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Character; but debauchery " witiGen and degrades it. 1 I ſhall | have, 


yours. © ; Adieu. 


. 0, 


very true 4nd exact à accounts +.of your once; 14 and accor ing to 
4 informations I receive, ſhall be more, or leſs, or A at all 


a4 * 


1 ; Tawny a 9 2 A 
n 1 1 


, IE 11310 5 a is | , PL DLUILELIU 
1 2 


P. J. Do not omit writing to me ite d week} And let your 
anſwer to this letter be in French. Connect vun as much as 
poſſible with the foreign miniſters; which is No oty* travelling 
into different countries, without going from one place. Speak 
Italian to all the Italians, and German to all the Germatis' you 
meet, in order not to forget thoſe two languages. 1 

I wiſh you, my dear friend, as many happy new years as you 


deſerve, and not one more, —May : you IVE a a great OT a a 
PS” 4 ; #1 1710 1 | 
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any 4 


London, anuar the oy ©. 8. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, Jan ary 3 175K: i 


Y your letter of the 5th, N. 8. I find” that '3 our hut at 
Paris has been a good one; you are entered into good "coth- © 
pany, and J dare ſay you will not ſink i into bad. Fr requeiie the ; 
houſes where you have been « once invited, and have none of that | 
ſhyneſs which makes moſt of your countrymen ſtrangers, \ where 
they might be intimate, and domeſtie if they pleaſed. Whe er 
you have a general invitation to ſup when you pleaſe, profit of 
it with decency, and go' every now and then. Lor d 'Slbemajle | 
will, I am ſure, be extremely kind to you ; ; but. his, houſe; is only 
a dinner houſe; and, as I am informed, frequented by 10 Frech 


| people. Should he happen to employ you in his bureau, which 


I much 


AH H 20 741444781 GA 
0 0 HIS 8 0 N. 2 
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pred. 4 1 3+ 22 5 15 
oubt 


ch, doubt, Jou mit wrrite, a better, hand thap. your. | 
455 e N | get. no xeat, credit by Nur: manuſcrip 83 1 + 4 
your han 2 at preſent an illiberal one, it is neither a hand. _ '. 
buſineſs, nor of a gentleman ; but the hand of a, er 
writing his; exerciſe, which, he hopes » will never be read. | 
Madame, de Monconſeil gives me, a a, favourable account - ne 
and ſo do Marquis de Matignon, and Madame du Boccage z. 
they. all ay that you defire to pleaſe, and conſequently promiſe: 
rag, that vou will; and they, judge right; for whoever really 
deltes to pleaſe, nd has (as you now have) the means of learning 
how, certainly will pleaſe : and chat is the great point of life; it. 
170 all other things eaſy. Whenever you are with Madame 
de Monconſeil, Madame du Boccage, or other women of faſhion, 
with whom you are tolerably free, lay frankly and naturally, 
* Te mai point d uſage du monde, i y ſuis encore bien neuf, fe 
ſoubaiterois ardemment de plaire, mais je ne  ſrais gueres comment m y. 
prendre; alex la bontè Madame de me faire part de votre ſecret 
de Plaire 4 tout le monde. Jen ferai ma fortune, et il vous en 


7 


reftera pourtant toujours, Plus qu il ne vous en faut. | When, in 
conſequence of this requeſt, they ſhall tell you of any little 
error, awkwardnels, or impropriety, you ſhould not only feel, ] 
but, expreſs . the warmeſt acknowledgment, Though nature ſhould 5 
ſufter, and ſhe will at firſt hearing them; tell them, + + Rue la | 1 
critigue, la Hlus ſevere, % @ votre gard la preuve la plus marque 
ale auitib, Madame du, Boccage tells me Wenn ta. 


* « 1 Know ile of the world; T am quite a a novice in it; and alttiough very n 
« of pleaſing, I am ata loſs for the means. Be ſo good, Madam, as to let me into your 
« ſects of pleaſing every body. I ſhall owe "eo ſucceſs to * and you will always have. 


2 more than falls t your ſhare,” A + IP 1 Lag „oni 10 (4313s; 
F That you will look upon the moſt ſevere eriticiſms as s the greateſt proof of their 4 

s 1 ” | 
inform. 7 
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inform vou, 4 Retr me fera Joujours: plaifer et bonnenn ale me 
venir voir, ef vrai qu for age de-plaifer de cauſer ef fraud, 
mais je tacherai de lui faire conndiſſance, avec des jeunes gem, 
'&c. Make uſe of this invitation, and as yo hre in a manner 
next door to her, ſtep in and aut there Gequently.. Monſieur du 
Boccage will go with. Jou, he tells me; with great pleaſure, to 
the plays, and point out to you whatever deſerves your knowing 
there. This is worth your acceptance too, he has a very. good 
taſte. I have not yet heared from Lady: Hervey upon your 
ſubject, but as you inform me that you have already ſupped with 
her once, I. look upon you as adopted by her: conſult her in all 
your little matters; tell her any difficulties that may occur to you; 
aſk her what you ſhould do or ſay, in ſuch or ſuch caſes; 3 the 
55 [uſage du monde en per: fecdiom, and will help you to acquire 
Madame de Berkenrode eff paitrie de graces, and your quo- 
tation is very applicable to her. You may be there, 1 dare ſay, 
as often as you L and I would ep you to top. there ne 
a week. N 
Vou ſay, very juſtly, that as Mr. Harte is 80 you, yo 
ſhall want advice more than ever; yo ſhall never want mine : 
and as you have already had fo much of it, I muſt rather repeat, 7 
than add to what I have already given you: but that I will do, and 
add to it occaſionally, as circumſtances may require. At preſent, T 
ſhall only remind you of your two great objects, which you ſhould 
always attend to : they are parliament and foreign affairs. With 
regard to the former, you can do nothing, while abroad, but attend 
— to the purity, correctneſs, and clegancy of we 


Y I ſhall always receive the honour of his viſits wich ink it is 'tros that 


« at his age the pleaſures of converſation are cold; but I will endeavour to * 
him r with young people, Re,” 
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the clearnefs ag — of your btterance in whatever: lan- 
guage you-ſpeak, As for the parliamentary Knowledge, I will take 
care af that when you come home. With regard to foreign af- 
fairs, every thing you do abroad may and ought t tend? that 
way. Vour reading ſhould be chiefly hiſtorical ;. I do not mean 
of remote; darl,; and fabulous hriſtory, ſtilf leſs * jrmerack na- 
tural hiſtory of foſſils, minerals, plants, c. but I mean the 
uſeful, political, and conſtitutional hiſtory of Europe, for theſe laſt 
three centuries and an half. The other thing neceſſary for your 
foreign object, and not leſs neceſſary than either ancient or mo- 
dern knowledge; is a great knowledge of the world, manners, po- 
liteneſs, addreſs,” and /z ton de la Bonus compugnie. In that view, 
keeping a great deal of good company is the principal point which 
you are now to atiend to. It ſeems ridiculous to tell you, but it 
is moſt certainly true, that your dancing- maſter is at this time the 
man in all Europe of the greateſt importance to you. Vou muſt 
dance well, in order to fit, ſtand, and walk well; and you muſt: 
do all theſe well in order to pleaſe. What with your exertiſes, 
ſome reading, and a great deal of company, your day is, I confeſs, 
extremely taken up; but the day, if well employed, is long enough 
for every thing; and I am ſure you will not ſlattern away one mo- 
ment of it in inaction. At your age, people have ſtrong: and ac- 
tive ſpirits, alacrity and vivacity in all they do, are inigri, in- ＋ 
defatigable, and quick. The difference is, that a young fellow of or. | 
parts, exerts all ; thoſe' happy diſpoſitions in the purſuit of proper 
objects; endeavours to excel in the ſolid, and imthe ſhowith parts of 
life: whereas a filly puppy, or a dull rogue, throws away all his 
youth and ſpirits upon trifles, when he is ſerious, or upon diſ- 
graceful. vices; while he aims at pleaſuresi This, I am ſure, will not 
be your caſe; your good ſenſe and your good conduct hitherto, are 
your guarantees with me for the future. Continue only at Paris as 
Vol. II. M you 
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you have begun, and your ſtay there will make you, what I have 

always wiſhed you to be; as near perfection as our nature permits. 
Adieu, my dear; remember to write to me once a week, not as 

to a father, but without reſerve as to a friend. (1555 ; 


LET PER NX. 
W „ | London, Jan. the 14th, O. S. 175 r. 
- MY DEAR FRIEND, * e ee eee ee 
AMON the many good things Mr. Harte has told me of 
you, two in particular gave me great pleaſure. The firſt, 
that you are exceedingly careful and jealous of the dignity of your 
character: that is the ſure and ſolid foundation upon which you 
muſt both ſtand and riſe. A man's moral character is a more de- 
licate thing, than a woman's reputation of chaſtity. A flip or two: 
may poſſibly be forgiven her, and her character may be clarified by 
ſubſequent and continued good conduct: but a man's moral eha- 
rater once tainted is irreparably deſtroyed. The ſecond was, that 
you had acquired a moſt correct and extenſive knowledge of fo- 
reign affairs, ſuch as the hiſtory, the treaties, and the forms of 
government of the ſeveral countries of Europe. This ſort of 
knowledge, little attended to here, will make you not only uſeful, 
but neceſſary, in your future deſtination, and carry you very far. 
He added, that you wanted from hence ſome books, relative to dur 
laws and conſtitution, our colonies, and our commerce; which you 
know leſs of than of thoſe of any other part of Europe. I will 
ſend you what ſhort books I can find of that ſort, to give you a 
general notion of thoſe things; but you cannot have time to go 
into their depths at preſent, you cannot now engage with new 
folios ; you and I will refer the conſtitutional part of this county 


4 6 , 0 197909 


2 11 TT 10,0 HUS dn. 93 
to out meeting here, when we will enter ſeriouſly into it, and 
read the neceſſary books together. In the mean time, go on in 
the courſe you are in, of foreign matters; converſe with miniſters 
and others of every country, watch the tranſactions of every 
court, and endeavour to trace them up to their ſource, This, 
with your phyſics, your geometry, and your exerciſes, will be 
all that you can poſſibly have time for at Paris; for you muſt 
allow a great deal for company aud pleaſures: it is they that muſt 
give you thoſe manners, that addreſs, that tournure of the bear 
monde, which will qualify you for your future deſtination, » You 
muſt firſt pleaſe, in ordet to get the confidence, and conſequently 
the ſecrets, of the courts and miniſters for whom and wu whom 
85 you negotiate. 

5 I will ſend you by the firſt ct ethos book written by 
MN Lord Bolingbroke, under the name of Sir John Oldcaſtle, con- 
taining remarks upon the Hiſtory of England; which will give 
you a clear general notion of our conſtitution, and which will 
ſerve. you, at the ſame time (like all Lord Bolingbroke's works) 
for a model of eloquence and ſtyle. I will alſo ſend you Sir Jo- 
ſiah Childe's little book upon trade, which may properly be call- + 
ed, the Commercial Grammar. He lays down the true princi- 
ples of commerce, and his concluſions from them are generally 
very juſt, 1 
Since you turn your thoughts a little towards trade and com- | . 
merce, which I am very glad you do, I will recommend a 
French book to you, which you will eafily get at Paris, and 
which I take to be the belt book in the world of that kind; I 
mean the Dictionaire de Commerce de Savary, in three ee in 
folio; where you will find every one thing that relates to trade, 
commerce, ſpecies, exchange, &c. moſt clearly ſtated; and not 
only relative to France, but to the whole world. You will 
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eafity ſuppoſe, that I do not adviſe you to read ſuch a bock four 
de ſaite; but I only mean that you ſhould haue it at hand, u have 
ee te cee e eee eee ter ca 
With this great ſtock of both uſeful and ornamental knowledge, 
which you have already acquired, and which, by your application 
and induſtry, you are daily increafing, you will lay ſuch a ſolid 
ſoundation of future figure and fortune, that, if you compleat it 
by all the accompliſhments of manners, graces, Ic. I know 
nothing which you may not aim at, and, in time, 'hope for, 
Your great point at preſent at Paris, to which all other conſider- 
ations muſt give way, is to become entirely a man of faſhion ; 
to be well bred without ceremony, eaſy without negligence, 
ſteady and intrepid with modeſty, genteel without affectation, 
inſinuating without meanneſs, chearful without being noiſy, 
frank without indiſcretion, and ſecret without myſteriouſneſs; 
to know the proper time and place for whatever you ſay or do, 
and to do it with an air of condition: all this is not ſo ſoon nor 
ſo eaſily learned as people imagine, but requires obſervation and 
time. The world is an immenſe folio, which demands a great 
deal of time and attention to be read and underſtood as it ought to 
be: you have not yet read above four or five pages of it; and 
you will have but barely time to dip now and then in other leſs 
important books. * 1 

Lord Albemarle has (I know) wrote to a friend of his here, 
that you do not frequent him ſo much as he expected and defired ; 
that he fears ſomebody or other has given you wrong impreſſions 
of him; and that I may poſſibly think, from your being ſeldom 
at his houſe, that he has been wanting in his attentions to you. 
I told the perſon who told me this, that, on the contrary, you 
ſeemed, by your letters to me, to be extremely pleaſed with 
Lord Albemarle's behaviour to you ; but that you were obliged 
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to give up dinin _ abroad, during your courſe of FT 
philoſophy I gueſſed the true reaſon, which I believe was, that, 
as no French people frequent his houſe, you tather choſe to dine 
at other places, where you were likely to meet with better com- 
pany than your countrymen ; and you were in the right of it. 
However, I would have you ſhow no ſhyneſs to Lord Albemarle, 
but go to him, and dine with him oftener than it may be you 
would wiſh ; for the ſake of having him ſpeak well of you here 
when he returns. He is a good deal in faſhion here, and his 
puffing you (to uſe an awkward (expreſſion) before you return 
here, will be of great uſe to you afterwards. People in general 
take characters, as they do moſt things, upon truſt, rather than 
to be at the trouble of examining. them themſelves; and the 


deciſions of four or five faſhionable people, in every place, are final, 


more particularly with regard to characters, which all can hear, 
and but few judge of. Do not mention the leaſt of this to any 


mortal, and take care that Lord n do not ſuſpect that | 


you know any thing of the matter. 
Lord Huntingdon and Lord Stormont are, I hear, arrived at 


Paris; you have, doubtleſs, feen them. Lord Stormont is well 


ſpoken of here; however, in your connections, if you form any 
with. them, how rather a preference to Lord 5 — for 
reaſons which you will eaſily gueſs. 


Mr. Harte goes this week to Cornwall, to take poſſeſſion of his 


living; he has been inſtalled at Windſor : he will return here in 


about a month, when your literary correſpondence with him will 


be regularly carried on. Your mutual concern at parting was 
a good ſigu for both. 


I have this moment received good accounts of you from Paris. 


Go on, Vous tes en bon train, Adieu. 


LETTER 
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London, RO the 10:0: 8. 5 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


N all my letters from Paris, I 1 is rie of. finding, 
among many other good things, your docility mentioned with 
emphaſis : this is the ſure way of improving 1n thoſe things, 
which you only want. It is true, they are little; but it is 
as true too that they are neceſſary things. As they are mere mat- 
ters of uſage and mode, it is no diſgrace for any body of your 
age to be ignorant of them; and the moſt compendious way of 
learning them is, fairly to avow your ignorance, and to conſult 
thoſe who, from long uſage and experience, know them beſt. 
Good ſenſe, and good- nature, ſuggeſt civility in general; but, in 
good breeding, there are a thouſand little delicacies, which are 
eſtabliſned only by cuſtom; and it is theſe little elegancies of 
manners, which diſtinguiſh a courtier, and a man of faſhion, 
from the vulgar. I am aſſured, by different people, that your 
air is already much improved; and one of my . correſpondents 
makes you the true French compliment of ſaying, Poſe: vous pro- 
mettre qu'il ſera bientot comme un de nous autres, However un- 
becoming this ſpecch may be in the mouth of a Frenchman, I am 
very glad that they think it applicable to you ; for I would have 
you not only adopt, but rival, the beſt manners and uſages of the 
place you are at, be they what they will; that is the verſatility of 
manners, which is ſo uſeful in the courſe of the world. Chuſe 
your models well at Paris ; and then rival them in their own way. 
There are faſhionable words, phraſes, and even geſtures, at Paris; 
which are called du bon ton; not to mention certaines petites po- | 


liteſſes 
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Ateſſes et attentions, qui ne ſont rien en elles m&mes, which faſhion 
has rendered neceſſary. Make yourſelf maſter of all theſe things; 
and to ſuch a degree as to make the French ſay, gu on diroit aye 
ceft un Frangois; and when hereafter you ſhall be at other courts, 
do the ſame thing there, and conform to the faſhionable manners 
and uſage of the place; that is what the French themſelves are 
not apt to do: wherever they go, they retain their own manners, 
as thinking them the beſt ; but, granting them to be ſo, they are 
ſill in the wrong, not to conform to thoſe of the place. One 
would deſire to pleafe, wherever one is; and nothing is more in- 
nocently flattering, than an approbation, and an imitation. of the 
people one converſes with. | | 
I hope your colleges with Marcel 90 on . In thoſo 
ridiculous, though, at the ſame time, really important lectures, 
pray attend; and deſire your Profeſſor alſo to attend more parti- 
eularly to the chapter of the arms. It is they that decide of a 
man's being genteel or otherwiſe, more than any other part of 
the body. A twiſt, or ſtiffneſs in the wriſt, will make any man 
in Europe look awkward. The next thing to be attended to, is 
your coming into a room, and preſenting yourſelf to a company. 
This gives the firſt impreſſion; and the firſt impreſſion is often 
a laſting one. Therefore: pray deſire Profeſſor. Marcel to make 
you. come in and go out of his room frequently, and in the ſup- 
poſition of different companies being there; ſuch as miniſters, 
women, mixed companies, &c. Thoſe who preſent themſelves. 
well, have a certain dignity in their air; which, without the leaſt- 
ſeeming mixture. of pride, at once engages, and is reſpected. 
I ſhould not ſo often repeat, nor ſo long dwell upon ſuck 
trifles, with any body that had leſs ſolid and valuable knowledge: 
than you have. Frivolous people attend to thoſe things, par pre- 
A F * know nothing elſe; my fear with you is, that, from. 
ITY knowing 
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knowing better things, vou ſhould aſl theſe . and 
think them of much leſs conſequence | than they. rea. r 
they are of a great deal, and more eſpecially. to you- . 
Pleaſing, and governing women, may, in time, 2 of great 
ſervice to you. They often pleaſe and govern others, . frof *; 
are you in love with Madame de Berkenrode All, « or has ſome other 
taken her place i in your affections? 1 take i it for granted, that 2 
fe campue domat 2 enus, non erubeſeendis, adurit ignibus.. Un, ar- 
rangement Bhonntte fied gien a un galant þ homme. In. that caſe I re- 
commend to you the utmoſt diſcretion, and the pe 
filence. Bragging of, hinting at, intimating, or even affectedly 
diſclaiming, and deny ing ſuch an arrangement, will equally diſ- 
credit you among men and women. An unaffected filence \ upon 
that ſubject is the only true medium. . 
In your commerce with women, and indeed with men too, 
une certaine douceur is particularly engaging; it is that which 
conſtitutes that character, which the French talk of ſo much, and 
fo juſtly value; I mean 7 aimable. This douceur is not ſo, cafal ily 
deſcribed as felt. It is the compound reſult of different, things : I 
a complaiſance, a flexibility, but not a ſervility of manners: an 
air of ſoftneſs in the countenance, geſture, and expreſſion; ;. equal-, 
ly, whether you concur, or differ, with- the perſon you converſe 
with. Obſerve thoſe carefully, thoſe who have that douceur, 
that charms you and others; and your own good ſenſe will ſoon 
enable you to diſcover the different ingredients of which! it is com- 
poſed. Vou muſt be more particularly attentive to this dauctur, 
whenever you are obliged to refuſe what is aſked of you, or to ſay 
what, in itſelf, cannot be very agreeable to thoſe to whom you lay 
it. It is then the neceſſary gilding of a diſagreeable f pill. 2 2 F 
able conſiſts in a thouſand of theſe little things aggregately. fr 
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the fuaviter's in modo, which 1 have ſo often recommendec 15 on. 
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re) 55 Me, Harte ab 6 me, you ROE: want It, and I 
belers him. study, then, carefully, and acquire eifel the 
aimable, and you will have every thing. 15 

Abbe 8 who i is another of your pong, writes me 


— 


the 1 the . Profit of that, u pon hs Ke of - 


velling in different countries, without changing places. He ſays 


too, that he will carry you to the parliament, when any remark- 
able cauſe is to be tried, That is very well; go through the ſeve⸗ 
ral chatnbers of the parliament, and ſee and hear what they are 
doing: join practice and obſervation to your theoretical knowledge 
of their rights and privileges. No Engliſhman has the leaſt notion 
of them; 199 

I need not recommend you to go to the bottom of the conſti- 


me, that you have a peculiar turn that way, and have . 
yourſelf moſt correAly of them. | 

I muſt' now put ſome queries to you as to a feris Abb 
feritus, which J am fure you can anſwer me, and which I own 


cannot anſwer myſelf: they are upon a ſubject now anch 


talked of. 


iſt, Are chere any particular "IE W for the clefion, of. 


a King of the Romans, different from thoſe which are neceflary 
for the election of an Emperor? 


2dly, Is not a King of the Romans as legally elected by hs 
votes of a majority of the electors, as by two bid or by e una 


nimity of the edletors? 1 


zdly, Is there any particular law or confiitution of the Empire, 
that diſtinguiſhes, either in matter or in form, the election of a 


Vol. II. N King 


tutional and political knowledge of countries; for Mr. Harte tells 
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King of the Romans frein that of an Emperor?! And is mot the 
golden bull of Chattes the fourth equally the rule for hot. 
4thly, Were there not, at a meeting of a certain number 4 ths 


| electors (I have forgot when) ſome rules and limitations agreed 

upon concerning the election of a King of the Romans? And 
were thoſe reſtrictions ny and ou yy een the force 'of 
n "es | 

How happy am A my dear child, that can pipe to you 

for knowledge, and with a certainty of being rightly informed? It 
is knowledge, more than quick, flaſhy parts,-that makes a man of 
buſineſs. A man who is maſter of his matter will, with inferior 
parts, be too hard in parliament, and indeed any where elle, 
for a man of better parts, who knows his ſubject but ſuperficially: 
and if to his knowledge he joins eloquence and elocution, he muſt 
neceſſarily ſoon be at the head of that eb b but _— 
thoſe two, no knowledge is ſufficiennt. 
Lord Huntingdon writes me word, that he uus den you, _ 
that you have renewed your old ſchool-acquaintaince. Tell me 
fairly your opinion of him, and of his friend Lord Stormont; 
and alſo of the other Engliſh people of faſhion you meet wich. | 
I promiſe you inviolable fecrecy on my part. Vou and I muſt 
now write to each other as friends, and without the leaſt reſerve; 
there will for the future be a thouſand things in my letters, which 
1 would not have any mortal living but yourſelf fee, or know. 
Thoſe you will eafily' diſtinguiſh, and neither ſhow eee 3 
and I will do the fame by you. 7 Ton $16” n01EVAL 
Io come to another ſubject, for I have a | plobſire in talking 
1 every ſubje with you; how deep are you in Italian? Do 
you underſtand Arioſto, Taſſo Boccaccio; and Machiavelli ? I you 
do, 27 know enough of it, and may know all the Nr by:read- 
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3tip,7when yon laye time. Linkotoobuar Rey in Ita- 
it, to under- 


lian, eucopt in Italy an if you / know enough 
ſtanid the few Italian letters, that may in time come in your way, 
andd to ſpenk Italian tolerably to thoſe. very few Italians who ſpeak 
no Frenchꝗ give yourſelf no farther trouble about that language, 
till. you happen to have full leiſure to perfect yourſelf in it. It 
is not the ſame with regard to German; your ſpeaking and writ- 
ing that well, will! particularly diſtinguiſh you from every other 
mäm in England; and is, moreover, of great uſe to any one who 
is, as probably you will be, employed in the empire. Therefore, 
pray cultivate them ſedulouſly, by writing four or five lines of 
German every deu, . by en it to every German you 
meet Wwitn. | 

Vou have now not a ata in a great many good * at 
Paris, in which 1 adviſe you to make yourſelf domeſtic. This 
is to be done by a certain eaſineſs of carriage, and a decent fami- 
liarity. Not by way of putting yourſelf upon this frivolous foot- 
ing of being ſans conſequence, but by doing, in ſome degree, the 


Pn dl ici, ſaying to the maſter or miſtreſs, Ceci et de mon 
* departement, je inen charge que je men acquiite a mer- 
veille. This fort of badinage has ſomething engaging and lian: 
un it, and begets that decent familiarity, which it is both agree- 
able and uſeful to eſtabliſh. in good houſes, and with people of 
falhion. Mere formal viſits, dinners, and ſuppers, upon formal 
Invitations, are not the thing; they add to no connection, nor 
information: but it is the 05 careleſs, ingreſs and egreſs, at 
ell hours, that forms the pleaſing and profitable commerce of life. 

. 107 The paſt ds ſo negligent, that I loſe ſome letters from Paris 
entirely, and rective others much later: than 1 ſhould. To this 
. aſcribe my having received no letter from you of above a fort- 

A night, 


honours of the houſe and table, calling yourſelf en badinant le 
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to hear, from. you once a wel. Mr. Harte. is gone to Cornwall, 


me to look again, and that I ſhould diſcover your name at the 


4 p 


night, which; to my impatience, ſeeme a Jong tine. Lexpeet. 


and will be back. in about three werks. I haye a packet of books 
to ſend you by the farſt opportunity, Which, I believe, will he Mr. 
Yorke's return to P aris. x The Greek books come from Mr. F 
and the Engliſh ones from your humble ſervant. 
Read Lord Bolingbroke's: with great attention, as well to the 
Kyle as to the matter. I wiſh you could form yourſelf ſuch a 
ſtyle· in every language. Style is the dreſs of thoughts, and a 
well-drefled thought, like a n man, ee, to great 
wor Yours. Adieu. 9 | 
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L ET T E R XXII. 


London, _ the 28th, O. 8. 1751. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, _ 

Bill, for ninety pounds. ſterling, was brought me the 
other day, faid to be drawn upon me by you; A | 
N paying it at firſt, not upon account of the ſum, but 
becauſe you had ſent me no letter of advice, which is always done 
in, thoſe tranſactions, and ſtill more, becauſe I did not perceive 


that you, had ſigned it. The perſon who preſented it, deſired 


bottom; accordingly I looked again, and, with the help c of my 

magnifying glaſs, did perceive, | that what I had firſt taken 
only for ſomebody's mark was, in truth, your name, written in, 
the worſt and ſmalleſt hand I ever faw in my life. I cannot write 
quite ſo ill, but it was ſomething like this, > yan 


4 
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Howeyer, I paid it at a venture; though I, would ae rather 


O * 


loſe ane money, than. that ſuch a. ſiggaturg ſhould be Yours. | All. 
11 | 2 | gentle⸗ 
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geen. and al men of "bufindſy, write: their names always in 
ch ae why, that thei Aignattre may be ſo well khowm as not to 
be eri counterfeted ; and they generally ſign in rather a larger 
chutacter than'their cbeutn ü hand; 'whereas your name was in 
a leſs, and à wörſr; than yo common wrieing. This ſuggeſted 
to me the various accidents which may very Probably happen to 
you, while you write ſo ill. For inſtance, if you were to write 
in ſuch a character to the ſceretary's office, your letter would 
immediately be ſent to the decypherer, as containing matters of 
the utmoſt ſecrecy, not fit to be truſted to the common character. 
If you were to write ſo to an antiquarian, he (knowing you to- 
be a man of learning) would certainly try it by the Runic, Celtic, 
or Sclavonian alphabet; never ſuſpecting it to be a modern. 
character. And, if you were to ſend a poulet to a fine woman, 
in ſuch a hand, ſhe would think that it really came from the 
poullaillier, which, by the bye, is the etymology of the word, 
poulet ; for Henry the fourth of France uſed to ſend billers- 
doux to his miſtreſſes, by his powlaillier, under pretence of ſend- 
ing them chickens ; which gave the name of poulets to thoſt 
ſhort, but expreſſive, manuſcripts. I have often told you, that 
every man, who has the uſe of his eyes and of his hand, can write 
whatever hand he pleaſes; and it is plain that you can, ſince you 
write both the Greek and German characters, which you never 
learned of a writin maſter, extremely well, though your common 
hand, which y you nen of à maſter; is an exceeding bad and: 
liberal one, equally unfit for buſineſs or common uſe. I do not 
deſire that you ſhould write the laboured, ſtiff character of a 
writing-maſter : : a man of buſineſs muſt write quick and well, 
and that de epends fingly upon uſe. I'would therefore adviſe you 
to get ſome very good writing-maſter at Paris, and apply to it for 
a month only, which will be. ſufficient; for, upon my word, 


the 
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the Ving of a genteel plain hand of buſineſs is of much mote | 
importance than vou think. vou will ſay, it may be, 'that when 
you write ſo very ill, it is becauſe you are in a” hurry: to which 
I anſwer, Why are you ever in a hurry ? a man of ſenſe may be in 
haſte, but can never be in a hurty, becauſe he knows, that what- 
ever he does in a hurry he muſt neceffarily do very ill. He may 
be in haſte to diſpatch an affair, but he will take care not to let 
that haſte hinder his doing it well. Little minds are in 4 hurry, 
vhen the object (as it commonly is) is too big for them; they 
run, they hare, they puzzle, confound, and perplex, themſelves; 
they want to do every thing at once, and never do it at all. But 
a man of ſenſe takes the time neceſſary for doing the thing he is 
about, well; and his haſte to diſpatch a buſineſs, only appears by 
the continuity of his application to it: he purſues it with a cool 
Readineſs, and finiſhes it before he begins any other. I own 
your time is much taken up, and you have a great many different 
things to do; but remember, that you had much better do half 
of them well, and leave the other half undone, than to do them 
all indifferently. Moreover, the few ſeconds that are ſaved: in 
the courſe of the day, by writing ill inſtead of well, do not 
amount to an object of time, by any means equivalent to 
the diſgrace or ridicule of writing the ſcrawl of a commen whore. 
Conſider, that if your very bad writing could furniſh me 
with matter of ridicule, what will it not do to others, who 
do not view you in that partial light that 1 do. There Was a 
Pope, I think it was Cardinal Chigi, who was juſtly [ridiculed 
for his attention to little things, and his inability in great ones; 
and therefore called maximus in minimis, and minimut in uri 
mis; "Why? Becauſe he attended to little things, when he had 
great ones to do. At this particular period of your life, and at 
Wo Place you are now in, you have only little things to do; and 


: | you 
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vou would aks it habitual, to you to do them ry that, they 
may, require no, attention from Jou when; vou have, As. 1 hope 
you will have, greater things to mind. Make a good hand- writ- 
ing familiar to you now, that, you. may hereafter have nothing but 
your matter to think of, when you haye occaſiom to write to Kings 
and Miniſters. Dance, dreſs, preſent yourſelf, habitually, well 
now, that you may haye none of thoſe little things to think of 
hereaſter, and which will be all neceſſaty to be done well a 
finally, when you will haye greater things to do. 0 

As I am eternally thinking of every thing that can be mene 
to you, one thing has occurred to me, which I think neceſſary to 
mention to you, in order to prevent the difficulties, which it 
might otherwiſe lay you under: it is this; as you get more ac- 
quaintances at Paris, it will be impoſſible for you to frequent 
your firſt acquaintances, ſo much as you did, while you had no 
others. As for example, at your firſt d/bur, I ſuppoſe, you were 
chiefly, at Madame Monconſeil's, Lady Hervey's, and Madame 
Du Boccage s. Now that you have got ſo many other houſes, 
you cannot be at theirs ſo often as you uſed ;/ but pray take care 
not to give them the leaſt reaſon to think, that, you neglect or 
deſpiſe them, for the ſake of new and more dignified and ſhin- 
' igacquaintances ; which would be ungrateful. and imprudent 
on your part, and never forgiven on theirs, Call upon them often, 
though you do not. ſtay. with them ſo long as formerly.; 3 tell them 
that you are ſorry you are obliged to go away, but that you 
baye ſuch and ſuch engagements, which good breeding obliges you 
to comply with; and infinuate that you would rather, ſtay, with 
them. In ſhort, take care to make as many perſonal: friends, 
and as few, perſonal enemies, as poſſible. I do not mean, by 
perſonal friends, intimate and confidential friends, of which no 
man can hope to have half a aran in the whole courſe of his 
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life; but I mean friends, in the common acceptation of the 
word ; that is, people who ſpeak well of you, and who would 
rather do you good than harm, conſiſtently with their own inte- 
reſt, and no farther. Upon the whole, I recommend to you 
again and again les graces. Adorned by them, you may, in a 
manner, do what you pleaſe; it will be approved of : without them, 
your-beſt-qualities will loſe half their efficacy. Endeavour to be 
faſhionable among the French, which will ſoon make you faſhion- 
able here. Monſieur de Matignon already calls you le petit 
Franzois. If you can get that name generally at Paris, it will 
-put you. a la mode. Adieu, my dear child. 


E E T T E R XVIII 


London, February the 4th, O. S. 1751. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | 


T HE accounts which I receive of you from Paris grow 
1 every day more and more ſatisfactory. Lord Albemarle 
has wrote a fort of a panegyric of you, which has been ſeen by 
many people here, and which will be a very uſeful forerunner 
for you, Being in faſhion, is an important point for any body, 
any where; but it would be a very great one for you to be eſta- 
bliſhed in the faſhion here, before you return. Your buſineſs 
would be half done by it, as I am. ſure you would not give people 
reaſon to change their favourable præ- ſentiments of you. The 
good that is ſaid of you will not, I am convinced, make you a 
coxcomb.; .and, on the other hand, the being thought ſtill towant 
ſome little accompliſhments, will, I am perſuaded, not mortify 
ou, but only animate you to acquire them: I. will, therefore, 
* | ge 
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give you both fairly in the following. extract of a letter which I 
lately, received: from an ĩmpartial and diſoerning friend, ' 
A Joſe vous aſſurer que Monſieur Stanhope. reuſtira, Ia un 


2 : 


v0 © grand fond de ſgavoir, et une mémoire prodigieuſe, fans faire 
te parade de Jun ou de Lautræ. II cherche a plaire, et il plaira. 
« ha, de-la Phifionomie.; ſa figure eſt jolie quoique petite. 
. n'a rien de gauche, quoi qulil naie pas encore toutes les 
© graces, requiſes, que Marcel et les femmes lui donneront bien- 
« tot;  Enfin il ne lui manque qus ce qui devoit neceſſairement 
e Jui manquer à ſon age; je veux dire, les ulages, et une certaine 
% dclicateſſe dans les maniëres, qui ne 8 acquierent que par le 
<<. tems et la bonne compagnie. Avec ſon eſprit, il les prendra 
« bient6t, il v. a deja fait des progres, et il frequente les com- 
< pagnies les plus propres à les lui donner. 
By this extract, which I can aſſure you is a faithful one, you and 
1 have both of & the ſatisfaction of knowing, how much you 
haye, and hoy little you want. Let what you have give you (if 
poſſible) rather more ſeeming modeſt y, but at the fame time more 
interior frmneſs and aſſurance; and let what you want, which 
you ſee is very attainable, redouble your attention and endeavours. 
to acquire t. You have, in truth, but that one thing to apply to; 
and a very pleaſing an it e & it is ant pleaſures 5 
bod ng 10} mnie 3067797797 af oidtet ai gu 


« p Permit wee ee you, Sir, ar Mr. e will Rv dan 


15 owledge, and an uncommonly good memary, although he does not make 
KN either the one or the other. He is deſirous of pleaſing, and je | will, 


e hab an expreſſive countenance; his figure is elegant, Allbeügh litt dle. 
E not the leaſt aykwardneſs, though he has not as yet acquired all the graves 
uiſite, Which Marcel and the ladies will ſoon give him, In ſhort, he wants no- 
« (jo but thoſe things, which, at his age, muſt unayoidably be wanting; I wean, a 
« certain tùrti and (delicacy ef are to be acquired only by ings and in 


Wider wh 

* $994, company. Ready, as he is, he will oon learn them particularly ab he 0 

10 A pie 35 ary, che; moſt PE OBI: nia vino 30d ue 
Wor- II. 0 that 


* 


LORD CHESTERFIELD's LETTERS 
that you muſt arrive at it. Company, ſuppers, balls, Jpefacles, 
which ſhow you the models upon which you ſhould form your- 
ſelf, and all the little uſages, cuſtoms, and delicacies, which you 
muſt adopt, and make habitual to you, are now your only ſchools 
and univerſities ; in which young fellows and fine women will give 
you the beſt lectures. FEM e 
Monſieur du Boccage is another of your panegyriſts; and he 
tells me that Madame du Boccage à pris avec vous le ton de mie et 
de bonne ; and that you like it very well. You are in the right 
of it; it is the way of improving : endeavour to be upon that foot 
with every woman you converſe with ; excepting where there may 
be a tender point of connection; a point which I have nothing to 
do with: but if ſuch a one there is, I hope ſhe has not Je mauvais 
ni de vilains bras, which I agree with you in thinking a very diſ- 
agreeable thing. 1 

I have ſent you, by the opportunity of Pollock the courier, who 
was once my ſervant, two little parcels of Greek and Engliſh 
books; and ſhall ſend you two more by Mr. Yorke : but I ac- 
company them with this caution ; that, as you have not much time 
to read, you ſhould employ it in reading what is the moſt ne- 
ceſſary, and that is, indiſputably, modern hiſtorical, geographi- 
cal, chronological, and political knowledge; the preſent conſti- 
tution, maxims, force, riches, trade, commerce, characters, parties, 
and cabals, of the ſeveral courts of Europe. Many who are 
reckoned good ſcholars, though they know pretty accurately the 
governments of Athens and Rome, are totally ignorant of the 
conſtitution of any one country now in Europe, even of their own. 
Read juſt Latin and Greek enough to keep up your claſſical 
learning, which will be an ornament to you while young, and a 
comfort to you when old. But the true uſeful knowledge, 
and eſpecially for you, is the modern knowledge above-men- 


: a tioned. 


VE * 
tioned. It. is that which muſt, qualify you both for domeſ- 
tic and foreign buſineſs, and it is to that, therefore, that 
you ſhould principally direct your attention; and I know 
with great pleaſure, that you do ſo. I would not thus com- 


mend you to yourſelf, if I thought commendations would 
have upon you thoſe ill effects, which they frequently have upon 


weak minds. I think you are much above being a vain 


coxcomb, over rating your own merit, and inſulting others with 
the ſuperabundance of it. On the. contrary, I am convinced, 
that the conſciouſneſs of merit. makes a man of ſenſe more 
modeſt, though more, firm. A man who diſplays his own merit 
is a coxcomb, and a man who does not know it is a fool. ' A 
man of ſenſe knows it, exerts it, avails himſelf of -it, but never 
boaſts of it; and always ſcems rather to under than over value it, 
though, in truth, he ſets the right value upon it, It is a very 
true maxim of la Bruyere's (an author well worth your ſtudying) 
qu on ne vaut dans ce monde, que ce que l'on veut valoir. A man 
| who is really diffident, timid, and baſhful, be his merit what it 
will, never can puſh himſelf in the weak: his deſpondency 
throws him into inaction; and the forward, the buſtling, and 
the petulant, will —— get the better of him. The Manner 
makes the whole difference. What would be impudence in one 
Manner, is only a proper and decent aſſurance in another. A 
man of ſenſe, and of knowledge of the world, will aſſert his own 
rights, and purſue his own objects, as ſteadily and intrepidly, as 


the moſt impudent man living, and commonly more ſo; but 


then he has art enough to give an outward air of modeſty to all 
he does. This engages and prevails, whilſt the very ſame things 
ſhock and fail, from the over bearing or impudent manner only 
of doing them. 1 repeat my maxim, Suaviter in modo, ſed For- 
titer in re. Would you know the characters, modes, and manners, 
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of the latter end of the laſt age, which are very like thoſe of the 
preſent, read La Bruyere. But would you know man, indepen- 
dently of modes, read La Rochefoucault, who, I am afraid, 
paints him yery.exaQly.. iii ; 

Give the eneloſed to Abbé Guaſco, of whom you make good 
uſe, to go about with you, and ſee things. Between you and me, 
he has more knowledge than parts. Mais un habile homme ſgait 
tirer parti de tout; und every body is good for ſomething. Pre- 
ſident Monteſquiou is, in every ſenſe, a moſt uſeful acquaintance. 
He has parts, joined to great reading and knowledge of the 
world. Puiſez dans cette ſource tant que vous Pourrez. 

Adieu] May the graces attend you; for without them ogni fa- 
tica & vana, If they do not come to you willingly, raviſh them, 
and force them to accompany all you think, all you ſay, and all 
you do. 


Ws "OY 


LETTER $M. 


| London, February the 11th, O. 8. . 
MY DEAR FRIEND, OO” 


HEN you go to the play, which I hope you do often, 
for it is a very inſtructive amuſement, you' muſt certain- 
ly have obſerved the very different effeAs which 'the ſeveral parts 
have upon you, according as they are well or ill ated. The 
very belt tragedy of Corneille's, if well ſpoken and acted, intereſts, 
engages, agitates, and affects your paſſions. Love, terror, and 
pity, alternately poſſeſs you. But, if ill ſpoken and acted, it 
would only excite your indignation or your laughter. Why ? It 
is ſtill Corneille's; it is the ſame ſenſe, the ſame matter, whether 
well or ill ated. It is then merely the manner of ſpeaking and 

| acting 
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acting that makes this great difference in the effects. Apply this 
to yourſelf, -and-conclude from it; that if you would eſther pleaſe 
in a private company, or perſuade in a public aſſembly; air, 
looks, geſtures, graces, enunciation, proper accents, juſt emphaſis, 
and tuneful cadences, are full as neceflary as the matter itſelf. 
ket awkward, ungraceful, inelegant, and dull fellows, fay what 
they will in behalf of their ſolid matter, and ſtrong reaſonings; 
and let them deſpiſe all thoſe graces and ornaments, which en- 
gage the ſenſes and captivate the heart; they will find (though 
they will poſſibly wonder why) that their rough unpoliſhed mat- 
ter, and their unadorned, eoarſe, but ſtrong arguments, will 
neither pleaſe nor perſuade; but, on the contrary, will tire out 
attention, and excite diſguſt. We are ſo made, we love to be 
pleaſed, better than to be informed; information is, in a certain 
degree, mortifying, as it implies our previous ignorance; it muſt 
be ſweetened to be palatable. 

To bring this directly to you; know that no man can make a 
figure in this country, but by parliament. Vour fate depends 
upon your ſucceſs there as a ſpeaker; and, take my word for it, 
that ſucceſs turns much more upon Manner than Matter. Mr. Pitt, 
and Mr. Murray, the ſolieitor-general, uncle to Lord Stormont, 
are, beyond eompariſon, the beſt: ſpeakers; why? Only becauſe 
they are the beſt orators. They alone can inflame or quiet the 
houſe ; they alone are ſo attended to, in that numerous and noiſy 
aſſembly, that you might hear a pin fall while either of them is 
ſpeaking. Is it that their matter is better, or their arguments 
Rronger, than other people's? Does the houſe. expect extraordi- 
nary informations from them? Not in the leaſt; but the houſe 
expects pleaſure from them, and therefore attends; finds it, and 
therefore approves. Mr. Pitt, particularly, has very little par- 
liamentary knowledge; his matter is generally flimſy, and his 

3 | arguments 
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arguments often weak : but his eloquence 1s ſuperior, his action 
graceful, his enunciation juſt and harmonious ; his periods are well 
turned, and every word he makes uſe of is the very beſt, and 
the moſt expreſſive, that can be uſed in that place. This, and 
not his matter, made him pay-maſter, in ſpite of both King and 
Miniſters. From this, draw the obvious concluſion. The ſame 
thing holds full as true in converſation; where even trifles, ele- 
gantly expreſſed, well looked, and accompanied with graceful 
action, will ever pleaſe, beyond all the home-ſpun, unadorned 
ſenſe in the world. Reflect, on one ſide, how you feel within 
yourſelf, while you are forced to ſuffer the tedious, muddy, and 
ill- turned narration of ſome awkward fellow, even though the 
fact may be intereſting; and on the other hand, with what plea- 
ſure you attend to the relation of a much leſs intereſting matter, 
when elegantly expreſſed, genteely turned, and gracefully deli- 
vered. By attending carefully to all theſe agremens in your daily 
converſation, they will become habitual to you, before you come 
into parliament; and you will have nothing then to do, but to 
raiſe them a little when you come there, I would wiſh you to 
be ſo attentive to this object, that I would not have you ſpeak to 
your footman, but in the very beſt words that the ſubject admits 
of, be the language which it will, Think of your words, and of 
their arrangement, before you ſpeak ; chuſe the moſt elegant, and 
place them in the beſt order. Conſult your own-ear, to avoid ca- 
cophony; and what is very near as bad, monotony. Think alſo 
of your geſture and looks, when you are ſpeaking even upon the 
moſt trifling ſubjects. The ſame things, differently expreſſed, 
looked, and delivered, ceaſe to be the ſame things. The moſt paſ- 
ſionate lover in the world cannot make a ſtronger declaration of 
love, than the Bowrgeois. gentilhomme does in this ha ppy form of 
words, Mourir d amour me font belle M. arquiſe vos beaux yeux. 
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I defy any body to ſay more; and yet I would adviſe no body to 
gay that; and I would recommend to you, rather to {mother and 
conceal your paſſion intirely, than to reveal it in theſe words. 
Seriouſly, this holds in every thing, as well as in that ludicrous 
inſtance. The French, to do them juſtice, attend very minutely 
to the purity, the correctneſs, and the elegancy of their ſtyle, in 
converſation, and in their letters. Bien narrer is an object of 
their ſtudy; and though they ſometimes carry it to affectation, 
they never ſink into inelegancy, which is much the worſt ex- 
treme of the two. Obſerve them, and form your French ſtyle upon 
theirs; for elegancy in one language will re- produce itſelf in all. 
E knew a young man, who, being juſt elected a member of par- 
liament, was laughed at for being diſcovered, through the key- 
hole of his chamber door, ſpeaking to himſelf in the glaſs, and: 
forming his looks and geſtures. I could not join in that laugh; 
but, on the contrary, thought him much wiſer than thoſe who 
laughed at him; for he knew the importance of thoſe little 
graces in a public aſſembly, and they did not. Your little per- 
ſon, (which Iam told by the way is not ill turned) whether in a 
laced coat, or a blanket, is ſpecifically the ſame; but yet, I believe,, 
you chuſe to wear the former; and you are in the right, for the 
ſake of pleaſing more. The worſt-bred man in Europe, if a lady: 
let fall her fan, would certainly take it up and give it her: the 
| beſt-bred. man in Europe could do no more. The difference 1 
however would be conſiderable; the latter would pleaſe by 3 
doing it graceſully ; the former would be laughed at for doing | Hf F 
it awkwardly. I repeat it, and repeat it again, and ſhall never ceaſe 4 
repeating it to you; air, manners, graces, ſtyle, elegancy, and all 
thoſe ornaments, muſt now be the only objects of your attention; 
it is now, or never, that you muſt acqui:e them. Poſtpone, there- 
fore, all other conſiderations; make them now your ſerious ſtudy :: 
8 Ip your 
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you have not one moment to loſe, The ſolid and the ornamental 
united, are undoubtedly. beſt ; but were 1 reduced to make 
| option, I ſhould without heſitation chuſe the latter. _ 
I hope you aſſiduouſly frequent Marcel“, and carry graces from 
him; nobody had more to ſpare than he had formerly. Have 
you learned to carve ? for it is ridiculous not to carve well, A man 
who tells you gravely that he cannot carve, may as well tell you 
that he cannot blow his noſe ; it is both as neceſſary, and as eaſy, 
Make my compliments to Lord Huntingdon, whom I love and 
honour extremely, as I dare ſay you do; I will write to him ſoon, 
though I believe he has hardly time to read a letter; and my 
letters to thoſe I love are, as you know by experience, not very 
ſhort ones: this is one proof of it, and this would have been 
longer, if the paper had been ſo. Good night then, my dear child. 


L E T T E R XXIV. | 
W London, February the 28th, O. 8. 1752. 
HIS epigram in Martial, 

Non amo tte, Sabidi, nec poſſum direre quare, 

Hoc tantum poſſum dicere, non amo te, WE 
has puezled a great many people; who cannot conceive how it 
is poſſible not to love any body, and yet not to know the reaſon 
why. I think I conceive Martial's meaning very clearly, though 
the nature of epigram, which is to be ſhort, would not allow 
him to explain it more fully; and I take it to be this, O Sabidis, 
ou are a very worthy deſerving man; you have a thouſand. good 
qualities, you have a great deal of learning; I efteem, 1 reſpect, 


At that time the moſt celebrated · dancing · maſter at Paris. 
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but oo 2he ge, F mit ] camot love you, thiugh I cannot parti- 
cularly ſay why. You are not aimable; you have not thoſt trgaging 
nanners, thoſe pleu ſing attentions, theſe graces, and ibu. addreſs, 
which are abſolutely neceſſary to pleaſe, though im polſibis to deßne. 
I cannot Jay is is this of that particular thing that hinders me from 
loving you, it is the whole together; ; an 4 pbn the whole you are not 
agreeable. How often have I, in the courſe of my life, fouhd 
myſelf in this fituation, with regard to many of my acquaintanee, 
whom I have honoured and reſpected, without being able to loved 
I did not know why, becauſe, when one is young, one does not 
take the trouble, nor allow one s- ſelf the time, to analyſe onè d ſen· 
tinierits, and to trace them up to their ſouree. But ſubſequent 
obſervation and reflection have taught me why. There is a man, 
whoſe moral character, deep learning, and ſuperiot parts, 1 
acknowledge, admire, and reſpect; but whom it is ſo impoſſible 
for me to love, that I am almoſt in a fever whenever I am in his 
company. His figure (without being deformed) ſeems made to | 
diſgrace or ridicule the common ſtructure of the human body. His 
legs and arms are never in the poſition, which, according to the 
ſituation of his body, they ought to be in; but conftantly em- 
ployed in committing acts of hoſtility vpon the graces. He 
throws any where, but down his throat, whatever he means to 
drink ; and only mangles what he means to carve. Inattentive to 
all the regards of focial life, he miſ-times or miſ-places every. thing. 4% 
He'difputes with heat, and indiſcriminately; mindleſs of tlie rank, 
character, and ſituation of thoſe with whom he diſputes; abſo- 


lutely ignotatit of the ſeveral gradations of familiarity or reſpect; 
he is exactly the ſame to his fuperiors, his equals, and his in- , 


feriors; and therefore, by a neceſſary conſequence, abſurd to two 
of che three. Is it Poſſible to love ſuch a man? No. The 
P 
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utmoſt I can do. for him, is to conſider him as a reſpe@able 


 Hottentot. 


I remember, that when I came. from Guahtidae; I had acquired, 
among the pedants of that illiberal ſeminary, a ſaucineſs.of litera- 
ture, a turn to ſatire and contempt, and a ſtrong tendency to 


argumentation and contradiction. But I had been but a very 


little while in the world, before I found that this would by no 
means do; and I immediately adopted the oppoſite character: 
I concealed what learning I had; I applauded often, without 
approving ; and I yielded commonly, without conviction. Suavi- 


ter in modo was my law and my prophets ; ; and if I pleaſed 


(between you and me) it was much more owing to that, than to 
any ſuperior knowledge or merit of my own. A propos, the word 
pleaſing puts one always in mind of Lady Hervey : pray tell her, 


that I declare her reſponſible to me for your pleaſing : that I 


conſider her as a pleaſing Falſtaff, who not only pleaſes, herſelf, + 
but is the cauſe of pleaſing in others: that I know ſhe can 
make any thing of any body; and that, as your governeſs, if ſhe 


does not make you pleaſe, it muſt be only becauſe ſhe will not, 


and not becauſe ſhe cannot. I hope you are, du bois dont on en 
fatt ; and if fo, ſhe is ſo good a ſculptor, that I am. ſure ſhe can 


give you whatever form ſhe pleaſes, A verſatility of manners is 
as neceſſary in ſocial, as a verſatility . of parts. is in political life. 


One muſt often yield, in order to prevail; one muſt humble one's- 
ſelf to be exalted ; one muſt, like St. Paul, become all things to 
all men, to gain. "ml ; and (by the way) men are taken by the 
ſame means, mutatis aca, that women are gained; by.gentle- 


og s will \ hol to a miniſter as. well as to a miſtreſs: 2 
| hs 


"7 HOT RE SES ONGC 77" ; ip. | 

aid61500tPhe proftrate lover, when he loweſt lies, 
But ſtoops to conquery and but kneels to riſe. 

In the courſe of the world, the qualifications of the cameleon are 


often neceſſary ; nay, they muſt be carried a little farther, and ex- 
erted a little ſooner ; for you ſhould, to a certain degree, take the 
hue of either the man or the woman that you want, and wiſh to be 
upon terms with. A propos, Have you yet found out at Paris any 
friendly and hoſpitable Madame de Lurſay, gui veut bien ſe char- 
ger du ſoin de vous eduquer ? And have you had any occaſion of 
repreſenting to her, 9 elle faiſoit donc des nauds'? But I aſk your 
pardon, Sir, for the abruptneſs of the queſtion, and acknowledge 
that I am meddling with matters that are out of my department; 
However, in matters of leſs importance I defire to be, de vos e- 
crets le fidele depoſitaire. Truſt me with the general turn and 
colour of your amuſements at Paris. Is it /2 Fracas du grand 
monde, comedies, bali, operas, cour, &c, ? Or is it, des petites ſo- 
cietes moins brutantes mais pas pour cela moins agreables ? Where 
are you the moſt etabli ? Where are you le petit Stanhope ? ? Vous 
vous encore jour, d quelque arrangement honn#te 9 Have you made 
many acquaintances among the young Frenchmen who ride at 
your Academy; and who are they? Send me this ſort of chit-chat 
in your letters, which, by the bye, 'I wiſh' you would honour me 1 
with ſomewhat oftener. If you frequent any of the myriads of ow” > 
polite Engliſhmen, who infeſt Paris, who are they ? Have you —_ 
finiſhed with Abbe Nolet, and are you aw fait of all the pro- | 7 
perties and effects of air? Were I inclined to quibble, I would ſay, e 
that the effects of air, at leaſt, are beſt to be learned of Marcel. 
If you have quite done with I Abbe Nolet, aſk my friend V Abbe 
Sallier to recommend to you ſome meagre philomath, to teach you 
a little geometry and aſtronomy ; not enough to abſorb your at- 
tention, and puzzle your intellects, but only enough, not to be 
1 groſsly 
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groſely ignorant of either. I have of late been a ſort of an um 
ome malgrt moy, by bringing in. laſt Monday, into the houſe of 
Lords, a bill for. reforming our preſant Calendar, and taking the 
New Style. Upon which occaſion I was obliged to talk ſome 
aſtronomical jargon, of which I did not underſtand one word, 
but got it by heart, and ſpoke it by rote from a maſter. 
I wiſhed that 1 had known a little more of it myſelf; and ſo 
much 1 would have you know. But the great and neceſſary 
knowledge of all is, to know yourſelf and others: this know- 
ledge requires great attention and long experience 3 exert the for- 
mer, and may you have the latter Adieu. 


P. S. T have this moment received your letters of the 27th Fe- 
hruary, and the ad March, N. 8. The ſeal. ſhall be done as ſoon. 
as poſſible. I am glad that you are employed in Lord Albemarle's 
. 5 3 it will teach you, at leaſt, the mechanical part of that 
buſineſs, ſuch as folding, entering, and. docketing, letters; for 
you mult not imagine that you. are let into the fin fin of the cor - 
reſpondence, nor indeed is it fit that you ſhould, at your age. 
However, uſe, yourſelf to ſecrecy as to the letters you either read 
or write, that in time you may be truſted with, /ecrer, very, ſecret, 
Separate, apart, &c. I am, ſorry. that this buſineſs interferes. with 
Pour riding; I hope it is but ſeldom. ; but I inſiſt upon its not in- 
terfering with your dapging-maſter, who is at this time the moſt! 
uſeful and neceſſary of all, the maſters you have or can have. 


EX ETTER 


* 
* 


1 17 8 f 1 N : 
T 3 18 , , 1 —_— _— "Ty 
FO HFS $0 99 
8 oy 


- ” C 0 b 1 £ , - . 
. * o N . 
* 4 94 1 3" * a F * A iy & » * ©» \- © ba 
« © - y 1 1 a 4 1 1 2 2 — 9 | Wa » 
„i <3 wa KY 5 | 11 
* * - 
. 


MY DEAR FRIEND. 85 1 8 70 
Mentioned to you, ſome time ago, a a ſentence; : which 1 Vorl 
moſt earneſtly wiſh you always to retain in your thoughts, 
and obſerve in your conduct. It is ſuaviter in modo, fortiter. In. 
re. I do not know any one rule fo unexceptionably uſeful and 


neceſſary in every part of life, I ſhall therefore take it for my 


text to day; and, as old men love preaching, and I have ſome- 
right to preach to you, I here preſent you with my ſermon upon 


theſe words. To proceed then regularly and pulpirically; 3 F wil 


firſt ſhow you, my beloved, the neceſſary connection of the two 
members of my text, ſuaviter in modo; fortiter in re. In the 


next place, I ſhall ſet forth the advantages and utility reſulting 
from a ſtrict obſervance of the precept contained in my text; and 


conclude with an application of the whole. The ſuaviter in modo 


tempered and ſoftened, by the ſuaviter in modo. however, they 
are ſeldom united. The warm, choleric man, with ſtrong ani-- 


mal ſpirits, deſf piſes the ſuaviter in modo, and thinks to carry all be- 


fore him bythe fortiter in re. He may poſſibly, by great accident, 
now and then ſucgeed,. when he has only weak and timid people 
to deal with; but his general fate will be, to ſhock, offend, be 
hated, and fail. On the other hand, the cunning, crafty man, thioks- 


to gain all his ends by the ſuaviter in modo only he becomes | 


all. ere all men; he ſeems to have no opinion of his on, and 
* fſeryilely 


alone would degenerate and ſink into a mean, timid com plaiſance, 
and paſſiyeneſs, if not ſupported and dignified by the fortiter in 
re; which would alſo run into impetuoſity and brutality, if not 
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4 rely adopts the preſent opinion of the preſent perſon ; he in- 
ſinuates himſelf only into the eſteem of fools, but is ſoon detected, 
and ſurely deſpiſed by every. body elſe. The wiſe man (who 
differs as much from the cunning, as from the choleric man) alone 
Joins the ſuaviter in modo with the fortiter in re. Now to the ad- 
vantages ariſing from the ſtrict obſervance of this precept. 

If you are in authority, and have a right to- command, your 
commands delivered /uaviter in modo will be willingly, chear- 
fully, and conſequently well obeyed ; whereas, if given only forti- 
ter, that is brutally : they will rather, as Tacitus ſays, be inter- 
preted than executed. For my own part, if I bid my footman 
bring me a glaſs of wine, in a rough inſulting manner, I ſhould 
expect, that in obeying me, he would contrive to ſpill ſome of it 
upon me; and I am ſure I ſhould deſerve it. A cool ſteady re- 
ſolution ſhould ſhow, that where you have a right to command, 
you will be obeyed ; but, at the ſame time, a gentleneſs in the 
manner of enforcing that obedience, ſhould make it a chearful 
one, and ſoften, as much as poſſible, the mortifying conſciouſneſs 
of inferiority. If you are to aſk a favour, or even to ſolicit your 
due, you muſt do it ſuaviter in modo, or you will give thoſe, 
who have a mind to refuſe you either, a pretence to do it, by re- 
ſenting the manner; but, on the other hand, you muſt, by a 
ſteady perſeverance and decent tenaciouſneſs, ſhow the fortiter in re. 
The right motives are ſeldom the true ones, of men's actions, eſpe- 
cially of kings, miniſters, and people in high ſtations; who oſten 
give to importunity and fear, what they would refuſe to juſtice or 
to merit. By the ſuaviter in modo engage their hearts, if you can; 
at leaſt, prevent the pretence of offence : but take care to ſhow 
enough of the fortiter in re to extort from their love of eaſe, or 
their fear, what you might in vain hope for from their juſtice or 
good-nature. People in high life are hardened to the wants and 


1 | diitreſſes 
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Aifreſſs of- . a8 ſurgeons are to their boifily.x pains ; they 
ſee and hear of them all day long; and even of ſo many ſimulated 
ones, that they do not know which are real, and which not. 
Other ſentiments are therefore to be applied to, than thoſe of mere 
juſtice and humanity; their favour muſt be captivated by the 
fuaviter i in modo: their love of eaſe diſturbed by unwearied impor- 
tunity, or their fears wrought upon by a decent intimation of im- 
placable, cool, reſentment; this is the true fortiter in re. This 
precept is the only way I know in the world, of being loved with- 
out being deſpiſed, and feared without being hated. It conſtitutes 
the dignity of character, which n wiſe man muſt endeavour 
to eſtabliſh. 

No to apply what bas been ſaid, and ſo 1 1 
If you find that you have a haſtineſs in your temper; ith; 
unguardedly breaks out into indiſereet ſallies, or rough expreſſions, 
to either your ſuperiors, your equals, or your inferiors, watch it 
narrowly, check it carefully, and call the ſuaviter in modo to your 
aſſiſtanoe: at the firſt. impulſe of paſſion, be ſilent, till you can be 
ſoft. Labour even to get the command of your countenance ſo 
well, that thoſe emotions may not be read in it: a moſt unſpeak- 
able advantage in buſineſs!. On the other hand, let no complai- 
ſance, no gentleneſs of temper, no weak deſite of pleaſing on your 
part, no wheedling, coaxing, nor flattery, on other people's, 
make you recede one jot from any point that reaſon and prudence 
have bid you purſue; but return to the charge, perſiſt, perſevere, 
and,you will find moſt things attainable. that are. poſſible. A 
yielding timid meekneſs is always abuſed and inſulted by the un- 
Juſt and. the unſeeling; but when ſuſtained by the forziter in re, 
is always reſpected, commonly ſucceſsful., In your friendſhips and 
connections, as well as in your enmities, this rule is particularly 
uſef ul; let your anna s and vigour, preſerve, and invite. attach- 
ments 
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ments to you but, at the ſame time, let your manner Finder the 
enemies of Jour friends and dependants from becoming yours: 

let your enemies be diſarmed by the gentleneſs of your manner; 
but let them ſeel, at the ſame time, the ſteadineſs of your 


12 Joſt reſentment; for there is great difference between bear- 


ing malice, which is always ungenerous, and a reſolute ſelf⸗ 
defence, which is always prudent and- juſtifiable. In negoci- 
ations with Foreign miniſters, remember the fortiter in re; give 
up no point, accept of no expedient, till the utmoſt neceſſity 
reduces you to it, and even then diſpute the ground inch by inch; 
but then, while you are contending with the miniſter Bure 
in re, remember to gain the man by the ſuauiter in mods. 
If you engage his heart, you have a fair chance for impoſing 
upon his underſtanding, and determining his will. Tell him, in 
a frank gallant manner, that your miniſterial wrangles do not 
leflen your perſonal regard for his merit; but that, on the 
contrary, his zeal and ability, in the ſervice of his mafter, 
increaſe it; and that, of all things, you defire to make a good 
friend of ſo good a ſervant. By theſe means you may and will 
very often be a gainer, you never can be a loſer. Some people 
cannot gain upon themſelves to be eaſy and civil to thoſe who 
are either their rivals, competitors, or oppoſers, though, indepen- 
dently of thoſe accidental circumſtances, they would like and 
eſteem them. They betray a ſhyneſs and an awkwardneſs in 
company with them, and catch at any little thing to expoſe 
them; and ſo, from temporary and only occaſional opponents, 
make them their perſonal enemies. This is exceedingly weak 
and detrimental, as, indeed, is all humour in buſineſs; which 
can only be carried on ſucceſsfully, by unadulterated good policy 
and right zeaſoning. In ſuch ſituatiens 1 would be more parti- 
æularly and noblement, civil, eaſy, and frank, with the man whoſe 
2 | | dieſigns 
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deſigns I traverſed ; this is commonly called ey and 2 
nanimity, but is, in truth, good ſenſe and policy. 
manner is often as important as the matter, ſometimes more 4 
a favour may make an enemy, and an injury may make a friend, 
according to the different manner in which they are ſeverally done. 
The countenance, the addreſs, the words, the enunciation, the 
graces, add great efficacy to the ſwaviter in modo, and great 
dignity to the Jortiter in in re; and ben they —— che 
utmoſt attention. | 

From what has been ſaid, I conclude with this We OI 
that gentleneſs of manners, with firmneſs of mind, is a ſhort, but 
full deſcription of human perfection, on this ſide of religious and 
moral duties: that you may be ſeriouſly convinced of this truth, 
and ſhow it in your life and converſation, 1s to moſt fiacrre and 
ardent with of yours, 


I. E T T E R XNVI. 
8 8 March the 11th, O. S.! 7 5t. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

Received by the laſt poſt a letter from Abbe Gabe, in 

; which he joins his repreſentations to thoſe of Lord Albemarle, 
againſt your remaining any longer in your very bad lodgings at the 
academy; and, as I do not find that any advantage can ariſe to 
you, from being interne in an academy, which is full as far from 
the riding-houſe, and from all your other maſters, as your lodg- 

ings will probably be, I agree to your removing to an h, 

garni; the Abbe will help you to find one, as I defire him by 

the encloſed, which you will give him. I muſt, however, annex 


one condition to your going into private lodgings, which is, an 
Vor. II. 2 Ee abſolute 
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abſolute excluſion of Engliſh breakfaſts and ſuppers at them; 
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the former conſume the whole morning, and the latter employ 
the evenings very ill, in ſenſeleſs toaſting a  Angloife in their 
infernal claret. You will be ſure to go to the riding-houſe as 
often as poſlible, that is, whenever your new buſineſs at Lord 
Albemarle's does not hinder you. But at all events, I inſiſt 
upon your never miſſing Marcel, who is at prefent of more con- 
ſequence to you than all the gureaus in Europe; for this is the 
time for you to acquire tous ces petits riens, which, though in an 
arithmetical account, added to one another ad infinitum, they 
would amount to nothing, in the account of the world amount 
to a great and important ſum. Les agremens et les graces, 
without which you will never be any thing, are abſolutely made 
up of all thoſe rient, which are more eaſily felt than deſcribed, 
By the way, you may take your lodgings for one whole year 
certain, by which means you may get them much cheaper; for 
though I intend to ſee you here in leſs than a year, it will be but 
for a little time, and you will return to Paris again, where TI: 
intend-you ſhall tay till the end of April twelvemonth, 1752; at 
which time, provided you have got all Ja politeſſe, les manieres, 
les attentions, et les graces du beau monde, I ſhall place you- in 
ſome buſmeſs ſuitable to your deſtination. 06. 72 

I have received, at laſt, your preſent of the carton, from 
Dominichino, by Blanchét. It is very fanely done; it is pity that 
he did not take in all the figures of the original. I will hang it 
up, where it ſhall be your own again ſome time or other, 

Mr. Harte is returned in perfect health from Cornwall, and has 
taken poſſeſſion of his prebendal houſe at Windſor, which is a 
very pretty one. As I dare ſay you will always feel, I hope you 
will always expreſs, the ſtrongeſt ſentiments of gratitude and 
friendſhip for him. Write to him frequently, and attend to the 


letters 
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letters you receive from him. He ſhall be with us at Black- 
heath, alias Babiole, all the time that I propoſe you ſhall be _— 
which, I believe, will be the month of Auguſt next. 
Having thus mentioned to you the probable time of our meet- 
ing, I will prepare you a little for it. Hatred, jealouſy, or envy, 
make moſt people attentive to diſcover the leaſt defects of thoſe 
they do not love; they rejoice at every new diſcovery they. make 


of that kind, and take care to publiſh it. I thank God, I do 


not know what thoſe three ungenerous paſſions are, having never 
felt them in my own breaſt ; but love has juſt the ſame effect 
upon me, except that I conceal, inſtead of publiſhing, the defects 
which my attention makes me diſcover in thoſe I love, I curiouſly 
pry into them; I analyſe them; and wiſhing either to find them 
perfect, or to make them ſo, notkiies eſcapes me, and I ſoon 
diſcover every the leaſt gradation towards, or from that perfection. 
You muſt, therefore, expect the moſt critical examen that ever 
any body underwent: I ſhall diſcover your leaſt, as well as your 


greateſt defects, and I ſhall very freely tell you of them, Nn 
quod odio habeam, ſed quod amem. But I hall tell them 


you tete d- tete, and as Micio, not as Demea; and I will 
tell them to nobody elſe. I think it but fair to inform 


you beforehand, where I ſuſpect that my criticiſms are likely 


to fall; and that is more upon the outward, than upon 
the inward man, I neither ſuſpect your heart nor your head; 
but, to be plain with you, I have a ftrange diſtruſt of your 
air, your addreſs, your manners, your rournure, and particularly 


of your enunciation and elegancy of ſtyle. Theſe will be all 
put to the trial; for while you are with me, you muſt do 
the honours of my houſe and table; the leaſt inaccuracy or 


inelegancy will not eſcape me; as you will find by @ look at the 
time, and by a remonſtrance afterwards when we are alone. You 
will ſee a great deal of company of all forts at Babiole, and par- 
Q 2 ticularly 
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ticularly Foreigners. Make, therefore, in the mean time, all theſe 
exterior and ornamental qualifications your peculiar care, and 
diſappoint all my imaginary ſchemes of - criticiſm. Some authors 
have criticiſed their own works firſt, in hopes of hindering others 
from doing it afterwards: but then they do it themſelves with ſo 
much tenderneſs and partiality for their own production, that not 
only the production itſelf, but the preventive criticiſm, is criticiſed, 
I am not one of thoſe authors; but, on the contrary, my ſeverity 
increaſes with my fondneſs for my work; and if you will but 
effectually correct all the faults I ſhall find, I will inſure you 
from all ſubſequent criticiſms from other quarters. 

Are you got a little into the interior, into the conſtitution of 
things at Paris? Have you ſeen what you have ſeen thoroughly ? 
For, by the way, few people ſee what they fee, or hear what they 
hear; for example, if you go to les Invalides, do you content 
yourſelf with ſeeing the building, the hall where three or four 
hundred cripples dine, and the galleries where they lie; or do you 
inform yourſelf of the numbers, the conditions of their admiſſion, 
their allowance, the value and nature of the fund by which the 
whole is ſupported ? This latter I call ſeeing, the former is only 
ſtaring. Many people take the opportunity of les vacances, to go 
and fee the empty rooms, where the ſeveral chambers of the parlia- 
ment did fit ; which rooms are exceedingly like all other large 
rooms: when you go there, let it be when they are full; ſee and 
hear what is doing in them; learn their reſpective conſtitutions, 
Juriſdictions, objects, and method of proceeding; hear ſome 
cauſes tried in every one e of the different chambers. Approfondiſſes 
tes choſes. 

I am n to hear that you are ſo well at Marquis de St. Ger- 
main's*, of whom I hear a very good character. How are you 
with the other foreign miniſters at Paris > Do you frequent the 


hy Ar that time Embaſſador from the King of Sardinia. at the court of France. 
| Dutch 
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md  Einbaftador or Embaſladrefs ? Have you any wok at the 
Nuncio s, or at the Imperial and Spaniſh Embafſador's ? It is uſe- 
ful. Be more particular in your letters to me, as to your manner 
of paſſing your time, and the company you keep. Where do you 
dine and ſup ofteneſt, whoſe houſe is moſt FO home ? Adie u. 
Les graces, les graces. 


L E 1 E R XXVII. 


London, March the * O. 8. 1751. 
MY DEAR F RIEND, 


Acquainted you in a former letter, that I had brought a bill 

into the Houſe of Lords for correcting and reforming our preſent 
calendar, which is the Julian; and for adopting the Gregorian. 
Iwill now give you a more particular account of that affair; from 
which reflections will naturally occur to you, that I hope may be 
ufeful, and which I fear you have not made. It was noto- 
rious, that the Julian calendar was erroneous, and had overcharg- 
ed the ſolar year with eleven days. Pope Gregory the xr 3th cor- 
rected this error; his reformed calendar was immediately received 
by all the Catholic powers of Europe, and afterwards adopted by 
all the Proteſtant ones, except Ruſſia, Sweden, and England. It 
was not, in my opinion, very honourable for England to remain 
in a groſs and avowed error, eſpecially in ſuch company; the in- 
conveniency of it was likewiſe felt by all thoſe who had foreign 
correſpondences, whether political or mercantile. I determined, 
therefore, to attempt the reformation ; I conſulted the beſt 
lawyers, and the moſt ſkilful aſtronomers, and we cooked up a 
bill for that purpoſe. But then my difficulty began: : J was to 


bring 
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bring i in this bill, which was neceſſarily compoſed of law jargon 


and aſtronomical calculations, to both which I am an utter ſtran- 
ger. However, it was abſolutely neceſſary to make the Houſe of 
Lords think that I knew ſomething of the matter; and allo, to 
make them believe that they knew ſomething of it themſelves, 
which they do not. For my own part, T could juſt as ſoon have 
talked:Celtic:or Sclavonian to them, as aſtronomy, and they would 
have-underſtood me full as well-: ſo I reſolved to do better than 
ſpeak to the purpoſe, and to pleaſe inſtead of informing them. I 
gave them, therefore, only an hiſtorical account of calendars, 
from the Egyptian down to the Gregorian, amuſing them now 
and then with little epiſodes ; but I was particularly attentive 
to the choice of my words, to the harmony and roundneſs of my 
periods, to my elocution, to my action. This ſucceeded, and 
ever will ſucceed ; they thought I informed, becauſe I pleaſed 
them : and many of them ſaid, that I had made the whole very 
clear to them; when, God knows, I had not even attempted it. 
Lord MacaleaGeld, who had the greateſt ſhare in forming the bill, 
and who is one of the greateſt mathematicians and aſtronomers in 
Europe, ſpoke afterwards, . with infinite knowledge, and all the 
clearneſs that ſo intricate a matter would admit of: but as his 
words, his periods, and his utterance, were not near ſo good as 
mine, the preference was moſt unanimouſly, though moſt un- 
juſtly, given to me. This will ever be the caſe; every nume- 
rous aſſembly is mob, let the individuals who compoſe it be what 
they will. Mere reaſon and good ſenſe is never to be talked to 
a mob: their paſſions, their ſentiments, their ſenſes, and their 
ſceming intereſts, are alone to be applied to. Underſtanding they 
have collectively none; but they have ears and eyes, which muſt 


be. Hattered and ſeduced ; and this can only be done by claquence, | 


tuneful 
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tuneful periods, graceful en, and all the various parts of ora 
eee 
When you come into the Houſe of Oki, if you imagine 
that ſpeaking plain and unadorned ſenſe and reaſon wilt do your 
buſineſs, you will find yourſelf moſt groſly miſtaken; As a 
ſpeaker, you will be ranked only according to your elo+ 
quence, and by no means according to your matter; every 
body knows the matter almoſt alike, but few can THY it. I 
was early convinced of the importance and powers of eloquence; 
and from that moment I applied myſelf to it; 1 reſolved not to 
utter one word, even in common converſation, that ſhould not be 
the moſt expreſſive, and the moſt elegant; that the language could 
fupply me with for that purpoſe ; by which means I have ac- 
quired ſuch a certain degree of habitual eloquence, that I muft 
now really take ſome pains, if I would expreſs myſelf very inele- 
gantly. I want to inculcate this known truth into you, which you 
ſeems By no means to be convinced of yet, that ornaments are at 
preſent your only objects. Your fole buſineſs now, is to ſhine, not 
to weigh. Weight without luſtre is lead. You had better talk 
trifles elegantly, to-the moſt trifling woman, than coarſe inelegant 
ſenſe, to the moſt ſolid man: you had better return a dropped 
fan genteely, than give a thouſand pounds awkwardly :- and you 
had better refuſe a favour gracefully, than grant it clumſily. 
Manner is all, in every thing : it is by Manner only that you can 
_ pleaſe, and conſequently rife. All your Greek will never advance 
you from ſecretary to envoy, or from envoy to embaſſador; but 
your addreſs, your manner, your air, if good, very probably 
may. Marcel can be of much more uſe to you than Ariſtotle. 
F would, upon my word, much rather that you had Lord Boling- 
broke's ſtyle and eloquence, in ſpeaking and writing, tham all the 
learning of the Academy of Sciences, the Royal Society, and the 
two Univerſities united. 
2 | | Wy Having: 
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edly, infinitely ſuperior to any body's; I would have you read 
his works, which you have, over and over again, with particular at- 
tention to his ſtyle. Tranſcribe, / imitate, emulate it, if poſſible: 
that would be of real uſe to you in the Houſe of Commons, in ne- 
gotiations, in converſation ; with that, you may juſtly hope to 
pleaſe, to perſuade, to ſeduce, to impoſe ; and you will fail in 
thoſe articles, in proportion as you fall ſhort of it. Upon ths 
whole, lay aſide, during your year's reſidence at Paris, all thoughts 
of all that dull fellows call folid, and exert your utmoſt care to 
acquire what people of faſhion call ſhining.  Prenez Peclat et le 
brillant d un galant homme, 

Among the commonly called little things, which you do not 
attend to, your hand-writing is one, which is indeed ſhamefully 
bad, and illiberal ; it is neither the hand of a man of buſineſs, nor 
of a gentleman, but of a truant ſchool-boy; as ſoon, therefore, 
as you have done with Abbe Nolet, pray get an excellent writing- 
maſter, ſince you think that you cannot teach yourſelf to write 
what hand you pleaſe, and let him teach you to write a gentcel, 
legible, liberal hand, and quick; not the hand of a. procureur, 
or a writing-maſter, but that ſort of hand in which the firſt Comms 
in foreign bureaus commonly write: for I tell you truly, that 
were J Lord Albemarle, nothing ſhould remain in my bureau, 
written in your preſent hand. From hand to arms the tranſition is 
natural; is the carriage and motion of your arms ſo too? The 
motion of the arms is the moſt material part of a man's air, eſpe- 
cially in dancing; the feet are not near ſo material. If a man 
dances well from the waiſt upwards, wears his hat well, and 


moves his head properly, he dances well. Do the women ſay that 


you dreſs well; for that is neceſſary too for a young fellow ?, Have 
n um gout viſt ora . for any body? Ido not aſk for whom; 
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an Iphigenia avi bots ge _ AD teach. "ou: the 
means to pleaſe. (332 29 $3326 . Of 
In a fortnight or e 550 WY as: will: ſhe Sir Charles Hotham 
_— in his way to Toulouſe, where he is to ſtay a year or 
Pray be very civil to him, but do not carry him into com- 
= except preſenting him to Lord Albemarle ; for as he is not 
to ſtay at Paris above a week, we do not deſire that he ſhould 
taſte of that diſſipation : you may ſhow him a play and an hen. 
Adieu, my dear child. 


r 
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MY DEAR FRIEND, 


HAT a happy period of your N is this! Planes is now, 
and ought to be, your buſineſs. While you were younger, 
dry rules, and unconnected words, were the unpleaſant objects of 
your labours. When you grow older, the anxiety, the vexations, 
the diſappointments, inſeparable from public buſineſs, will require 
the greateſt ſhare of your time and attention; your pleaſures may, 
indeed, conduce to your buſineſs, and your bufineſs will quicken 
your pleaſures ; but: ſtill your time muſt, at leaſt, be divided: 
whereas now it is wholly your own, and cannot be ſo well em- 
ployed as in the pleaſures of a gentleman. The world is now 
the only book you want, and almoſt the only one you ought 
to read: that neceſſary book can only be read in company, in 
public places, at meals, and in ruelles. You muſt be in the plea- 
ſures, in order to learn the manners of good company. In pre- 
meditated, or in formal buſineſs, people conceal, or at leaſt en- 
Vol. II. R deavour 
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deavour to conceal, their characters; whereas pleaſures diſcover 
them, and the heart breaks out through the guard of the under- 
Randing! Thoſe are often ptopitious moments, for ſkilful nego- 
tiators to improve. In yout deſtination particularly, the able 
conduct of pleaſures is of infinite uſe: to keep a good table, and 
to do the honours of it gracefully, and ſur læ ton de la bonne com- 
bpagnie, is abſolutely neceſſary for a foreign miniſter. There is a 
certain light table chit- chat, uſeful to keep off improper and too 
ſerious ſubjects, which is only to be learned in the pleaſures of 
good company. In truth, it may be trifling; but, trifling as it is, 
2 man of parts, and experience of the world, will give an agree- 
able turn to it. Cart de badiner agreablement is by no means to 
be deſpiſed. _ THT 1 8 
An engaging addreſs, and turn to gallantry, is often of very 
great ſervice to foreign miniſters. Women have, directly or indi- 
rectly, a good deal to ſay in moſt courts. The late Lord Straf- 
ford governed, for a conſiderable time, the court of Berlin, and 
made his own fortune, by being well with Madame de Wartem- 
berg, the firſt King of Pruſſia's miſtreſs. I could name many 
other inftances of that kind. That fort of agreeable caguet de 
femmes, the neceſſary fore-runners of cloſer conferences, is only 
to be got by frequenting women of the firſt faſhion, et qui donnent 
le ton. Let every other book then give way to. this great and 
nceceſſary book the world; of which there are ſo; many various 
readings, that it requires a great deal of time and attention to un- 
derſtand it well: contrary to all other books, you muſt not ſtay 
at home, but go abroad to read it; and, when you ſeek it abroad, 
you will not find it in bookſellers ſhops and ſtalls, but in courts, 
in Hotels, at entertainments, balls, aſſemblies, ſpectacles, Sec. 
Put yourſelf upon the foot of an eaſy, domeſtic, but polite familia- 
rity and intimacy, in the ſeveral French houſes to which you have 
iy! been 
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fire of becoming enfunt de la maiſon. Get acquainted as much as 
ydu can wirh en gens de court: and obſerve, carefully, how po- 
litely they can differ, and how civilly they can hate; how-ealy 
and idle they can ſeem in the multiplicity of their buſineſs ;// and 


how they can lay hold of the proper moments to carty it on; in 
the midſt of their pleaſures. Courts, alone, teach verſatility and 


politeneſs; for there is no living there without them. Lord Al- 


bemarle has, I hear, and am very glad of it, put you into the 


hands of Meſſieurs de Biſſy. Profit of that, and beg of them to 
let you attend them in all the companies of Verſailles and Paris. 
One of them, at leaſt, will naturally carry you to Madame de la 
Vallieres, unleſs he is diſcarded by this time, and Gelliot“ re- 


taken. Tell them frankly, gue vous chercbeꝝ d vous former, que 


vous Ctes en mains de maitres, vils veulent bien gen donner 


la peine. Your profeſſion has this agreeable peculiarity in it, 


which is, that it is connected with, and promoted by pleaſures; 
and it is the only one, in which a thorough knowledge of the world, 
Polite manners, and an engaging addreſs, are abſolutely neceflary. 
If a lawyer knows his law, a parſon his divinity, and a financier his 
calculations, each may make a figure and a fortune in his profeſ- 
on, without great knowledge of the world, and without the 
manners of gentlemen, ' But your profeſſion throws you into all 


the intrigues, and cabals, as well as pleaſures, of courts : in thoſe 


windings and labyrinths, a knowledge of the world, a diſcern- 


ment of characters, a ſuppleneſs and verſatility of mind, and an 


eleganey of manners, muſt be your clue: you muſt know how 
to ſooth and lull the monſters that guard, and how to addreſs 
and gain the fair that keeps, the golden fleece. Theſe are 
* arts en the accompliſhments abſoluteſy nen, * a 
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foreign miniſter z in which it muſt be qwned, toj,our ſhame, 
that moſt; other nations out do the Engliſn; and; gœteris paribus, 
a French miniſter will get the better of an Engliſh one, at any 
third court in Europe. Tbe Freaeh have ſomething) more liant, 
more inſinuating and engaging in their mannet, than wen have. 
An Engliſn miniſter ſhall, have reſided ſeven | years at a court, 
without having made any one perſonal connection there, or with- 
out being intimate and domeſtic in any one hauſe. He is always 
the Engliſh miniſter, and never naturalized. He receives his or- 
ders, demands an audience, writes an account of it to his court, 
and his buſineſs is done. A French miniſter, on the contrary, 
has not been ſix weeks at a court, without having, by a thouſand 
little attentions, inſinuated himſelf into ſome degree of favour 
with the Prince, his wife, his miſtreſs, his favourite, and his mi- 
niſter. He has eſtabliſhed himſelf upon a familiar and domeſtic 
foot, in a dozen of the beſt houſes of the place, where he has ac- 
cuſtomed the people to be not only eaſy, but unguarded before 
him; he makes himſelf at home there, and they think him ſo. 
By theſe means he knows the interior of thoſe courts, and can al- 
moſt write prophecies to his own, from the knowledge he has of 
the characters, the humours, the abilities, or the weaknefles, of the 
actors. The Cardinal d'Oflat was looked upon at Rome as an 
Italian, and not as a French Cardinal; and Monfieur D'Avaux, 
| wherever he went, was never conſidered as a. foreign miniſter, 
but as a native, and a perſonal friend. Mere plain truth, ſenſe, 
and knowledge, will by no means do alone in courts; art and 
ornaments muſt come to their aſſiſtance. Humours muſt be flat- 
tered ; the mollia tempora muſt be ſtudied and known :'+ apnfi- 
dence, acquired by ſeeming frankneſs, and profited of by filent 
fkill. And, above all, you muſt gain and: engage the heart, to 
e; the underſtanding to you. Ha tibi erunt arte. 
| 7 The 


unde ech of the Prinee of. Wales Who was me hoοον, for 
his affubility and good-a tyre; than eſteemed for his Readineſs and 
conduct, has given concern to many, and apprehemſions to all. 
The great difference of the ages of the King and Prince George, 
preſents t the proſpect of a minority; a dilagreeable; proſpect for any 
nation I But it is to be hoped, and is moſt probable, that the 
King, who is now perfectly recovered of his late indiſpoſition, may 
live to ſee his grandſon of age. He is, ſeriouſly; a moſt hopeful 
boy: gentle and good-natured, with good | found ſenſe. This 
event has made all ſorts of people here hiſtorians, as well as poli- 
ticians. Our hiſtories are rummaged for all the particular circum- 
ſtances of the ſix minorities we have had ſince the conqueſt, 
vi. thoſe of Henry III, Edward III, Richard II, Henry 


VI, Edward V, and Edward VI; and the reaſonings, 


the ſpeculations, the conjectures, and the predictions, . you will 
eaſily imagine, muſt be innumerable and endleſs, in this nation, 
where every porter is a conſummate politician, Doctor Swift ſays, 


very humorouſly, that every man knows that he underſtands re- 
ligion and politics, though he never learned them; but that 


many people are conſcious that they do not underſtand many * 
e em having never learned them. Adieu. 
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1 | London, * the 7th, O. 8. . 
Mr DEAR FRIEND, 


E RE you have all together, as —__ 1 Nog OY com- 
I paſſes, and che patterns. 
made their option, you need only ſend me, in a letter, ſmall pieces 


of the three mohairs they fix upon. If I can find no way of 


0 ſending 


re eee 010 "may 


When your three graces have 
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lending chem ſafely, and directly to Paris, I will contrive to haye 
chem leſt with Madame Morel, at Calais; who, being Madame Mon- 
conſeil's agent there, may find means of farthering them to your 


three ladies, O all belong to your friend Madame Monconſeil. 
- Two of the three, I am told, are handſome ; Madame Polignac, I 


can ſwear, is not ſo; but however, as the world wn two out of 
three is a very good compoſition. | 

| You will alſo find, in the packet, a compaſs ring fot und 
with little diamonds, which I adviſe you to make a preſent of to 
Abbe Guaſco, who has been uſeful to you, and will continue to be 
ſo; as it is a mere bauble, you muſt add to the value of it by your 
manner of giving it him. Show it him firft, and, when he com- 
mends it, as probably he will, tell him that it is at his ſervice, 
et que commne il eft toujours par vor et par chemins, il eſt abſolument 
neceſſaire qu'il aie une Bouſſole. All thoſe little gallantries depend 
intirely upon the manner of doing them; as, in truth, what does 
not? The gteateſt favours may be done ſo awkwardly and bun- 
glingly as to offend; and diſagreeable things may be done fo 
agreeably as almoſt to oblige. - Endeavour to acquire this great 


| ſecret ; it exiſts, it is to be found, and is worth a great deal more 


than the grand ſecret of the Alchymiſts would be if it were, as it 
1s not, to be found. This is only to be learned in courts, where 
claſhing views, jarring opinions, and cordial hatreds, are ſoftened 
and kept within decent bounds, by politeneſs and manners. Fre- 
quent, obſerve, and learn courts. Are you free of that of St. Cloud? 
Are you often at Verſailles? Infinuate and wriggle yourſelf into fa- 
vour at thoſe places.  L'Abbe de la Ville, my old friend, will help 
you at the latter; your three ladies may eſtabliſh you in the former. 
The good-breeding de la Ville et de la Cour are different; but, 
without deciding which is intrinſically the beſt, that of the court 
is, without doubt, the moſt neceſſary for you, who are to live, 
8 to 
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to penny and to riſe in courts. In two years time, which will 
be as ſoon as you are fit for it, 1 hope to be able to plant you in 
the: ſoil of a young court here; where, if you have all the 


addreſs, the ſuppleneſs, and verſatility of a good courtier, you 
will have à great chance of thriving and flouriſhing. Young 


favour is eaſily acquired, if the proper means are employed; and, 

when acquired, it is warm, if not durable; and the warm 
moments muſt be ſnatched and improved. Quite pour ce qui en 
peut arriver apres. Do not mention this view of mine for you, 
to any one mortal; but learn to keep your own ſecrets, FORE * 


by. the way, very few people can do. ' 9 


If your courſe of experimental philoſophy, with Abbe Nolet, 
is over, I would have you apply to Abbe Sallier, for a maſter to 
give you a general notion of aſtronomy and geometry; of both 
which you may know as much as I deſire you ſhould, in fs 
months time. I only deſire that you ſhould have a clear notion 
of the preſent planetary ſyſtem, and the hiſtory of all the former 


ſyſtems : Fontenelle's Pluralit des mondes, will almoſt teach you 


all you need know upon that ſubject. As for geometry, the ſeven 
frſt books of Euclid will be a ſufficient portion of it for you. It is 
right to have a general notion of thoſe abſtruſe ſciences, ſo as: not 
to appear quite ignorant of them, when they happen, as ſome- 
times they do, to be the topics of converſation ; but a deep 
knowledge of them requires too much time, and engroſſes the 
mind too much, I repeat it again and again to you, let the great 


book of the world be your prineipal ſtudy. MWocturnd verſate- 


manu, verſate diurnd ; which may be rendered thus in Engliſh : 


Turn over men by ay, and women by night. I mean * the 
beſt editions. 


Whatever may be aid at Paris of my ſpeech upon the bill this 
reformation of the preſent calendar, or whateverapplauſe it may have 


met 


55 
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met with here, the whole, I can aſſure you, is owing to the words 
and: to the delivery, but by-ino meant to the matter; which, as 1 
told j you in a former letter, I was not maſter of. I mention this 
again, to ſhow you the importance of well-choſen words, har- 
monious periods, and delivery ; for, bet ween you and "we, 
Lord Macclesfield's 8 ſpeech was, in truth, worth a thouſind' df 
mine. It will ſoon be printed, and 1 will ſend it you. It i is 
very inſtructive. You. fay, that you wiſh to ſpeak but half as 
well as 1 did; vou may « eaſi ly ſpeak full 48 well as ever P did; if 
you will but give the ſame attention to the farne objects that 
I did at your age, and for many years aſterwards; I mean, 
correctneſs, purity and clegancy of: ſtyle, harmony of periods, 
and gracefulneſs of delivery. Read over and over again the 
third book of Cicero de Oratore, in which he particulatly 
treats. of the ornamental parts of oratory: they are indeed 
properly oratory, for all the reſt depends only upon common ſenſe, 
and ſome knowledge of the ſubjects you ſpeak upon. Bur if ydu 
would pleaſe, perſuade, and prevail in-ſpeaking, it muſt be by the 
ornamental parts of oratory, Make them, therefore, habitual to 
you; and reſolve never to ſay the moſt common! things,” even to 
your footman, but in the beſt words you can find, and with the 
beſt utterance, This, with les manieres; la tournitre, et les wſapes 
du beau monde, are the only two things you want; fortu- 


nately they are both'i in your Power”; J 0 n rr wen _ 
Adieu. n 
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mment vont, les graces, . les manieres, les a be, et tous 


ces petits riens fi are Pour readre un homme 
mahle 2, Log prenes vhs 2,13, faites vous des Progr? Le grand 
Seeger det art de plying, t G elt En art qu'il ne tient qu ü un 
chacun d acquenr, ſuppoſant. u Certain fond de ſens commun. | 
Un tel vaus plait par, tel e roit; 5 cxaminez Pourquoi, faites 
comme lui, et vaus plairez per! le meme : endrait aux autres, Pour 
plaire aux femmes, il faut etre conſider des omches. Et pour 
plaire aux hommes il faut ſavoir plaire aux femmes. Les femmes, 
dont la yanits eſt ſans contredit la paſſion dominante, la trouvent 
flattée par les attentions d'un. homme qui i eff ' gfneralement eſtimẽ 
parmi les hommes. Quand i il eſt marquẽ Ace coin, elles lui don- 
nent le cours, c'eſt, A dire, la mode. De Lautre « cote un homme 
ſera eſtimable parmi les hommes, ſans pourtant Etre aimable, fi les 
femmes ont pas mis la derniere main. 11 eſt aufſi neceſſaire 
que les deux ſexes travaillent a fa, perfection qu a ſon Etre ; 
potter aux femmes le merite de votre ſexe, vous en rapporterez, 
la douceur, a les agrẽmens et les graces. du leur, et les hommes qui 
vous eſtimoient ſeulement auparavant, vous aimeront après. Les 
femmes font * veritables raffineuſes de Vor tnaſculin ; : elles n. y 
ajoutent pas du poids il eſt vrai, mais elles y donnent I'sclat et le 
brillant. A propos, on m'aſſure que Madame de Blot fans avoir 
des traits, eſt jolie comme un cœur, et que nonobſtant cela, elle 
Sen eſt tenue juſqu'ici ſerupuleuſement 4 ſon mari, quoiqu il y ate 
deja plus d'un an qu elle eſt marice. Elle n'y penſe pas; il faut 
dccrotter cette femme la. Decrottez vous donc tous les deux rc- 
Vol. II. N 8 cCiproquement. 
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ciproquement. Force, aſſiduités, attentions, -regards.tendres,) et 


dèclarations paſſiontes fe votre carb, produtront au moins quelque 
velleité du ſien. Et TORE une ſois la — eue les œuvres ne 


ſont pas A... 3-116 | ernie 
Comme je vous tiens pour le — reel kkepeier 

de tout te. corps Germanique, je ſuppoſe que vous auren lu R 
lettre du Roi de Pruſſe à I Electeur de Maience, au ſujet de 
Telection d'un Roi des Romains. Et de Vautre'edt6, une piece; 
intitulce, Repreſentation impartial de ce qui ef fuſte 2 Fegafrd de 
Pelefion d'un Roi des Romains, &c. La premiere eſt tres) bien 
Lerite, mais pas fondte ſur les loix et les uſages de Tempire; ia 
ſeconde eſt tres mal ecrite, au moins en Francois, mais fond&e.'/ Je 
croi qu'elle aura Etc ècrite par quelque Allemand qui toit mis 
dans leſprit qu'il entendoit le Prangois. Je ſuis perſuadẽ pourtant 
que elegance et la dẽlicateſſe de la lettre du Roi de Pruſſe en impo- 
ſeront aux deux tiers du public en dẽpit de la ſolidite et de la verits 
de Vautre piece. Telle eſt la force de elegance et de la delicateſſe. 
Je ſouhaiterois que vous euſſiez la bonte de me detailler un 
peu plus particulicrement vos allures 4 Paris. Ou eſt ce par 
exemple que vous dinez tous les Vendredis, avec cet aĩmable et 
reſpectable vieillard Fontenelle ? Quelle eſt la maiſon qui eſt pour 
ainh dire votre domicile ? Car on en a toujours une, ou l'on eſt 
plus Ctabli, et plus à fon aiſe qu' ailleurs. Qui ſont les jeunes 
Frangois avec leſquels vous ètes le plus lie? Frequentez vous 
hotel d'Hollande ; et vous étes vous fourre encore dans celui 
du Comte de Caunitz ? Monſieur de Pignatelli, a-t-il- Fhonneur 
d'etre du nombre de vos ſerviteurs? Et le Nonce du Pape vous 
a-t-il compris dans ſon Jubilé? Dites moi auſſi naturellement 
comment vous ètes avec. Milord Huntingdon; le voiez vous 
ſourent? Le cultivez vous ? Repondez. JON" .tqutes 
ces 5 queſtions dans votre 1 lettre. ee r 
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On me dit que le livre de du Clos ¶eſt pas Ala mode. A Paris, 


Ventend, et ce n'eſt. plus. la mode d'ctre. intelligible. . - Je reſpecte 
infiniment la mode, mais je reſpecte bien plus ce livre que je trouve 
en meme tems vrai; ſolide, et brillant. II y: a meme des epi- 
gtammes, que veut-op de plus ?: 

Mr. f ſera parti (je: compte) de Docks: pour fon (our de 
Touloize. Feſpere qu il y prendza; des magnieres, au moins en 
a·t· il bien beſoin Ild eſt. gauche, il eſt taciturne, et na pas le 
moindre eitregenti : Qualitez pourtant. tres neceſſaires pour. ſe 
daſtinguer ou dans: les affaires, ou dans, le beau monde. Au vrai, 
ces deux chaſes font ſi libes, qu un homme ne ſigurera jamais dans 
les affaires qui ne ſqait pas briller auſſi dans le beau monde. Et 
pour reuſſir parfaitement bien dans Jun ou dans Fautre, il faut 
etre in urumgue par utus. Puiſſiez vous Tetre mon cher ami, et 
ſur ce, nous vous donnons le bon ſoir. 


1 8. Lord and Lady giechogten, with their ſon Lond 
Mountjoy, will be at Paris next week, in their way to the South 
of France; I fend you alittle patket of books by them. Pray go 
to wait upon. them, as ſoon as you hear of their arrival, and ſhow 
em all the attentions ) 17 75 TR WISE 239% x pn 
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THAT fuceeſs abe ee and in the ee eee 
* Velegancies; and all thoſe little nothings ſo indiſpenſably ne · 
ceffary to cnHitute an amiable man ? Do you take them, do you 
mike à Prögreſs im them? The great/ſecret is the art of pleaſing; 
and tat art 18 tobe attained by) every man who bas a good, fund 


of common ſenſe. If you are pleaſed with any perſon, examine 
10 | S 2 | why; 


et qu on le critique furieuſement, c'oft apparemment.. parce qu on 
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ban Le ax he does, and you wil) chars: others. dy che fame 
things which pleaſe you in him. D be liked by women, [you 
mult be "eſteemed" by men; and to pleaſe men} you await be 
agrecable to women. Vanity is unqueſtionably the ruling paſtion 
in women; and it is mueh flattered by the attentions of 'a man, 
who is vencrally eſteemed by men: when his merit has received 
the ſtamp of their approbation, women make it current, that is 
to ſay, put him in faſhion; On the other hand, if 4 man hat not 


received the laſt polifh from women, he may be eſtimable among 
men, but he will ne never be amiable. The concurrence of the two 
ſexes is as neceflary, to the perfection of our being, as to the 
formation of it. Go among women with the good 1 
your ſex, and you will acquire from them the ſoftneſs and the 
graces of theirs, Men will then add affection, to che eſteem 
which they before had for you. Women are the only reſiners of 
the merit of men; it is true, they cannot add weight, but they 
poliſh and give luſtre to it. A propos, I am aſſured that 
Madame de Blot, although ſhe has no great regularity of features, 
is, notwithſtanding, exceſſively pretty; and that, far all that, ſhe 
| has as yet bern ſcrupuloufly conſtant to her huſhand, though 
ſhe has now been married above a year. Surely ſhe does not 
reflect, that woman wants poliſhing. I would have you poliſh 
one another reciproeally. Force, aſſiduities, attentions, tender 
books, and paſſionate declarations, on your fide, will produce ſome 
irreſolute wiſhes, at leaſt, on hers; and when even the r 
viſhes ariſe,” the reſt will ſoon follow, © 
As 1 take you to be the greateſt uri paritus, ndipaſttician,.of- 
the whole Germanic body, I ſuppoſe you will have read the King 
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of Pruffia's letter to the Elector of Maienee, upon the election of 
25 g of the Romans; and, on the other ſide a memorial, 
d. Enparrial repreſentation of "what is juſt with regard to- 
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the eln non 1 Hing of the Romany, &. The firſt, is extremely 
well written, but got grounded upon the Jaws and cuſtems of 
che ernpire. The ſecond is very ill written (at leaſt in French) 
but well grounded : I faney the author is ſome * who 
has taken into his head that he underſtands French. I am, 
however, perſuaded, that the elegancy and delicacy of the King 
of Pruſſia's letter will prevail with two thirds of the public, in 
ſpight of the ſolidity and truths contained in the other piece. 
end is the force of an elegant and delicate ftyle 1 _ 
I wiſh you would be ſo good as to give me a more particular and 
eircumſtantial account of the method of paſſing your time at 
Paris. For inſtanee, Where is it that you dine every Friday, i in 
company. with that amiable and reſpectable old man, Fontenelle ? 
Which is the houſe where you think yourſelf at home? for one 
always has ſuch a one, where one is better eſtabliſhed, and more 
at eaſe, than any where elſe. Who are the young Frenchmen 
with whom you are moſt intimately connected? Do you frequent 
the Dutch Embaſſador's ? Have you penetrated yet into Count 
Caunitz's houſe ? Has Monſieur de Pignatelli the honour of being 
one of your: humble ſervants? And has the Pope's Nuncio in- 
vluded you in the jubilee ? Tell me alſo freely, how you are with 
Lord Huntingdoen : Do you ſee him often? Do you connect 
yourſelf with him? Anſwer all theſe e Ten 
in your firſt letter. 
I am told that du Clos's back 7 is not in vogue. at Paris; and 
that it is violently criticiſed ; I ſuppoſe that i is, becauſe one undet- 
ſtands it; and being intelligible is now no longer the faſhion. 
have a very great reſpect for faſhion, but a much greater for 
thigo book ; which is, all: at once, true, ſolid, and bright. Ii 
contains'even epigrams; ; what can one wiſh for more by | 
Nr. will, I ſuppoſe, have left Faris by this ime, for bie 
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In (42114 theſe two 6 — are pn den — a man cannot 
make a figure in buſineſs, Who is not qualified to ſhine in the 
great world; and to ſuccœed perfectly in either the one or the 
other, one muſt be in uirumgue paratus. May you be that, 
my dear friend | and ſo we wiſh you. 809 night 59, 1 001 515 
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JT APPLY to you now, as to the greateſt * virtue 6 of this, or. 
75 perhaps any other age; one whoſe 0 judgment and 
diſtinguiſhing eye Kindered the King of Poland from buying a 
bad picture at Venice, and whoſe deciſions i in the realms of virty 
are final, and without appeal, Now to the point. 1 | have had a 
catalogue ſent me, une vente a Pamiable de dale des plus 
grands maitres appartenans au Sieur Araignon Apertn, | iz 4 4e 
chambre de la Reine fur le quai de la M egiſſerie, au coin n.de J. ; Arche | 
Marion. There I obſerve two large pictures of Titian, — de crib- 
edd in the encloſed page of the catalogue, Ne 18, | which I ſhoyld 


be glad to purchaſe, upon two conditions; the firſt i, tha t they 6 


CASES 


be undoubted originals of Titian, i in good preſervatign ; : 0 
other, that they come cheap. _ To aſce tain the ix +4 


e diſpa araging your Kill) I wiſh | you 5 . bee, un 


17 x \\JPA = » 
doubted connoiffeurs! to examine ie them carefully : ; and if - a ſuch. 
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vihdifpined'origitials"of Titian, and well" prefetved;” then' comes 
the ſeebtd point, the price: I will Hot go above” two hüfidred 
pounds ſterling for the two together; büt bh leſs as. v can 
get them for. I acknowledge that two hundred pounds ſeems to 


bea very ſitiall mate; for two undoubted Titians of that ſize ; but, | 


on the other hand, as large Italian pictures are now out of ne 


at Paris, where faſhion decides of every thing, and as theſe bictures 


are too large for common rooms, they may poſſibly come within 


the price above limited. I leave the whole of this tragſaction 


(the price excepted, which I will tot exceed)to your conſumiate 
{kill and prudence, with proper advice joined to them. Should 


you happen to buy them for that price, carry them to your own: 


lodgings, and get a frame made to the ſecond, which Lobſerve 
has none, exactly the ſame with the other frame, and have the 


old one new gilt; and then get them W packed up, pag 


ſent me by Rouen: * 


» hear much of your converſing did Fo 1 e at Paris 4 


ie 


am very glad of it; it gives a degree of reputation, eſpecially at 
ad and their converſation is generally inſtructive, though ſome 
times affected. It muſt be owned, that the polite converſation, of 


the men and women of faſhion-at Paris, though not always, very 


dee ep, 1s much leſs futile and frivolous than ours here. It turns at 
leaſt upon ſome ſubject, ſomething of taſte, ſome point of hiſtory, 
eritici 15 and even philoſophy ; which, though probably not quite 


NN 


9 15 id as Mr. Locke's, is however better, and more becoming 
Far beings, than our frivolous diſſertations upon the. weather, 
or up pon 1 whilſt. Monſieur du Clos obſerves, and L:think yery juſtly, 
7 10 2 pra: en France une fermentation univenſelle de la raiſon 


Or! 45 


qui tend 2 devel:pper. Whereas, I. am ſorry-to ſay, that here 
that fermentation ſeems to have been over ſome years ago, f | the 


rs 13 
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ſpirit evaporated, and only the dregs left. Moreover, er beaux 


eſprits at Paris are commonly well bred, which ours very fre- 
quently are not: with the former your manners will be formed; 
with the latter, wit muſt generally be compounded for at the 
expence of manners. Are you acquainted with Marivaux, who 
has certainly ſtudied, and is well acquainted with the heart; but 
ho refines ſo much upon its plis et replis, and deſcribes them 
ſo affectedly, that he often is unintelligible to his readers, and 
ſometimes fo, I dare ſay, to himſelf? Do you know Crebillon le file 
He is a fine painter, and a pleaſing writer; his characters are ad- 
mirable, and his reflections juſt. Frequent theſe people, and be 
glad, but not proud, of frequenting them: never boaſt of it, as a 
proof of your own merit, nor inſult, in a manner, other compa- 
nies, by telling them affectedly what you, Monteſquieu, and 
Fontenelle were talking of the other day ; as I have known many 
people do here, with regard to Pope and Swift, who had ne- 
ver been twice in company with either: nor carry into other 
companies the tone of thoſe meetings of beaux eſprits. Talk 
| Hterature, taſte, philoſophy, &c. with them, a la bonne heure ; 
but then with the ſame eaſe, and more enjouamemt, talk po- 
pons, moires, &c. with Madame de Blot, if the requires it. Al- 
moſt every ſubject in the world has its proper time and place; z in 
which no one is above or below diſcuſſion. The point is, to talk 
well upon the ſubject you talk upon; and the moſt trifling, frivo- 
lous ſubjects, will ftill give a man of parts an opportunity of 

ſhowing them. Lage du grand monde can alone teach that. 
That was the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of Alcibiades, and a 
bappy one it was; that he could occaſionally, and with fo much 
| eaſe, adopt the moſt different, and even the moſt oppohte ha- 
bits and manners, that each ſeemed natural to him. Prepare 


yourſelf for the great world, as the athlete uſed to do for their 


®* exerciſes ; 


MTN HO Bil-84 ON, # 10 EN 


exeroiſes; oil (if L ay uſe that expreſſion) your mind, and your 
manners, to give them the neceſſary ſuppleneſs and flexibility; 
ſtrength alone will not do, as young people are too apt to think. 
How do your exerciſes go on? Can you manage a pretty vi- 
gorous ſauteur between: the pillars ?, Are you got into ſtirrups yet? 
Faites vous aſſaut aur armes ?.-But, above all, what does. Mar- 
cel ſay of you? Is he ſatisfied? Pray be more particular i in your 
accounts of yourſelf; for though I have frequent, accounts of you 
n I en to wane your on too Adieu. 
T8: 1D ert 11 „ fsb Yours truly and friendly. 
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WO) accounts, which I. bang. very: latgly, reqgived of you, 
from two: good. judges, have put me into great ſpicits ; as 
ee have given me reaſonable hopes, that you. will, ſoon acquire 
a]that!:I-believe you want; I mean, the air, the addreſs, the 
graces aànd the manners of a man of faſhion. As theſe two pic 
tures of you, are very unlike that which I received, and ſent you. 
ſome months; ago, I will name the two painters: the firſt i is an 
old friend and acquaintance of. mine, Monſieur D- Alllon. Hig 

picareſis, I hope, like you 3, for it is a very good one: Mon iel 
Tollot's: is ſtill a better; and ſo advantageous a one, "that 1 will 
0s 


not ſend you a copy of it, for fear of making you too vain C 


£715 


far only I; will;itell you, that there was but one but in aße of 


78: 1 5 


their accounts; and it was this: I gave D' Aillon the qu ueſtion, 
ordinary and extraordinary, upon the 1 important article of. Man- 
Vol. II. * nersj 
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ners; and extorted this from him: * Mais fi vous voules: il lui mangue 


encore ce demier beau vernis qui releve les couleurs, et qui donne 
| Ficlar d la piece. Comprez qu'il Paura, il a trop Jefprit pour 
Hen pas tonnoitre tout le prix, et je me trompe bien, ou plus d'une 
perſonne travaille a le lui donner. Mon fieur Tollot ſays, II ne lui 
manque abſolument pour etre tout ce gue vous ſSouhaites qu il | ſoit, 
que ces petits riens, ces graces de detail, cette aiſance aimable, que 
uſage du grand monde peut ſeul lui donner. A cet egard on 
m aſſure qu'il eft en de bonnes mains; je ne ſcais fi on ne veut pas 
dire par la dans de beaux bras. Without entering into a nice diſ- 
cuſlion of the laſt queſtion, I congratulate you and myſelf upon your 
being ſo near that point which I ſo anxiouſly wiſh you may arrive 
at, Iam ſure, that all your attention and endeavours will be ex- 
erted ; and, if exerted, they will ſucceed. Mr. Tollot fays, that 
you are inclined to be fat; but I hope you will decline it as much. 
as you. can; not by taking any thing corroſive to make you lean, 
but by taking as little as you can of thoſe things that would make 
you fat. Drink no chocolate, take your coffee without cream; 
you cannot- poſſibly avoid ſuppers at Paris, unleſs you avoid com- 
pany too, which I would by no means have you do; but eat as 
little at ſupper as you can, and make even an allowance for that 
little at your dinners. Take, occaſionally, a double doſe of riding 
and fencing; and now, that the ſummer is come, walk a good 
deal in the Tyilleries: it is a real inconveniency to any body to be 


C But, ſince you will know it, he ſtill wants that laſt, beautiful varniſh, which raiſes. 


80 the colours, and gives brilliancy to the piece. Be perſuaded that he will acquire it; 
** he has too much ſenſe not to know its value; and, if 1 am not greatly miſtaken, 
more perſons than one are now endeavouring to give it him. E 

+; In order to be exactly all that you wiſh him, he only wants thoſe little nothings, 
« thoſe graces in detail, and that amiable eaſe, which can only be acquired by uſage of 
«the great world. I am affured that he is, in that reſpect, in good hands S I do not 
nos whether. that does not rather imply, in fine arms. 


4 7 fat; 


9 


- e Wit's 840 


fat ; and, beſides, * is ungracefvul for a young fellow. 4 proper, 
I had like to have forgot to tell you, that I charged Tollot to 
attend particularly to your utterance and diction 3 two points of 
the utmoſt importance. To the firſt he ſays, II ne 5'&nonce pas 
mal, mais il ſeroit d ſoubaiter qu'il le fit encore mieux; er il 


s*exprime aver plus de feu que d elegance. L'uſage de la bonne 
compagnie mettra auſſi ordre d tout cela. Theſe, I allow, are 
all little things, ſeparately ; but, aggregately, they make a moſt 

important and preat article in the account of a gentleman. In the 

Houſe of Commons you can never make a figure, without ele- 

gancy of ſtile, and gracefulneſs of utterance ; and you can never 

fucceed as a couttier, at your own court, or as a miniſter at any 

other, without thoſe innumerable petits riens dans les manieres, et 

dans les attentions. Mr. Yorke is by this time at Paris; make your 
court to him, but not fo as to diſguſt, in the leaſt, Lord Albe- 
marle; who may poſhbly. diſlike your conſidering Mr. Yorke as 
the man of buſineſs, and him as only pour orner la ſcene. What- 
ever your opinion may be upon #hat point, take care not to let it 
appear ; but be well with them both, by ſhowing no public pro” 
ference to either, 

Though I muſt neceſſarily fall into repetitions, by treating the 
ſame fubject fo often, I cannot help recommending to you again 
the utmoſt attention to your air and addreſs. Apply yourlelf 
now to Marcel's lectures, as diligently as you did formerly to 
Profeflor Maſcow's; defire him to teach you every genteel 
attitude, that the human body can be put into; let him 
make you go in and out of his room frequently, and pre- 
ſent yourſelf to him, as if he were by turns different perſons ; 


dot enunciation is not bad, but it is to be wiſhed that it were {till better; and 


© he expreſſes himſelf with more fire than elegancy. * of good company will in- 
* ſtruct him like wiſe in that,” 


T 2 ſuch 
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ſuch as a miniſter, a lady, a ſuperior, an equal, an inferior, e. 
Learn to ſit genteelly in different companies, to loll genteelly, 
and with good manners, in thoſe companies where you are autho- 


rized to be free, and to fit up reſpectfully where the ſame free- 
dom is not allowable. Learn even to compoſe your countenance 
. occaſionally to the reſpectful, the chearful, and the inſinuating. 
Take particular care that the motions of your hands and arms 
be eaſy and graceful; for the genteelneſs of a man conſiſts more 
in thein than in any thing elſe, eſpecially in his dancing. Deſire 
ſome women to tell you of any little awkwardneſs that they 
obſerve in your carriage: they are the beſt judges of thoſe 
things; and if they are ſatisfied, the men will be fo too, 
- Think, now, only of the decorations. Are you acquainted with 
Madame Geoftrain, who has a great deal of wit; and Who, I 
am informed, receives only the very beſt company in her houſe. 
Do you know Madame du Pin, who, I remember, had beauty, and 
I hear has wit and reading? I could wiſh you to converſe only with 
thoſe, who, either from their rank, their merit, or their beauty, 
require conſtant attention; for a young man can never improve 
in company, where he thinks he may negle& himſelf. A new 
bow muſt be conſtantly kept bent ; when it grows older, and has 
taken the right turn, it may now be then be relaxed. 

I have this moment paid your draught of C. 89. 155. it was 
Hgned in a very good hand; which proves that a good hand may 
be written without the aſſiſtance of magic. Nothing provokes 
me much more, than to hear people indolently ſay, that they can- 


not do, what is in every -body's power to do, if it be but in their 
will. Adieu. 
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1 London, May the 6th, O. 8. 17 Kr. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, F D190, e 
H E beſt authors are always the ſevereſt critics of their 

own works; they reviſe, correct, file, and poliſh them, 

till they think they have brought them to perfection. Con- 
fidering you as my work, I do not look upon myſelf as a bad au- 
thor, and am therefore a ſevere critic. I examine narrowly into 
the leaſt inaccuracy or inelegancy, in order to correct, not to 
expoſe them, and that the work may be perfect at laſt, You 
are, I know, exceedingly improved in your air, addreſs, and man- 
ners, ſince you have been at Paris; but ſtill there is, I believe, 
room for farther improvement, before you come to that perfection 
which I have ſet-my heart upon ſeeing you arrive at: and till that 
moment, I muſt continue filing and poliſhing, In a letter that 
I received by laſt poſt, from a friend of yours at Paris, there was 
this paragraph : * Sans Batterie, j̃ ay Fhonneur de vous aſſurer que 
Monſieur Stanhope reuſfſit ici au de la de ce zu on attendroit d une 
Perfume de fon age; il voit tres bonne compagnie, et ce petit ton 
u regardoit d abord comme un peu decide et un peu brufque, 


n ref rien moins que cela, parcequ'il eft Teffet de la franch iſe, ac 


*I have the honour to aſſure you, without flattery, that Mr. Stanhope ſacoteds 
« beyond what might be expected from a perſon of his age. He goes into very good 
« company; and that kind of manner, which was at firſt chought to be too decifive and 
e peremptory, is now judged otherwiſe ; becauſe it is acknowledged to be the effect 
cf an ingenuous frankneſs, accompanied by politeneſs, and by a proper deference. 
He ſtudies to pleaſe, and ſucceeds, Madame de Puiſieux was the other day ſpeak- 


ing of him with complacency and friendſhip. You will be ſatisfied with. him in all 
«* reſpects,” 


compagnce 


— 
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e de la politeſſe et de la deference. I 5 etudic 0 ; plaire, et 
il.y,reufſit. Madame de Puiſieu en far lit Fautre jour avec com- 
Plaiſance et intanes : 'votus en Jerex Content d tous Hardt. This is 
extremely well, and I rejoice at it: one little circumſtance only 
may, and I hope will, be altered for the better. Take pains to 
undeccive thoſe who thought petit ton um peu decide et un peu 
bruſque ; as it is not meant ſo, let it not appear ſo. Compoſe 
your countenance to an air of gentleneſs and douceur, uſe ſome 
expreſſions of diffidence of your own opinion, and deference to 
other people's ; ſuch as, * n E. permis de le dire — je croirois, 
ne ſeroit-ce pas flares comme cela? Au moins j ai tout lieu de me 
defier de moi meme; ſuch mitigating, engaging words do by 
no means weaken your argument; but, on the contrary, make it 
more powerful, by making it more pleaſing. If it is a quick and 
haſty manner of ſpeaking that people miſtake, pour decide et 
bruſque, prevent their miſtakes for the future, by ſpeaking more 
deliberately, and taking a foſter tone of voice; as in this caſe you 
are free from the guilt, be free from the con too. Mankind, 
as 1 have often told you, is more governed by appearances, than 
by realities : and, with regard to opinion, one had better be really 
rough and hard, with the appearance of gentleneſs and ſofineſs, 
than juſt the reverſe, Few people. have penetration enough to 
diſcover, attention enough to obſerve, or even concern enough to 
examine, beyond the exterior; they take their notions from the 
ſurface, and go no deeper ; they commend, as the gentleſt and 
beſt-natured man in the world, that man who has the moſt en- 
gaging exterior manner, though poſſibly they have been but once 
in BY company. An air, a tone of voice, a compoſure of coun- 


. If I might be permitted to ſay—1 ſhould think Is it not rather ſo? At leaſt J 
have the greateſt reaſon to be diffident of myſelf. 


tenance 


* 
* 


| Pot rn ems 0c! hy 
tenance to mildneſs and ſoftneſs, which are all eaſily acquired; do 
the bufineſs; and without farther examination, and poſhbly with 
the contrary qualities, that man is reckoned the gentleſt, the 


modefteſt, and the beſt- natured man alive. Happy the man 
who, with a certain fund of parts and knowledge, gets ac- 
quainted with the world early enough to make it his bubble, 
at an age, when moſt people are the bubbles of the world h 
for that is the common cafe of youth. They grow wiſer; 
when it is too late; and, aſhamed and vexed at having been 
bubbles ſo long, too often turn knaves at laſt. Do not therefore 
truſt to appearances and outſide yourſelf, but pay other people 
with them; becauſe you may be ſure that nine in ten of mankind 
do, and ever will, truſt to them. This is by no means a eriminal 
or blameable fimulation, if not uſed with an ill intention. Tam 
by no means blameable in deſiring to have other people's: good 
word, good will, and affection, if I do not mean to abuſe them. 
Your heart, I know, is good, your ſenſe is ſound, and your know-= 
ledge extenſive, What then remains for you to do? Nothing, but 
to adorn thoſe fundamental qualifications, with ſuch. engaging. 
and captivating manners, ſoftneſs, and gentleneſs, as will endear 
you to thoſe who are able to judge of your real merit, and which 
always ſtand in the ſtead of merit with thoſe who are not. I do- 
not mean by this to recommend to you /& fade doucereux, the 
inſipid ſoftneſs of a gentle fool: no, aſſert your own opinion; 
oppoſe other people's, when wrong; but let your manner, your 
air, your terms, and your tone of voice, be ſoft and gentle, and 
that caſily and naturally, not affectedly. Uſe palliatives when 
you contradict; ſuch. as, I may be miſtaken, I am not ſure, but I 
believe, I ſould rather think, &c. Finiſh any argument or dif- 
pute with ſome little good- -humoured pleaſantry, to ſhow 
that you are neither hurt yourſelf, nor meaned to hurt your 
| antagoniſt ; 
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antagoniſt; for an argument, kept up a good while, often oc ca- 
ſions a temporary alienation on each fide. Pray obſerve parti- 


cularly, in thoſe French people who are diſtinguiſhed by that 
character, cette douceur de mæus et de manieres, which they talk 
of ſo much, and value ſo juſtly; ſee in what it conſiſts; in mere 
trifles, and moſt eaſy to be acquired, where the heart is really 
good. Imitate, copy it, till it becomes habitual and eaſy to you. 
Without a compliment to you, I take it to be the only thing you 
now want: nothing will ſooner give it you than a real paſſion, 
or, at leaſt, un got vif, for ſome woman of faſhion ; and, as I 
ſuppoſe that you have either the one or the other by this time, 
you are conſequently in the beſt ſchool. Beſides this, if you were 
to fay to Lady Hervey, Madame Monconſeil, or ſuch others as 
you look upon to be your friends, On dit que j ay un certain petit 
tom trop decide et trop bruſque, I intention pourtant ny eſt pas; cor- 
rigez moy, je vous en ſupplie, et chaties moi meme publiquement 
quand vous me trouveres ſur le fait. Ne me paſſes rien, pouſſex 
votre critique juſqu d Pexces ;' un juge auſſi eclaire eft en droit 
detre ſevere, et je vous promets que le coupable tdchera de ſe 
Corriger. | | 1 
Yeſterday I had two of your acquaintances to dine with me, 
Baron B. and his companion Monſieur 8. I cannot fay of the 
former, u il e/# paitri de graces; and I would rather adviſe him to 
go and ſettle quietly at home, than to think of improving himſelf by 
farther travels, Ce ng pas le bois dont on en fait, His compa- 


nion is much better, though he has a ſtrong zocco di tedeſco. They 


* It is ſaid that I have a kind of manner which is rather too deciſive ard too 
peremptory ; it is not howerer my intention that it ſhould be ſo: 1 intreat you to 
correct, and even publicly to puniſh me, whenever I am guilty. Do not treat me with 
the leaſt indulgence, but criticiſe to the utmoſt. So clear-ſighted a judge as you has 
a right to be ſevere; and I promiſe you that the criminal will endeayour to correct 


himſelf, 


+ both 


- 


both ſpoke well of y you, 1 0 15 1 liked "nm 8 ping 


vont nos 4 ff air ds. "aver Paimable' petite Blot ſe prite Volle 43 v 


Aeurettes, tes vous cenſe etre ſur les rangs? Madame du —— ef elle 
votre Madame de Lurſay, et Fait elle quelquefois. des næuds ? 
Serieꝶ Vous ſon Meilcour Elle a, dit on, de la douceur, de Þ /prit, 
des manitres ; il y a d apprendre dans un tel apprentiſſage +. A wo- 
man like her, who has always pleaſed, and often been pleaſed, 
can beſt teach the art of pleaſing ; that art, without which gn 
fatica e vana. Marcel's lectures are no ſmall part of that art; 


they are the engaging fore- runner of all other e e 


Dreſs is alſo an article not to be neglected, and I hope you do 
not neglect it; it helps in the premier abord, which is often 
deciſive. By dreſs, I mean your clothes being well made, 
fitting you, in the faſhion and not above it; your hair well 
done, and a general cleanlineſs and ſpruceneſs in your perſon. I 
hope you take infinite care of your teeth; the conſequences of 
neglecting the mouth are ſerious, not only to one's- ſelf but 
to others. In ſhort, my dear child, neglect nothing; a little 


more will complete the whole. Adieu! I have not bead from 


you theſe three weeks, which I think a great while. 


* How go you on with the amiable little Blot? Does ſhe liften to your Aattering 
tale? Are you numbered among the liſt of her admirers? Is Madame du —— your 
Madame de Lurſay ? does ſhe ſometimes knot, and are you her Meilcour? They 
ſay ſhe has ſoftneſs, ſenſe, and engaging manners; in ſuch an apprenticeſhip, much 
may be learned. 

+ This whole paſſage, and ſeveral others, allude to Crebillon's E' garemens du Cer 


et de P Eſprit, a ſentimental novel written about that time, and then much in vogue at 
Paris. | 
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LE . ＋ E R XXXIV. 


London May the roth, O. 8. 1751. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Received yeſterday, at the ſame time, your letters of the 4th 
1 and the 11th, N. S. and being much more careful of my com- 
miſſions than you are of yours, I do not delay one moment ſend- 


ing you my final inſtructions concerning the pictures. The Man, 
you allow to be a Titian, and in good preſervation; the Woman 


is an indifferent and a damaged picture; but, as I want them for 
furniture for a particular room, companions are neceſſary; and 
therefore I am willing to take the woman, for better for worſe, 
upon account of the man; and if ſhe is not too much damaged, 


I can have her tolerably repaired, as many a fine woman is, by a 


ſkilful hand here; but then I expect that the lady ſhould be, in 
a manner, thrown into the bargain with the man: and, in this 
Nate of affairs, the woman being worth little or nothing, I will 


not go above fourſcore Louis for the two together. As for the 


Rembrandt you mention, though it is very cheap, if good, I do 
not care for it. I love Ja belle nature; Rembrandt paints carica- 
turas. Now for your own commiſſions, which you ſeem to have for- 
gotten, You mention nothing of the patterns which you received 


by Monſieur Tollot, though I told you in a former letter, which 


you muſt have had before the date of your laſt, that I ſhould 


ſtay till I received the patterns pitched upon by your ladies; for 


as to the inſtructions which you fent me in Madame Monconſeil's 


hand, I could find no mohairs ® in London, that exactly anſwered. 
that deſcription : I ſhall, therefore, wait till you ſend me (which 


you may eafily do in a letter) the patterns choſen by your three 
Graces, 

By mohairs we ſuppoſe his Lordſhip means tabbies. 

| | I would, 


To. HIS s ON. 1 
I would, by all means, have you go now and then, for two or 
_thive: days, to Marechal Coigny's, at Orli ; it is but a proper 
civility to that family, which has been particularly civil to you; 
and moreover, I would have you familiarize yourſelf with, and 
learn the interior and domeſtic manners of, people of that rank and 
faſhion, I alſo defire that you will frequent Verſailles and St. 
Cloud, at both which courts you have been received with diſtinc- 
tion, Profit of that diſtinction, and familiarize yourſelf at both. 
Great courts are the ſeats of true good - breeding; you are to live 
at courts, loſe no time in learning them. Go and ſtay ſometimes 
at Verfailles, for three or four days, where you will be domeſtic 
in the beſt families, by means of your friend Madame de 
Puiſieux ; and mine, L'Abbe de la Ville. Go to the King's and 
the Dauphin's levees, and diftinguiſh yourſelt from the reſt of 
your countrymen, who, I dare ſay, never go there when they 
can help it. Though the young Frenchmen of faſhion may not 
be worth forming intimate connections with, they are well worth 
making acquaintance of ; and I do not ſee how you can avoid 
it, frequenting ſo many good French houſes as you do, where, 
to be ſure, many of them come. Be cautious how you con- 
tract friendſhips, but be deſirous, and even induſtrious, to obtain 
a univerſal acquaintance, Be eaſy, and even forward, in making 
new acquaintances ; that is the only way of knowing manners 
and characters in general, which is, at preſent, your great object. 
You are enfant de famille in three miniſters houſes; but I wiſh 
you had a footing, at leaſt, in thirteen; and that, I ſhould 
think, you might eaſily bring about, by that common chain, 
which, to a certain degree, connects thoſe, you do not, with 
thoſe you do know. For inſtance, I ſuppoſe that ee Lord 
Albemarle, nor Marquis de St. Germain, would make the leaſt 


difficulty to preſent you to Comte Caunitz, the Nane, Ec. 
ä | J. 
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I aut are rompe au monde, which can on be done * an 
extenſive, various, and almoſt univerſal acquamtance. 
When you have got your emaciated Philomath, 1 deſite Wt 
his triangles, | rhomboids, &c. may not keep you one moment 
out of the good company you would otherwiſe be in. Swallow 
all your learning in the morning, but digeſt it in company in the 
evenings. The reading of ten new characters is more your 
buſineſs now, than the reading of twenty old books; ſhowiſh 
and ſhining people always get the better of all ordices; though 
ever fo ſolid. If you would be a great man in the world when you 
are old, ſhine and be ſhowiſh in it while you are young ; know 
every body, and endeavour: to pleafe every body, I mean exte- 
riorly ; for fundamentally it is impoſſible. Try to engage the 
heart of every woman, and the affections of almoſt every man 
you meet with. Madam Monconſeil affures me, that you are moſt 
ſurpriſingly improved in your air, manners, and addrefs ; go on, 
my dear child, and never think that you are come to a ſufficient 
degree of perfection; Mil actum reputans fi quid ſupereſſet agen- 
dum; and in thoſe ſhining parts of the character of a gentleman, 
there is always ſomething remaining to be acquired. Modes and 
manners vary in different places, and at different times; you 
muſt keep pace with them, know them, and adopt them, 
wherever you find them. The great uſage of the world, the 
knowledge of characters, the brillant d'un galant homme, is all 
that you now want. Study Marcel and the beau monde with 
great application; but read Homer and Horace, only when you 
bave nothing elſe to do. Pray who is Ia belle Madame de Caſe, 
whom I know you frequent ? I like the epithet given her very 
well ; if ſhe deſerves it, ſhe deſerves your attention too. A man 
of faſhion ſhould be gallant to a fine woman, though he does not 
"2 make love to her, or may be otherwiſe engaged. On lui doit des 


pou eſſes gz \ 


10 HIS O n 


= on ow Fins te fer charmer, et il n as off ni flux ni moins 
pour cela: it pledles, it flatters; you get their good word, 60 
you loſe nothing by it. Theſe gentilliſſes ſhould be accompanied, 

as indeed every thing elſe ſhould, with an air; an air, un ton 
de douceur ef de politeſſe. Les graces muſt be of the party, or it 
will never do; and they are fo eafily had, that it is aſtoniſhing 
to me that every body has them not; they are ' ſooner gained 
than any woman of common reputation and decency. Purſue 
them but with care and attention, and you are ſure to enjoy them 
at laſt : without them, I am ſure, you will never enjoy any body 
elſe. You obſerve, truly, that Mr.. is gauche; it is to be 
hoped that. will mend with keeping company; and is yet par- 
donable in him, as juſt come from: ſchool, But reflect what you: 

would think of a man, who had been any time in the world, 
and yet ſhould be ſo awkward. For God's ſake therefore, now, 

think of nothing but ſhining, and even diſtinguiſhing yourſelf in 

the moſt polite courts, by your air, your addreſs, your manners, 

your politeneſs, your douceur, your graces. With thoſe advan- 
tages (and not without them) take my word for it, you will get 
the better of all rivals, in buſineſs as well as in rwelles, Adieu! 
Send me your patterns by the next poſt, and alſo your inſtruc- 
tions to Ry milan about the ſeal, which you ſeem. to have 
* 


LE T TER xxxv. 
London, May the rech, 0.8. * 


* 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 
N about three months, from this day, we ſhall probably: 

meet. I look upon that moment, as a young woman does 
upon her bridal night ; I expect the greateſt pleaſure, and yet 
6 - cannot: 
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cannot help fearing ſome litile mixture of pain. My reaſon ws 
me doubt a little, of what my imagination makes me expect. 
ſome articles, I am very ſure, that my moſt ſanguine wiſhes A 
not be diſappointed; ; and thoſe are the moſt material ones. In 
others, I fear ſomething or other, which I can better feel than 
deſcribe. | However, I will attempt it. I fear' the want of that 
amiable and engaging je ne ſais quoi, which, as ſome philoſo- 
_ phers have, unintelligibly enough, {aid of the ſoul, is all in all, 
and all in every part; it ſhould ſhed its influence over every word 
and action. I fear the want of that air, and firſt abord, which 
ſuddenly lays hold of the heart, one does not know diſtinctly how 
nor why, I fear an inaccuracy, or, at leaſt, inelegancy of dic- 
tion, which will wrong, and lower, the beſt and juſteſt matter. 
And, laſtly, I fear an ungraceful, if not an unpleaſant utterance, 
which would diſgrace and vilify the whole. Should theſe fears be 
at preſent founded, yet the objects of them are (thank God) of 
ſuch a nature, that you may, if you pleaſe, between this and our 
meeting, remove every one of them. All theſe engaging and 
endearing accompliſhments are mechanical, and to be acquired 
by care and obſervation, as eaſily as turning, or any mechanical 
trade, A common country fellow, taken from the plough, and 
inliſted in an old corps, ſoon lays aſide his ſhambling gait, his 
ſlouching air, his clumſy and awkward motions ; and acquires the 
martial air, the regular motions, and the hae exerciſe of the 
corps, and, particularly, of his right and left hand man. How 
ſo? Not from his parts; which were juſt the ſame before as after 
he was inliſted ; but either from a commendable ambition of be- 
ing like, and equal to, thoſe he is to live with; or elſe from the 
fear of being puniſhed for not being ſo, If "A both or either 
of theſe motives, change ſuch a fellow, in about fix months time, 
to ſuch a degree, as that he 1 is not to be known again, how much 
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| auihger ſhould both theſe motives be With you, to acquire, in 'the | 
utmoſt perfection, the whole exerciſe of the people of faſhion, | 
with whom you are to live all your life? Ambition ſhould: make 
you reſolve to be, at leaſt, their equal in that exerciſe, as well as 
the fear of puniſhment ; which, moſt inevitably, will attend the 

want of it. By that exerciſe, I mean the air, the manners, the 
graces, and the ſtyle of people of faſion. A friend of yours, in 
a letter I received from him by the laſt poſt, after ſome other com- | 
mendations of you, ſays, I eft etonnant, que penſant avee tant de | - 
ſolidite qu'il fait, et atant le gout auſſi ſur, et auſſi delicat qu'il La, 
il s'exprime. avec ſi peu d"elegance et de delicateſſe. Il neglige meme 

totalement le choix des mots et la tournure des phraſes. This I 

ſhould: not be ſo much ſurprized or concerned at, if it related 

only to the Engliſh language; which, hitherto, you have had no 

opportunity of ſtudying, and but few of ſpeaking, at leaſt, to 

thoſe who could correct your inaccuracies. ' ' But if you do not 

expreſs yourſelf elegantly and delicately: in French and German, 

(both which languages I know you poſſeſs perfectly, and ſpeak 

eternally) it can be only from an unpardonable inattention, to 

what you moſt erroneouſly think a little object, though, in truth, 

it is one of the moſt important of your life. Solidity and 

delicacy of thought muſt be given us, it cannot be acquired, 

though it may be improved ; but elegancy and delicacy of ex- 

preſſion may be acquired by whoever will take the neceſſary care 

and pains. I am ſure you love me ſo well, that you would be 

very ſorry, when we meet, that I ſhould be either diſappointed or 

mortified; and I love you ſo well, that, I aſſure you, I ſhould 

be both, if I ſhould find you want any of thoſe exterior aecom- 


It is ſurpriſing, that, thinking with ſo muck ſolidity as he does, _ 3 ſo true 
and refined a taſte, he ſhould expreſs himſelf with fo little elegancy and delicacy. He 
even totally neglects the choice of words and turn of phraſes.. 
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| pliſhments which are the indiſpenſably neceſſary eps to that 


3 


figure, and fortune, which I {© nu een ae one day 
make in the world. 

I hope you do not neglect your aw of =" ly Ge, 
and dancing, but particularly the latter ; for they all concur to 
 digonrdir, and to give a certain air. To ride well, is not only a 
proper and graceful accompliſhment for a gentleman, but may alſo 
ſave you many a fall hereafter; to ſence well, may poſſibly ſave 
your life; and to dance well, is abſolytely neceſſary, in order to 
ſit, ſand, and walk well. To tell you the truth, my friend, I 
have ſome little ſuſpicion, that you now and then neglect or 
omit your exerciſes, for more ſerious ſtudies. But now non &ft his 
locus, every thing has its time; and this is yours for your exer- 
ciſes; for when you return to Paris, I only propoſe your conti- 
nuing your dancing; which you ſhall two years longer, if you 
happen to be where there is a good dancing-maſter. Here, I will 
ſee you take ſome leſſons with your old maſter Deſnoyers, who is 
our Marcel. 

What ſays Madame du Pin to you? I am told ſhe is very hand- 
ſome ſill; I Know ſhe was ſo ſome few years ago. She has good 
parts, reading, manners, and delicacy ; ſuch an arrangement 
would be both creditable and advantageous to you. She will ex- 
pect to meet with all the good-breeding- and delicacy that the 
brings ; and as ſhe is paſt the glare and eclat of youth, may be 
the more willing to liſten to your ſtory, if you tell it well. For 
an attachment, I ſhould prefer her to la petite Blot; and, for a 
mere gallantry, I ſhould prefer le petite Blot to her; ſo that they 


are conſiſtent, er Pune n empecbe pas l'autre. kal Re. 
member 1a douceur et les graces, | 


LETTER 


TO T8 SON Oo 7 153 
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r BE ieh London, May the 23d, O. S. 1751. 
Have this moment received your letter of the 2 5th, N. 8. and 
being rather ſomething more attentive to my commiſſions, 

than you are to yours, return you this immediate anſwer to the 
queſtion you aſk me about the two pictures: I will not give one 
livre more than what I told you in my laſt ; having no ſort of 
occaſion for them, and not knowing very wat where to put them, 
if I had them. 

I wait with impatience for your final orders about the My OE . 
the mercer perſecuting me every day, for three pieces which I 
thought pretty, and which I have kept by me eventually, to ſe- 
cure them, in caſe your ladies ſhould pitch upon them. 

What do you mean by your * $i j oſois? queſt ce qui vous 
empèche d'oſer ? On oſe toujours quand il y a eſperance de ſucces; 


et on ne perd rien a oſer, quand meme il n'y en a pas. Un 
honnete homme ſcait oſer, et quand il faut oſer, il ouvre la 


tranchce par des travaux, des ſoins, et des attentions ; s'il n'en eſt 
pas deloge d'abord il avance toujours a Vattaque de la place meme. 
Apres de certaines approches le ſucces eſt infaillible, et il n'y a 
que les nigauds qui en doutent, ou qui ne le tentent point. Seroit- 
ce le caractère — de Madame de la Valliere, qui vous 


empèche 


* If I. durſt! What ſhould hinder you from daring ? One always dares if there are 
hopes of ſucceſs z and if even there are none, one is no loſer by daring. A man of 
faſhion knows how, and when, to dare. He begins his approaches by diſtant attacks, 
by aſſiduities, and by attentions. If he is not immediately and totally repulſed, he 
continues to advance. After certain ſteps, ſucceſs is infallible z and none but very 
filly fellows can then either doubt, or not attempt it. Is it the reſpectable character 
of Madame de la Valliere, which prevents your daring; or are you intimidated at the 

Vol. II. þ 4 ferce 
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emptche d'oſer, ou ſeroit- ce la vertu farouche de Madame du Pin 
qui vous retient? La ſageſſe invincible de la belle Madame Caſe 
vous décourage t- elle plus que fa beauté ne vous invite? Mais 
fi donc. Soiez convaincu que la femme la plus ſage ſe trouve 
flattée, bien loin d'&tre offenſe par une declaration d'amour, faite 
avec politeſſe, et agrement. II ſe peut bien qu'elle ne s pretera 
point, c'eſt a dire fi elle a un gout ou une paſſion pour quelque 
autre; mais en tout cas elle ne vous en ſgaura pas mauvais gre ; 
de fagon qu'il n'eſt pas queſtion d'oſer des qu'il n'y a pas de dan- 
ger. Mais fi elle sy prete, ſi elle ccoute, et qu'elle vous permet 
de redoubler votre declaration, comptez qu'elle ſe moquera bien 
de vous {i vous n'oſez pas tout le reſte. Je vous conſeille de de- 
buter plut6t par Madame du Pin, qui a encore de la beautẽ plus 
qu'il n'en faut pour un jeune dröle comme vous; elle a auſſi du 
monde, de Feſprit, de la delicateſſe ; ſon àge ne lui laiſſe pas ab- 
ſolument le choix de ſes amans, et je vous rẽponds qu'elle ne re- 
jetteroit pas les offres de vos tres humbles ſervices. Diſtinguez la 
donc par vos attentions, et des regards tendres; et prenez les oc- 
caſions favorables de lui dire à Foreille que vous voudriez bien 


que 


fierce virtue of Madame du Pin? Does the invincible modeſty of the handſome 
Madame Cafe diſcourage, more than her beauty invites you? Fie, for ſhame ! Be con- 
vinced that the moſt virtuous woman, far from being offended at a declaration of love, 
is flattered by it, if it is made in a polite and agreeable manner. It is poſſible that 
ſhe may not be propitious to your vows; that is to ſay, if ſhe. has. a liking or, a paſſion 
for another perſon. But, at all events, ſhe will not be diſpleaſed with you for it; fo 
that, as there is no danger, this cannot even be called daring. But if ſhe attends, if ſhe 
liſtens, and allows you to repeat your declaration, be perſuaded that if you do not dare 
all the reſt, ſhe will laugh at you. I adviſe you to begin rather by Madame du Pin, 
. Who has ſtill more than beauty enough for ſuch a youngſter as you. She has, beſides, 
knowledge of the world, ſenſe, and delicacy. As ſhe is not ſo extremely young, the 
choice of her lovers cannot be entirely at her option. I promiſe you, ſhe will not refufe 
the tender of your moſt humble ſervices. Diſtinguiſn her then by attentions, and by 
tender looks. Take favourable opportunities of whiſpering, that you wiſh efteem 

| | and 
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que Vamitic et Teſtime fuſſent les ſeuls motifs de vos gards pour 


elle, mais que des ſentimens bien plus tendres en ſont les veritables 
ſources. Que vous ſouffriez bien en les lui declarant, mais que 
vous ſouffriez encore plus en les lui cachant. 

Je ſens bien qu'en lui difant cela pour la premiere fois vous 
aurez Vair aſſez ſot, et afſez penaud, et que vous le direz fort 
mal. Tant mieux, elle attribuera vôtre déſordre à Texcès de 
votre amour, au lieu de Pattribuer à la veritable cauſe, votre peu 
d'uſage du monde, ſurtout dans ces maticres. En pareil cas 
amour propre eſt le fidele ami de l'amant. Ne craignez donc 
rien, ſolez galant homme; parlez bien, et on vous &coutera. Si 
on ne vous Ecoute pas la premiere, parlez une ſeconde, une troi- 
fieme, une quatrieme fois; ſi la place n'eſt pas deja priſe, ſoiez 
ſur qu'a la longue elle eſt prenable. 


1 am very glad you are going fo Orli, and from thence to St. 


Cloud; go to both, and to Verſailles alſo, often. It is that inte- 


rior, Jomeſtic familiarity with people of faſhion, that alone, can 
give you Puſage du monde, et les manieres aiſces. It is only with 
women one loves, or men one reſpects, that the deſire of pleaſ- 
ing exerts itſelf ; and without the deſire of pleaſing, no man liv- 
ing can pleaſe. Let that defire be the ſpring of all your words and 
actions. That happy talent, the art of pleaſing, which ſo few do, 
though almoſt all might poſſeſs, is worth all your learning and 


and friendſhip were the only motives of your regard for her; but that it derives from 
ſentiments of a much more tender nature: that you made not this declaration with - 
ovt pain; but that the concealing your paſſion was a ſtill greater torment. 

I am ſenſible that in ſaying this for the firſt time, you will look filly, abaſhed, and 
even expreſs youtſelf very ill. So much the better; for, inſtead of attributing your con- 


fuſion to the little uſage you have of the world, particularly in theſe ſort of ſubjects, 
ſhe will thin that exceſs of love is the occaſion of it. In ſuch a caſe, the lover's 


beſt friend is ſelf. love, Do not then be afraid; + behave gallantly, Speak well, 
and you will be heared. If you are not liſtened to the firſt time, try a ſecond, a 
third, and a fourth. If the place is not already taken, depend upon it it * be 
conquered. 


xXx 2 knowledge 
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knowledge: put together. The latter can never raiſe you high, 
without the former; but the former may carry you, as it has car- 
ried thouſands, a great way, without the latter. 
I am glad that you dance ſo well, as to be reckoned by Mar- 
cel among his beſt ſcholars; go on, and dance better ſtill. Danc- 
ing well is pleaſing pro tanto, and makes a part of that neceſſary 
whole, which is compoſed of a thouſand parts, many of them of 
les infiniment petits quoi qu infiniment neceſſaires. 
1 ſhall never have done upon this ſubject, which is indiſpen- 
ſably neceſſary towards your making any figure or fortune in the 
world; both which I have ſet my heart upon, and for both which you 
now abſolutely want no one thing but the art of pleaſing; and I muſt 
not conceal from you, that you have ſtill a good way to go, before 
you arrive at it, You ſtill want a thouſand of thoſe little atten- 
tions that imply a deſire of pleaſing: you want a douceur of air 
and expreſſion that engages: you want: an elegancy and deli- 
cacy of expreſſion, neceſſary to adorn the beſt ſenſe and moft 
ſolid matter: in ſhort, you ſtill want a great deal of the brillant 
and the poli. Get them at any rate; ſacrifice hecatombs of books 
to them : ſeek for them in company, and renounce your cloſet 
till you have got them. I never received the letter you refer to, 
if ever you wrote it. Adieu, et bon ſoir Monſeigneur. 


— 
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Greenwich, Tune the 6th, O. 8. 1751. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 3 


0? LICITOUS and anxious as I have ever been to form your 
heart, your mind, and your manners; and to bring you as 
near perfection as the imperfection of our natures will allow; 1 


have 


have exhauſted, i in the courſe of our NE STOR al that my 
own mind could ſuggeſt, and have borrawed from others what- 
ever I thought could be uſeful to you; but this has neceſſarily 
been interruptedly and by ſnatches. It is now time, and you are 
of an age to review and to weigh in your own mind all that you 
have heard, and all that you have read, upon theſe ſubjects ; and 
to form your own character, your conduct, and your manners, for 
the reſt of your life ; allowing for ſuch improvements as a farther 
knowledge of the world will naturally give you. In this view, 
I would recommend to you to read, with the greateſt attention, 
ſuch books as treat particularly of thoſe ſubjects; reflecting 
ſeriouſly upon them, and then comparing the ſpeculation with 
the practice. For example, if you read in the morning ſome of 
la Rochefoucault's maxims; conſider them, examine them well, 
and compare them with the real characters you meet with in the 
evening. Read la Bruyere in the morning, and ſee in the evening 
whether his pictures are like. Study the heart and the mind of man, 
and begin with your own; Meditation and reflection muſt lay 
the foundation of that knowledge; but experience and practice 
muſt, and alone can, complete it. Books, it is true, point out the 
operations of the mind, the ſentiments of the heart, the influence 
of the paſſions; and fo far they are of previous uſe : but without 
ſubſequent practice, experience, and obſervation, they are as in- 
effectual, and would even lead you into as many errors in fact, 
as a map would do, if you were to take your notions of the 
towns and provinces from their delineations in it. A man would 
reap very little benefit by his travels, if he made them only in his 
cloſet upon a' map of the whole world. Next to the two books 
that T have already mentioned, I do not know a better for you to 
read, and ſeriouſly reflect upon, than avis dq une mere d un fils par 
la Marquiſe de Lambert. She was a woman of a ſuperior under- 
ſanding and knowledge of the world, had always kept the beſt 


D, 


158 LORD CHESTERFIELD's LETTERS 


company, was folicitous that her ſon ſhould make- a figure 1 a 
fortune in the world, and knew better than any body how to 
point out the means. It is very ſhort, and will take you much 
eſs time to read, than you ought to employ i in reflecting upon 
it, aſter you have read it. Her ſon was in the army, ſhe wiſhed 
he might riſe there; but ſhe well knew, that, i in order to riſe, he 
ruſt firſt pleaſe : ſhe ſays to him, therefore,“ 4 7 gard de ceux 
dont vous dependez, le premier merite eff de plaire. And, in an- 
other pl ace, + Dans les emplois ſubalternes vous ne vous Lutte gue 
par les agremens, les maitres ſont comme les maitreſſes; quelque 
fervice que vous leur atex rendũ ils ceſſent de vous aimer quand 
vous ceſſex de leur plaire. This, I can aſſure you, is at leaſt as true 
in courts as in camps, and poſſibly more ſo. If to your merit 
and knowledge you add the art of pleaſing, you may very proba- 
bly come in time to be Secretary of ſtate ; but, take my word for 
it, twice your merit and knowledge, without the art of pleaſing, 
would, at moſt, raiſe you to the inportant poſt of Reſident at Ham- 
burgh or Ratiſbon, I need not tell you now, for I often 
have, and your own diſcernment muſt have told you, of what 
numberleſs little ingredients that art of pleaſing is compounded, 

and- how the want of the leaſt of them lowers the whole; but 
the principal ingredient is, undoubtedly, Ia douceur dans les ma- 
nieres : nothing will give you this more than keeping company 
with your ſupericrs. Madame Lambert tells her ſon, tue vos liaiſons 
ſoient avec des per ſonnes au deſſus de vous, par la vous Vous accoutu- 


mea au reſpect et a la politeſſe; avec ſes i egaux on 2 neglige; [ r 


With regard to thoſe upon whom you depend, the chief merit is to pleaſe. 
I In ſubaltern employments, the art of pleaſing muſt be your ſupport. - Maſters are 
| like miſtreſſes; whatever ſervices they may be indebted to you for, they ceale to love 
when you ceaſe to be agreeal le. 

Let your connections be with people above you by that means you will acquire a 


habit of reſpect and politeneſs, Witrone's equals one is apt to become. negligent, and the 
mind grows torpid, 


4 ST Faſſeupit, 
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faſſoupis. abe adviſes him too to frequent thoſe people, and to ſee 


their inſide;ꝰ i/e/? bon d approc her tes hommes,'te les voir a decouvert; 
er avec leur mérite de tous les jours. A happy expreſſion] It was 
ſor this reaſon that I have ſo often adviſed you to eſtabliſh and 
dotneſticate yourſelf, wherever you can, in good houſes of people 
above you, that you may ſee their ævery- day character, manners, 
habits, &c. One muſt ſee people undreſſed, to judge truly of their 
ſhape ; when they are drefied to go abroad, their clothes are 
contrived. to conceal, or at leaſt palliate, the defects of it: as full- 
bottomed wigs were contrived for the Duke of Burgundy, to con- 
ceal his hump back. Happy thoſe who have no faults to diſguiſe 
nor weakneſſes to conceal | there are few, if any ſuch : but un- 
bappy thoſe, who know little enough of the world to judge by 
outward appearances. Courts are the beſt keys to characters: there 
every paſſion is buſy, every art exerted, every character analyſed : jea- 
louſy, ever watchful, not only diſcovers, but expoſes, the myſteries 
of the trade, ſo that even by- ſtanders y apprenent a deviner. There 
too the great art of pleaſing is practiſed, taught, and learned, with 
all its graces and delicacies. It is the firſt thing needfuł there: it is 
the abſolutely neceſſary harbinger of merit and talents, let them be 
ever ſo great. There is no advancing a ſtep without it. Let 
miſanthropes and would-be philoſophers declame as much as they 
pleaſe againſt the vices, the ſimulation, and diſſimulation of courts; 
thoſe invectives are always the reſult of ignorance, ill- humour, or 
envy. Let them ſhow me a cottage, where there are not the 
ſame vices of which they accuſe courts; with this difference 
only, that in a cottage they appear in their native deformity, and 
that in courts, manners and good-breeding make them leſs ſhock- 
ing, and blunt their edge. No, be convinced that the good- 
breeding, the z0ournure, la douceur dans les manieres, which alone 


Ja order to judge of men, one muſt be intimately connected; thus you ſee them 
without a veil, and with their mere every-day merit. 


are 
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are to be acquired at courts, are not the ſhowiſn trifles only which 
ſome people call, or think them: they are a ſolid good; they 
prevent a great deal of real miſchief; they create, adorn, and 
ſtrengthen friendſhips : they keep hatred within bounds, they 
promote good-humour and good-will in families, where the want 
of good-breeding and gentleneſs of manners is commonly the 
original cauſe of diſcord. , Get then, before it is too late, an habit 
of theſe mitiores virtutes: practiſe them upon every the leaſt oc- 
caſion, that they may be eaſy und familiar to you upon the great- 
eſt; for they loſe a great degree of their merit if they ſeem la- 
boured, and only called in upon extraordinary occaſions. I tell 
you truly, this is now the only doubtful part of your character 
with me; and it is for that reaſon that I dwell upon it ſo much, 
and inculcate it ſo often. I ſhal} ſoon ſee whether this doubt of 
mine is founded; or rather, I hope 1 ſhall ſoon ſee that it is not. 

This moment I receive your letter of the gth, N. 8. I am 
ſorry to find that you have had, though ever: ſo1light, a return of 
your Carniolan diſorder; and J hope your concluſion will prove a 
true one, and that this will be the laſt. I will ſend the mohairs 
by the firſt opportunity. As for the pictures, I am already ſo full, 
that I am reſolved not to buy one more, unleſs by great accident I 
ſhould meet with ſomething ſurprifingly good, and as ſurpriſingly 
cheap. a 41 


I ſhould have thought that Lord at his age, and with 
his parts and addreſs, need not have been reduced to keep an 
opera wh—e, in ſuch a place as Paris, where fo many women of 
faſhion generouſly ſerve as volunteers. I am ſtill more ſorry that 
he is in love with her; for that will take him out of good company, 
and fink him into bad; ſuch as fidlers, pipers, and id genus ommne; 
moſt unediſying and unbecoming company for a man of faſhion |! 
Lady Cheſterfield makes you a thouſand compliments. Adieu, 
my dear child. ö | 
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Greenwich, June the roth, O. q 1751. 
MY DEAR TREND. 
OUR ladies were ſo flow in giving their 0 orders, 
that the mobairs, of which you at laſt ſent me the patterns, 
were all ſold. However, to prevent farther delays (for ladies are 
apt to be very impatient, when at laſt they know their own 
minds) I have taken the quantities deſired, of three mohairs 
which come neareſt to the deſcription you ſent me ſome time 
| in Madame Monconſeil's own hand; and I will ſend them 
to Calais by the firſt opportunity. In giving Ia petite Blot her piece, 
you have a fine occaſion of ſaying fine things, if fo inclined. 
Lady Hervey, who is your puff and panegyriſt, writes me 
word, that ſhe ſaw you lately dance at a ball, and that you dance 
very genteely. I am extremely glad to hear it; for (by the maxim 
that..omne majus .continet in ſe minus) if you dance gentecly, I 
preſume! you walk, fit, and ſtand genteely too; things which 
are much more eaſy, though much more neceſſary, than dancing 
well. I have known many very genteel people, who could not 
dance well; but I never knew any body dance very well, who 
was not genteel in other things. You will probably often have 
occaſion to ſtand in circles, at the levees of princes and miniſters, 
when it is very neceſſary, de pater de ſa perſonne, et d ttre bien 
Plarité, with your feet not too near nor too diſtant from each 
other. More people ſtand and walk, than fit genteely. Awk- 
ward, ill-bred people, being aſhamed, commonly fit up bolt up- 
right, and ſtiff; others, too negligent and eaſy, ſe veautrent dans 
leur fauteuil, which 1s upgraceful and ill-bred, unleſs where the 
Vor. II. Y familiarity 
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familiarity is extreme; but a man of faſhion makes himſelf eaſy, 
and appears fo, by leaning gracefully, inſtead of lolling ſupine- 
ty; ; and by varying thoſe eaſy attitudes, inſtead of that Riff 
immobility of a baſhful booby. You cannot conceive, nor can I 
| exprels, how advantageous à good alt, genteel motions, and 
engaging addreſs are, not only among women, but among men, 
and even in the courſe of buſineſs; they faſcinate the affections, 
they ſteal a preference, they play about the heart till they engage 
it. I know a man, and ſo do you, who, without a grain of 
merit, knowledge, or talents, has raiſed himſelf millions of degrees 
above his level, ſingly by a good air, and engaging manners; 
inſomuch, that che very yo who raiſed him ſo high,” calls him, 
mon aimable vaut-rien : & but of this do not open your lips, pour 
cauſe. 1 give you this ſecret, as the ſtrongeſt proof imaginable, 
of the efficacy of air, addreſs, tournure et tous ces petitr riens. 
Your other puff and panegyriſt, Mr. Harte, is gone to Windſor, 
in his way to Cornwall, in order to be back ſoon enough to meet 
you here ; 1 really believe he is as impatient for that moment as 
I am, E cet tout dire: but, however, notwithſtanding 'my 
_ impatience, if, by chance, you ſhould then be i à ſituation, 
that leaving Paris would coſt your heart too many pangs; I 
allow you to put off your journey, and to telt me, as Feſtus 
did Paul, at 4 more convenient ſeafon J will ſpeak to thee! Lou 
ſee by this, that I eventually facrifice my ſentiments to yours, 
and this in a very uncommon object * of paternal eomplai- 
ſance. Provided always, and be ic underſtood (as they ſay 
in Acts of Parliament) that, gre: re cumque domat Venus, 70" 
erubeſcendis adurit ignibus. If your heart will let you come, bring 
with you only your valet de chambre, Chriſtian, and your own + 


The Marechal De Richelieu. 


footman ; 


TO HIS SON, 


"Y 
footman; not your valet de place, whom you may diſmiſs for the 
time, as allo your coach ; but, you, had beſt keep on your lodg- 


ings, the intermediate expence of which will be but inconſider- 

able, and you will want them to leave your books and baggage 
in. Bring only the clothes you travel in, one ſuit of black, for 
the mourning: for the prince will not be quite out by that time, 
and ond ſuit; of your fine clothes, two or three of your laced 
ſbirts, and the reſt plain ones; of other things, as bags, fea- 
chers, &c. as you think proper. Bring no books, unleſs two or 
three for your amuſement upon the road; for we muſt apply 
ſingly. to Engliſh, in which you are certainly no puriſie, and I 
will ſupply you ſufficiently with the proper Engliſh authors. I 
ball, probably, keep you here till about the middle of October, 

and certainly. not longer; it being abſolutely neceſſary for you to 
paſs the next winter at Paris; ſo that ſhould any fine eyes ſhed 
tears for your departure, you may dry them by the N of 
your return in two monts. 

Faye you got a maſter for Geometry? if 1 weather is very 
hot, you may leave your riding at the nancge till you return to 
Paris, unleſs you think the exerciſe does you more good than the 
heat can do you harm; but I defire you will not leave off Marcel 
ſor one moment: your fencing likewiſe, if you have a mind, may 
ſubſide ſor the ſummer; but you will do well to reſume it in the 
winter, and to be adroit at it, but by no means for offence, only 
bor deſence, in caſe of f Good night. Yours,.- 


„N. -Y< 


4 P. 8. 1 forgot to to give you one commiſſion, - chen you. come 
* s 45 not to fail bringing the racer along with TO 
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Greenwich, June the 1 zth, 0.8. 1730. 


Mx DBAR FRIEND, - 


Z. E bienſeances * are a moſt action part ul the 3 
of the world. They conſiſt in the relations of perſons, things, 
time, and place; good ſenſe points them out, good company per- 
fects them, (ſuppoſing always an attention and a deſire to pleaſe) 
and good policy recommends them. 

Were you to converſe with a King, enact to as as th and 
unembarraſſed as with your own valet de chambre: but yet every 
look, word, and action, ſhould- imply the utmoſt reſpect. What 
would be proper and well-bred with others, much your ſuperiors, 
would be abſurd and ill-bred with one ſo very much ſo. You muſt 
wait till you are ſpoken to; you muſt receive, not give, the ſubject 
of converſation; and you muſt even take care that the given 
ſubject of ſuch converſation do not lead you into any impropriety. 
The art would be to carry it, if poſſible, to ſome indirect flattery: 
ſuch as commending thoſe virtues in ſome other perſon, in which 
that Prince either thinks he does, or at leaſt would be thought by 
others to excel. Almoſt the ſame precautions, are neceſſary to be 
uſed with Miniſters, Generals, &c. who expect to be treated with 
very near the ſame reſpect as their maſters, and commonly deſerve 
it better. There is, however, this difference, that one may begin 
the converſation with them, if on their ſide it ſhould happen to 
drop, provided one does not carry it to any ſubject, upon which 
it is Improper either for them to ſpeak or be ſpoken to. In theſe 
two caſes, certain attitudes and actions would be extremely ab- 
ſurd, becauſe too eaſy, and conſequently diſreſpectful. As for 


inſtance, if you were to put your arms acroſs in your boſom, twirl 


* This ſingle word implies decorum, good breeding, and propriety. 
your 


— 
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* 


your ſyuſf-box, trample. with your feet, ſcratch your head, &c. 
it would be ſhockingly: ill-bred in that company; and, indeed, not 
extremely well · bred in any other. The great difficulty in thoſe 
caſes, though a very ſurmountable one by attention and cuſtom, 
is to join perfect inward eaſe with perfect outward reſpect- 
la mixed companies with your equals (for in mixed companies 
all people are to a certain degree equal) greater caſc and liberty are 
allowed; but they too have their bounds within 4ien/eance. There 
is a ſocial reſpect neceſſary: you may ſtart your own ſubject of 
converſation with modeſty, taking great care, however, de ne. 
jamais parler de cordes dans la maiſon d'un pendd. Your words, 
geſtures, and attitudes, have a greater degree of latitude, though 
by. no means an unbounded one. ' You may have your hands in 
your pockets, take ſnuff, ſit, ſtand, or occaſionally walk, as you 
like: but I believe you would not think it very Sienſdaut to 
whiſtle, put on your hat, looſen your garters or your buckles, 
lie down upon a couch, or go to bed, and welter in an eaſy chair. 
Theſe are negligences and freedoms which one can only take 
when quite alone: they are injurious to ſuperiors, ſhocking and 
offenſive to equals, brutal and inſulting to inferiors. That eaſi- 
neſs of carriage and behaviour, which is exceedingly engaging, 


widely differs from negligence and inattention, and by no means 


implies that one may do whatever one pleaſes; it only means 


that one is not to be ſtiff, formal, embarraſſed, diſconcerted, 


and aſhamed, like country bumpkins, and people who have never 


been in good company; but it requires great attention to, and 


a ſcrupulous obſervation 'of Jes bienſcances: whatever one ought 


to do, is to be done with eaſe and unconcern; hatever is impro- 
per muſt not be done at all. In mixed companies; allo, different 
ages and ſexes are to be differently addreſſed. Vou would not 


2 Never to mention a rope in the family of a man who has been hanged. 
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talk of your pleaſures to mem of a certain age, pravitypuand dig- 


nity ; they juſniy expect, ftom young people, a degree of deference 


and regard. You ſhould be full as eaſy with them, as with 
people of your on years: but your manner muſt be different; 
more reſpe& muſt be implied; and it is not amiſs to inſinuate, 
that ſtom them you expect to learn. It flatters, and com- 
ſorts age for not being able to take a part in the joy and titter 
of youth. To women you ſhould always addreſs yourſelf 
with great outward reſpect and attention, whatever: you feel in- 
wardly; their ſex is by long preſcriptionintitled to it; andꝭ iti is 


among the duties of bienſcance : at the ſame time, that reſpect is 


very properly, and very agrecably, mixed with a degree of nous 
ment, if you have it: but then, that Saudi ge muſt either 
directly or indirectly tend to their praiſe, and even not borliablt to 
a malicious conſtruction to their diſadvantage. But here too, 
great attention muſt be had to the difference of age, rank and 
ſituation. A Marechale of fifty muſt not be played with like a young 
coquette of fiſteen: reſpect and ſerious enjouement, if I may couple 
thoſe two words, muſt be uſed with the former, and mere 4adinage, 
zelle meme d un peu de poliſſonerie, is pardonable with the latter. 
9 | Another importatit point of les bienſeances, ſeldom enough! at- 
tended to, is not to run your own preſent humour and:diſpofition 
indiſcriminately againſt every body: but to obſerve; confort to, 
and adopt theirs. For example; if you happened to be in high 


| good-humour, and a flew of ſpirits, would vo go andꝭ ſing a 


pont neuſ, or cut a caper, to la Matbchale de Coignyy the Pope's 
Nuncio, or Abbé Sallier, or to any perſon of natural grauity and 
melanchoby, or who at that time ſhould be in grief p I believe 


not; as, on the other hand, I ſuppoſe, that if you were in low 


ſpirits, or real grief, y0u would not chuſe to bewail your ſituation 
0 5 nien 3 „Ballad. 4 Ho I8 500 30 4 £01440) 
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th ls pete d Af you cannot command your "preſent humour 
and diſpoſition, ſingle out thoſe to conxerſe with, who ko to 
be in the humour the neareſt to bu ο⏑.i nm. 

Loud laughter is extremely inconſiſtent with /es bien/e Zances, as it 
is only the illiberal and noiſy teſtimony of the joy of the mob, at 
ſome very ſilly thing. A gentleman. is often ſeen, but very ſe 
dom heard to laugh: nothing is more contrary to les bienſzances- 
than horſe play, or jeux de main of any kind whatever, and has 
often. very ſerious, ſometimes very fatal conſequences. Romping, 
ſtruggling, throwing» things at one anather's head, are the be- 
coming pleaſantries of the mob, but degrade a gentleman ; giuoco 
di mano, giuoco di villano, is a very true ROI the few- true 
ſayings of the Italians. | . 

' Peremptorineſs and deciſion. in young people i is coneraire aux 
bienſeances : they ſhould: ſeldom ſeem to aſſert, and always uſe 
ſome ſoſtening mitigating expreflion ;; ſuch as gil meſt permis de 
e dire, je:croirois-plutit,, ſi f oſe mexpliquer, which ſoften the man- 
ner, without giving up or even weakening the thing. People of 
more age aer cee 3 and are intitled to that degree 
of ;deferenee. | 

There is a ene alſo with Mad to as af che ay 
Fer a gentleman obſerves: it with his ſootman, even with the 
beggar in the ſtrerxt. He conſiders them as objects of compaſſion, 
not of inſult; he ſpeaks to neither d un ton bruſque, but corrects 
che one cooly, and refuſes the other with humanity. There is no 
one occaſion;in. the world, in which Je ton brufque is becoming a 
gentleman, In ſhort, Jes bienſcances are another word for manners, 
and extend: to every part of liſe. They are propriety; the 
Graces ſhould attend in order to complete them: the Graces 
enable us to do, genteely and pleaſingly, what les bienſeances re- 
quire to be done at all. The latter are an obligation upon every 

| 4 man; 
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Wag; the ſormer; arg, nien, advantage, and ohm St to am 


man. May you unte Heth , . ‚＋ . os br ann 

Though you dance well, do not thank tha you dance well 
enough, aud conſequently not æ nden to dance ſtill better. 
And though you ſhould be told chat you ave genteel, till aim at 
being genteeler. If Marcel fhould, do mot you be ſatisfied. Go 
on, court the Graces all your liſe · tine; you will find mo better 
Friends at-coutt::; they, will ſpeak in uur ſavour, to the hearts of 
Princes, Minifters, and Miſttefles,: Meint e ene YT ,297 Ota 

Now that all tumultuous paſſions and . ie 1 
ſubſided with me, and that I have no tarmenting cares nor boiſte- 
rous pleaſures to agitate me, my greateſt joy is to conſider the 
fair proſpeck you have before you, and to hope and believe 
you will enjoy it. You are already in the world, at an age hen 
others have hardly heard of it. Your character is hitherto not 
only unblemifhed in its moral part, but even unſulled by any 
low, dirty, and ynigoatiomquliſce, vice; and will, J hope, conti- 
mue ſa. | 

Your knowledge is ſound, extenfive, and avowed, eſpecially in 
every thing relative to your deſtination. With ſuch materials to 
begin with, what then is wanting ? Not fortune, as you have 
found by experience. You have had, and ſhall have; ' fortune 
ſufficient to aſſiſt your merit and your induſtry; and, if 
I can help it, you never ſhall have enough to make 4 
ligent of either. Vou have too ment Jana in corpore 
the greateſt bleſſing of all. All therefore that you want; is 
as much in your power to acquire, as to kat your "breakfaſt 
when ſet before you: it is only that knowledge of the world, 
that elegancy of manners, that univeral politeneſs, and thoſe 
graces,” which keeping good company, and ſeeing variety of places 
and characters, muſt inevitably, with the - leaſt attention on your 
ours | | part, 
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part, give b eee deſtinatjon leads to the greateſt 
things, and your parliamentary ſituation will: facilitate your pro- 
oreſs z” conſider then this pleaſing proſpect as attentively for your- 
ſelf, as I conſitler it for you. Labour on your part to realiſe it; 
as I. will on mine to aſſiſt and enable Ge to * it. nn 
ee eee ee eee ee ee ee 
Adieu my dear child. I count the ds till e ha wo 
fare of ſeeing vou: I. ſhall ſoon count the hours; and at laſt the 
minutes, with increaſing impatien cem. A ee 
A, ealdils, Ga. HHMUP ONE, IOW], OHSS Y 444] AB, eee alk... 
P. 8. Then mohaits are this day gone from hence for Gillis; 
recommended to the care of Madame Morel, and directed; as de- 
fired) to the Oomptroller General. The three n come to ſix 
hundred and.ighty: Freach le. le ee e eee eee 
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what yourheaps that 1 18, ta ſee and hear as you ſhould do. Ftri- 
a vol v fugile people, who make, at leaſt, three parts in four of, 


mankind, only deſire to ſee and hens what their frivolous and 
futile præ· curſors have ſeen and heared; as St. Peter's, the Pope, 
and High Maſs, at, Rome 3. Notre Dame, Verſailles, the French 


King, and) the French Comedy, in France. A man of parts ſees 


and hears, very differently fram theſe gentlemen, and a great deal. 


N II. | 2 


oy" 


IN,, few. people, aſpetially; * 8 e anne 
ſee, on hear what they hear, that though really believe it 
may be unneceſſary with you, yet there can be no harm in re- 
minding you, from time to time, to ſee what you ſee, and to hear 
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more. He:examince angyinforms! himſolf thoroughly, ef every 
' thing be ſees or hears; andy more particularly, as it in" relagive 
to his own a or deſtination. Vour deſtination is politi- 
cal; the obje& therefore of your inquiries ad obſervations 
ſhould be the political, interior of thing: the forms of govern- 
ment, laws, regulations, - cuſtoms, trade, manufactures, r. of 
the ſeveral nations of Rurope. This knowledge is mueh better 
acquired by converſation, with ſenſible and well-informed peo- 
ple, than by books; the beſt of which, upon theſe ſubjeQs, ate 
always imperfect. For example, there are Preſent States of France, 
as there are of England; but they ate ulways defective, being 
- publiſhed by people uninformed, - who only copy one another : 
they are, however, worth looking into; becauſe they point out 
objects for i inquiry, which otherwiſe might poſſibly nevet — 
occurred to one's mind: but an hour's converſation with a ſenſible 
Prefident, or Conſeiller, will let you more into the true ſtate of the 
parliament of Paris, than all the books in France. In the fame 
manner, the Almanach Miliraire is worth your having; but two 
or three converſations with officers will inform you much better of 
their military regulations. People have, commonly, - a partiality 
for their own profefſions, love to talk of them, and are even 
flattered by being conſulted upon the ſubject; when, therefore, you 
are with any of thoſe military gentlemen (and you can hardly 
be in any company without ſore) aſk them military. queſ- 
tions. Inquire into their methods of diſcipline, quartering, and 
clothing their men; inform yourſelf of their pay, their perqui- 
ſites, leurs montres, leurs ctapes, &c. Do the fame, as to the na- 
rine, and make yourſelf particularly maſter of that detail; which 
has, and always will have, a great relation to the affairs of Eng- 
land; and, in proportion as you get * een, make 
minutes of them 1 in writing. 8 

We e 
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„be regulations of trade ard. commenge in France arc excellent, 
a Hare hut -/ Hain Hf va, by the great cincreafs of both, 
within theſe thirty years; for, not to mention their extenſive com- 
merce in Both the Eaſt and Welt Indies, they havengot the whole 
true af the Leuant from us; and now fupply all the foreign 
markets wich their ſugars; to the ruin almoſt of our ſugar colo- 
niey/'as Jamaica, Barbadoes, and the Leeward Iſlands. Get, there- 
fore, what informations you can of theſe matters alſoo. 
Inquire too into their church matters; for which the orofſont 
diſputes, between the court and the clergy, give you fair and fre- 
quent opportunities. Kno the particular rights of the Gallican 
church, in oppoſition to the pretenſions of the ſee of Rome. I 
need not recommend ecctefiaftical hiſtory to . I hear 
that you ſtudy D Pim very aſſiduauſſr. 

+ You cannot imagine how much this ſolid and uſeful, 1 
lodge: of other countries will diſtinguiſn you in your on (where, 
to ſay the truth, it is very little known or cultivated) befides the 
great uſe it is of in all foreign negociations : not to mention, that 
it enables a man to ſhine. in all companies. When Kings and 
Princes have any knowledge, it is of this fort, and more parti- 
cularly; and therefore it is the ufual topic of their levee converſa- 
tions, in which it will qualify you to bear a conſiderable part: it 
brings you more acquainted with them; and they are pleaſed 
to have rer talk to them on a ſubject in which they think 
to ſhine. 

There is a ſort of chit-chat, or /nall-talk; which is the general 
run of converſation at courts, and in moſt mixed companies. It 
is a fort of middling converſation, neither filly nor edifying; but, 
however, very neceſſary for you to be maſter of. It turna upon 
the publio. events of Europe, and then is at its beſt; very often 
upon che number, the goodnefs, or badneſs, the diſcipline, or the 

Z 2 cloth- 
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glothing ofo tlie! troops of different Princes z1 ſometions/}upan the 
| families) cha, matriages, the relations f princes, and bbnfaderable 
people: and, ſometimes; r la bonne chere, the magnificeneg of 
public entertainments, balls, maſquerades; Sc. IL would wiſh-you 
to be able to talk upon all: theſe things,” better, aud with mare 
knowledge than other people; inſomuch that, upon thoſe ocga- 
ſions, you ſhould be applied to, and e e _— ſay, 1 
dare ſay Mr. Stanhope cun teil uus. Argon 
Second: rate knowledge, and middling: te Wann a man far- 
ther at courts, and in the buſy patt of the world, than ſuperior 
knowledge and ſhining parts. Tacitus very juſtly accounts for a 
man's having always kept in favour, and enjoyed the beſt em- 
play ments, under the tyrannical reigns of three or four of the very 
worſt Emperors, by ſaying, that it was not propten aligquam eximiam 
artem, ſed quia par negotiis neque ſupra erat. Diſcretion is the 
great article; all thoſe things are to be learned, and only learned 
by keeping a great deal of the beſt company. Frequent thoſe 
good houſes where you have already a footing, and wriggle your 
ſelf ſomehow or other. into every other- Haunt the courts Par- 
ticularly, in order to get that routine. 

- This moment I receive yours of the 18th N. 8. You: will have 
bad: ſome time ago my final anſwers concerning the pictures; 
and, by my laſt, an account that the mohairs were gone, to 
Madam Morel at Calais, with the proper directions. 

J am ſorry that your two ſons-in-law, the princes B, 
are ſuch boobies; however, as they have the honour of being ſo. 
nearly. related: to you, I will ſhow them what civilities I can. 

I confeſs you have not time, for long abſences from Paris at 
preſents; becauſe of your. various maſters, all Which I. would have 
you apply to cloſely while youare now in that capital: but when vou 
returm thither, after che viſit you intend. me the honour. of; I do 
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Bot propoſe your having ay maſter-atiall; except Marcel, once or 
wier A werk. Anda then the oourts will, I hope; ibe no longer 
ſtrange countries to you; for I would have you run down fre- 
quentiy to. Verſailles and St. Cloud; for three or four days at a 
time! Vou know the Abbe de la Ville, who will preſent you to 
others, ſo that you will ſoon be faufle with the reſt of the court. 
Court is the foil in which you are to grow and flouriſh ; you 
_ to be well acquainted- with the nature of it: like all other 
ſoil} it is im ſome places deeper, in others lighter, but always 
. of great improvement by cultivation and experience. 

Fou ſay that you want ſome hints for a letter to Lady Cheſter- 
field; more uſe and knowledge of the world will teach you oe- 
caftonally to write and talk genteely, ſir des riens; which I can tell 
you is a very uſeful part of worldly knowledge; for, in ſome 
companies, it would be imprudent to talk upon any thing elle, 
and” with very many people it is — to talk of any . 
oy ei would: W _ RAE 
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MY DEAR FRIEND, ä my 
1 R, addreſs, manners, and graces, are of ſuch inftdite 000 

vantage to whoever has them, and ſo peculiarly and 
eſſentiafly neceffary for you, that now, as the time of our meet= 
ing draws near, I tremble for fear I ſhould not find you poſ- 
ſeſſed of thet'; and, to tell you the truth, I doubt you are not 
yet ſufficiently cbiviticad of their importance. There is, for in- 
ſtance, your intimate friend Mr. H, who, with great merit, 
deep knowledge, and a thoufand good qualities, will never make 
a figure 


124 _- LORD CHESTERFIBLD's LETTERS 


i the world while he lixes; Why * Merely for want of 
$ external and ſnowiſh accompliſhments, which he began the 
world top late to acquire; and which, with his ſtudious and phi- 
loſaphical turn, I believe he thinks arg, not worth, his attention. 
He.may, very probably, make a figure in the republic of letters ; 
but he had ten thouſand times better make a figure as a man of the 
world and of buſineſs in the republic of the United ne 
which, take my word for it, he never, will. | 
As I open myſelf, without the leaſt reſerve, n 1 chink 
that my doing fo. can be of any uſe to you, I will give you a ſhort 
account of myſelf. When I firſt came into the world (which was 
at the age you are of now, ſo that (by the way) you have got the 
ftart of me in that important article by two or. three years at leaſt) 
at nineteen, I left the univerſity of Cambridge, where I was an 
abſolute pedant: when I talked my beſt, I quoted. Horace; 
when I aimed at being facetious, I quoted Martial; and hen I 
had a mind to be a fine gentleman, I talked Ovid. I was con- 
vinced that none but the ancients had common ſenſe ; that the 
Claſſics contained every thing that was either neceſſary, uſeful, 
or ornamental to men; and I was not without thoughts of wear- 
ing the toga virilis of the Romans, inſtead of the vulgar and illi- 
beral dreſs of the moderns. With theſe excellent notions, I went 
firſt to the Hague, where, by the help of ſeyeral letters of recom- 
mendation, I was ſoon introduced into all the beſt company; and 
where I very ſoon diſcovered, that I was totally miſtaken in almoſt 
every one notion I had entertained. Fortunately, I had a ſtrong 
deſire to pleaſe (the mixed reſult of gaod-nature, and a vanity by 
no means blameable) and was ſenſible, that I had nothing but the 
deſire. I therefore reſolved, if poſſible, to acquire the means too. 
E ſtudied attentively and minutely the dreſo, the air, the manner, 
uy vet, and che turn of converſation. of all thoſe whom 1 
found 
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found to be i people in faſhion, and moſt generelly allowed to 
pleater I initäted then 26 Well as I could: if I heafd that one 
man was reckoned remarkably genteel, I carefully watched his 
dreſs; motions, and attitudes, and formed my ow Upon them. 
When 1 heard of another, whoſe © converſation was agteeable 
aud engaging, 1 liſtened and attended to the turn of ft. 1 
addreffed myſelf, though de #25 wauvalſe grace, to all the 
moſt faſhionable. fine ladies; confeſſed, and laughed with 
them at my own awitwatdneh and rawnels, fecommiehding 
myſelf as an object for them to try their {kll” in form- 
ing, By theſe means, and with a paſſionate deſite of pleaſ- 
ing every body, I came by degrees to pleaſe ſome; and, 1 
can aſſure you, that what little figure T have made ih the world! a 
has been much more owing to that paſſionate deſire I had of plea- 
ſing univerſally, than to any intrinſic merit, or found knowledge 
I might ever have been maſter of. My paſſion for pleafing was 
fo ſtrong (and I am very glad it was ſo) that I own'to'you' fairly, 
I wiſhed to make every woman I faw, in love with me, and 
every man 1 met with, admire me. Without this paſſion, for 
the object, 1 ſhould never have been ſo attentive to the means; 
and I own I cannot conceive how it is poſſible for any man 
of good - natute and good ſenſe to be without this paſſion. Does 
not good- nature incline us to pleaſe all thoſe we converſe with; 
of whatever rank or ſtation they may be ? And does not good 
ſenſe, and common obſervation, ſhow- of what infinite uſe it 
is to pleaſe? Oh! but one may pleaſe by the $564 qualities 
of the heart, and the knowledge of the head, without chat 
faſhionable air, addreſs, and manner, which is mete tinſel- 1 
deny it A man may be eſtecmed and reſpected, but I defy him to 
pleafe without them. Moreover, at your age, I would not have 
contented myfelf with barely pleaſing; I Wanted to ſhine, and to 
diſtinguiſh 
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| diſtinguiſh myſelf in the world as a man of faſhion and gallantry, 
as well as lines, And that ambition or / vanity, call it what 
you pleaſe, was a right one; it hurt nobody, and made me 
exert whatever talents I a It 4 is the ſpring ph a thouſand right 
and good things. | 

I was talking you over the ao day with one very 8" your 
friend, and who had often been with you, both at Paris and in 
Italy. Among the innumerable . queſtions, which you may be 
ſure I aſked him concerning you, I happened to mention your 
dreſs (for, to ſay the truth, it was the only thing of which I 
thought him a competent judge) upon. which he ſaid, that you 
dreſſed tolerably well at Paris; but that in Italy you drefled fo 
ill, that he uſed to joke with you upon it, and even to tear your 
e Now, I muſt tell you, that at your age it is as ridi- 
culous not to be very well dreſſed, as at my age it would be, if 
I were to wear a white feather and red-heeled ſhoes. Dreſs is 
one of the various ingredients that contribute to the art of pleaſing; 
it pleaſes the eyes at leaſt, and more eſpecially of women. Addreſs 
yourſelf to the ſenſes, if you would pleaſe ; dazzle the eyes, ſooth 
and flatter the ears of mankind ; engage their heart, and let their 
reaſon do its worſt againſt you. Suaviter in modo is the great 
ſecret. Whenever you find yourſelf engaged inſenſibly in favour 
of any body, of no ſuperior merit nor diſtinguiſhed talents, 
examine, and ſee what it is that has made thoſe impreſſions 
upon you; and you will find that it is that Aauceur, that gen- 
tleneſs of manners, that air and addreſs, which I have ſo often 
recommended to you; and from thence draw this obvious 
concluſion, that what pleaſes you in them, will pleaſe others in 
you; for we are all made of the ſame clay, though ſome of the 
lumps are a little finer, and ſome a little ooarſer; but, in general, 
the e way to judge of others is to examine and analyſe 
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| one $ elf — When we meet I will aſſiſt you in that 


analyſis, in which every man wants ſome. aſſiſtance *gainſt his 
own ſelf-love, Adieu. 
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MY DEAR FRIEND, 
P RAY give the encloſed to our friend the Abbe; it is to 


congratulate him upon his canomicat, which I am really very 
glad of, and I hope it will fatten him up to Boileau's Chanoine ; at 
preſent he is as meagre as an Apoſtle or a Prophet. By the way, 
has he ever introduced you to la Ducheſſe d'Aiguillon ? If he has 
not, make him preſent you; and if he has, frequent her, and 
make her many compliments from me. She has uncommon 
enſe and knowledge for a woman, and her houſe is the reſort of 
one ſet of les beaux eſprits. It is a ſatisfaction and a ſort of 
credit to be acquainted with thoſe gentlemen; and it puts a 
young fellow in faſhion. 4 propos des beaux eſprits, have you 
les entrees at Lady Sandwich's ; who, old as ſhe was, when I ſaw. 
her laſt, had the ſtrongeſt parts of any woman I ever knew in my. 
life? If you are not acquainted with her, either the Dutcheſs 
d'Aiguillon or Lady Hervey can, and I dare lay will, introduce 
you. I can aſſure vou, it is very well worth your while, both 
upon her own account, and for the ſake of the people of wit and 
learning who frequent her. In ſuch companies there is always 
fomethipg to be learned, as well as manners: the converſation 
turns, upon ſomething above. trifles: ſome point of literature, cri- 
ticiſm,: hiſtory, Me. is diſcuſſed with ingeninty and good 1 manners ; 
Vol. II. A a 3 for 
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for I muſt do the French people of learning juſtice ; they as are not 
bears, as moſt of ours are; they are gentlemen. 

Our Abbé writes me word that you were gone to Compiegne; 8 
I am very glad of it; other courts muſt form you for your own. 
He tells me too, char you have left off riding at the manege; I 
have no objection to that, it takes up a great deal of the morning; 
and if you have got a genteel and firm ſeat on horſeback, it is 
enough for you, now that tilts and tournaments are laid aſide. I 
ſuppoſe you have hunted at Compiegne. The King's hunting 
there, I am told, is a fine Gght. The French manner of hunting 
is gentleman- like; ours is only for bumpkins and boobies. The 
poor beaſts here, are purſued and run down by much greater 
beafts than themſelves; and the true Britiſh fox- hunter is moſt 
undoubtedly a ſpecies appropriated and peculiar to this country, 
which no other part of the globe produces. 

I hope you apply the time you have ſaved from the ash 
houſe to uſeful, more than to learned purpoſes; for I can aſſure 
you, they are very different things. I would have you allow but 
one hour a day for Greek; and that more to keep what you have, 
than to encreaſe it: by Greek, I mean uſeful Greek books, ſuch as 
Demoſthenes, Thucydides, & c. and not the poets, with whom 
you are already enough acquainted. Your Latin will take care 
of itſelf. Whatever more time you have for reading, pray. beftow 
it upen thoſe books which are immediately relative to your deſti- 
nation; ſuch as modern Inftory, in the modern languages; me- 
moirs, al letters, negotiations, &c. Collect alſo if you can, 
authentically, the preſent ſtate of all the courts and countries in 
Europe, the characters of the Kings and Princes, their wives, their 
miniſters, and their w—s; their ſeveral views, connections, and 
intereſts; the Nate of their n their military . their 
8 trade, 
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tale, manufactures, and commerce. That is the uſeful the 
neceſſary knowledge for you, and indecd for every gentleman, 
But with all this, remember that living books are much better 
than dead ones; and throw away no time (for it is thrown: away) 
with the latter, which you can employ well with the former; ſor 
books muſt now be only your amuſement, but by no means your 
buſineſs, I had much rather that you were paſſionately in love 
with ſome determined coquette of condition, (who would lead you 
a dance, faſhion, ſupple, and poliſh you) than that you knew all 
Plato and Ariſtotle by heart: an hour at Verſailles, Compiegne, or 
St, Cloud, is now worth more to you, than three hours in ns 
cloſet, with the beſt books that ever were written. „ 2 

I hear the diſpute between the Court and the Clergy is wade up 
amicably ; both parties have yielded ſomething z the King being 
afraid of loſing more of his foul, and the Clergy more of their 
reyenue. Thoſe gentlemen are very ſkilful in making the moſt 
of the vices, and the weakneſſes of the laity. I hope you have read 
and informed yourſelf fully of every thing relative to that affair ; 
it is a very important queſtion, in which the prieſthood of every 
country in Europe 1s highly concerned. If you would be tho- 
roughly convinced that their tythes are of divine inſtitution, and 
their property the property of God himſelf, not to be touched by 
any power on earth, read Fra-Paolo de bengficiis, an excellent 
and ſhort book; for which, and ſome other treatifes againſt the 
court of Rome, he was ſtilletto d; which made him fay after- 
wards, upon ſeeing an anonymous book written againſt hie , yy 
order of the Pope, Congſco bene lo tile Romano. ; : 

The Parliament of Paris, and the States of Languedoc, will, 1 
believe, hardly ſcramble off; having only reaſon and juſtice, but 
no terrors on their fide, Thoſe are political and conſtitutional 
queſtions, that well deſerve your attention. and inquiries; 1 hope 
A a 2 you 
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you ate thoroughly maſter. of them, It is alſo worth your white 
to collect and keep all the pieces written upon thoſe ſubje&ts, 
hope you have been thanked by your ladies, at leaſt, if not 
paid in money, for the mohairs, which I ſent by a courier to Paris. 
ſome time ago, inſtead of ſending them to Madame Morel at 
Calais, as I told you I ſhould. Do they like them; and do 
they like you the better for getting them? La petite Blot devroit 
an moins pater de ſa perſonne. As for Madame de Polignac, I 
believe you will very willingly hold her excuſed from perſonal. 
payment. | | 
Before you return to England, pray go again 'to Orli, for two 
or three days, and alſo to St. Cloud, in order to ſecure a good 
reception there at your return, Aſſæ the Marquis de Matignon 
too, if he has any orders for you in England, or any letters or 


packets for Lord Bolingbroke. © Adieu! Go on and proſper. 


e 
| nov ee ent - - © Greenwich, July the 8th, O. S. 1753. 

MY. DEAR FRIEND. | * 
H E laſt mail brought me your letter of the 3d July, N. 8. 

1 I am glad that you are fo well with Colonel Yorke, as to 
be let into ſeeret eorreſpondences. Lord Albemarle's reſerve to 
you is, I believe, more owing to his ſecretary than to himfelf; for 
you ſeem to be much in favour with him; and poſſibly too, be 
has no very ſecret letters to communicate. However, take 
care not to diſcover the leaſt diſſatisfaction upon this ſcore : make 
the proper acknowledgments to Colonel Yorke, for what he does 
Thow you; but let neither Lord Albemarle nor his people per- 


CELVE 
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ecive the leaſt Saldricl on your part, upon account of what they 
do not ſhow you. It is very often neceſſary, not to manifeſt all 
one feels. Make your court to, and connect yourſelf as much as 
poſſible with, Colonel Yorke, he may be of great uſe to you here 
aſter; and when you take leave, not only offer to bring over 
any letters or packets, by way of ſecurity; but even aſk,” as 
a favour, to be the carrier of a letter from him to his father, the 
Chancellor. A propos of your coming here; I confeſs that I am 
weakly impatient for it, and think a few days worth getting; I 
would therefore, inſtead of the 2 p th of next month, N. S. which was 
the day, that, ſome time ago, I appointed for your leaving Paris, 
have you ſet out on Friday the 2oth Auguſt, N. 8.; in 
ceconſequence of which, you will be at Calais ſome time on the Sun- 
day following, and probably at Dover within four. and- twenty 
hours afterwards. If you land in the morning, you may in a poſt-- 
chaiſe get to Sittingborne that day; if you come on ſhore in the 
evening, you can only get to Canterbury, where you will be bet- 
ter lodged: than at Dover. I will not have you travel in the night; 
nor fatigue and overheat yourſelf, by running on fourſcore miles 
the moment you land. You will come ſtraight to Blackheath; 
where I ſhall be ready to meet you, and which is directly upon 
the Dover road to London; ; and we will go to town together, 
after you have reſted yourſelf a day or two here. All the other 
directions, which I gave you in my former letter, hold ſtill the 
fame. . But, notwithſtanding this regulation, ſhould you have any 


particular reaſons for. leaving Paris two or three days ſooner, or 


later, than the _ above-mentioned vous  &res: le maitre. Make 

all your anrangemons at Paris for about a fr en WS in Bug- 

land at fartheſt. 

I had a letter the other a from Lord: ntl, of which 

one half Art, leaſt was. your panegyric: : it was extremely welcome 
Ss 
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to me from fo good an hand, Cultivate that friendſhip; it will do 
you honour, and give you ſtrength. ur Ny in our mixed 
parliamentary government, are of great uſe 

I ſend you here encloſed the particular price of eich of the 
mohairs; but I do not ſuppoſe that you will receive a ſhilling 
for any one of them. However, if any of your ladies ſhould 
take an odd fancy to pay, the ſhorteſt way, in the courſe of buſi- 
neſs, is for you to keep the money, and to take ſo much leſs 
from Sir John Lambert, in your next draught upon him. 

I am very forry to hear that Lady Hetvey is ill. Paris does not 
ſeem to agree with her; ſhe uſed to have great health here, A 
prepos of her; remember, when you are with me, not to men- 

tion her, but when you and I are quite alone, for reafons which 
| = will tell you when we meet: but this is only between you and 
; and I deſire that you will not io much as ** it to ard or 

: 4 body eiſe. 

If old Kurzay goes to the Valley of Jehoſaphar, 10 cannot help 
it; it will be an eaſe to our friend Madame Monconſeil, who I 
believe maintains her, and a little will not ſatisfy her in any 
wa | 
| Remdthblt to Bing your mother ſome little preſents; they 
need not be of value, but only marks of your affection and duty 
for one who has always been tenderly fond of you. You may 
bring lady Cheſterfield a little Martin ſouff-box, of about five 
louis: and you need bring over no other preſents; you and me 
not wanting les petits preſens pour entretenir Pamitie. | 

Since I wrote what goes before, I have talked you over mi- 
nutely with Lord Albemarle ; who told me, that he could very 
ſincerely commend you upon every article but one; but upon 


that one you were often joked, both by him and others. I de- 
* to know what that was; he * and told me, it 


Was 
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was the ds of dreſs, in Which you were vival negligent. 
1 he laughed, I ean aſſure you, that it is no laughing mat- 
ter for, you; and you will poſſihly be furprized, when ] affect, 
but, upon my word, it is literally true) that to be very well dreſt 
is of much more importance to you, than all the Greek you know 
will be of, theſe thirty years.  Rememher, that the world is naw 
your only buſineſs ; and that you muſt adopt its euſſoms and 
manners, be they ſilly or be they not. To neglect your dreſs, 
is an affront to all the women you keep company with; as it im- 
plies, that you do not think them worth that attention which 
every body elſe doth; they mind dreſs, and you will never pleaſe 
them if you neglect yours; and if you do not pleaſe the wo- 
men, you will not pleaſe half the men you otherwiſe might. 
It is the women who put a young fellow in faſhion, even with 
the men, A young fellow ought to have a certain fund of 
coquetry 3 ; which ſhould make him try all the means of pleaſ- 
ing, as much as any coquette in Europe can do. Old as 1 am, 
and little thinking of women, God knows, I am very far from 
being negligent of my dreſs; and why? From conformity to 
cuſtom; and out of decency to men, who expect that degree of 
complaiſance. I do not, indeed, wear feathers and red heels; 
which would ill ſuit my age; but I take care to have my clothes 
well made, my wig well combed, and powdered, my linen and 
perſon extremely clean. I even allow my footmea forty. ſhil- 
lings a year extraordinary, that they may be ſpruce and. neat. 
Your figure eſpecially, which from its ſtature cannot be very 
majeſtic and intereſting, ſhould be the more attended to in point 
of dreſs: as it cannot be impeſante, it ſhould be gentille, aimable,. 
bien miſe. It will not admit of negligence and careleſſneſs. | 
I believe Mr. Hayes thinks that you have lighted him a me 
4 1 
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of late, ſince you have got into ſo much other company. 1 do 
not, by any means, blame you for not frequenting his houſe ſo 
much as you did at firſt, before you had got into ſo many other 
houſes, more entertaining and more inſtructing than his: on the 
contrary, you do very. well; but, however, as he was extremely 
civil to you, take care to be ſo to him; and make up in manner, 

what you omit in matter. See him, dine with him before you | 
come away, and aſk his commands for England. 

Vour triangular ſeal is done, and I have given it to an Engliſh 
gentleman, who ſets out in a week for Paris, and who will de- 
liver it to Sir John Lambert for you. 

I cannot conclude this letter, without returning again to the 
ſhowiſh, the ornamental, the ſhining. parts of your character; 
which, if you negle&, upon my word, you will render the ſolid 
ones abſolutely uſeleſs: nay, ſuch is the preſent turn of the world, 
that ſome valuable qualities are even ridiculous, if not accompa- 
nied by the genteeler accompliſhments, Plainneſs, ſimplicity, and 
Quakeriſm, either in dreſs or manners, will by no means do; 
they - muſt both be laced and embroidered : ſpeaking, or writing 
ſenſe, without elegancy and turn, will be very little perſuaſive ; 
and the beſt figure in the world, without air and addreſs, will be 
very ineffectual. Some pedants may have told you, that ſound 
ſenſe, and learning, ſtand in need of no ornaments; and, to ſup- 
port that aſſertion, elegantly quote the vulgar proven; that good 
wine needs no buſh ; but, ſurely, the little experience you have al- 
ready had of the world, muſt have convinced you, that the con- 

trary of that aſſertion is true. All thoſe accompliſhments are now 
in your power; think of them, and of them only. I hope you 
frequent La Foire St. Laurent, which 1 ſee is now open: you 
N improve more, by going there with your miſtreſs, than by 
| ſtaying 
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ſtaying at home, and reading Euclid with your gromeny _ | 
e N n vous, il u 5 a rien do I. r 
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Greenwich, July 15th, O. 8. 1751. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


8 this is the laſt, or the laſt 1 "A one, Rn I think I: 

ſhall write before I have the pleaſure of ſeeing you here, 

it may not be amiſs to prepare you a little for our interview, and 
for the time we ſhall paſs together. Before Kings and Princes 
meet, Miniſters on each fide adjuſt the important points of pre- 
cedence, arm chairs, right hand and left, Ic. ſo that they know 
previouſly what they are to expect, what they have to truſt to: 
and it is right that they ſhould ; for they commonly envy or 
hate, but moſt certainly diſtruſt each other. We ſhall meet 
upon very different terms; we want no ſuch preliminaries : you 
know my tenderneſs, I know your affection. My only object, 
therefore, is to make your ſhort ſtay with me as uſeful as I can to 
you; and yours, I hope, is to co-operate with me. Whether, by 
making it wholeſome, I ſhall make it pleaſant to you, I am not 
ſure. Emetics and cathartics I ſhall not adminiſter, becauſe I 
am ſure you do not want them; but for alteratives you muſt ex- 
pect a great many; and I can tell you, that I have a number of 
noſlrums, which I ſhall communicate to no body but yourſelf. To 
ſpeak without a metaphor, I» ſhall endeavour to aſſiſt your youth 
with all the experience that I have purchaſed, at tie ꝓrice of ſeven- 
R =D: and- 
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and-fifty years. In order to this, frequent! reproofs, corrections, 
and admonitions will be neceſſary; but then, I promiſe you, that 
they ſhall be in a gentle, friendly, and ſecret manner; they ſhall 
not put you out of countenance in company, nor out of humour 
"when we are alone. I do not expect, that, at nineteen, you ſhould 
have that knowledge of the world, thoſe manners, that dexterity, 
which few people have at nine-and-twenty. But I will endeavour 
to give them you; and I am ſure you will endeavour to learn 
them, as far as your youth, my experience, and the time we ſhall 
paſs together will allow. You may have many inaccuracies, 
{and to be ſure you have, for wlio has not at your age) which 
few people will tell you of, and fome no body can tell you 
of but myſelf. You may poſſibly have others too, which eyes 
les intereſted, and leſs vigilant than mine, do not diſcover : 
all thoſe you ſhall hear of, from one, whoſe tenderneſs for you 
will excite his curioſity, and ſharpen his penetration. The 
ſmalleſt inattention, or error in manners, the minuteſt ine- 
legancy of diction, the leaſt awkwardneſs in your dteſs and 
carriage, will not eſcape my obſervation, nor paſs without ami- 
cable correction. Two, the moſt intimate friends in the world, can 
freely tell each other their faults, and even their crimes ; but can- 
not poſſibly, tell each other of certain little weakneſſes, awkward- 
neſſes, and blindneſſes of ſelf- love; to authorize that unreſerved 
freedom, the relation between us is abſolutely neceſſary. Fot 
example, I had a very worthy friend, with whom I was intimate 
enough to tell him his faults; he had but few; I told him of 
them, he took it kindly of me, and corrected them. But then, 
he had fome weakneſſes that I could never tell him of directly, 
and which he was ſo little ſenſible of himſelf, that hints of them 
were loft upon him. He had a ſcrag neck, of about a yard long; 
85 notwithſtanding 
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a which, bags being in faſhion, truly he would 
wear one to his wig, and did fo; but never behind him, for, 
upon every motion of his head, his bag came forwards over one 
ſhoulder or the other. He took it into his head too, that 
he muſt, occaſionally, dance minuets, becauſe other people did; 
and he did ſo, not only extremely ill, but fo awkward, fo diſ- 
jointed, ſo ſlim, ſo meagre, was his figure, that, had he danced 
as well as ever Marcel did, it would have been ridiculous in him 
to have danced at all. I hinted theſe things to him as plainly as 
friendſhip would allow, and to no purpoſe ; but to have told him 
the whole, ſo as to cure him, I muſt have been his father, 
which, thank God, 1 am not. As fathers commonly go, it is 
ſeldom a misfortune to be fatherleſs; and, conſidering the general 
run of ſons, as ſeldom a misfortune to be childleſs. You and me 
form, I believe, an exception to that rule; for, I am perſuaded, 
that we would neither of us change our relation, were it in oyr 
power. Lou will, I both hope and believe, be not only the 
comfort, but the pride of my age; and, I am ſure, I will be the 
ſupport, the friend, the guide of your youth. Truſt me without 
reſerve; I will adviſe you without private intereſt, or ſecret envy, 
Mr. Harte will do ſo too; but ſtill there may be ſome little 
things proper for you to know, and neceſſary for you to correct, 
which even his friendſhip would not let him tell you of ſo freely 
as I ſhould; and ſome, of which he may, poſſibly, not be ſo 

good a judge of as I am, not having lived ſo much in the great 
woke: | 

One principal topic of our converſation will be, not only the Pur 
rity, but the elegancy of the Engliſh language; in both which you 
are very deficient. Another will be the conſtitution of this country, 

n. I believe, you knew leſs of, than of moſt other countries in 

i B b 2 | Europe. 
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Europe. Manners, attentions, and addrefs, will alſo be the fre- 
quent ſubjects of our lectures; and whatever I know, of that im- 

portant and neeeſſary art, the art of pleaſing, I will unreſervedly 

communicate to you. Dreſs too (which, as things are, I can logi- 
cally prove, requires ſome attention) will not always eſcape our 
notice. Thus, my lectures will be more various, and in ſome 
reſpets more uſeful, than Profeſſor Maſcow's; and therefore, I 
can tell you, that J expect to be paid for them: but, as poſſibly 
you would not care to part with your ready money, and as I do 
not think that it would be quite handſome in me to accept it, 
I will compound for the payment, and take it in attention and 
practice. | x TEN 
Pray remember to part with all your friends, acquaintances, and 
miſtreſſes, if you have any at Paris, in ſuch a manner, as may make 
them not only willing, but impatient to ſee you there again. 
Aſſure them of your deſire of returning to them; and do it in a 
manner, that they may think you in earneſt, that is avec onction 
et une efpece d attendriſſement. All people ſay pretty near the 
ſame things, upon thoſe occafions, it is the manner only that makes 
the difference; and that difference is great, Avoid however, as 
much as you can, charging yourſelf with commiſſions, in 
your return from hence to Paris ; I know, by experience, that they 
are exccedingly troubleſome, commonly expenſive, and very 
feldom ſatisſactory at laſt, to the perſons who give them: ſome 
you cannot refuſe, to people to- whom you are obliged, and would 
oblige in your turn; but as to common fiddle-faddle com- 
miſſions, you may excuſe yourfelf from: them with truth, by ſay- 
ing, that you are to return to Paris through Flanders, and Tee all 
_ thoſe great towns; which I intend you ſhall do, and ſtay a 
week or ten days at Bruſſels. Adieu | A good journey to you, it 
! this 


10 ns. 9 O0 N. Was. 289 


this is my laſt ;; if not, I can N n what 1 n with 
conſtantly. 


EET TER Sy. 
London, December the 19th, O. 8. 1751. 
MV DEAR FRIEND, | 
O are now entered upon a ſcene of buſineſs, where I hope 
you will one day make a figure. Uſe does a great deal, 
but care and attention muſt be joined to it; The firſt thing. 
neceſſary, in writing letters of buſineſs, is extreme clearneſs and 
perſpicuity; every paragraph ſhould' be fo clear, and unambigu- 
ous, that the dulleſt fellow in the world may. not be able to miſ- 
take it, nor obliged: to read it twice in order to underſtand' 
it, This neceſſary clearneſs, implies a correctneſs, without 
exeluding an elegancy of ſtyle. Tropes, figures, antitheſes, 
epigrams, &c. would be as miſplaced, and as impertinent, in. 
letters of buſineſs, as they are ſometimes (if judiciouſſy uſed): pro- 
per and pleaſing in familiar letters, upon common and trite ſub- 
jects. In buſineſs, an elegant ſimplicity, the reſult of care, not of 
labour, is required. Buſineſs muſt be well, not affectedly dreſſed; 
but by no means negligently. Let your firſt attention be to clear- | 
nels, and read every. paragraph after you have written it, in the 
critical view of diſcovering whether it is poſſible that any one 
man can miſtake: the true ſenſe of it; and correct it ac- 
eordingly. | 3 
Dur pronouns and relatives often create obſcurity or ambi- 
guity ; be therefore exceedingly attentive to them, and take care: 
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to mark out with preciſion, their particular relations. Por ex. 
ample : Mr. Johnſon acquainted me, that he had ſeen Mr. 'Smith, 
755 had promiſed him to ſpeak to Mr. Clarke, to return ken 


Mr. Johnſon) thoſe papers, which he (Mr. Smith) had left ſome 
Lo ago with him (Mr. Clarke: ) it is better to repeat a name, 


though unneceſſarily, ten times, than to have the perſon miſtaken 
once. M bo, you know, is ſingly relative to perfons, and cannot be 
applied to things; which, and that, are chiefly relative to things, but 
not abſolutely excluſive of perſons ; for one may ſay, the man 
that robbed, or killed ſuch-a-one ; but it is much better to ſay, 
the man who robbed or killed. One never ſays, the man or the 
woman which. V hich and that, though chiefly relative to things, 
cannot be always uſed indifferently as to things; and the æννν 
muſt Tometimes determine their place. For inſtance, the letter 
which I receive ſrom you, which you referred to in your laſt, which 
came by Lord Albemarle's meſſenger, and which I ſhowed to ſuch- 
a-one; I would change it thus — The letter ht I received from 
you, which you referred to in your laſt, hat came by Lord Albe- 
marle's meſſenger, and which I ſhowed to ſuch-a-one. 

Buſineſs does not exclude, (as poſſibly you. wiſh it did) the 
uſual terms of politeneſs and good breeding ; but, on the contrary, 
ſtrictly requires them: ſuch as, I have the honour to acquaint your 
Lordſhip ; Permit me to aſſure you; If I may be allowed to give my 
opinion, &c. For the Miniſter abroad, who writes to the. Mini- 


ſter at home, writes to his ſuperior ; poſlibly to his patron, or at 
leaſt to one whom he deſires ſhould be fo. 


Letters of buſineſs will not only admit of, but be the better 
for certain graces : but then, they muſt be ſcattered with a ſpar- 
ing and a ſkilful hand; they muſt fit their place exactly. They 
muſt decently adorn. withput incumbering, and modeſtly ſhine 


without 
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letters of buſineſs, I would not adviſe you to attempt thoſe em- 
belliſhments, till you have firſt laid your foundation well, 
Cardinal d' Oſſat's letters, are the true letters of buſineſs; 
thoſe of Monſieur d' Avaux are excellent; Sir William Temple's 
are very pleaſing, but, I fear, too affected. Carefully avoid all 


Greek or Latin quotations; and bring no precedents from the 


virtuous Spartans, the polite Athenians, - and the brave Romans.. 
Leave all that to futile pedants. No flouriſhes, no declamation. 
But (I repeat it again) there is an. elegant ſimplicity and dignity 
of ſtyle abſolutely neceſſary for good letters of buſineſs ; attend to- 
that carefully. Let your periods be harmonious, without ſeeming 
to be laboured ; and let them not be too long, for that always 
occaſions a didn of obſcurity. I ſhould not mention correct 
orthography, but that you very often fail in that particular, which 
will bring ridicule upon you; for no man is allowed to ſpell ill. 
I wiſh too that your hand-writing were much better; and I. can- 
not conceive why it is not, ſince every man may certainly write 
whatever hand he pleaſes. - Neatneſs in folding up, ſealing, and 
directing your packets, is by no means to be neglected :: though, 
I dare ſay, you think it is. But there is ſomething in the exterior, 
even of a packet, that may pleaſe or diſpleaſe; and conſequently 
worth ſome attention. 

You ſay that your time is very well employed; and ſo it is, 
though as yet only in the outlines, and firſt routins of buſineſs. 
They are previouſly neceſſary to be known; they fmooth the 
way for parts and dexterity. Buſineſs requires no conjuration nor 


think. Method, diligence, and diſcretion, will carry a man, of 
good ſtrong common ſenſe, much higher than the fineſt parts, 
without them, can do. Par negotiis, neque ſupra, is the true 


ſupernatural talents, as people, unaequainted with it, are apt to 
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character of a man of buſineſs : : but then it implies ready atten: 
tion, and no a#/ences 3 and a flexibility and verſatility of atten- 
tion from one object to another, without being — by 
any one. 

Be upon your guard apainſt the pedantry and affectation of 
buſineſs, which young people are apt to fall into, from the pride 
of being concerned in it young. They look thoughtful, com- 
plain of the weight of buſineſs, throw out myſterious hints, and 
ſeem big with ſecrets which they do not know. Do you, on the 
contrary, never talk of buſineſs, but to thoſe with whom you 
are to tranſact it; and learn to ſeem vacuus, and idle, when 
you have the moſt buſineſs. Of all things, the volto ſciolto, and 
the penſieri ftiretth, are cd Adieu. 


\ 
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London, December the oth, O. S. 1751. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | - | 
H E Parliaments are the courts of juſtice of France, and 
are what our courts of juſtice in Weſtminſter-Hall are 
here. They uſed anciently to follow the court, and adminiſter 
Juſtice in preſence of the King. Philip le Bel firſt fixed it at 
Paris, by an edi& of 1302. It conſiſted then of but one chambre, 
which was called La Chambre des Prelats, moſt of the members 
being eccleſiaſtics; but the multiplicity of buſineſs made it by 
degrees neceſſary to create ſeveral other chambres : it conſiſts now 
of ſeven chambres, 


La Grand-Chambre, which is the higheſt c. court of juſtice, and 
to which appeals lie from the others, 


Les 


In cing Chambre my 8 wehe are ike our Common 
Pleas, and Court of Exchequer. | 2 877 f 

La Tournelle, which is the court fp criminal ve, . 
anſwers to our Old Bailey and King s Bench. us 


There are in all twelve Parliaments i in France, M 
1. Paris. „ is ines - N | < 
2, Toulouſe. | | 
3. Grenoble. : 
4. Bourdeaux. 

5. Dyon. 

6. Rouen. 12 | 14 1 
7. Aix en Provence. Fo 1 | 8 2 75 5 

8. Rennes en Bretagne. 6 . e . 
9. Pau en Navarre. 1 
10. Metz. bie 2 got 
11, Dole en Franche Comte. VVA 
12. Dovuay. ... -. 1 WP 

There are "NO Conſeil: ſeuverains, which may almoſt be called 
rain 3 they are thoſe of 5 | 

Perpignan. 1. | 

Arras. 


Alſace. 1 | 
For further en of 900 French Parliaments, read Betmard 


45 la . Rochefavin des Parlemens de France, and other authors, , 
who have treated that ſubject conſtitutionally. But what will be 
ſtill better, converſe upon it with people of ſenſe and knowledge, 
who will inform you of the particular objects of the ſeveral 
chambres, and the buſineſſes of the reſpective members, as, les 
Prefidens, ler Prifidens a Mortier (theſe laſt ſo called from their 
black velvet caps laced with gold) les Maitres des Requetes, les 


 Greffiers, le Procureur General, les Avocats Generaus, les C onſeillers, 
2 - G . Se. 
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LORD FINER UETTERS: 


iy he great point int in diſpute is, concerning the powers of the 
pune of Paris, in matters of ſtat᷑, atid relatively to the Crown. 
ey pretend tö the powers 'of the States General of France, 
+ they uſed to be aſſembled (which, I think; they Have not 
been ſince the reign of Lewis the XII ich, in the year 1615.) 


The Crown denies. thoſe pretenſions, and conſiders them only. as 


courts of juſtice, Mezeray ſeems to be on the fide of the Parlia- 
ment in this queſtion, which is very well worth your inquiry. 
But, be that as it will, the Parliament of Paris is certainly a very 
reſpectable body, and much regarded by the whole kingdom. 
The edicts of the Crown, eſpecially thoſe for levying money on 
the ſubjects, ought to be regiſtered in Parliament; 1 do not ſay 
to have their effect, for the Crown would take good care of 
that; but to have a decent appearance, and to procure a willing 
acquieſcence in the nation. And the Crown itſelf, abſolute. as it 
is, does not love that ſtrong oppoſition,” and thoſe admirable 
remonſtrances, which it ſometimes meets with from the Parlia- 
ments. Many of thoſe detached pieces are very well worth your 


collecting; and I remember, a year or two ago, a remonſtrancę 


of the Parliament of Douay, upon the ſubject, as I think, of the 
vingtieme, which was, in my mind, one of the fineſt and moſt 
moving compoſitions I ever read. They owned themſelves, 
indeed, to be ſlaves, and ſhowed their chains; but humbly begged 
of his Majeſty to make them a little lighter wid. leſs galling.. 
The States of France were general aſſemblies of the three 
ſtates or orders of the kingdom; the clergy, the nobility, and 
the tiers eat, that is, the people. They uſed to be called toge- 
ther by the King, upon the moſt important affairs. of ſtate, like 
our Lords and Commons in parliament, and our Clergy in con- 
vocation. Our parliament is our States, and the French parlia- 


ments are only cheir courts of Ju 'T he * conſiſted of 


all 


* 
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all thoſe of noble extraction, whether belonging ts the ſword,” or 
to the robe; excepting ſuch; who were choſen (which ſometimes 
happened) by the tiers etar, as their deputies to the States General. 
The tiers eat was exactly our Houſe of Commons, that is, the 


people, repreſented by deputies of their own chuſing. Thoſe 
who had the moſt conſiderable places, dans la robe, aſſiſted at 


thoſe aſſemblies, as commiſſioners on the part of the crown. The 
States met, for * firſt time, that I can find, (1 mean by the 
name of les 2tars,).in the reign of Pharamond, 424, when they 
confirmed the Salic law. From that time they have been very 
frequently | aſſembled, ſometimes upon important occaſions, as 
making war and peace, reforming abuſes, &c. ; at other times, 


upon feemingly trifling ones, as coronations, marriages, &c. 


Francis the firſt aſſembled them, in 1526, to declare null and 


void his famous treaty of Madrid, ſigned and ſworn to by him, 


during his captivity there. They grew, troubleſome to the Kings 
and to their Miniſters, and were but ſeldom called, after the power of 
the crown grew ſtrong ; and they have never been heared of fince 
the year 1615. Richelieu came and ſhackled the nation, and 
Mazarin and Lewis the XIVth riveted the ſhackles, | 

There ſtill ſubſiſt in ſome / provinces in F rance, which are 
called pars d'etars, an humble local imitation, or rather mimicry, 
of the great eats, as in Languedoc, Bretagne, &c. They meet, 
they ſpeak, they- _ and finally ſubmit to whatever the 
King orders. 


Independently if the intrinſic utility of this kind of know- 


ledge to every. man of buſineſs, it is.a-ſhame for any man to be 


ignorant of it, eſpecially RO 4 to any * he bas been 
bogs in. A 
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' London bee the ad, O. 8. 17 52. 
Mr DEAR FRIEND, © | ! 
AZ VN ESS of mind, or inattention, are as great enemies to 
know ledge, as incapacity ; for, in truth, what difference is 
thine between a man who will not, and a man who cannot be 
informed? This difference only, that the former is juſtly to be 
blamed, the latter to be pitied. And yet how many are there, 
very capable of receiving knowledge, who from lazyneſs, inatten- 
tion, and incuriouſneſs, will not ſo much as aſk for it, e leſs 
take the leaſt pains to acquire it. | 
Our young Engliſh travellers generally diſtinguiſh chotakdres 
by a voluntary privation of all that uſeful knowledge for which 
they are ſent abroad; and yet at that age, the moſt uſeful know- 
ledge is the moſt eaſy to be acquired; converſation being the 
book, and the beſt book, in which it is contained. The drudgery 
of dry grammatical learning is over, and the fruits of it are 
mixed with, and adorned by, the flowers of conyerfation. How 
many of our young men have been a year at Rome, and as long at 
Paris, without knowing the meaning and inſtitution of the Con- 
clave in the former, and of the Parliament in the latter? and this 
merely for want of aſking the firſt people they met with in thoſe 
ſeveral places, who could at leaſt have * them ſome 1 8 
notfons of thoſe matters. | 
You will, I hope, be wiſer, a omit no opportunity (for 
opportunities preſent themſelves every hour in the day) of acquaint- 
ing yourſelf with all thoſe political and conſtitutional particulars of 
the kingdom and government of France. For inſtance; when 
you hear le mention /z Chancehier, or le Garde des Sgeaux, is 


5 Bs 


„ 1 o AHS Fo © w7 
ir any great li for you to aſk, or for others to tell jou, what 
is the nature, the powers, the objects, and the profits, of thoſe two 
employ ments, either when joined ' together, as they often are, or 
when ſeparate, as they are at preſent? When you hear of a Gon- 
verneur, a Lieutenant de Roy, a Commandant, and an Intendant 
of the fame province, is it not natural, is it not becoming, is it not 
neceſſary, for a ſtranger to inquire into their reſpective rights and 
privileges? And yet ] dare fay there are very few En gliſhmen who 
know the difference between the civil department of the Intendant, 
and the military powers of the others. When you hear (as Lam per- 
ſuaded you muſt)every day of the Vi ingtiome, which is onein twenty, 
and conſequently five per cent, inquire upon what that tax is laid, 
whether upon lands, money, merchandize, or upon all three; how 
leried; and what it is ſuppoſed to produce. When you find in 
books (as you will ſometimes) alluſion to particular laws and 
_ euſtons, do not reſt till you have traced them up to their ſource. 
"To give you two examples; you will meet in ſome French come- 
dies, Crs, or, Clameur de Haro; aſk what it means, and you will be 
told that it is a term of the law in N ormandy, and means citing, 
arreſting, or obliging, any perſon to appear in the courts of juſtice, 
cither upon a civil or a criminal account; and that it is derived 
from 2 Raoul, which Raoul was anciently Duke of Normandy, and 
a Prince eminent for his juſtice ; ; inſomuch, that when any in- 
juſtice was committed, the cry immediately was, venez d Raoul, d 
Raoul; which words are now corrupted and jumbled into hare. 
Another, Le vol du Chapon, that is, a certain diſtrict of ground 
immediately contiguous to the manſion ſeat of a family, and 
anſwers to what we call in Engliſh demeſnes. It is in France 
computed at about 1600 ſeet round the houſe; that being ſup- 


poſed to be the extent of the capon's flight from /a baſſe cour. 
8 8 — e 


1 


_ LORD CHBSTERBIBLD's LETTERS 


bn! his little diſtrict muſt go along with ihe manſion feat, however | 
the reſt of the eſtate may be divided. 


I do not mean that you ſhould. be a RET FEY 10 1 E TH | 


not have you be unaequainted with the general principles of their 
law, in matters that occur every day. Such is the nature of their 


deſcents ; that is, the inheritance of lands: Do they all go to the 


eldeſt fo, or are they equally divided among the children of 
the deceaſed? In England, all lands unſettled deſcend to the eldeft 


ſon, as heir at law, unleſs otherwiſe diſpoſed of by the father's 


will: except in the county of Kent; where a particular cuſtom 
prevails, called Gavel-Kind; by which, if the father dies in- 
teſtate, all his children divide his lands equally. among them. In 
Germany, as you know, all lands that are not fiefs are equally di- 
vided 1 all the nme. which ruins: thoſe families ; . but all 


*% & » + © 


which cad thoſe: ws. In F rance, 1 believe, deſcents 
vary in different -provinces. _ 


The nature of marriage contracts Ari inquiry. In Eogland, 


the general practice is, the huſband takes all the wife's fortune; 
and, in conſideration of it, ſettles upon her a proper pin-money, 
as it is called; that f is, an anguity during his life, and a jointure 
after his death. In France, it is not ſo, particularly at Paris; 


where la communaute' des biens is eſtabliſned. Any married wo- 
man at Paris (if you are acquainted with ang can inform Joy. of all 
theſe particulars. | 

Theſe, and other things of ho FF riatuee, wa the uſeful and 
rational objects of the curioſity of a man of ſenſe and buſineſs. 
Could they only be attained by laborious, reſearches in folio books, 
and worm; eaten manuſcripts, I ſhould not wonder at a young 
fellow's being ignorant of them; but as they are the frequent 


74 topics of converſation, and to be known by a very little degree of 


4 curioſity, 
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| halts, agu, and attention; it is is tpirdonable not to know: 
them . - | 
? Thus 1 ke given you "5 kints 905 2 your inquiries; 
Etat de la France, L Almiphach Royal, and twenty other ſuch ſu- 
perficial books, will furniſh you witha thouſand more; Approfonaiſſes.. 

How often, and how juſtly, have I fince regretted negligencies 
of this kind in my youth | And how often have I fince. been at 
great trouble to learn many things, which I could then have 
learneck without-any- Save yourſelf now, then, I beg of you, that 
regret and trouble hereafter. Aſk queſtions, and many queſtions; 
and leave nothing till you. are thoroughly informed of it. Such 
pertinent queſtions are far from being ill-bred, or troubleſome to 
thoſe of whom you aſk: them; on the contrary, they are a tacit 
compliment to their kwowkdge> and people have a better opi-. 
nion of a young man; when * ſee him deſirous to be in 
formed. 

I have, by laſt poſt, received your two' letters of the i and Ich 
January, N. 8. I am very glad that yo have been at all the 
ſhows at Verſailles : frequent the courts, I can conceive the mur- 
murs of the French at the poorneſs of the fite-works, by which 
they thought | their King or their country. degraded; and, in. 
truth, were things always as they ſhould be, when Liagh . 
ſhows they ought to be magnificent. 

1 hank you for the Thz/e de la Sorbore, which you intend to 
ſend me, and which I am impatient to receive. But pray read it 
carefully yourſelf firſt; and inform yourſelf what the Sorbonne I5,, 
by whom founded, and for what purpoſes, - 17 

Since you have time, you have done very well, to take an la- 
lian and a German maſter; but pray take care to leave yourſelf time 
enough for company; ; for it is in company only that you can learn. 


what will be much more uſcful to you than either Italian or Ger- 


mans; 


oo ke * 
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man; I mean 1s politeſſe, les manitres, et tes grace, Vit 

which, as I told you long 80, and 1 told you true, n 7 fatico e 

vana. Adieu. 
Fray make * oom plicncnts to * Brown. 
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LETTER XI VIII. 


C7 I ttt. - London, January the 6th, O. 8. 1752. 

T RECOMMENDED to you, in my laſt, ſome inquiries into the 

| conſtitution of that famous ſociety the Sorbonne; but as I can- 

not wholly truſt to the diligence of thoſe inquiries, I will give 

you here the out-lines of that eſtabliſhment ; which may poſſibly 

excite you to inform yourſelf « of particulars, which you are more 

@ portee to know than I am. | | 
It was founded by Robert de Sorbon, in the year 1256, for 

5 | ſixteen poor ſcholars in divinity ; four of each nation, of the uni- 

verſity, of which it made a part; ſince that it hath been much 

extended and enriched, eſpecially by the liberality and pride of 

Cardinal Richelieu ; who made it a magnificent building, for ſix- 

and-thirty doctors of that ſociety to live in; beſides which, there 

are ſix profeſſors and ſchools for divinity. T his ſociety hath been 

long famous for theological knowledge, and exercitations. There 

unintelligible points are debated with paſſion, though they can 

never be determined by reaſon. Logical ſubtilties ſet common 

ſenſe at defiance ; ; and myſtical refinements disfigure and diſguiſe 

| che native beauty and ſimplicity of true natural religion; wild 

iimaginations form ſyſtems, which weak minds adopt implicitly, 

and which ſenſe and reaſon oppoſe in vain ; ; their voice 1s not 

ee enough to be heared i in {choula of divinity, Political views 


are 
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are by no means W ee in thoſe ſacred . a queſtions 
are agitated and decided, according to the degree of regard, or 
rather ſubmiſſion, which the Sovereign is pleaſed to ſhow the 
Church. Is the King a ſlave to the church, though a tyrant 
to the laity, the. leaſt reſiſtance to his will ſhalk be declared damn- 
able? But if he will not acknowledge the ſuperiority of their ſpi- 
ritual, over his temporal, nor even admit their imperium in impe- 
rio, which is the leaſt they will compound ſor, it becomes meri- 
torious, not only to reſiſt, but to depoſe him. And I ſuppoſe, 
that the bold propoſitions in the Theſis you mention, are a return 
for the valuation of les biens du Clerge.. 

I would adviſe you, by all means, to attend twa or r thret of their 
-ublic diſputations, in order to be informed both of the manner 
and the ſubſtance of thoſe ſcholaſtic exerciſes. Pray remember 
togo to all thoſe kind of things. Do not put it off, as one 
is too apt to do thoſe things which one knows can be done every 
day, or any day ; for one afterwards repents extremely, when too 
late, the not having done them, 

But there is another (ſo called) religious ſociety, of which the 


minuteſt circumſtance deſerves attention, and furniſhes great mat- 


ter for uſeful reflections. You eaſily gueſs that I mean the ſo- 


Lives of the Saints. Conſciouſneſs of guilt, a fiery temper, and a 


ciety of les R. R. P. P. Jeſuites, . eſtabliſhed but in the year 
I 540, by a Bull of Pope Paul HI. Its progreſs, and I may ſay 
its victories, were more rapid than thoſe of the Romans; for with- 


in the ſame century it governed all Europe; and in the next it 


extended it's influence over the whole world. Its founder was an 
abandoned profligate Spaniſh officer, Ignatius Loyola; who in 
the year 1621, being wounded in the leg at the ſiege of Pampe 
lona, went mad from the ſmart of his wound, the reproaches of 
his conſcience, and his confinement, during which he read the 


wild 
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wild ithagination, che emithon Higredients of :entbuſlaſmyinpade 


this madman devdte himſelf to the particular ſor vñce ohe, Nargin 
Mary; whoſe knight errant he declared himſelf, in the very fame 
form, in which the old knight errants in romances uſed to declare 
themſelyes the knights and champions of certain, beautiful and in- 
comparable princeſſes, whom ſometimes they had, but oftener had 
not ſeen. For Duleinea del Toboſo was by no means the firſt 
Princeſs, whom her faithful and valourous knight had neuer ſeen in 
his life. The enthuſiaſt went to the Holy Land, fram:whenee he 
returned to Spain, where he began to learn Latin and Philoſophy 
at three · and- thirty years old, ſo that no doubt but he made a great 
progreſs in both. The better to carry on his mad and wicked 
deſigns, he choſe four Diſciples, or rather Apoſtles, all Spaniards, 
viz. Layne's, Salmeron, Bobadilla, and Rodriguez. He then 
compoſed the rules and conſtitutions of his order; which, in the 
year 1547, was called the Order of Jeſuits, from the church of 
{Jeſus in Rome, which was given them. Ignatius died in 4 556, 
aged ſixty-five, thirty - five years after his converſion, and faxteen 
years after the eſtabliſnment of his ſociety. He was canonized 
the year 1609, and is doubtleſs 'inow:a faint in heaven 
If the religious and moral principles of. this ſociety are to be de- 
teſted, as they juſtly are; the wiſdom of their political principles 
is as juſtly to be admired. Suſpected, collectively as an order, of the 
greateſt crimes, and convicted of many, they have kither eſcaped 
puniſhment, or triumphed after it; as in France, in the reign, of 


Henry IV. They have, directly or indirectly, gorerned che con - 
ſciences and the councils of all the Catholic Princes in Europe: 
they almoſt governed China, in the reigu of Cang· ghi; and they 
| i are now actually in poſſeſſion of the Paraguay in America, pre- 
"520 | tending, but paying no obedience to the crowu of Spain. Ag a 
| eolleQive body they are deteſted, even by all-the-Cathaligs,. not 
0 SLA | tos. excepting 
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excpting] the tlergy, both ſecular and regular; and yet, as indi- 
viduals, chey nm chey . wherever 
chey are. KS en It HG IU 4% 12 Nah 
Tui things; 1 nee a eee ee to their: auen The | 
feft/-rhdt paſſive,” implicit, unlimited obedience to their Gene . 
* 3 reſides at Rome) and to the ſuperiors: of. their 
ral houſes, appointed by him. This obedience is obſerved 
by —— to a mioſt aſtoniſhing degree; and, I believe, there is 
no one ſoeiety in the world, of which ſo many individuals ſacrifice 
their private intereſt to the general one of the Society itſelf. The 
ſecond is, the education of youth, which they have in a manner 
ingroſſed; there they give the firſt, and the fieſt are the laſting 
impreſſians: thoſe impreſſions are always calculated to be fayour- 
able to the ſociety. I have known many Catholics, educated by 
the Jeſuits, who, though they deteſted the ſociety, from reaſon 
and knowledge, have always remained attached to it, from habit 
and prejudice. - The Jeſuits know, better than any ſet of people 
in the world, the importance of the art af pleaſing, and ſtudy. it 
more: they become all things to all men, in order to gain, not 
a few, but many. In Aſia, Africa, and America, they become 
more than half Pagans, in order to convert the Pagans to be leſs 
chan half Chriſtians. In private families they begin by inſinuating b 
themſelves as friends, they grow to be favourites, and they end 
directors. Their manners are not like thoſe of any other regulars 
in the world, but gentle, polite, and engaging. They are all 
carefully bred up to that particular deſtination, to which they 
ſeem to have a natural turn; for which reaſon one ſees moſt 
Jeſuits excel in ſome particular thing. They even breed up ſome for 
martyrdom, in caſe of need; as the Superior of a Jeſuit ſeminary 
at Rome told Lord Bolingbroke. E abbiamo anche martiri fen il 
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 i.Inform youdſel minutely- of ever thing vonn this vxtra- 
ordinary" eſtabliſtument h ꝙ into theit houſeb gat acquainted with = 
individuals, hear ſome of them preach. The fineſt -preagher, I 
ever hrared in my liſe is le Pete Neufville, Who, I : believe, 
preaches ſtill at Paris, and is ſu/ much in the beſt n tha 
you may eaſily: get perſonally acquainted: with him 
If you would know their morale, read Paſchal's Pave Pro- 
vincinles, in which it is very dun Ki from. heir n 
writing. As. Nude 
Upon the while, this is n chat 'A Auen ah which b 
little good is faid, and ſo much ill believed, and that ſtil, not 
only fubfiſts but flouriſhes, muſt be a very able one. It is always 
mentioned as a proof of the ſuperior” abilities of the Cardinal 
Richelieu, that, though hated by all the nation, and ſtill more 
by his maſter, he kept his power in ſpight of both. Ad 
I I-would earneſtly wiſh you to do every thing now, which 1 
wiſts that I had done at your age, and did not do. Every coun- 
try/hath its peculiarities, which one can be much better informed 
of during one's reſidence there, than by reading all the books in 
the world afterwards. While you ate in Catholic countries, inform 
yourſelf of all the forms and ceremonies of that tawdry chureh: 
fee their convents both of men and women, know their ſeveęral 
rules and ordert; attend their moſt remarkable ceremonies ; have 
their terms of art explained to you, their tierte, fexte, nones, 
matines, vir, ggunplies; their breviaires, roſaires, beures, chafe- 
Fe ugnut, fc. thingy that many people talk, of from habit, 
though ſew know the true meaning of any one of them. Con- 
verſe with, and ſtudy the characters of ſome of thoſe incgrecrated 
enthuſiaſts” Prequent ſome pardirt, and ſec; the air ang, manners 


of thoſe ae * are a 2 10 a chene and like no 
4 2 end. ö 1 
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_ Pink: yeſterday wirh Mon F. -d, her PROS "ey huſ⸗- 
Pand F is un athletie Hibetmlan, hatidſome in his perſon, but 
extefhbelM awkward and vulgar in his air and manner. She 
_ inquired much after you, and, 1 thought, with intereſt. I 
anfiveied her as u Mero ſfould do. Et je n vorye tan 
dreſſe, bos aims; e voy un. 10477 
When you meet with any Britiſh returning to a own ern 
try, pray ſend me by them any little rat hurer, fuctume, sbuſen, 
. Oe. Lhe * N 1 n _— Adieu, child. 
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MY DEAR. FRIEND, 18 & "#4 


'AVE you ſeen the new ee e and hn 
you think of it ? Let me know, for I am determined to 
dre tay taſte upon yours. I-hear that the ſituations and | inci- 
dents are well brought on, and the cataſtrophe. unexpected and 
ſurprizing, but the verſes bad. ſuppoſe it is the ſubject of all 
the converfations at Paris, where both women and men are judges 
and critics of all ſuch performances: fuch converſations, that 
both form and improve the taſte, and whet the judgment, are 
ſurely preferable” to the converſations of our mixed companies 
here; Which, if they happen to rife above bragg and whiſt, inſal- 
libly flops hort of every thing either pleaſing or inſtructive. I 
take the reaſon of this to be, that (as women generally give the 
tone to the converſation our Engliſh women are not near ſo well 
itiformed and cultivated as the 5 * that 1888 are 
naturally more ſerious and ſilent. 36% 8 4 | 
1 could wiſh that there Were a uur made Hora os French 


2 — — 


ſtrain the lioentiouſneſs of their pots, and the French enlarge 
the liberty of theirs : their poets ate the greateſt ſlaves in their 
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and the Bnglids theatros,! im which: hock; pitrtics'hbuld PR 
Gderable cancellions.z::-Phei Bayt daght tb we Gg their noto- 
nous violations. of allathe uhitkes ) And all their takfacres;) vadks: 4 


dead bodies, and mangled carcaſes, which" they fo frequently 


exhibit upon their ſtage. The French ſhötld engage to Have 


more action, and leſs declamation ; And tot to ctam and crowd 


things topether;' to almoſt a degree of vimpoſſibility; from à too 
{crupulous adherence to the unities- The Engliſh ſhould re- 


country, and that is a bold word; öüörs are the meſt tumultuous 
ſubjects in England, and that is ſaying a good deal. Under ſuch 
regulations, one might hope to ſee a play, in whick one ſhould not 
be lulled to ſleep by the length of a monotonical declamation, 
nor frightened and ſhocked by the barbarity of the action. The 
unity of time extended occaſionally to three or four days, and the 
unity of place broke into, as far as the ſame ſtreet, or ſometimes 
the ſame town; both which, I will affirm, are as b r 
n eee eee the ſame room. 


More indulgence too, in my mind, ſhould be own NAY the 


Frank are: willing <t0-aliony' it beighethoughts,-alkPio Ating 


images; for though, :confeſs,-itis not very natural for à Hero or 


2 Princeſs:to ſay fine things, in all the violence of grief, love, rage, 


Sc. yet, I can as well ſuppoſe that, as I can that they ſhould talk 
to Wente erg half an hour; which they muſt neceſſurily do, 


or no tragedy could be carriet on, unleſs they had recourſe to a 


much greater abſurdity, the choruſſes of the ancietits. - Tragedy 


is of a nature, that one muſt ſee it with a degree of ſelf·deception; 


we mult lend ourſelves, a little, to the' deluftoff; 4nd Fam bery 


willing to carry 1 enen een than the 
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Tragedy 
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Tragedy muNiebs-;ſomerbinicbiggen: than life} ob.ig.wwbuld ov 
f ech une In nates che aue Auland paſſions are Iilent; in Tra- 

wi e e and»ſprak-withadigpiths too. Hence the 

"ROY: of their bring written im erſej and; unfertunatehy fbr the 
French, framithe weakneſs! of hein language, in rhymes. A 
for the ſame reaſon, Cate the Stoie, expiring: at Utica, rhymes 
maſculine and feminine, at Patris and ſetabesꝭ his laſt breath at 
London, in moſt harmaonious and correct blank verſe/ tn) 
15 i quite otherwiſe with: Comedy, which ſhould be mere com- 
mon life, atid not one jot bigger Every character ſhould peak 
upon the ſage, not only what it would: utter in the: ſituation 
there - repreſented, ;but in the ſame manner in which. it would 
expreſs, it, For which reaſon, I cannot allows rhymes in Comedy, 
unleſs they were put into the mouth, and came out of che mouth 
of; a mad, poet. But it is impoſſible to- deceive one's {elf enough 
(nor i is it the leaſt neceſſary in Comedy) : to ſuppoſe a dull rogue of 
an Hines chsgting, f u- oo. blupderlogio the oe ſes 
the world. r Ei J 3 * 311 2¹¹— 
As for 8 eee edicntially. NEE IE" 1 PRIN to 
mention: I look upon them as a magic ſcene, contrived to pleaſe the 
eyes and the gars, at the expenee of the underſtanding; and Licon- 
ſider ſinging, rh iming, and chiming Heroes and Princeſſes and Phi- 
loſophers, as I do the hills, the trees, the birds, and the beaſts, who - 
amĩcably joined in one common country dance, to. the itreſiſtible 
tune of Orpheus as lyre.. . Whenever Igor to an Opera, I leave my 
enſe and reaſog at the door wide eee and lier 
myſelf up to my eyes and my ears. 
ben Lhave made you aaa) conſeſſion, in which. — 
| owledged as many ſins, againſt the eſtabliſted taſte iu both 
l a9 f frank beretic cduld have owned againſt the æſta - 
blithed church in either; I wot I am now v privileged by my age 
410 5 27 | 0 
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to taſte and think for myſolf, and mot to care what other people 
think of me in thoſe reſpects 3 in advantage which youth, 
among its many advantages, hath not. It muſt. occafionally and 
outwardly conform, to à certain degree, to eſtabliſhed taſtes, fa- 
ſhions, and decifions; © A young man may, with a becoming mo- 
deſty, diſſent, in private companies, from public opinions and pre- 
judices: but he muſt not attack them with warmth, nor magi- 
ſterially ſet up his on ſentiments againſt them. Endeavour to 
hear and know all opinions; receive them with complaiſamce; 
form your own with coolneſs, and give it with modeſty. | 

1 have received a letter from Sir John Lambert, in which he re- 
quali me to uſe my intereſt to procure. him the remittance: of Mr, 
| Spencer's money; when he goes abroad; and alſo defires/to know 
to whoſe account he is to place the poſtage of my letters. I do 
not trouble him with a letter in anſwer, ſince you can execute the 
commiſſion. Pray make my cormpliments. to him, and affure 
him, that J-will de all 1 can to procure him Mr. Spencer's buſi- 
neſs; but that his moſt effectual way will be by Meſſrs. Hoare, 
who are Mr. Spencer's caſhiers, and who will, undoubtedly, have 
their choice whom they will give him his credit upon. . As for the 
poſtage of the letters, your purſe and mine being pretty near 
the fame, do you pay it, over and above your next draught. 
© Your relations, the Princes B , will ſoon be with you at 
Paris; for they leave London this week: whenever you converſe 
with ein, I deſire it may be in + that- "angupge not be- 
ing yet familiar enough to you. 

By our printed papers, there ſeems to be a ſort of 3 
between the King and the Parliament, with regard to the affairs 
of the hoſpitals, by taking them out of the hands of the Arch- 
biſhop of Paris, and placing them in Monſieur d' Argenſon's: if this 
be true, that compromiſe, as it is called, is clearly a victory on 
* 5 the 
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4a fi 10 . the Court, and a Si Mm on che part of of Ech he, Parliament; 
for if the Parliament had a right, they had it as much to the ex- 
cluſion of Monſieur d' Argenſon as of the Archbiſhop. Ge 
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MY DEAR 5 f LICKS”. 


OUR criticiſm of Varbn is ftrialy juſt; but, in truth; 
ſevere. You French critics ſeck for a fault as eagerly a as 1 
do 10 a beauty : you conſider things i in is worſt light, to thow 50 


your ſkill, at the expence of your pleaſure ; Iview them ii in the beſt, 
that. 1. may have more pleaſure, though at the expence of m 


y 
judgment. A rrompeur trompeur et demi is prettily aid; and if 


you pleaſe, you may call J. aron, un M ormand, and Softrate, un 
N angeat, 5 vaut un M. or mand et demi; ; and ,conſideting the 2 
nouenient, in the light of trick upon trick, it would undoubtedly 


1 
- 


be below the dignity of the buſkin, and fitter for the ſock. 
But let us ſee if we cannot bring e off th ke author. The great 

queſtion, upon which all turns, is to diſcover? and: a certain who 

Cleonice really is. There are doubts concerning her 4s; . "how 


ſhall they be cleared? Had the truth been extoted from 7 2h 
(who alone knew) by the rack, it would haye b 1 true tragical 


denouement, But that would probably not have done with / Aion 
who i is repreſented as a bold, determined, Recs „ and ; at t that 
time e ſor he Ry in the hands of 80 enem „ whom 


14041 


he knew c cop ld'nqt ſor him, with comman prudence. or ſafety. 
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1 The rack d would | t crefore ave extorted no truth from him; but 


, 51900 


be would have died enjoying the doubts of his enemies, and the 
Vol. II. Ee I confuſion 
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confuſion that muſtinecefſarily attend thoſe doubts. A ſttatagem 
is therefore thought of, to Uifeover.What force and tetror-could not; 
and the ſtratagem ſuch as no King or Mimiſter would Suan te 
get at an important diſcovery. If you call that ſtratagem a tricl, 
you viliſy it, and make it comital; but call that trick 4, foiriotaven, 
or a meaſure, and you dignify it up to tragedy: ſo frequently do 
ridicule or dignity turn upon one ſingle word. It is commonly 
ſaid, and more particularly by Lord Shafteſbury, that ridicule is the 
beſt teſt of truth ; for that it will not ſtick where it is not juſt, T 1 
; deny it. A wah learned in a certain light, and attacked in 'cer- 
| tain words, by men of wit and humour, may, and often doth, be- 
come ridiculous, at leaſt ſo far, that the truth is only wendember⸗ 
ed and repeated for the ſake of the ridicule. The overturn of 
Mary of Medicis into a river, where ſhe was half- drowned; would 
never have been remembered, if Madame de Vernueil, who faw it, 
had not ſaid Ia Reine boit. Pleaſure or malignity often gives ridi- 
cule a weight, which it does not deſerve. The verſification, I muſt 
confeſs, is too much neglected, - and too often bad: but,” upon 
the whole, I read the play with pleaſure.” 19395 
Itf there is but a great deal of wit and character in your new 
comedy, I will readily compound for its having little or no plot. 

I chiefly mind dialogue and character in comedies. © Let dull cri- 
| tics feed upon the carcaſes of * 5 _ me _- ande and * 
dreſſing, mA, 

Jam very Salt you went to Verſailles,” to ſee A — 
of creating the Prince de Condé, Chevalier de I Ordre; and I 
do not doubt but that, upon this occaſion, you indem your- 
ſelf thoroughly of the inſtitution and rules of that order. "If you 
| did, you were certainly told, it was inſlituted by Henry III, 

| immediately after his return, or rather his flight from Poland; he 
took the hint of it at Venice, where he had ſcen the original ma- 
nuſcript 
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nuſcript of an Order of the St, Epprit, au droit d firs which had, 
been inſtituted in 1352, by Louis d' Anjou, King of Jeruſalem 
and Sicily, and huſband to Jane, Queen of Naples, ' Counteſs of 
Provence. This order was under the protection of St. N icholas 
de Bari, whoſe image hung to the collar. Henry HI. found 
the order of St, Michael proſtituted and degraded, during the civil 
wars; he therefore joined it to his new order of the St. Eſprit, 
and gave them both together; for which reaſon every knight of 
the St. Eſprit is now called Chevalier des Ordres du Roi, The 
number of the knights hath been different, but i is now fixed 'to 
one hundred, excluſive of the Sovereign. There are many officers; 
who wear the ribbon: of this order, like the other knights; and 
what is very ſingular is, that theſe officers frequently ſell their 
employments, but obtain leave to wear the blue ribbon ful, 
though the purchaſers of thoſe offices wear it alſo. 8 
As you will have been a great while in France, people will 
expect that you ſhould be a fait of all theſe ſort of things relative 
to that country. But the hiſtory of all the orders of all countries 
is well worth your knowledge ; the ſubje& occurs often, and one 
ſhould not be ignorant of it, for fear of ſome ſuch accident as 
happened to a ſolid Dane at Paris, who, upon ſeeing / Ordre du 
St. Eſprit, ſaid, Motre St. Eſprit chez nous ceft un Eliphant. 
| Almoſt all the Princes in Germany have their Orders too, not dated, 
indeed, from any important events, or directed to any great object; 
but a they will have Orders, to ſhow that they may; as ſome 
of them, who have the jus cudendæ, monetæ, borrow ten ſhillings 
worth of gold to coin a ducat. However, wherever you meet with 
them, inform yourſelf, and minute down a ſhort account of them: 
they take in all the colours of Sir | Iſaac Newton's priſms. 
N. B. When you inquire about them, do not ſeem to laugh. 
I thank you for e Mandement de M onſeigneur L Areboo®yue; ; 
| Re | it 
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it is very, well drawn, and becoming an Archbiſhop. But pray 
do not loſe ſight. of a much more important object, I mean the 


political difputes between, the King and the Parliament, and the 


King and the Clergy; they ſeem both to be patching up; but, 
however, get the whole clue to them, as far as they have gone. 
received a letter yeſterday from Madame Monconſeil, who 
aſſures me you haye gained ground du coz? des manieres, and 
that ſhe looks upon you to be plus qu d moitie chemin. I am very 
glad to hear this, becauſe, if you are got above half way of 
your journey, ſurely you will finiſh it, and not faint in the courſe. 
Why do you think I have this affair ſo extremely at heart, and 
why do I repeat it ſo often? Is it for your ſake, or for mine? 
You can immediately anſwer yourſelf that queſtion ; you certainly 
have, I cannot poſſibly have any, intereſt in it: if then you will 
allow me, as I believe you may, to be a judge of what is uſeful and 
neceſſary to you, you muſt, in conſequence, be convincedof the infi- 
nite importance of a point, which I take fo much pains to inculcate. 
I hear that the new Duke of Orleans a remercie Monſieur ds 
Melfort, and I believe, pas fans raiſon, having had obligations 


to him; mais il ne Va pas remercie en mari poli, but rather 
roughly. II faut que ce ſoit un bourru, I am told too, that 


people get bits of his father's rags, by way of relicks; I wiſh 
them joy, they will do them a great deal of good. See 
from hence what weakneſſes human nature is capable of, and 
make allowances for ſuch in all your plans and reaſonings. 


Study the characters of the people you have to do with, and 


know what they are, inſtead of thinking them what they ſhould 
be; addreſs yourſelf generally to the ſenſes, to the heart, and to 
the weakneſſes of mankind, but very rarely to their reaſon. 

Good night, or good morrow to you, according to the time 


you ſhall receive this letter. From yours. 
LETTER 


* 11s SON, 
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MY. DEAR FRIEND, | , | 
'N a month's time, L believe, I ſhall bave the pleaſure of ſend- 
ing you, and you will have the pleaſure of reading, a work 
of Lord Bolingbroke's, in two volumes octavo, upon the uſe of 
Hiſtory; in ſeveral letters to Lord Hyde, then Lord Cornbury. 
It is now put into the preſs. It is hard to determine, whether 
this work will inſtruct or pleaſe moſt: the moſt material hiſtorical 
facts, from the great æra of the treaty of Munſter, are touched 
upon, accompanied by the moſt folid reflections, and adorned 
by all that elegancy of ſtyle, which was peculiar to himſelf, and 
in which, if Cicero equals, he certainly does not exceed him; 
but every other writer falls ſhort of him. I would adviſe you 
almoſt to get this book by heart. 1 think you have a turn to 
hiſtory; you love it, and have a memory to retain it; this. book 
will teach you the proper uſe of it. Some people load their 
memories, indiſcriminately, with hiſtorical facts, as others do their 
ſtomachs with food; and bring out the one, and bring up the 
other, entirely crude and undigeſted. You will find, in Lord 
Bolingbroke” s book, an infallible e againſt that epidemical | 
complaint v. 2 
1 remember a 3 who had read hiſtcry; in this thought- 
leſs and undiſtinguiſhing manner, and who, having travelled, 
had gone through the Valteline.. He told me that it was a 
miſerable poor country, and therefore it was, ſurely, a great 
We cannot but obſerve with pleaſure; that at this time Lord Bolingbroke's Phi- 
loſophical works had not appeared; which accounts for Lord Cheſterfield's recom- 


mending to his ſon, in this as well as in ſome foregoing paſſages, * r of Lord: 
Bolingbroke's writings,” ; 
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error in Cardinal Richelieu, to make ſuch a rout, and put France 

to ſo much expence about it. Had my friend read hiſtory as he 

ought to have done, he would have known, that the great object 
of that great Miniſter; was to reduce the power of the houſe of 

Auſtria; and, in order to that, to cut off, as much as he could, 
the communication between the ſeveral parts of their then ex- 

tenfive dominions; which reflections would have juſtified the 

Cardinal to him, in the affair of the Valteline. But it was caſier 

to him to remember facts, than to combine and reflect. 

One obſervation, I hope, you will make in reading hiſtory; 
for it is an obvious and a true one. It is, that more people have 
made great figures, and great fortunes in courts, by their exterior 
accompliſhments, than by their interior qualifications. Their 
engaging addreſs, the politeneſs of their manners, their air, their 
turn, hath almoſt always paved the way for their ſuperior abilities, 
if they have ſuch, to exert themſelves: I hey have been Favou- 
rites, before they have been Miniſters. In courts, an univerſal 
gentleneſs and douceur dans les manieres is moſt abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary: an offended fool, or a {li ghted valet de chambre, may, very 

8 poſſibly, do you more hurt at court, than ten men of merit can 
do you good. Fools, and low people, are always jealous of their 
dignity; and never forget nor forgive what they reckon a ſlight. 
On the other hand, they take civility, and a little attention, as a 

=. -Þ favour ; remember, and acknowledge it: this, in my mind, is 
| buying them cheap; and therefore they are worth buying. The 
Prince himſelf, who is rarely the ſhining genius of his court, 
eſteems you only by hearſay, but likes you by his ſenſes; that is, 
from your air, your politeneſs, and your manner of addreſſing 
him; of which alone he is a judge. There is a court garment, as 
well as a wedding garment, without which you will not be re- 
ceived. That garment is the volto — an impoſing air, an ele- 
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gant politeneſs eaſy and engaging manners, univerſal attention, an 
' inſinvating gentleneſs, and _ _ 1 2 frais . that eh 
the Grace. 
I am this moment Apen; W by a FI not 
bun you, as Lexpectedꝭ but from a friend of yours at Paris, who 
informs me, that you have a fever) which canfines you at-home: 
Since you have a fever, Iam glad you have prudence enough, 
with it, to ſtay at home, and take care of yourſelf; a little more 
prudence might probably have prevented it. Vour blood is 
young, and conſequently hot; and you naturally make a great 
deal, by your good ſtomach, pi: good digeſtion; you ſhould 
therefore, neceſſarily, attenuate and cool it, from time to time, 
by gentle purges, or by a very low diet, for two or three days to- 
gether, if you would avoid fevers. Lord Bacon, who was a very 
great phyſician, in both fenſes of the word, hath this aphoriſm in 
his Eſſay upon Health, Wibil magis ad ſanitatem tribuit quam 
crebræ et domeflice purgationes. By domeſticæ, he means thoſe. 
ſimple uncompounded purgatives, which every body can admi- 
niſter to themſelves; ſuch as ſenna - tea, ſtewed prunes and ſenna, 
chewing a little rhubarb, or diſſolving an ounce and a half of 
manna in fair water, with the juice of half a lemon to make it pa- 
latable. Such gentle and unconfining evacuations would certainly 
prevent thoſe: feveriſh attacks, to which every body at your age is 
object. | _— 
By has why do deſire, and inſiſt, that koi; "= any in- 
diſpoſition, you are not able to write to me upon the fixed days, 
that Chriſtian ſhall ; and give me a true account how you are. 1 
do not expect from him the Ciceronian epiſtolary e's 3 but I will 
content myſelf with the Swiſs ſimplicity and truth. 10 f it 
hope you extend your acquaintance at Paris, nd frequent 


variety of companies; the only way of knowing the world: every 
ſet 
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ſet of company differs in ſome particulars from another ; and 
a man of buſineſs muſt, in the courſe of his life, have to Fig with 
all ſorts. It is a very great advantage to know the languages of 
the ſeveral countries one travels in; and different companies may, 
in ſome degree; be conſidered as different countries: each hath 
its diſtinctive language, cuſtoms, and manners: know them all, 
and you will wonder at none. Adieu, child. Take care of 
your health; there are no pleaſures without it. ths: 


L E T T E R LIL 


| | London, February the 2oth, O.S. 1 752. 
MY DEAR F RIEND, | 


N all ſyſtems whatſoever, whether of religion, government, 
morals, &c. perfection is the object always propoſed, though 
poſſibly / unattainable ; hitherto at leaſt, certainly unattained. 
However, thoſe who aim carefully at the mark itſelf, will un- 
queſtionably come neater it, than thoſe who from deſpair, negli- 
gence, or indolence, leave to chance the work of ſkill. This 
maxim holds equally true in common life ; thoſe who aim at per- 
fection will come infinitely nearer it, than thoſe deſponding, or 
indolent ſpirits, who fooliſhly ſay to themſelves, nobody is perfect; 
perfection is unattainable; to attempt it is chimerical ; I ſhall do as 
well as others; why then ſhould I give myſelf trouble to be what 
I never can, .and what, according to the common courſe of 
things, I need not be, perfeZ? 

I am very ſure that I need not point out to you the weakneſs 
and the folly. of this reaſoning, if_it deſerves the name of reaſon- 
ing. It would diſcourage, and put a ſtop to the exertion of any 
one of our taculties. On the contrarys : a man of ſenſe and ſpirit 

| lays 


1 


o 
* >| Valk 


ays to pimlelf, Though the point of perſection may (conſidering 
the imperſection of our nature) be unattainable, my care, my 
endeavours, my attention, ſhall not be wanting to get as near it as 
1 can. I will approach it eyery day; poſſibly I may arrive at it 
at laſt; at leaſt (what Jam ſure is in my own power) I will not be 
diſtanced. Many fools (ſpeaking of you) ſay ta me, What would 
you have him perfect ? I anſwer, Why not? What hurt would. it 
do him or me? O but that is impoſlible, ſay they. I reply, I am 
not ſure of that: perfection 1 in the abſtract, I admit to be unat- 
tainable; but wbat is commonly called perfection in a character, 
I maintain to be attainable, and not only that, but in every man's 
power. He hath, continue they, a. good bead, a good heart, a 
good fund of knowledge, which will increaſe daily, what would 
you have more? Why, I would have every thing more that can 
adorn and complete a character. Will it do his head, his heart, c 
his knowledge, any harm, to have the utmoſt delicacy of manners, 
the moſt ſhining advantages of air and addreſs, the moſt endearing 
attentions, and the moſt engaging graces? But as he is, ſay they, 
he is loved wherever he is known. I am very glad of it, ſay I; 
but I would: have him be liked before he is known, and loved 
_ afterwards, I would have him, by his firſt abord and addreſs, 
make people wiſh to know him, and inclined to love him: he 
will ſave a great deal of time by it. Indeed, reply they, you are 
too nice, too exact, and lay too RA ſtreſs upon things that are 
of yery little conſequence. Indeed, rejoin I, you know very little 
of the nature of mankind, if you take thoſe things to be of little 
conſequence : : one cannot be too attentive to them; it is they 
that always engage the heart, of which the underſtanding is com- 
monly the bubble. And I would much rather that he erred in a 
point of grammar, of hiſtory, of philoſophy, &c. chan in a point 
of manners and | addreſs. | But e he is very young; 5 all this 
Vor- II. | +. © will 
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will come in time. 1 hope ſo; but that time muſt be while he is 
young, or it will never be 40 al: the right n muſt be taken 

young, or it will never be eaſy, nor ſeem natural. Cote, come, 


fay they (ſubſtituting, as is fremſuently dote, aſſertion inſtead of 


argument) depend upon it he will do very well; and you have a 
great deal of reaſon to be ſatisfied with him. 1 h 


ope and believe 
he will do well, but 1 would have him do better than well. I am 
very well pleaſed with him, but 1 would be more, I would be 
proud of him. I would have him have luſtre as well as weight. 
Did you ever know any body that re- united all theſe talents? Yes 
1 did, Lord Bolingbroke joined all the politeneſs, the manners, 
and the graces of a courtier, to the ſolidity of a ſtateſman, and to 
the learning of a pedant. He was omnir homo; and pray what 
ſhould hinder my boy from being ſo too, if he bath, as I think 
he hath; all the other qualifications that you allow him ? Nothing 
can hinder him, but negle& of, or inattention to, thoſe objects, 
which his own good ſenſe muſt tell him are of infinite conſe- 

quence to him, and which therefore I will not ſuppoſe him capable 
of either neglecting or deſpiſing. 

This (to tell you the whole truth) is the reſult of a controverſy 
that paſſed yeſterday, between Lady Hervey and myſelf, upon 
your ſubject, and almoſt in the very words. I ſubmit the decifion 
of it to yourſelf; let your own good ſenſe determine it, and make 
you a& in conſequence of that determination. The receipt to 
make this compoſition is ſhort and infallible ; here I give it you. 
Take variety of the beſt company, eber you are; be mi- 
nutely attentive to every word and action; imitate reſpecuiyehy 
thoſe whom you obſerve to be diſtinguiſhed and conſidered for 
any one accompliſhment 3 then mix all thoſe ſeveral accom- 
pliſhments together, and ſerve them up yourſelf to others. 

I hope your fair, or rather your brown American is well. I 
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c boat that ſhe males very handſome preſents, if ſhe 3 js not th her- 

ſelf,, I am told, there are people at Paris who expect, from 4 

this ſecret connection, to ſee, in time, a valame of letters, ſuperior 0 
to Madame de Graffigny s Veruyian 00633 I lay in mp claim to | By, 
one of the firſt copies. 

Francis's Gexie * hath been ated e WF" 8 e 
applauſe; to-night is his third night, and I am going to it. I did 
not think it would have ſucceeded ſo well, conſidering how long 
our Britiſh audiences have been accuſtomed to murder, racks, and F 
poiſon, in every tragedy ; but it affected the heart ſo much, that 2 _ 1 
it triumphed over habit and prejudice, All the women cried, and 1 
all the men were moved. The prologue, which is a very good one, 5 
was made intirely by Garrick. The epilogue is od Cibber's; but 
corrected, though not enough, by Francis, He will get a great 
deal of money by it; and, conſequently, be wer able to lend you 
fix-pence, upon any emergency. 

The Parliament of Paris 1 find, hy the new · papers, has not 
carried its point, concerning the hoſpitals; and, though the King 
hath given up the Archbiſhop, yet, as he has put them under the 
management and direction du Grand Conſeil, the Parliament is 
equally out of the queſtion, This will naturally put you upon in- 
quiring into the Conſtitution of the Grand Cunſeil. You will, 1 
doubtleſs, inform yourſelf, who it is compoſed of, what things 2 5 


— 


are de fon reſſort, whether or not there lies an appeal from 
thence to any other place; and of all other particulars, that 
may give you a clear notion of this aſſembly. There are alſo 
three or four other Conſeils in France, of which you ought to 
know the conſtitution, and the objects: I dare ſay you do 
know them already; but if yau do not, loſe no time in informing 
yourſelf, Theſe things, as I haye often told you, are beſt cad 
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in various French companies; but in no Engliſh ones; for none 
of our countrymen trouble their heads about them. To uſe a 
very trite image, collect, like the bee, your ſtote from Every quar- 
ter. In ſome com panies ( parmi tes fermiers genbraux nommement ) 
you may, by proper inquiries, get a general knowledge at leaſt of er 
affaires des finanges. When you are with der gens de robe, ( uck 
them with'regard to the'conſtitution, and civil government, and 
fic de ceteris, This ſhows you the advantage of keeping a great 
ceal of different French company; an advantage much ſuperior to 
any that you can poſſibly receive from loitering and ſauntering 
away evenings in any Engliſ company at Paris, not even ex- 
cepting Lord A „. Love of caſe, and fear of reſtraint, 
(to both which I doubt you are, for a young fellow, too much 
addicted) may invite you among your countrymen ; but pray 
withſtand thoſe mean temptations, ef prenes ſur vous, for the 
ſake of being! in thoſe aſſemblies, which alone can inform your 
mind and improve your manners. You have not now many 
months to continue at Paris; 'make the moſt of them : get into 
every houſe there, if you can; extend acquaintance, know: every 
thing and every body there ; that, when you leave it for other 
places, you may be an fait, and even able to explain whatever 
you may hear mentioned concerning it. Ales: 


CE TT TS Tu 


„ | London, March the 2d, O. 8. 1752. 
' MY DEAR FRIEND, | 2 


'HEREABOUTS are you in Ariofto ? Or have you gone 


0 through that moſt ingenious contexture of truth and lies, 
of ſerious and extravagant, of knights errant, magicians, and all 
| - | that 


T: * 
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that various an which AE. announces in the begianiog of 
e Mo Wy ny vl Strat PUSUD a Kain felt 2/6 er pins 
: Le Donne, 1 Catlin L arme, 4 amuri,. SE l 
Toe corteſie, L audaci impreſe Ce oi 
Tam a by. no means ſure. that Homer had ſuperior i invention, or 
— more.in deſcription, than Arioſto.. What can be more ſe- 
ducing and. voluptuous, than the. deſcription of Alcina's perſon 
and palace ?. What more ingeniouſly extravagant, than the ſearch 
made ia the moon for Orlando's loſt wits, and the account of 
other people's. that were found. there? The whole i is worth your 
attention, not only as an ingenious poem, but as the ſource of all 
modern tales, novels, fables, and romances; as Ovid's Metamor- 
phoſis was of the ancient ones: beſides, that when you have read 
this work, nothing will be difficult to you in the Italian language, 
You will read Taſlo's Gieruſalemme, „and the Decamerone di Boc- 
enccio, with great. facility, aſterwards; and when you. have read 
thoſe three authors, you will, in my opinion, have read all the 
works of invention, that are worth reading, in that language; 
though the Italians would be very angry at mi for faying | 8 
A gentleman ſhould know thoſe which I call claſſical works, in 
every language; ſuch; as Boileau, /Corneille, Racine, Moliere, &c. 
in French; Milton, Dryden, Pope, Swift, &c. in Engliſh; and 
the three avthors above-mentioned ip Italian : whether you have | 
any ſuch in German, I am not quite ſure, . nor, indeed, am 1 
inquiſitive. Theſe: fort of books adorn the mind, improve the 
fancy, are frequently alluded to by, and are often the ſubjects of, 
converſations of the beſt companies. As you have languages to 
read, and memory to retain them, the knowledge of them is very 
well worth the little pains it will coſt you, and will enable you to 
thine in company. It is not pedantic to quote and allude to 
them, which i it would be with regard to the ancients. | 
Among 
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s Es Among the many advantages which you have had in your 
| LE cg I do not conſider, your knowledge of ſeveral lan- 
15 guages as the leaſt. You need not truſt to tranſlations; you can 
go to the ſource : you can both converſe and negociate with 
people of all nations, upon equal terms; which is by no means 
the caſe of a man, who converſes or negociates in a language 
which thoſe with whom he hath to do know much better 
than himſelf, In buſineſs, a great deal may depend upon the 
force and extent of one word; and in converſation, a mode- 
rate thought may gain, or a good one loſe, by the propriety or 
impropriety, the elegancy or inelegancy, of one ſingle word, 
As therefore you now know four modern languages well, I would 
have you ſtudy (and, by the way, it will be very little trouble to 
you) to know them correctly, accurately, and delicately. Read 
ſome little books that treat of them, and aſk queſtions con- 
cerning their delicacies, of thoſe who are able to anſwer 
you. As for inſtance, ſhould I ſay in French, la letire que 
je vous ai Ecrit, or, Ia lettre que je vous ai ecrite? in which, I 
think, the French Gffer among themſelves. There is a ſhort 
French grammar, by the Port Royal, and another by Pere 
Buffier, both which are worth your reading; as is alſo a little 
book called, tes /ynonimes Francois. There are books of that 

kind upon the Italian language, into ſome of which I would ad- 

viſe you to dip: poſſibly the German language may have ſome- 

thing of the ſame ſort ; and ſince you already. ſpeak it, the more 

properly: you ſpeak it, the better : one would, I think, as far as 

poſſible, do all one does, correctly and elegantly. It is extremely 
engaging, to people of every nation, to meet with a foreigner who 
hath - taken pains enough to fpeak their language correctly: it 


flatters that local aud national OY and | pre *.. of which "wy 
. hath ſome ore: | 
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ase Regels which I will ſend you; pleaſed moſt people 
of © ahi here: the boxes were crowded till the ſixth night.; 
when the pit and gallery were totally deſerted, and it was drop- 
Diſtreſs, without death, was not 'fuffhcient to affect a 
true | Britiſh audience, fo long accuſtomed to daggers, racks, and 
bowls of poifon ; contrary to Horace's rule, they defire to ſee 
Medea murther her children upon the ſtage. The ſentiments. 
were too delicate to move them ; and __ heatts are to be taken ; 
by ſtorm, not by parley; 

Have you got the things, which were taken Gin 700 at | Calais, 
reſtored ? and among them, the little packet, which my fiſter | 
gave you for Sir Charles Hotham? In this cafe, have you for- 
warded it to him? If you have not yet had an opportunity, 
you will have one ſoon; which I defire you will not omit : 
it is by Monſieur D'Aillion, whom you will fee in a few days at 
Paris, in his way to Geneva; where Sir Charles now is, and will 
remain ſome tine. Adieu. | 


- *" -4 
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London, Mai the sch. O. S. 1752. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, * hh 


8 I have received no letter "en you. by the uſual poſt, 1 
am uneaſy upon account of your health: for, had you been 
well, I am ſure you would have written, according to your engage- 
ment, and my requiſition. Vou have not the leaſt notion ef any 
care of your health; but, though I would not have you be a vale- 
tudinarian, I muſt tell you, that the beſt and moſt, robuſt health. 
requires ſome degree of attention to preſerve. Young fellows, 
thinking they have ſo. much health and time before them, 
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are very apt to neglect or laviſh both, and beggar themſelves 
before they are aware : whereas a | prudent .c-canomy in both, 
would make them rich indeed; and that ſo far from breaking in 
upon their pleaſures, that it would improve, and almoſt perpe- 
tuate them. Be you wiſer; and, before it is too late, manage both 
with care and frugality ; 5 lay out neither, but wu N in- 
tereſt and ſecurit 7. 
I Will now confine pr to the e wk your "_ 
which, though 1 have often touched upon formerly, is a ſubject 
that, from its importance, will bear repetition. Lou have, it is 
true, a great deal of time before you; but, in this period of your 
life, one hour uſefully employed may be worth more than four- 
and- twenty hereafter; a minute is precious to you now, whole 
days may poſſibly not be ſo forty years hence. Whatever time 
you allow, or can ſnatch for ſerious reading (I ſay ſnatch, becauſe. 
company and the knowledge of the world is now your chief objec). 
employ it in the reading of ſome one book, and that a good one, 
till you have finiſhed it: and do not diſtract your mind with 
various matters at the fame time. In this light, I would recom- 
mend to you to read zout de ſuite Grotius de Jure Belli et Pacis, 
tranſlated by Barbeyrac, and Puffendorf 's Jus Gentium, tranſlated 
by the ſame hand. For accidental quarters of hours, read works 
of invention, wit, Wa humour, of the beſt, and not of trivial au- 
thors, either ancient or modern: 
Whatever buſineſs you have, do it the firſt moment you can; 
never by halves, but finiſh it without i interruption, if viollible. 
Buſineſs muſt not be ſauntered and trifled with ; and you muſt 
not ſay to it, as Felix did to Paul; © at a more convenient ſca- 
« ſon 1 will ſpeak to thee.” The moſt convenient ſeaſon for buſi- 
neſs is the firſt 3 but ſtudy and buſineſs, in ſome meaſure, point 
out their own times, to a man of ſenſe ; time is much oftener 


5 Er ſquandered 
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ate away in the wrong . ahi and improper MPI of 
amuſement and pleaſures, 


Many people think that they are in pletirhs; provided they are 
neither in ſtudy nor in buſineſs. Nothing like it; they are do- 
ing nothing, and might juſt as well be aſleep. "They: contract 
habitudes from lazineſs, and they only frequent thoſe places 
where they are free from all reſtraints and attentions. Be upon 
your guard againſt this idle profuſion of time; and let every 
place you go to be either the ſcene of quick and lively pleaſures, 
or the ſchool of your improvements: let every company you go 
into, either gratify your ſenſes,” extend your knowledge, or refine 

your manners. Have ſome decent object of gallantry in view at 
ſome places; frequent others, where people of wit and taſte afſem- 
ble; get into others, where people of ſuperior rank and dignity 
command reſpect and attention from the reſt of the company; 
but pray frequent no neutral places, from mere idleneſs and indo- 
lence. Nothing forms a young man ſo much as being uſed to 
keep reſpectable and ſuperior company, where a conſtant regard 
and attention is neceſſary. It is true, this is at firſt a diſagteeable 
ſtate of reſtraint; but it ſoon grows habitual, and conſequently 
eaſy; and you are amply paid for it, by the improvement you 
make, and the credit it gives you. What you faid ſome time ago 
was very true, concerning de Palais Royal ; to one of your age 
the ſituation is difagreeable. enough; you cannot expect to be 
much taken notice of: but all that time you can take notice of 
others; obſerve their manners, decypher their characters, and i in- 
ſenſibly you will become one of the company. 

All this I went through myſelf, when I was of your age, I 
have fate hours in company, without being taken the leaſt notice 
of; but then I took notice of them, and learned, in their com- 
Vor. II. 1 G g pany, 
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pany, how to behave: myſelf better im the ment, till by degrees I 

became part of the beſt companies myſelſ But. I took/ great care 
not to laviſh away my time in thôſe companies, where there 
were neither quick pleafures; nor” uſeful improvements to be 
expected. 8 rl Heth 1 hog aggus 28 
| $loth, indolence, and mnolleſſe are pernicious and unbecoming 
a young fellow ; let them be your” reſource forty years hence at 
ſooneſt. Determine; at all events, and however diſagreeable it 
may be to you in ſome reſpects, and for ſome time, to keep the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed and faſhionable company of the place you are 
at, either for their rank, or for their learning, or le bel eſprit et le 
got. This gives you credentials to the beſt companies, wherever 
you go afterwards. Pray, therefore, no indolence, no lazineſs; 
but employ every minute of your life in active pleaſures, or uſeſul 
employments. Addreſs yourſelf to ſome woman of faſhion and 
beauty, wherever you are, and try how far that will go. If the 
place be not ſecured beforehand, and gartiſoned, nine times in 
ten you will take it. By attentions and reſpect, you may always 
get into the higheſt company; and by ſome admiration and 
applauſe, whether merited or not, you may be ſure of being 
welcome among les ſcavants et les beaux efprits. There are but 
theſe three ſorts of company for a young fellow; there being 
neither pleaſure nor profit in any other. 

My uneaſineſs with regard to your health is this moment 
removed by your letter of the 8th, N. S. which, by what accident 
I do not know, I did not receive before. | 
TI long to read Voltaire's Rome Sauvbe, which, by the very 
faults that your /evere critics find with it, I am ſure I ſhall 
like; for I will, at any time, give up a good deal of regularity 
for a great deal of brillant; and for the brillant, ſurely nobody 
is equal to Voltaire, Catiline's conſpiracy is an unhappy. ſubjeR 

| for 
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„ it is tooſingle, and gives no opportunity to the 
poet to extite any of the tender paſſions ;; the whole is one in- 
tended act of horror. Crebilloni was ſenſible of this defect, and 
to create another intereſt, moſt abſurdly made ! in love 
with Cicero's daughter, and her with him. | 
J am very glad that you went to Verſailles, and Jined with 
Monſieur de St. Conteſt. That is company, to learn t bonnes ma- 
nieres in; and it ſeems you had les hont anorgeaum into the bargain. 
Though you were no part of the King of France's converſation 
with the foteign miniſters, and probably not much entertained 
with it; do you think that it is not very uſeful to you to hear it, 
and to obſerve the turn and manners of people of that ſort ? It is 
extremely uſeful to know it well. The ſame in the next rank of 
people, ſuch as miniſters of ſtate, &c. in whoſe company, though 
you cannot yet, at your age, bear .a part, and conſequently be 
diverted, you will obſerve and learn, what hereafter it may be 
neceſſary for you to act. | 
Tell Sir John Lambert, that I hens this day fixed Mr. Spencer! n 
having his credit upon him; Mr. Hoare had alſo recommended 
him. I believe e, will ſet out next month for ſome 
place in France, but not Paris. I am ſure he wants a great deal of 
France, for at preſent he is moſt entirely Engliſh ; and you know. 
very well what I think of that, And fo we, bid n nn 
la night, . ee oi 
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TTER LV. 


London, March the 16th, O. 8. 7 52. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


OW do you go on "wich the moſt uſeful and moſt neceſſary 
I of all ſtudies, the ſtudy of the world? Do you find that 
you gain knowledge? And does your daily experience at once 
extend and demonſtrate your improvement? You will poſſibly aſk 
me how you can judge of that yourfelf. I will tell you a ſure 
way of knowing. Examine yourſelf, and fee whether your no- 
tions of the world are changed, by experience, from what they 
were two years ago in theory; for that alone is one favourable 


y mptom of improvement. At that age (I remember it in myſelf) 
every notion that one forms is erroneous ; one hatli ſeen few mo- 


dels, and thoſe none of the beſt, to form one's-ſelf upon. One 
thinks that every thing is to be carried by ſpirit "and vigour; that 
art is meanneſs, and that verſatility and complaiſance are the re- 
fuge of puſillanimity and weakneſs. This moſt miſtaken opinion 
gives an indelicacy, a bruſpuerie, and a roughneſs, to the manners. 
Fools, who can never be undeceived, retain them as long as they 
lire: reflection, with a little experience, makes men of ſenſe 
ſhake them off ſoon.” When they come to be a little better ac- 


| quainted with themſelves, and with their own ſpecies, they diſco- 


»-, 


ver, that plain right reaſon is, nine times in ten, the fettered and 
| ſhackled: attendant of the triumph of the heart and the paſſions ; 
and, conſequently, they addreſs themſelves nine times in ten to the 
conqueror, not to the conquered : and conquerors, you know, muſt 
be applied to in the gentleſt, the moſt engaging,” and the moſt 
 infaating manner. Have you ſound out that every woman is 


infallibly 


ro WS OW 


ne 6 to be 1 by every ſort of n. and every man by 
one ſort or other? Have y diſcovered what variety” of little 
things affect the Heart, and 157 ſurely they collectlvehy gain it? 
If you have, you have made ſome progreſs. I would try a man's 
knowledge of the world, as I would a ſchool-boy's knowledge of 
Horace; not by making him conſtrue Mecænas atavis edite regi- 
bas, which he could do in the firſt form; but by examining him 
as to the delicacy and curigſa felicitas of that poet. A man re- 
quires very little knowledge and experience of the world, to un- 
derſtand glaring, high-coloured, and decided characters; they are 
but few, and they ſtrike at firſt: but to diſtinguiſh the almoſt 
imperceptible ſhades, and the nice gradations of virtue and vice, 
ſenſe and folly, ſtrength and weakneſs (of which characters are 
commonly compoſed) demands ſome experience, great obſerva- 
vation, and minute attention. In the ſame caſes moſt people do 
the ſame things, but with this material difference, upon which 
the ſucceſs commonly turns, — A man who hath ſtudied the 
world knows when to time, and where to place them; he 
hath analyſed the characters he applies to, and adapted his 
addreſs and his arguments to them: but a man, of what 
is called plain good ſenſe, who hath only reaſoned by him- 
ſelf, and not acted with mankind, miſ-times, miſ-places, runs 
precipitately and bluntly at the a and falls upon his noſe 
in the way, In the common manners of ſocial life, every man 
of common ſenſe hath the rudiments, the A B C of civility ; the 
means not to offend ; and even wiſhes to pleaſe : and, if he hath 
any real merit, will be received and tolerated in good company. 

But that is far from being enough; for though he may be received, 

he will never be deſired; though he does not offend, he will never 
be loved, but, like one little, inſignificant, neutral power, fur- 
Tounded by great ones, he will neither be feared nor courted by 


any; 
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any; but, by turns, invaded by all, whenever it is theix intereſt. 
A moſt, contemptible ſituation 1;Whereas, a man who, bath care. 
fully attended to, and experienced, the various workings of the 
heart, and the artifices of the head; and who, by one ſhade, can 
trace the progreſſion of the whole colour; who can, at the proper 
times, employ all the ſeveral. means of perſuading the underſtand- 
ing, and engaging the heart; may and will have enemies; but 
will and muſt have friepds: he may be oppoſed, but he will 
be ſupported too; his talents may excite the jealguly; of ſome, 
but his engaging arts will make him beloved by. many more; he 
will be confiderable, he will be conſidered. Many different qua- 
lifcations muſt conſpire to form fuch a man, and to make him at 
once reſpectable and amiable, and the leaſt muſt be joined to the 
greateſt ; the latter would be unavailing, without the former ; and 
the former would be futile and frivolous, without the latter. 
Learning is acquired, by reading books ; but the much more 
neceſſary learning, the knowledge of the world, is only to be acquir- 
ed by reading men, and ſtudying all the various editions of them. 
Many words in every language are generally thought to be ſyno- 
nimous; but thoſe who ſtudy the language attentively will find, 
that "hap is noſuch thing; they will diſcover ſome little difference, 
ſome diſtinction, between all thoſe words that are vulgarly called 
ſynonimous ; one hath always more energy, extent, or delicacy, 
than another: it is the ſame with men; all are in general, and 
yet no two in particular, exactly alike. Thoſe who have not 
accurately ſtudied, perpetually miſtake them: they do not 
diſcern the ſhades and gradations that diſtinguiſh characters ſcem- 
ingly alike. Company, various company, is the only ſchool for 
this knowledge. You ought to be, by this time, at leaſt in the 
third form of that ſchool, from whence the riſe to the uppermoſt 
is eaſy and quick; but then you muſt have application and viva- 
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where ind6lence and love of eaſe may be indulged. 995 
In the plan which I gave you in my laſt; fer your fre mo- 
tions, I forgot to tell you, that, if a King of the Romans ſhould 
be choſen: this year, you ſhall certainly be at that election; and 
as upon thoſe occafions, all ſtrangers are excluded from thi place 
of the election, except ſuch as belong to ſome Embaſlider, I 
have already eventually ſecured you a place in the ſuitè of the 
King's electoral Embaſſador, who will be ſent upon that account 
to Frankfort, or wherever elſe the election may be. This will not 


only ſecure you a fight of the ſhow, but a knowledge of the whole _ 


thing; which is likely to be a conteſted one, from the oppofition 
of ſome of the Electors, and the proteſts of ſome of the Princes 
of the Empire. That election, if there is one, will, in my opini- 
on, be a memorable æra in the hiſtory. of the Empire; pens at leaſt, 

if not ſwords, will be drawn; and ink, if not blood; will be plen- 
tifully ſhed, by the coateridichs parties in that diſpute. During 
the fray, you may ſecurely plunder, and add to your preſent ſtock 
of knowledge of the jus publicum imperii. The court of France 
hath, Jam told, appointed le Preſident Ogier, a man of great abi- 
lities, to go immediately to Ratiſbon, por y ſouffler la diſcorde. 
It muſt be owned, that France hath always profited ſkilfully of 
its having guarantied the treaty. of Munſter ; which hath given it a. 


conſtant pretence to thruſt itſelf into the affairs of the Empire. 
When France got Alſace yielded by treaty, it was very willing to 


have held it as a fief of the Empire; but the Empire was 
then wiſer. Every power ſhould be very careful, not to give. 
the leaſt pretence to a neighbouring power to meddle. with the 

affairs of its interior. Sweden hath. already felt the effects. 


That letter is miſſing, 


4 


23 
and you muſt tiot. only beat with; but even ſeek, reſtraint 
in woll companies, inſtead of ſtagnating in ont or two only, 


of 
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of the Czarina's calling herſelf guarantee of it's - preſent 
form of government, in conſequence of the treaty of Neuſtadt, 
confirmed afterwards by that of Abo; though, in truth, that 
guarantee was rather a provigon againſt Ruſlia's attempting to 
alter the then new eſtabliſhed form of government in Sweden, 
than any right given to Ruſſia, to hinder the Swedes from efta- 
bliſhing what farm of government they pleaſed. Read them both, 
if you can get them. Adieu. 


LET TER LVI. 


| London, April the 13th, O. S. 1752. 
M DEAR FRIEND, bas > ns 0 


Receive this moment your letter of the 19th, N. S. with the 

encloſed pieces relative to the preſent diſpute between the King 
and the Parliament. I ſhall return them by Lord Hunting- 
don, whom you will ſoon ſee at Paris, and who will likewiſe 
carry you the piece, which I forgot in making up the packet 
I ſent you by the Spaniſh Embaſſador. The repreſentation 
of the Parliament is very well drawn, ſuaviter in modo fortiter in 
re. They tell the King very reſpectfully, that in a certain caſe, 
| which they ſhould think it criminal to ſuppoſe, they would not obey 
him. This hath a tendency to what we call here revolution 
principles. I do not know what the Lord's anointed, his vice- 
gerent upon earth, divinely appointed by him, and accountable 
to none but him for his actions, will either think or do, upon 
theſe ſymptoms of reaſon and good ſenſe, which ſeem to be 
breaking out all over France ; but this I foreſee, that before the 
end of this century, the trade of both King and Prieſt will not be 
half ſo good a one as it has been. Du Clos, in his refleAions, 
lach obſerved, and 9 truly, qu il y a un germe de raiſon qui 
7 OO Commence 


ir Se 860 % % 4a, 
commtnce 2 " dvelopper un Erhebt. M hols b that mult 
probe fatał to Regal and Papal pretenfions. Prudence thay; in 
many cafes, recommend an occaſional ſubmiſſionh to either; but 
when that ignotance, upon which an implicit faith in both could 
only be mda ge ofice removed, God's Vicegerentz and Chriſt's 
Vicar; will only be obeyed and believed, as fat as what the one 
orders, and the other ſays, is 2otifebitableits reaſon and to truth. 
1 am very glad (to uſe a vulgar expreſſion) that ou male as if 
yo were not well; though you really are; I am ſure it is the 
likelieſt way to keep ſo. Pray leave off entirely your greaſy, 
heavy paſtry, fat creams, and indigeſtible dumplings; and then 
you need not confine yourſelf to white meats, which I do not- 
take to be one jot wholeſomer than beef, mutton, and partridge. 
Voltaire ſent me from Berlin his Hiſtory du Sizcle de Louis XIV. 
It came at a very proper time ; Lord Bolingbroke had juſt taught 
me how Hiſtory ſhould be read ; Voltaire ſhows me how it ſhould 
be written. I am ſenſible, that it will meet with almoſt as many cri- 
tics as readers. Voltaire muſt be criticiſed : beſides, every man's 
favourite is attacked ; for every prejudice is expoſed, and our pre- 
judices are our miſtreſſes; reaſon is at beſt our wiſe, very often 
heard indeed, but ſeldom. minded. It is the hiſtory of the hu- 
man underſtanding, written by a man of parts, for the uſe of men 
of parts.” Weak minds will not like it, even though they do not 
underſtand it; which is commonly the meaſure of their admi- - 
ration. Dull ones will want thoſe minute, and unintereſting 
details, with which moſt other hiſtories are incumbered. He tells 
me all I want to know, and nothing more, His reflections are 
ſhort, juſt, and produce others in his readers. Free from religi- 
ous, philoſophical, political, and national prejudices, beyond any 
hiſtorian Jever met with, he relates all thoſe matters as truly and 


as impartially, as certain regards, which muſt always be to ſome 
Vol. II. JW? . | degree 
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degree obſerved, will allow him: for one ſees plainly, that he 
often ſays much leſs than he would fay, if he might. He hath 
made me much better acquainted with the times of Lewis XIV, 
than the innumerable volumes which I had read could do; and 
hath ſuggeſted this reflection to me, which I bad never made be- 
fore—His vanity, not his knowledge, made him encourage all, 
and introduce many, arts and ſciences in his country. He opened 
in a manner the human underſtanding in France, and brought it 
to its umoſt perfection; his age equalled in all, and greatly ex- 
ceeded in many things (pardon me, pedants!) the Auguſtan. This 
was great and rapid; but ſtill it might be done, by the encou- 
rage ment, the applauſe, and the rewards, of a vain, liberal, and 
magnificent Prince. What is much more ſurpriſing, is, that he 
ſtopped the operations of the human mind, juſt where he pirated ; 
and ſeemed to fay, © thus far ſhalt thou go, and no farther.” For, 
a bigot to his religion, and jealous of his power, free and rational 
thoughts upon either, never entered into a French head during 
his reign ; and the greateſt geniuſes that ever any age produced, 
never entertained a doubt of the divine right of Kings, or the in- 
fallibility of the church. Poets, Orators, and Philoſophers, igno- 
rant of their natural rights, cheriſhed their chains ; and blind 
active faith triumphed, in thoſe great minds, over filent and paſ- 
five reaſon. The reverſe of this ſeems now to be the caſe in 
France: reaſon opens itſelf ; fancy and invention fade and decline. 
I will fend you a copy of this hiſtory, by Lord Huntingdon, 
as I think it very probable, that it is not allowed to be publiſhed. 
and fold at Paris. Pray read it more than once, and with atten- 
tion, particularly the ſecond volume ; which contains ſhort, but 
very clear accounts of many very intereſting things, which are 
talked of by every body, though fairly underſtood by very few. 
T here are two very puerile affectations, which I wiſh this book 
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had been free from; the one is, the total ſubverſion of all the old 
_ eſtabliſhed French abb the other is, the not making 
uſe of any one capital letter „ the whole book, except at 
the beginning of a paragraph. It offends my eyes to ſee rome, 
paris, france, cæſar, henry the 4th, &c. begin with ſmall letters; 
and I do not- conceive, that there can be any reaſon for doing it, 
half ſo ſtrong as the reaſon of long uſage is to the contrary. This 
is an affectation below Voltaire; who, I am not aſhamed to fay 
that I admire and delight in, as an e, equally in * and 
in verſe. 

I had a letter, a few days ago, from Monſieur du Boccage ; 3 in 
which he ſays, Monfieur Stanbope 5 eft jette dans la politique, et je 
crois qu il y reuffira ; you do very well, it is your deſtination ; but 
remember, that, to ſucceed in great things, one muſt firſt learn 
to pleaſe in little ones. Engaging. manners and addreſs muſt pre- 
pare the way for ſuperior knowledge and abilities to a& with 
effect. The late Duke of Marlborough's manners and addreſs 
prevailed with the firſt King of Pruſſia, to let his troops remain 
in the army of the allies ; when neither their repreſentations, nor 
his own ſhare in the common cauſe, could do it. The Duke of 
Marlborough had no new matter to urge to him; but had a man- 
ner, which he could not, nor did not reſiſt, Voltaire, among a 
thouſand little delicate ſtrokes of that kind, ſays of the Duke de 
la Feuillade gu il eroit I homme le plus brillant et le plus aimable 
du Noiaume, et quoigue gendre du General et Miniſtre, il avoit pour 
lui la faveur publique. Various little circumſtances of that ſort 
will often make a man of great real merit be hated, if he hath 
not addreſs and manners, to make him be loved. Conſider all 
your own circumſtances ſeriouſly ; and you will find, that, of all 
arts, the art of pleaſing is the moſt neceſſary for you to ſtudy and 
poſſeſs. A filly tyrant faid, oderint modo timeant : a wiſe man 
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would have ſaid, modo ament nibil timendum eft mibi. Judge, from 
your own daily experience, of the efficacy of that pleaſing je ne 

feais quoi, when you feel, as you and every body certainly does, 
5 in men it is more engaging than knowledge, 'in women 
than beauty, 

1 long to ſee Lord and Lady „, (who are not yet arrived) 
becauſe” they have lately ſeen you; and: I always fancy, that l 
can fiſh out ſomething new concerning you, from thoſe who have 
. ſeen you laſt: not that 1 ſhall much rely upon their accounts, 
becauſe I diſtruſt the judgment of Lord and Lady * , in thoſe 
matters about which Jam moſt inquiſitive. They hate ruined 
their own ſon, by what they called and thought, loving him. 
They have made him believe that the world was made for him, 
not he for the world; and unleſs he ſtays abroad a great while, 
and falls into very good company, he will expect, what he will 
never find, the attentions and complaiſance from others, which he 
has bicherte been uſed to from Papa and Mamma. This, I fear, is 
too much the caſe of Mr. * * *; who, 1 doubt, will be run 
through the body, and be near dying, before he knows how to 
live, However you may turn out, you can never make me any 
of theſe reproaches. I indulged no filly, womaniſh fondneſs for 
you: inftead of infliting my tenderneſs upon you, I have taken 
all poffible methods to make you deſerve it ; and thank God 
you do; at leaſt, I know but one article, in which you are diffe- 
rent from what I could wiſh you; and you very well know 
what that is I want: That I and all the world ſhould 1 you, 
as well as J love you. Adieu. 
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London, * the 0 O. S. 1752. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 
A. oir du monds is, in my opinion, a very juſt am happy 


expreſſion, for having addreſs, manners, and for knowing 
how. to behave properly in all companies; and it implies very 
truly, that a man, who hath not thoſe accompliſhments, is not 
of the world. Without them, the beſt parts are inefficient, ci- 
vility is abſutd, and freedom offenſive. A learned parſon, ruſting 
in his cell, at Oxford or Cambridge, will reaſon admirably well 
upon the nature of man; will profoundly analyſe the head, the 
heart, the reaſon, the will, the paſſions, the ſenſes, the ſenti- 
ments, and all thoſe ſubdiviſions of we know not what; and yet, 
unfortunately, he knows nothing of man: ſor he hath not lived 
with him; and is ignorant of all the various modes, habits, pre- 
judices, and taſtes, that always - influence, and often determine 
him. He views man as he does. colours in Sir Iſaac Newton's 
priſm,” where only the capital ones are ſeen ; but an experienced 
dyer knows all their various ſhades and en together with 
the reſult of their ſeveral mixtures. Few men are of one plain, 
decided colour; moſt are mixed, ſhaded, and blended; and vary 
as much, from different ſituations, as changeable filks do from 
different lights. The man gui à du monde knows all this from 
his own experience and obſervation: the conceited, cloiſtered 
philoſopher knows nothing of it from his; own theory; his 
practice is abſurd and improper; and he acts as awkwardly as a 
man would dance, who had never ſeen others dance, nor learned 
of a dahcing-maſter; but who had only ſtudied the notes by 
which dances are now pricked down, as well as tunes, Obſerve 
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and imitate, then, the addreſs, the arts, and the manners of thoſe 
qui ont du monde : ſee by what methods they firft make, and 
afterwards improve impreſſions in their favour. Thoſe impreſſions 
are much oftener owing to little cauſes, than to intrinſic merit; 
which is leſs volatile, and hath not ſo ſudden an effect. Strong 
minds have undoubtedly an aſcendant over weak ones, as Galigai 
Maréchale d'Ancre very juſtly obſerved, when, to the diſgrace and 
reproach of thoſe times, the was executed for having governed 
Mary of Medicis by the arts of witchcraft and magic. But then 
aſcendant is to be gained by degrees, and by thoſe arts only which 
experience, and the knowledge of the world teaches ; for few are 
- mean enough to be bullied, though moſt are weak enough to be 
| bubbled. I have often ſeen people of ſuperior, governed by 
people of much inferior parts, without knowing or even ſuſpecting 
that they were ſo governed. This can only happen, when thoſe 
people of inferior parts have more worldly dexterity and experi- 
ence, than thoſe they govern. They ſee the weak and unguard- 
ed part, and apply to it: they take it, and all the reſt follows. 
Would you gain either men or women, and every man of ſenſe 
defires to gain both, i: faut du monde. You have had more op- 
portunities than ever any man had, at your age, of acquiring 
ce monde ; you have been in the beſt companies of moſt countries, 
at an age when others have hardly been in any company at all. 
You are maſter of all thoſe languages, which John Trott ſeldom 
ſpeaks at all, and never well ; conſequently you need be a ſtranger 
no where. This is the way, and the only way, of having du 
monde ; but if you have it not, and have ftill any coarſe ruſticity 


about you, may one not apply to you the ruſticus expectat of 
Horace? 


This knowledge of the world teaches us more particularly two 
things, both which are of infinite conſequence, and to neither of 


which 
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which nature inclines us; I mean, the command of our temper, 
and of our countenance. A man who has no onde is inflamed 
with anger, or annihilated with ſhame, at every. diſagreeable inci- 
dent: the one makes him act and talk like a madman, the 
other makes him look like a fool, But a man who has du monde, 
ſeems not to underſtand what he cannot or ought not to reſent, 
If he makes a ſlip himſelf, he recovers it by his coolneſs, inſtead 
of plunging deeper by his confuſion, like a ſtuinbling-horſe. 
He is firm, but gentle; and practiſes that moſt excellent maxim, 
 fuaviter in modo, fortiter in re. The other is the volte ſciotto - 
penſieri firetti, People, unuſed to the world, have babbling 
countenances ; and are unſkilful enough to ſhow, what they have 
ſenſe enough not to tell. In the courſe of the world, a man muſt 
very often put on an eaſy, frank countenance, upon very diſagree- 
able occaſions ; he muſt ſeem pleaſed, when he is very much other- 
wiſe; he muſt be able to accoſt and receive with ſmiles, thoſe whom 
he would much rather ineet with ſwords. In courts he muſt not 
turn himſelf infide out. All this may, nay muſt be done, 
without falſchood and treachery : for it muſt go no farther than 
politeneſs and manners, and muſt ſtop ſhort of aſſurances and pro- 
feſſions of fimulated friendſhip. Good manners, to thoſe one does 
not love, are no more a breach of truth, than your humble ſervant 
at the bottom of a challenge is ; they are univerſally agreed upon 
and underſtood, to be things of XIE I They are neceſſary guards 
of the decency, and peace of fociety : they muſt only act defenſively ; 
and then not with arms poiſoned by perfidy. Truth, but not 
the whole truth, muſt be the invariable principle of every man, 
who hath either religion, honour, or prudence. Thoſe who 

_ violate it, may be cunning, but they are not able. Lies and per- 
fidy are the refuge of fools and cowards. Adieu! 


8 
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P. 8. I muſt recommend to you again, to take your leave of 
all your French acquaintance, 1n in ſuch a manner as may make 
them regret your departure, and wiſh to ſee and welcome you at 
Paris again; where you may poſſibly return before it is very long. 
This muſt not be done in a cold, civil manner, but with, at leaſt, 
ſeeming warmth, ſentiment, and concern. Acknowledge the 
obligations you have to them, for the kindneſs they have ſhown 
you, during your ſtay at Paris; aſſure them, that, wherever you 
are, you ſhall remember them with gratitude z wiſh for oppor- 
tunities of giving them proofs of your plus tendre et reſpectueux 
ſouvenir ; beg of them, in caſe your good fortune ſhould carry you 
to any part of the world where you could be of any the leaſt uſe 
to them, that they would employ you without reſerve. Say all 
this, and a great deal more, emphatically and pathetically ; for 
you know /i vis me flere. This can do you no harm, if you never 
return to Paris 3 but, if you do, as probably you may, it will be of 
infinite uſe. to you. Remember too, not to omit going to every 
houſe, where you have ever been once, to take leave, and recom- 
mend yourſelf to their remembrance. The reputation which you 
leave at one place, where you have been, will circulate, and you 
will meet with it at twenty places, where you are to 80 That 
is a labour never quite loft, 

This letter will ſhow you, that the accident which POOR to 
me yeſterday, and of which Mr. Grevenkop gives you an ac- 
count, hath had no bad conſequences. My eſcape was a great 
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MY DEAR FRIEND, enden, N l eee 
I BREAK my word by writing this letter ; but 1 break it on 
the allowable fide, by doing more than I promiſed. T have 
pleaſure 1 in writing to you ; and you may poſlibly have ſome pro- 
fit in reading what I write : either of the motives were ſufficient 
for me, both I cannot withſtand. By your laſt, I calculate that 
you will leave Paris this day ſe'nnight; upon that I dr 
this letter may ſtill find you there. 
Colonel Perry arrived here two or three days ago, and ſent me 
a book from you, Caſſandra abridged. I am ure it cannot be 
too much abridged. The ſpirit of that moſt voluminous work, 
fairly extracted, may be contained in the ſmalleſt duodecimo; : and 
it is moſt aſtoniſhing, that there ever could have been people idle 
enough to write or read ſuch end leſs heaps of the ſame ſtuff. It 
was, however, the occupation of thouſands in the laſt century 
and is ſtill the private, though diſavowed, amuſement of young 
girls, and ſentimental ladies- A love- ſick girl finds, in the Cap- 
tain whom ſhe is in love with, all the courage and all the graces 
of the tender and accompliſhed Oroondates ; and many a grown- 
up, ſentimental lady, talks delicate Clelia to the hero, whom ſhe 
would engage to eternal love, or laments with her that love is 
not eternal. 2 
Ah qui il eſt doux d aimer, Fon aimoit toujours! :; 
Mais helas ! il n E. point d eternelles amours. ary 


It is, however, very well to have read one of thoſe extravagant 
Vow. HB. F . | works, 
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works (of all which La Galprenede's are the 1beft}: becauſe. it is 
well to be able totally with ſotne degtee of knowledge, upon all 
thoſe ſubjects, that other people talk ſometimes upon; and, 1 
would by no means have any thing, that is known to others, be 
totally unknown to vou. It is a great advantage for any man, to be 
able to talk, or to hear, neither ignorantly nor abſurdly, upon 
any ſubject; for I have known people, who have not ſaid one 
word, hear ignorantly and abſurdly ; it has en in teen in- 
attentive ald unmeaning face. Tf 
This, I think, is as little likely to A: to youg: ag-to any 
body of your age; and if you will but add a verſatility, and eaſy 
conformity of manners, I know'no ane in which you are 
likely to be de trop. 
This - verſatility is more particularly accaſſirg: te you at this 
time, now that you. are going to ſa many different places; for 
though the manners and cuſtoms of the ſeveral courts of Germany 
are in general the ſame, yet every one has its particular characte- 
riſtic ; ſome peculiarity or other, which diſtinguiſhes it from the 
next. This you ſhould carefully attend to, and immediately 
adopt. Nothing flatters people more, nor makes ſtrangers fo 
welcome, as ſuch an occaſional conformity. I do not mean by 
this, that you ſhould mimic the air and ſtiffneſs of every awkward 
German court; no, by no means; but I mean that you. ſhould 
only chearfully comply, and fall in with certain, local. habits, ſuch 
as ceremonies, diet, turn of converſation, | &. People, who are 
lately come from Paris, and who have been a good while there, 
are generally ſuſpected, and eſpecially in Germany, of having a 
degree of contempt for every other place. Take great care that 
nothing of this kind appear, at leaſt outwardly, in your behaviour; 
but commend whatever deſerves any degree of. commendation, 


wichout comparing it with what 10 _ have left much better 
Lt of 
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of the Ane Kibdd at Paris. As for igſtance the German kitchen 

is; without doubr;; execrable, and the Frenchidelicigus ; hoyyeyer, 

never commend the French kitchen at a German table z but cat 

of what you can find tolerable there, and commend it, without 

comparing it to any thing better. I have known many Britiſh 

vahocs; who, though while they were at Paris conformed to 

no one French cuſtom, as ſoon as they got any where elſe, talked 

ol nothing but what they did, ſaw; and eat, at Paris. The freedom 

of the French is not to be uſed indiſcriminately at all the courts 

in Germany, though their eaſineſs may, and ought 5 but that 

too at ſome places more than others. The courts of Manheim and 

Bonn, I take to be a little more unbarbariſed than ſome others; k 

that of Maience, an eccleſiaſtical one, as well as that of Preves, 

(neither of which is much frequented: by. foreigners) retains, I con- 

ceive; a great deal of the Goth and Vandal ſtill. There, more 

reſerve and ceremony are neceſſary; and not a word of the French. 

At Berlin, you cannot be too French. Hanover, Brunſwick, 

Caſſel; We are of 80 mixed kind, un Sew: decrottes, mais 60. 

| Mr. bY, 

Aman thing, a I moſt l . to you, 
not only in Germany, but in every part of the world, where you 
may ever be, is, not only real, but ſeeming attention, to whoever 
you ſpeak to, or to whoever ſpeaks to you. There is nothing ſo 
brutally ſhocking, nor ſo little forgiven, as a ſeeming inattention 
to the perſon who is ſpeaking to you; and I haye known many 
a man khocked down, for (in my opinion) a much lighter pro- 
voration, than that ſhocking, inattention which I mean, I have 
ſern many people, who, while you are ſpeaking to them, inſtead 
of dooking at, and attending to you, fix theit eyes upon the ceil- 
ing or ſome other part of the room, look out of the window, 

Pay with'a dog, twirl their ſnuff-box, or pick 5H noſe... Ng- 

1i 2 thing 
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Ming Uiſedvers" à little; Filtile, ſtivolous mind thore cam this, and 
nothing is ſo offenfively 1-bred : it is an explicit declaration on 
your part, that every, the moſt trifling object, deſerves your atten- 
tion more than all that can be ſaid by the perſon who is Fpeak- 
ing to you. Judge of the ſentiments of hatred and reſentment, 
which ſuch treatment muſt excite, in every breaſt where any degree 
of ſelf-love dwells ; and 1'am ſure, I never yet met with that 
breaſt where there was not a great deal. I repeat it again and 
again; (for it is highly neceſfary for you to remember it 3) that fort 
of vanity and ſelf-love is inſeparable from human nature, whate- 
ver may be it's rank or condition; even your footman will ſooner 
forget and forgive a beating, than any manifeſt mark of flight and 
contempt. Be therefore, I beg of you, not only really, but ſeem- 
ingly and manifeſtly, attentive to whoever ſpeaks to you; nay 
more, take their tone, and tune yourſelf to their uniſon. Be ſe- 
Tious with the fetions, gay with the gay, and trifle with the tri- 
flers. In aſſuming theſe various ſhapes, endeavour to make each 
of them ſeem to ſit eaſy upon you, and even to appear to be your 
own natural one. This is the true and uſeful verſatility, of 


which a thorough knowledge of the world at once . en the 
utility, and the means of acquiring. L 


T am very ſure, at leaſt I hope, that you will never Wel uſe 
of a ſilly expreſſion, which is the favourite expreſſion, and the 
abſurd excuſe of all fools and blockheads; I cannot do ſucb a 
hing: a thing by no means; either morally or phyfically impoſ- 
ſible. I cannot attend long together to the ſame thing, ſays one 
fool : that is, he is ſuch a fool that he will not. I remember 
a very awkward fellow, who did not know what to do with his 
ſword, and who always took it off before dinner, ſaying, that the 
could not poſſibly dine with his fword on; upon which I could 
not W telling him, that 1 "_ believed he could, without any 


probable 
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probable — to himſelf, or others. It is a ſhame, and 
an ahfurdity, for any man to ſay, that he cannot do all thoſe ** 
which are commonly done by all the reſt of mankind, _ 

Another thing, that I muſt earneſtly warn you againſt, 1s 
lazineſs 3 by which more people have loſt the fruit of their tra- 
yels, than (perhaps) by any other thing. Pray be always in 
motion. Early in the morning go and fee things; and the xeſt 
of the day go and ſee people. If you ſtay but a week at a place, 
and that an inſignificant one, ſee, however, all that is to be ſeen 
there; know as many people, and get into as many houſes, as 
ever you can. 

recommend to you likewiſe, though ER you hae 
thought of it yourlelf, to carry in your pocket, a map of 
Germany, in which the poſt-roads are marked; and: alſo ſome 
ſhort book. of travels through Germany. The former will help 
to imprint in your memory ſituations and diſtances; and the 
latter will point out many things for you to ſee, that might 
otherwiſe poſſibly eſcape you; and which, though they may be 
in themſelves of little conſequence; you would regret not bains 
ſeen, aſter baving been at the places where they were. | 

Thus warned and provided for your journey, God ſpeed. you; A 
Felix, fauſtumque fit! Adieu. 


eee "1" 8 8. 


London, May the 1 528 O. S. 1752. 
MY. DEAR FRIEND, 


Send you the encloſed original, from a d of ours, ich my 
own commentaries upon the text; a text which I have ſo often 
puophrſed, and commented upon already, . tha I believe I gan 
1 010 | hardly- 
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Hardl W119 1 CE TED nech S 900 Byr oft erz Feat vE% 
a. argily * * Ie ho [1 

over, t till I a m better convinced, ak 1 Fer am chat "th EA all 
the utility, the importance, and the neceffity of it; nay, trot” only 
feel, but practice it, Your panegyriſt alto os you, what moſt fa- 
thers would be more than ſatisfied wich, im a "fon, atid' chides me 
for not contenting myſelf with Feſſenllellement zen; but I, Who 
have been in no one reſpe& like other fathers, cannot neither, 
like them, content myſelf with 7 eſſerttiellement gon; becavſe''f 
know that It will not do Finale buſineſs 1 in the world, c AIRS You 
thei ſons, or, at leaſt, moſt of them care more for their! wer . 
and, conſequently content themſelves with gieing them, at the 
cheapeſt rate, the common run of education; that is, a ſohool 
till eighteen; ; the univerſity till twenty; ; and a couple of years 
riding poſt through the ſeveral towns of Europe; impatient till 
their boobies come home to be married, and, as they call it, ſet- 
fled. Of thoſe who really loye their ſons, few know how to do it. 
Some ſpoil them by fondling them, while they are young, and then 
quarrel with them when they are grown up, for having been ſpoiled; 
ſome love them like mothers, and attend only to the bodily 
health and Arengrh. of the hopes of _ kun, mann ki 
the increaſe of his bulk; while bids minding, as I they 
think, only effentials, take | pains and pleaſure to Tee” in their 
heir, all their f. vourite weakneſſes and imperfections. I hope 
and believe that l have kept clear of all theſe errors, in the edu- 
cation which I have given you, No weakneſſes of my own have 
warped it, no parſimony has ſtarved it, no rigour has deformed 
it. Sound and extenſive learning was the foundation which” 1 
meaned to 1a) 1 habe lad it; but that alone, 1 knew, would by 
no means be ſufficient : : the ornamental, the it; the Heat: 
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into zh de tire We e HT er, at an age when 
others either -guzzle. at the univerſity, or are {ent abroad 10 Kn. 
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tude te ts ce pedantic, Scotch Governor, „The 
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hindrance... They are feared and Aue in thole Places, as too 
ſexere, if. not ſmoothed and introduced by the graces; but of | 
theſe, graces, of this neceſſary beau verms, it ſeems there are ſtill 
quelques couches, qui manquent. Now, pray let me aſk You, coolly 
and ſeriouſly, Pourquoi ces couches mMangquent. elles ? For you may as 
cafily. take them, as you may wear more or leſs powder in your 
hair, More. or - Jeſs Jace upon your coat. 1 can, therefore, account 
far your wanting them, no other way in the world, than from 
your not being yet convinced o of their full value. You have. heared. 
ſome, Engliſh bucks ſay, © Damn theſe fnical outlandiſh airs, give 
% me a, manly, reſolute manner. They make a rout with their 
« graces, and talk. like a parcel of dancing-maſters, | and dreſs 
0 like a parcel of fops; one good Engliſhman will beat three 
« of them.” But let your own obſervation undeceive vou of 
ches c prejudices. 4 will give you one inſfance Only, inſtead of 
an hundred that I could give you,. of a very ſhining fortune and 
figure, raiſed , upon. no, other foundation whatſoever,” than t. that 
of addreſs, manners, and graces. Between you and me (for this 
example; muſt go. no farther) what do you think made our friend, 
Lange ae Fe Colonel of a regiment | of guards, Governor * 
Virginia, ; Gro m of the Stole, and Embaſſador t to Paris; ; amount 
ing in all to, ixteen or ſeventeen, thouſand pounds. a year? Was 
it his birth No; a Dutch gentleman only. Was it his eltate? 


No, 
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No, he had none. Was it his learning, his parts, his political 
abilities and application? 'You can anſwer theſe queſtions as 
eaſily, and as ſoon, as I can aſk them. What was it then ? Many 
people wondered, but I do not; for I know, and will tell you. 
It was his air, his addreſs, his manners, and his graces. He 
pleaſed, and by pleaſing became a favourite; and by becoming a 
favourite became all that he has been Rae Show me any one 
inſtance, where intrinſic worth and merit, unaſſiſted by exterior 
accompliſhments, have raiſed any man fo high. You know the 
Duc de Richelieu, now Marechal, Cordon bleu, Gentilhomme de la 
Chambre, twice Embaſſador, &'c. By what means? Not by the 
purity of his character, the depth of his knowledge, or any un- 
common penetration and ſagacity. Women alone formed and 
raiſed him, The Dutcheſs of Burgundy took a fancy to him, 
and had him before he was ſixteen years old; this put him in 
faſhion among the beau monde: and the late Regent's eldeſt 
daughter, now Madame de Modene, took him next, and was 
near marrying him. Theſe early connections with women of the 
firſt diſtinction, gave him thoſe manners, graces, and addreſs, 
which you ſee he has; and which, I can affure you, are all that 
he has; for, ſtrip him of them, and he will be one of the pooreſt 
men in Europe. Man nor woman cannot reſiſt an engaging ex- 
terior; it will pleaſe, it will make its way. You want, it ſeems, but 
quelques couches ; for God's ſake loſe no time in getting them; and 
now that you have gone fo far, complete the work. Think of no- 
thing elſe till that work is finiſhed : unwearied application will bring 
about any thing; and ſurely your application can never be fo 
welFemployed as upon that object, which is abſolutely neceſſary 
to facilitate all others. With your knowledge and parts, if 
adorned by manners and graces, what may you not hope one day 


to-be ? But without them you will be in the ſituation of a man 


Who 
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ho ſhould be very fleet of obe leg, but very lame of this other. 
He could not run, the lame leg would wa and Are the wel 
one: which would be very near uſcleſ v. 

From my original plan for your — 1 wenne to FRO. 
you, un homme univerſel 3 ; what depended upon me is executed, 
the little that remains undone depends ſingly upon you. Do not 
then diſappoint, when you can ſo eafily gratify me. It is your 
own' intereſt which I am preſſing you to purſue, and it is the only 
return that I deſire for all * care and affection of, Tour. 
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ith. n attyt * 15 London, 1 80 the 31. O. 8. 1752. 
Mx DEAR: F RIEND, 


HE world is the book, ank the only one to which, at pre- 
ſent, I would have you apply yourſelf; and the thorough 
knowledge of it will be of more uſe to you, than all the books 
that erer were read. Lay aſide the beſt book whenever you can 
go into the beſt company; and depend upon it, you change for the 
better. However, as the moſt tumultuous life, whether of buſi- 
neſs or pleaſure, leaves ſome vacant moments every day, in which 
a book is the refuge of a rational being, I mean now to point 
out to you the method of employing thoſe moments (which will 
and ought to be but few) in the moſt advantageous manner. 
Throw away none of your time upon thoſe trivial, futile books, 
publiſhed by idle or neceſſitous authors, for the amuſement of idle 
and ignorant readers: ſuch fort of books ſwarm and buzz about 
one every day; flap them away, they have no ſting. Certum pere 
fem, have ſome one object for thoſe leiſure moments, and purſue 
that object {invariably till you have attained it; and then take 

Vol. II. . ſome 
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ſome other. For inſtance, conſidering your deſtination, I would 
adviſe you to ſingle out the. moſt remarkable and intereſting. Eras 
of modern hiſtory, and confine} all your reading to that ra. 
If you pitch upon the Treaty of Munſter, (and that is the proper 
period to begin with, in the courſe; which I am now recommend- 
ing) do not interrupt it by dipping and deviating into other books, 
unrelative to it: but conſult only, the moſt authentic hiſtories, 
letters, memoirs, and negociations, relative to that great tranſaction; 
reading and comparing them, with all that. caution, and diſtruſt 
which Lord Bolingbroke recommends to you, in a better manner 
and in better words than I. can. The next period, worth your 
particular knowledge, is the Treaty of the Pyrences ; which was 
calculated to lay, and in effect did lay, the foundation of the ſue- 
ceſſion of the Hſe of Bourbon to the crown of Spain. Pur- 
ſue that in the ſame manner, fingling, out of the millions of 
volumes written upon that occaſion, the two or three | moſt au- 
thentic ones ; and particularly letters, which are the beſt autho- 
rities in matters of negotiation. Next come the Treaties of 
Nimeguen and Ryſwick, poſtſcripts in a manner to thoſe of 
Munſter and the Pyrences. Thoſe two tranſactions have had 
great light thrown upon them by the publication of many 
authentic and original letters and pieces. The conceſſions made 
at the Treaty of Ryſwick, by the then triumphant Lewis the 
XIVth, aſtoniſhed all thoſe who viewed things only ſuperficially; 
but, I ſhould think, muſt have been eafily accounted. for by thoſe 
who knew the ſtate of the kingdom of Spain, as well as of the 
health:of it's King, Charles the IId, at that time. The interval, 
between the concluſion of the peace of Ryſwick, and the break- 
ing out of the great war in 1702, though a ſhozt, is a moſt inte- 
reſting one. Every week of it almoſt produced ſome great event. 
Two Partition treaties, the death of the King of Spain, his un- 
expected 
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expected Will, and the atceptance of it by 0 che XIVth, in 
violation of the ſecond treaty of partition, juſt ſigned and ratified | 
by him. Philip the Vth quietly and chearfully reteived in Spain, 
and acknowledged as King of it, by moſt of thoſe Powers; who 


afterwards joined in an alliance to dethrone him. 1 cannot help 
making this obſervation upon that occaſion , that character Has 
often more to do in gteat tranſactions, than vriidetive and 'ſound 
policy : for Lewis the XIVth gratified his - perſonal pride, by 
giving a Bourbon King to Spain, at the expence of the true inte- 
reſt of France, which would have acquired much more ſolid and 
permanent ſtrength by the addition of Naples, Sieily, and Lor- 
raine, upon the foot of the ſecond partition treaty ; and I think 
it was fortunate for Europe that he preferred the Will. It is 
true, he might hope to influence his grandſon ; but he could 
"never expect that his Bourbon ' poſterity in France ſhould influ- 
ence his Bourbon poſterity in Spain; he knew too well how weak 
the ties of blood are among men, and how much weaker ſtill 
they are among Princes. The Memoirs of Count Harrach, .and 
of Las Torres, give a good deal of light into the tranſactioris of 
the Court of Spain, previous to the death of that weak King; and 
the letters of the Marechal d' Harcourt, then the French Ambaſſador 
in Spain, of which I have authentic copies in manuſcript, from 
the year 1698 to 1701, have cleared up that whole affair to me. 
I keep that book for you. It appears by thoſe letters, that the 
imprudent conduct of the Houſe of Auſtria, with regard to the 
King and Queen of Spain, and Madame Berlips, her favourite, 
together with the knowledge of the partition treaty, which in- 
cenſed all Spain, were the true and only reaſons of the Will in 
favour of the Duke of Anjou. Cardinal Portocarrero, nor any of 
the Grandees, were bribed by France, as was generally reported 
an believed. at that time; which confirmis Voltaire's anecdote 
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upon that ſubject. Then opens a new ſcene and a new century: 
Lewis the XIVth's good fortune forſakes him, till the Duke of 
Marlborough and Prince Eugene make him amends for all the 
miſchief they had done him, by making the allies refuſe the terms 
of peace offered by him at Gertruydenberg. How the diſadvan- 
tageous peace of Utrecht was afterwards brought on, you have 
lately read; and you cannot inform yourſelf too minutely of all 
thoſe circumſtances, that treaty being the freſheſt ſource, from 
whence the late tranſactions of Europe have flowed. The alter- 
ations that have ſince happened, whether by wars or treaties, are 
ſo recent, that all the written accounts are to be helped out, proved, 
or contradicted, by the oral ones of almoſt every informed perſon, 
of a certain age or rank in life. For the facts, dates, and original 
pieces of this century, you will. find them in. Lamberti, till the 
year 171 5, and after that time in Rouſſet's Recueil. 
L. do not. mean that you ſhould. plod hours together in re- 
ſearches of this kind; no, you. may employ your time more uſe- 
fully; but I mean, that you ſhould make the moſt of the mo- 
ments you do employ, by method, and the purſuit of one ſingle 
object at a time; nor ſhould. I. call it a, digreſſion from that ob- 
ject, if, when you meet with. claſhing and jarring pretenſions of 
different Princes to the fame thing, you had immediately recourſe 
to other books, in which thoſe ſeveral pretenſions were clearly 
ſtated ; on the. contrary, that is. the only. way of. remembering 
thoſe conteſted rights and claims: for, were a man to read. tout 
de ſuite, Schwederus s. Theatrum Pretenfionum, he would only be 
confounded by the variety, and remember none of them; where- 
as, by examining them occaſionally, as they happen to occur, either 
in the courſe of your hiſtorical reading, or as they are agitated in 
your own times, you will. retain. them, by connecting them with 
thoſe hiſtorical: facts which occaſioned your inquiry. For ex- 
| aſs ample, 
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ample, had you read, in the courſe of two or three folios of Pre- 
tenſions, thoſe, among others, of the two Kings of England and 
Pruſſia to Ooſt Friſe, it is impoſſible that you ſhould have re- 
membered them; but now, that they are become the debated 
object at the Dyet at Ratiſbon, and the topic of all political 
converſations, if you conſult both books and perſons concerning 
them, and inform yourſelf thoroughly, you will never forget them 
as long as you live, You will hear a great deal of them on one 
fide; at Hanover; and as much on the other fide, afterwards, at 
Berlin :: hear both ſides, and. form your own opinion; but diſpute 
with neither. | 

Letters from foreign Miniſters to their Courts, and from Weir 
Courts to them, are, if genuine, the beſt and moſt authentic 
records you can read, as far as they go. Cardinal d' Oſſat's, Preſi- 
dent Jeannin's, D'Eſtrade's, Sir William Temple” s, will not only: 
inform your mind, but form: your ſtyle ; which, in letters of buſi- 
neſs, ſhould be very plain and imple, but, at the une time, ex- 
ceedingly clear, correct, and pure. 

All that I have ſaid may be reduced to theſe two or three 
plain principles; 1, Phat you ſhould now read very little, but 
converſe a great deal: 2dly, To read no uſelefs, unprofitable 
books: and, 3dly, That thoſe which you'do read; may all tend 
to a certain object, and be relative to, and conſequential' of each 
other; In this method; half an: hour's reading every day will 
carry you a great way. People ſeldom. know how to employ 
their time to the beſt advantage, till they have too little left to 
employ; but if, at your age, in the beginning of life; people 
would but conſider the value of it, and put every moment to in- 
tereſt, it is incredible what an additional fund of knowledge and 
pleaſure ſuch an œconomy would bring in. 1 look back with re- 
wor upon that large ſum of time, which, in my youth, I la- 
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viſhed away idly, without either improvement or pleaſure. Take 
warning betimes, and enjoy every moment; pleaſures do not 


commonly laſt ſo long as life, and therefore thould not be ne- 
glected; and the longeſt life is too . for n conſe- 


quently every moment is precious. | 

I am ſurpriſed at having received no letter from you ſince 
you left Paris. I ſtill direct this to Straſburgh, as I did my 
two laſt. I ſhall direct my next to the poſt-houſe at Maience, 
unleſs I receive, in the mean time, contrary inſtructions from you. 
Adieu! Remember /es attentions : + they muſt be your paſſports into 
9 company: 


L E T TE R LXT. 


| ACTS June the 23d, O.'S. 1752. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | 


Direct this Letter to Majence, jw 55 I think it is likely to 
1 meet you, ſuppoſing, as I do, that you ſtaid three weeks at 
Manheim after the date of your laſt from thence ; but ſhould 


you have ſtaid longer at Manheim, to which I have no objection, 


it will wait for you at Maience. Maience will not, I believe, 
have charms to detain you above a week; ſo that I reckon you 
will be at Bonn at the end of July, N. 8. There you may ſtay 
juſt as little or as long as you * and then proceed to Ha- 
nover. 

I had a letter, by the laſt poſt, * a relation of mine at Ha- 
nover, Mr. Stanhope Aſpinwall, who is in the Duke of New- 
caſtle's office, and has lately been appointed the King's Miniſter 
to the Dey of Algiers; a poſt, which, notwithſtanding your views 
of foreign affairs, I believe you do- not envy him, He tells me 


in 
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in 8 letter, there are very good lodgings. to be had: at one Mee. 
Meyers the next door to the Duke of Newcaſtle's, which he 
offers to take for you: I have deſired him to do it, in caſe Mis. 
Meyers will wait for you till the latter end of or the 
beginning of September, N. 8. which, I ſuppoſe, is aliwut» the: 
time. when you will be at Hanover. You will find this Mr. AC- 
pigwall of great uſe to you there. He will exert himſelf to the 
utmoſt to ſerve you: he has been twice or thrice-at Hanover, and: 
knows all the allires there: he is very well with the Duke of 
Newcaſtle, and will puff you there. Moreover, if you have a 
mind to. work as a volunteer in that bureau, he will aſſiſt and | 
inform you. In fhort, he is a very honeſt, ſenſible, and inform - 
ed man; mais ne paze pas beaucoup de ſa figure; il abuſe mime di 
privilege qu ont les hommes d etre laids ; et il ne ſera pas en * 
avec les Lions et let Leopards qu'il trouvera d Alger. 

As you are entirely maſter of the time when you will ln 
Bonn, and go to Hanover, ſo are you maſter to ſtay at Han- 
over, as long as you pleaſe, and to go from thence where you 
pleaſe; provided, that at Chriſtmas you are at Berlin, for the 
beginning of the carnival: this I would not have you ſay at 
Hanover, conſidering the mutual diſpoſition of thoſe two courts ;; 
but when any body aſks you, where you are to go next, ſay 
that you propoſe rambling in Germany, at Brunſwick, Caſſel, 
Fe. till the next ſpring ; when you intend to be in Flanders, 
in your way to England. I take Berlin, at this time, to be 
the politeſt, the moſt ſhining, and the moſt uſeful court in 
Europe, for a young fellow to be at; and therefore I would, 
upon no account, not have you there, for at leaſt a couple of 
months of the carnival. If you are as well received; and paſs 
your time as well, at Bonn, as I believe you will, I-would adviſe you 
to remain there till about the 2oth of Auguſt, N. S.; in four days 

4. | more 
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more you will be at Hanover. As for your ſtay there, it muſt be 
ſhorter or longer, according to certain circumſtances which you 
know of ; ſuppoſing them at the beſt, then ſtay till within a week or 
ten days of the King's return to England ; but ſuppoſing them at 
the worſt, your ſtay. muſt. not be too ſhort, for reaſons which you 
alſo know: no reſentment muſt either appear or be ſuſpected; 
therefore, at worſt, I think you muſt remain there a month, and 
at beſt, as long as ever you pleaſe, But I am convinced that all 
will turn out very well for you there. Every body is engaged 
or inclined to help you ; the Minifters, both Engliſh and German, 
the principal Ladies, and moſt of the foreign Miniſters ; ſo that 
1 may apply to you nullum numen abeſt, fi fit dine, Du 
Perron will, I believe, be back there, from Turin, much about 
the time you get there: pray be very attentive to him, and con- 
nect yourſelf with him as much as ever you can; for, beſides that 
he is a very pretty and well-informed man he is very much in 
faſhion at Hanover, is perſonally very well with the King, and 
certain Ladies; ſo that a viſible intimacy and connection with 
him will do you: credit and ſervice. © Pray cultivate Monſieur 
Hop, the Dutch Miniſter, who has always been very much my 
friend, and will, I am ſure, be yours : his manners, it is true, are 
not very engaging; he is rough, but he is fincere., It is very 
uſeful ſometimes to ſee the things which one ought to avoid, as it 
is right to ſee very often thoſe which one ought to imitate ; and 
my friend Hop's manners will frequently point out to "ou e 
yours ought to be, by the rule of contraries. 
Congreve points out a. ſort of critics,” | to whom he N. that we 
are doubly obliged ; 
Rules for good writing they with pains this; 
Then ſhow. us what is bad, 10 what they write. 
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It is certain that Monſieur Hap, with the-beſt heart i in the world, 
and a thouſand good qualities, has a thouſand, enemies, and hardly 
4 ren 1 10 the:raughneſs of his manners. 3 203 9287 ©f 
eee © oft Ho e, on ad 7 
| N. B. 1 heartily with that you could have ſlayed link 1 5 
at Manheim, to have been ſeriouſly andidefperately, in love with 
Madame de Taxis; whom 1 ſuppoſe is a ꝓroud, inſolent, ſine Lady, 
and who would conſequently have expected | attentions little ſhort 
of adozation : nothing would de you more good than ſuch. a 
paſſion; and I live in hopes that ſamebody or other will be able 
to excite ſuch a one in you: your» hour. may not yet be come, 
but it will come. Love has been not unaptiy compared to thę 
ſmall-pox, which moſt people have ſooner or later. Iphigenia 
had a wonderful effect upon Cimon; I with ſome Hanover Iphi- 
genia may try her {kill upon ou. 

I recommend to you again, though I have ready done it 
twice or thrice, to ſpeak German, even affectedly, while you are 
at Hanover ; which will ſhow that you prefer that language, and 
be of more uſe to you there with ſomebody, than you can imagine. 
When you carry my letters to Monſieur Munchaufen, and Mon- 
ſieur Schwiegeldt, addreſs yourſelf to them in German; the 
latter ſpeaks French very well, but the former extremely ill. Show 
great attention to Madame Munchauſen's daughter, who is a great 
favourite; thoſe little trifles pleaſe mothers, and ſometimes. fa- 
thers, extremely. Obſerve and you will find, almoſt univerſally, 
that the leaſt things either pleaſe or diſpleaſe moſt ; becauſe they 
neceſſarily imply, either a very ſtrong deſire of olliging: te an un- 
pardonable indifference about it. I will give you a. ridiculous 
inſtance enough of this truth, from my own experience. When 
I was Embaſſador the firſt time in Holland, Comte de Waſſenaer 
and his wife, people of the firſt rank and conſideration, had a little 

Vol. II. * | | boy 
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and 1 never 
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boy of abbut three yeais eld; whom they were/cxceedingly fond 
of: in order to make My ed to them I was fo tod, and uſed 


to take the child oſten upon my lap, and play with him. One 
day his noſe was very ſnotty, upon which I took out my hand- 


1 Achter Ati wipedit t for him ; this raiſed a loud laugh, and they 


called me à very handy nurſe ; oder the father and mother were ſo 


pleaſed With it, hat deo this day it is an anecdate in the family; 
recttve a letter from:Comte Waſſenaer, but he makes 


me the Cornpliments au nor veux que j ay mouche autrefois : who, 
by the way, 1 am afſured, is now the prettieſt young fellow in 
Holland. Where one would gain people, remember INE nothing 
is little. . Adieu? PIN LOU Nn mil ori ines 3; 
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e ee ee d WISY ae, dme adit O. 8. 1752. 
"MY DEAR FRIEND, ; 
A 8 1 have reaſon to fear, Ne your laſt Aer of ws 18th, 

XN. 8. "from Manheim, that all, or at leaſt moſt of my 
letters to 5 you, fi ſince you left Paris, have miſcarried; I think it 
requiſite, at all events, to repeat in this, the neceſſary parts of 
thoſe ſcyeral letters, as FR" as they relate to er Anturs. mo- 


- FS — 


tions. 


1 ſuppoſe Unt this will vlthes Find: __ tbe "oy a * 5 
before you at Bonn, where it is directed; and I; ſuppoſe too, 
that you have fixed your time for going "res thence. to Hanover. 
IT things turn out well at Hanover, as in my opinion they will, 


2 fa bene non fi muouts, ſtay there till a week or ten days before 


1 


the King ſets out for England; but, ſhould rhey turm out ill. 


which I cannot imagine, ſtay however a month, that your depar- 
08 a ture 
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be „ ſeem a ſep of diſcontent, off; peexiſhveſs; the very, 
ſuſpicion” of which is, by all · meant, to be avoided. Whenever 
you leave Hanover, be it ſooner or be it later, * where would qu 
go? Lei M Padront; and. I give Lap Ska choicę: Would you paſs 
the 'months: ef November and December at at Brunſwick, Caſſel, 
Sci? Would you chuſe to go for a che of months to Ragif- 
bon Where you would be very: well recommended to, and | 
treated by, the King's Electoral Miniſter, the Baron de Behr, 
and here you would improve your Jus. publicum 2: Or would vou 
rather go directly to Berlin, and ſtay there till the end of the Car- 
nival?: Two or three months at Berlin are, conſidering all 
circumſtances, neceſſary for you; abd the Carnival months are 
the beſt; pour le reſſeuecides en dernier reſſort, et ſans- appel 
comme dlabus. Let me only know your decree, when you have 
formed it. Vour good or ill ſucceſs at Hanover will have a 
very great influence upon your ſubſequent character, figure, and 
fortune in the world; therefore I confeſs, that I am more 
anxious about it, than ever bride was on her wedding- night, 
when wiſhes; hopes, fears, ang dqubts, tumultuouſly agitate, 
pleaſe and terrify her. It is your firſt criſis: the character which 
you dequire there, will, mote or leſs, be that which will abide by 
you forithe-reſt of your life. Vou . will be tried and judged there, 
not as A boy, but as a man; and from that moment there is ng 
appeal for character: it is fixed, To form. that character. ad- 
vatitageouſſy, you have three objects particularly to attend to: 
your character as a man of morality, truth, and honour ; your 
1 in the objects of your deſtination, as a man of buſi- 
S; and your engaging and inſinuating addreſs, air, and man- 
1000 à eourtiery the ſure and only Reps to favour.- Merit at 
Coutts, without favour, will! do little or. nothing; ; favour, with- 


out den do a good deal; but favour and merit together 
: | EM will 
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will do every thing. Favour at Courts depends upon fo many, 
ſuch trifling, ſuch unexpected, aid unforeſeen events, that a 
good Courtier thuſt attenti ta every circumſtance, however little, 
that either dots, or can happen 3 he muſt have no abſences, no 
diiſtractions; he muſt not ſay, I did not mind it; who would 
have thought it? He ought both to have minded; and to have 
thought it. A chamber-rhaid has ſometimes cauſed revolutions in 
Courts, which have produced others in kingdoms. Were I to 
make my way to favour in a Court, I would neither wilfully, nor 
by negligence, give a dog or a cat there reaſon to diſlike me, 
Two Pres-grieches, well inſtructed, you know, made the fortune 
of de Luines with Lewis XIII. Every ſtep a man makes at 
Court, requires as much attention and circumſpection, as thoſe 
which were made formerly between hot plough- ſhares, in the Or- 
deal, or fiery trials; which, in thoſe times of ignorance and ſuper- 
Radon, Were looked upon as demonſtrations of innocence | or 
guilt. Direct your principal battery, at Hanover, at the D—— 
of N s: there are many very weak places in that citadel; 
where; with a very little ſkill, you cannot fail making a great im- 
preſſion. Adk for his orders, in every thing you do; talk Au- 
ſtrian and Antigallican to him; and, as ſoon as you are upon a 
foot of talking eaſily to him, tell him en badinamt, that his {kill | 
and ſucceſs in thirty or forty- elections in England, leave you no 
reaſon to doubt of his carrying his election for Frankfort; and 
that you look upon the Archduke as his Member for the Em- 
pire. In his hours of feſtivity and compotation, drop, that he 
puts you in mind of what Sir William Temple ſays of the Penſio- 
nary de Wit; who, at that time, governed half Europe; that he 
appeared at balls, aſſemblies, and public places, as if he had nothing 
elſe to do, or to think of. When he talks to you upon foreign 
affalrs, Which he will often do, yy that you really cannot pre- 

2 + ſume 


0 1 EROS: 4th 
ſame to give any opinion of y your own upon thoſe matters, look- 
ing upon yourlelt, at preſent, only as a poſtſcript to the corps di- 
plomatique '; but that, if his Grace will be pleaſed to make you an 
additional volume to it, though but in duodecimo, you will do your 
beſt, that he ſhall neither be aſhamed nor repent of it. He loves 
to have a favourite, and to open himſelf to that favourite: he 
has now no ſuch perſon with him; the place is vacant, and if 
you have dexterity you may fill it. In one thing alone, do not 
humour him; I mean drinking; for as I believe you have never 
yet been drunk; you do not yourſelf know how you can bear 
your wine, and what a little too much of it may make you 
do or ſay: you * poſſibly kick down all you had done 
before. 

Vou do not love gaming, and I thank God ſor it; but at Hans- 
ver I would have you ſhow, and profeſs, a en. diſlike to 
play, ſo as to decline it upon all occaſions, unleſs where one may 
be wanted to make a fourth at whiſt or quadrille; and then take 
care to declare it the reſult of your complaiſance, not of your in- 
clinations. Without ſuch precaution, you may very poſſibly be 
fuſpected, though unjuſtly, of loving play, upon account of my 
former paſſion for it; and ſuch a ſuſpicion would do you a 170 
deal of hurt, eſpectitly with. the King, who etl gaming. 
muſt end Nn abruptly,” God bleſs? _— 
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MY DEAR FRIEND, | | 
"ERSATILITY as a courtier, may be: almoſt deciſive to 
you hereafter; that is, it may conduce to, or retard your 
preferment in your own deſtination. The firſt reputation goes a 
great way; and if you fix a good one at Hanover, it will operate 
alſo to your advantage in England. The trade of a courtier is as 
much a trade, as that of a ſhoemaker; and he who applies himſelf 
the moſt, will work the beſt : the only difficulty is to diſtinguiſh | 
(what J am ſure you have ſenſe enough to diſtinguiſh) between the 
right and proper qualifications and their kindred faults; for there 
is but a line between every perfection and its neighbouring im- 
perfection. As for example, you muſt be extremely well · bred 
and polite, but without the troubleſome forms and ſtiffneſs of 
ceremony. You;muſt be reſpectful and aſſenting, but without be- 
ing ſervile and abject. Vou muſt be frank, but without indiſcre- 
tion, and cloſe, without being coſtive. Vou myſt keep up dig- 
nity of character, without the leaſt pride of birth, or rank. Vou 
muſt be gay, within all the bounds of decengy and reſpect; and 
grave without the affectation of wiſdom, which does not become 
the age of twenty. You muſt be eſſentially ſecret, without being 
dark and myſterious. Vou muſt be firm, and even 2 78555 but with 
great ſeeming modeſty. | | 
With theſe qualifications, which, by the way, are all in your 
con power, I will anſwer for your ſucceſs, not only at Hanover, 
but at any court in Europe. And I am not ſorry that you begin 


your apprenticeſhip at a little one ; becauſe, you muſt be more 
circum] pect, 
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circumſpect, and more upon your guard . * at! a great one, 
where every little thing is not known, nor reported. hank 
When you write to me, or to any body elſe, from king takke 
care that your letters contain commendations of all that you ſee 
and hear there; for they will moſt of them be opened and read : 


- but, as frequent Couriers will come from Hanover to England, you 
may ſometimes write to me without reſerve; and put your letters 
into a very little box, which Tor 1 ſend fafely by ſome of 
them. 

J muſt not omit teationlag to you, FAR at the Duke of "RN 
caſtle's table, where you will frequently dine, there is a great deal 
of drinking; ; be upon your guard againſt it, both upon account 
of your health, which would not bear it, and of the conſequences 
of your being fluſtered and heated with wine: it might engage 
you in ſcrapes and frolics, which the King (who is a very ſober 
man himſelf) deteſts. On the other hand, you ſhould-not ſeem too 
grave and too wiſe to drink like the reſt of the company; there- 
fore uſe art; mix water with your wine; do not drink all that 
is in the glaſs; and if detected, and preſſed to drink more, do not 
cry out ſobriety ; - but fay, that you have latel y been out of order, 
that you are ſubject to inflammatory complaints, and that you 
muſt beg to be excuſed for the preſent. A young fellow ought 
to be wiſer than he ſhould ſeem to be; and an old fellow ought 
to ſeem wiſe, whether he really be ſo or not. 0 ; 

During your ſtay at Hanover, I would have you make two or 
three excurſions to parts of that Electorate: the Hartz, where the 
ſilver mines are; Gottingen, ſor the univerſity; Stade for what 
commerce there is. You ſhould alſo go to Zell. In ſhort, fee 
every thing that is to be ſeen there, arid inform yourſelf well of 
all the details-of that country. Go to Hamburgh for three or 
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tious, while at Hanover, as to that King and that country ; both 
which are deteſted, becauſe feared by every body there, from 
his Mazeſty down to the meaneſt peaſant: but..however,.. they 
both extremely deſerve your utmoſt attention; and you will ſee 
the arts and wiſdom of government-better in that country, now, 
than in any other in Europe. You may ftay three months 


at Berlin, if you like it; as I believe you and after that 1 
hope we ſhall meet here ain 
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che Abel. 1 but once the pleaſure 4 enen of 
pleaſing, ' and L vill 2 n you. will never more neglect the 
means. 

I ſend you hexeivich two Jon; ah one to 5 Monſieur Mun- 
chen the other to Monſieur Schwiegeldt, an old friend of mine, 
and a very ſenſible knowing man. They will both, I am ſure; be 
extremely civil to you, and carry you into the beſt company; and 
then it is your buſineſs to pleaſe that company. I never was more 
anxious about any period of your life, than I am about this your 
Hanover expedition, it being of ſo much more conſequence to you 
than any other, If I hear from thence, that you are liked and 
loved there, for your air, your manners, and addreſs, as well as 
eſteemed for your knowledge, I ſhall be the happieſt man in the 


world; judge then what I muſt be, if it happens otherwiſe, 
Adieu | 
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Lone; July the 21ſt, O.S.-1752. 
MY DEAR F RIEND, 


V my calculation, this letter may probably : arrive at Hanover 

three or four days before you; and as I am ſure of its 
arriving there ſafe, it ſhall contain the moſt material points 
that I have mentioned in my ſeveral letters to you fince you left 
Paris, as if you had received but few of them, which may very 
probably be the caſe. 

As for your ſtay at Hanover, it muſt not iz all events be Icſ 
than'a month ; but, if things turn out to your ſatisfaction, it may 
be juſt as * as you pleaſe. From thence you may go wherever 
you like; for I have ſo good an opinion of your judgment, that 

Vor. II. | M m I think 
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opere Th T's. at” fottle [the all 
courts, as as abend Cat” 2 91 the Carhibal at Berlin f 
You are maſter. Would You 00 


piſs h couple of months at Ratiſ- 
bon, which night not de Al N 1» zone Betty: 
Woald you go to Bruſſels, ſtay a month or two there with 
Dayrolles, and from therice to Mr. Yorke, at the Hague? With 
all my heart. 'Or, laſtly, would yon go to Copenhagen and Stock- 

| boki ? Lei anche Padrone : chuſe entirely for yourſelf, without 
any farther inſtructions from me; only let me know your deter- 
mination in time, that I may gelle your credlit, in caſe ycu go 
to places where at preſent you have none. Your object ſhould be 
d ſee the 'moFes multorum homimam et res; s ied and end ad 
| where you pleaſe. | i 
By what you have already ſeen of the German Courts, I am 
ſure you mult | have obſerved that they are much more nice and 
ſcrupulops, in points of ceremony, reſpect, and attention, than the 
greater Courts of France and England. You will therefore, I am 
perſuaded, attend to the minuteſt circumſtances of addreſs and 
behaviour, particularly duting your ſtay at Hanover, which (I will 
repeat it, though I have faid it often to you already) is the' moſt 
important preliminary period of your whole life. Nobody in the 
world is more exact in all points of good- breeding, than the King; 
and it is the part of every man's character that he informs himſelf 
of, fitſt. T he leaſt negligence, or the ſlighteſt inarterition, report. 
ed to him, may do you infinite pre} judice; as their contraties would, 
ſervice. To 
If Lord Albemarle (as J believe he gia) truſted you wirh dhe 
ſecret affairs of his department, let the Duke of Newcaſtle know 
that he did ſo; which will be an inducement to him to trüſt you 
a, 0 poſſibly to employ Toy in ery of conſequence. Tell hit, 

| | 177 1; let, 
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As . I think 1 can, 27 you 5 your{Qf; "Bit" | 
wiſh, L could. lay as much for you with regard to thoſe exterior 

accomplilbments, whi h are abſolutely neeeffary to ſmopth and 

ſhorten the, way. to it. 2 the buſineſs 3 is done, when one has 

gained the heart and the affections of thoſe with whom, one is to 

tranſact it. Air and addreſs muſt begin, manners and attention 

muſt finiſh, thar work... 1 will let vou 1 into one ſecret concerning 

myſelf; which is, that I owe much more of the ſucceſs which I 

have had in the world, to my manners, than to any ſuperior degies 

of merit or knowledge, I deſired to pleaſe, and I neglected 

none of the , means. . This, I can aflure > YOu, without any falſe 

modeſty, is the truth. ;You have more Knowledge e than I had at 

your age, but then I bad much more attention, and good- breeding 
than you. Call it vanity, i if you pleaſe, and poſſibly i it was ſo ; but 
my, great object, was to make. every man J met with like me, an 


every, aman love me. 1,0 3 


often ſucceeded ; but why ? By taking 


great pains, 3 for otherwiſe I never { ſhould ; | my figure by no means 
intitled me to it, and I! had . certainly : an up- hill game : whereas 
YORF COUNLERARGE, would help you, if you. made the moſt of it, Nh 
and, proſcribed. for ever, the guilty, gloamy, and Functeal part of  M 
2 Dre, addreſs, and air, would become your beſt countenance, 


and mak pour glue pb e well 
elf yon have time to read, at Hanover, pray let che books you 
read be, all relative to the ary, and conſtitution. of that coun- 
175 Which I would haye Jou ou, as correctly as any Hano- 
Wiian in the whole Electorate. Inform yourſelf of the” powets 
M m 2 of 
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all theſe; things; and. conyerfation,[turped upon ther Lubjecys, 
will do.the.zeſt, ,aud. better than; books cane oc 1104 ds ce, 
„ Remember, of, all things, to ſpeak; nothing but German there; 
maße it Ito expreſs myſelf pedantically):your vernacular language; 
en o ppeſer it 30 H other; call it your favourite Janguage; and 
ſtudy to ſpeak it with purity and elegancy, if it has any. This 
vill not only make yon perfect in it, but will pleaſe, and mmbke 
your court there better than any thing. A. propos of languages; 
Did yon rimproye your Italian while, yo were at Paris, or- did you 
forget it ? Had you a maſter there; and what Italian books: did 
vou read with him? If. you are maſter of Italian, I would have 
you afterwards, by the firſt convenicat. opportunity, learn Spaniſh, 
which you may; very eaſily, and in a very.little.time do; you wil 
thep, in the courſe of ygur foreign buſineſs never be obliged 
to employ, Pay &,fruſt,,; any T rayſſator, for any European 
language. 10 1&0 O YOY © \ bit eddie 7412 he „nn 
As Ldave ta provide eventually. her every ig that ean poſſibly 
happens: . will ſuppoſe, the worſt: that can befall you ae Hanover: 
In that caſe, I would have you go immediately to the Duke of 
Newcaſtle, and beg his Grace's advice, or rather orders, what 
you ſheuld do; adding, chat his advice will always be orders to 
you. Vo will cell him, that, though you are excgediagly mor- 
tified, you are mucli leſs ſo, than you ſhould otherwiſe! be; from: 
the conſideration, that, being utterly, unknown to his M—, his 
: objection could not be perſonal to you, and could only ariſe from 


citcumſtances, which it was not in your power either, to prevent 


or; remedy: that if his Grace $hanglty *tirat- your continuing 
5 WAV any 
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abrefluy JI Retter; e e db pieered dat an 
events, the worſt as welb as tlie beft'l. ir prevents barry. -atid für- 
prise, two dangerou Gtuations in buſted: for IT know no one 
thing ſo uſeful, ſo neceſſary in alf bufinefs;. as great ooolneſt, 
Beadinefs;;"ahd!' feng Hui; they give an meredible advantage, 
over Wwhoever nt Has tö dd Witn Al GJ buf 
I bave received yeur letter of the rigth, N. 8. from Malence, 
where I find that you have diverted yourſelf much better than 
1 expected. IL am very.” well acquainted” with Comte Co- 
bentzehs charakter) both of parts and buſineſs? He could: 
have given you letters to Bonn, having formerly reſided there 
büm tel Mou will net be ſo agrecably. elefrifed, where this letter 
with find you, as you were, both at Manheim and Maience ; büt 
L hope yen] may meet with a ſecond Getman Mrs. Fd, WhO 
may make you forget the two former” ones, and. practice your 
German. Such tranſient paſſions will do you no harm; but, on 
the centrary, a great deal, of gesd: chen win rofl your 
manners and quicken your attention; they give” a youhg. g fellow 
du brillant, and being bien inte fallen; Wr n is a Lg 
article at ſetting out in the world. 2071 

. rs Lore agetr an to Lord W ns 
bm for all' his kindneſſes to yu; but pray have you done a0 
much? T hoſe are the neceſſary attentions, which ſhould never be 
| amittedb ſelpetially it in mne of ml n a character is: to 
beeſtahluſtiede Ditto bas U Ol F-81101 Kg 1 21109 Olf ide 
That ready wit which you ſo partially allow me, and G. goltiy 
Hp Chavles Williams, may create many admirers; butz take my 
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not- ith,” bt, Uke kt too, . very aþt"t6'#Wtch'y and 
9 is des feared, The mikler, morning and "evehing, 
ph und heat of tharplanet, foorh und cali ohr 1 Good 
ſs, compliance, gentleneſs of maunere, attentiohsz and graves, 
ih the only things that truly engage, and! durably keep the heart 
at long run. N ever ſeek for wit; if it preſents itſelf, well and 
god; but, even in that caſe, let your judgment interpoſe; and 
take Care that it be not a at t the expence of any body. 3 ſays, 
W 1 ED VER IGOR, a IBID vali /; | 
There are whom heaven has bleſt with ftore __ wit, 
* want as much again to —— it. 


4 Ach = | Dingo 
Ad in another place,, 1 doubt. with top — duch, 


For wit and judgment ever are at ſtriſfſqxe =» 
Though meant each other's aid, like man and wife. 

The Germans are very ſeldom troubled with any dakota 
ebullitions or efferveſcences'of wit, and it is not prudent to ty it 
15 257 them; wh6ever does, offendet Jotide. * R 
Remember to write me very minute accounts of all your tranſ- 
actlons at Haribver; for 4 excite both my big grad hw 
own bf id Adieu. ew 3 hab? 20 (11.30 Docu 13% VOY 
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"Am extremely concerned at "my return of your 'old*aſthinatic 


complaint, which yer letter from Cafſet of the 29H July, 
*. ba informs me of, 1 believe it is * owing to your own 


negligence; 
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een . den natwightianging dh fing ofthe pra: oel e 
heat andLagitatien f travelling, I/ dare ſwear yaurbayg not: taken 
one fingle doſe af gentle, cooling phyfie, dance thar ieh I made, 
you take at Bath. I hope you are nod better, and in better fands. 

| wean ., Oy. Hugo's at Hanayer ; bg. is certainly a very {kilfyl, 
. * 1 therefore; I. defire chat you will inform him. moſt, 
your own caſe, from your firſt attack in Cargiola 
155 ay As Ni and not only fallow his: preſeriptions 
exactly at preſent, but take his directions, with regard to the re- 
gimen that he would have you obſerve, to prevent the returns of 
this complaint; and, in caſe of any returns, the immediate appli- 
cations, whether external or internal, that he would have you 
make uſe of. Conſider, it is very well worth your while to ſub- 
mit at preſent to any courſe of medicine or diet, to atty reſttaiut 
or confinement, for a time, in order to get rid, once for all, of ſo 
troubleſome and painful a diſtemper: the returns of which would 
equally break in upon your buſineſs or your, pleaſures. Not- 
withſtanding all this, which is plain ſenſe and reaſon, 1 much fear; 
that, as ſoon as ever you are got out of your preſent diſtreſs, you 
will take no preventive care, by a proper, courſe, of medicines and 
regimen, ; but, like moſt. people of your age, think it impoſſible, 
that you ever ſhould be ill again. However, il you will not he 
wiſe for your own ſake, I deſire you will be ſo for mine, and moſt 
{crupulouſly obſerve Pr. Hugo's preſent and future directions. rr 
Hanover, where I take it for granted you are, is at preſent WN 
ſeat and center of foreign negotiations; there are Miniſters from © 
almoſt every Court in Europe; and you have a fine opportunity 
of diſplaying with modeſty, in converſation, your knowledge of 
the matters now in agitation. The chief I take to be the Election 
of the King of the Romans, which, though I deſpair of, heartily 
wilh were brought about, for two o reaſons. The firſt is, that I 
a 7199211 7. | think 
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revent a, war upon the death of the 
peter, . | ou young and healthy, may bald , 1 
and healthy people often do. The other, is the very reaſon that 
makes ſome powers oppoſe it, and others diflike it, who do not 
openly oppoſe it; I mean that it may tend to make the Imperial 
dignity hereditary in the Houſe of Auſtria, Which I heaftily 
wiſh, together with a very great increaſe of power in the Em- 
pire ; till when, Germany will never be any thing near a match 
for France. Cardinal Richelieu ſhowed his ſuperior: abilities 
in nothing more, than in thinking no pains nor expence 
too great to break the power of the Houſe of Auſtria in 
the Empire. Ferdinand had certainly - made himſelf abſolute, 
and the Empire conſequently formidable to France, if that 
Cardinal had not piouſly adopted. the Proteſtant cauſe, and put 
the Empire, by the treaty of Weſtphalia, in pretty much the ſame 
diſ-jointed fituation in which France itſelf was before Lewis the 
Xlth ; when Princes of the blood, at the head of provinces; and 
Dukes of Brittany, &c. always oppoſed; and often gave laws to 
the Crown. Nothing but making the Empire hereditary in the 
Houſe of Auſtria, can give it that ſtrength and efficiency, which 
1 wiſh it had, for the ſake of the Balance of power. For while 
the Princes of the Empire are ſo independant of the Emperor, ſo 
divided among themſelves, and ſo open to the corruption of the 
beſt bidders; it is ridiculous to expect that Germany ever will, or 

can, act as a compact and well united body againft France. But 
as this notion of mine would as little pleaſe „he of our friends, as 
many of our enemies, I would not adviſe you, though you ſhould 
be of the ſame opinion, to declare yourſelf too freely fo. Could 
the EleQor Palatine be ſatisfied, which 1 confeſs will be difficult, 
_ conſidering the nature of his pretenſions, the tenaciouſneſs and 
haughtineſs of the Caurt of Vienna, and our inability to do, as 
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e be right to proceed to the election with a clear maſority « of 
ve votes; and | leave the King of Pruſſia, and the Elector of Co- 


5 proteſt and remonſtrate* as much as ever they pleaſe. 
"The 2 is too wiſe, and the latter too weak ity every reſ pet, 
to act in conſequence of thoſe proteſts. The diſtracted ſituation 
of France, with its eccleſiaſtical and parliamentary quarrels, not 
to mention the illneſs and poſſibly the death of the Dauphin, 
will make the King of Pruſſta, who is certainly no Frenchman in 
his | heart, very cautious how he acts as one. The Elector of 
Saxony will be influenced by the King of Poland, who muſt be 
determined by Ruſſia, conſidering his views upon Poland, which, 
; by the bye, I hope he will never obtain: I mean, as to Weking 
that crown hereditary in his family. As for his ſon's having it by 
the precarious tenure of election, by which his father now holds 
it, 4 a la bonne beure. But, ſhould Poland have - 2 good govern- 
ment under hereditary Kings, there would be a new devil raiſed 
in Europe, that I do not know who could lay. I am fure 1 would 
not raiſe him, though on my own ſide for the preſent. . 
1 do not know how I came to trouble my head ſo much about 
| politics, to-day, which has been ſo very free from them for ſome 
years; I ſuppoſe it was, becauſe I knew that JI was writing to 
the moſt conſummate politician of this; 'atid' his age. If I err, you 
will ſet ng 4 ights 1 "yl nov: wifi + reBlius vt aer 1 adi 
ec. | i oc 

Lam m exſively wait for your next ir der which I expect 
by. the firſt poſt from Hanover, to remove my anxiety; as I hope 
it will, not only with regard to your health, but likewiſe to other 
things; in the mean time, in the language of a pedant, but with 
the tenderneſs of a parent, jubeo te bene valere. ER A 
Vol. II. Nn : Lady 
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A e de Voltaire 227 lors a Berlin. 


' 


A Londres, 27 d Aout, V. S. 17 52. 
MONSIEUR, 


E m'intereſle infiniment à tout ce qui tonche Aae Stan- 
hope, qui aura Thonneur de vous rendre cette lettre; c'eſt 
pourquoi je prens la liberte de vous le préſenter; je ne peux pas 

lui en donner une preuve plus convainquante. Il a beaucoup hi, 
il a beaucoup vu, sil Ta bien digere voila ce que je ne ſcais pas; 
il n'a que vingt ans. II a dẽjà été à Berlin il y a quelques années, 
et c'eſt pourquoi il y retourne a preſent; car à cette heure on 
revient au Nord par les memes raiſons, pour leſquelles on alloit i 
n'y a pas longtems au Sud. 

Permettez Monſieur que je vous remercie du plaiſir et ae Pin- 
ſtruction que m'a donne votre Hiſtoire du Sic cle de Louis XIV. 
Je ne ai lu encore que quatre fois, c'eſt que je voudrois l' oublier 
un peu avant la cinquieme, mais je vois que cela m'eſt impoſſible; 
J attendrai donc TYaugmentation que vous nous en avez promis, 
mais je vous ſupplie de ne me la pas faire attendre longtems. je 
croiois {cavoir paſſablement I'Hiftoire du Siecle de Louis XIV. 
moiennant les milliers d Hiſtoires, de Memoires, d' Anecdotes, e. 
que q en avois lu, mais vous m'avez bien montre que je m etois 
trompe, et que je n'en avois qu'une idee tres confuſe à bien des 
egards, et trcs fauſſe à bien d'autres. Que je vous ſcais gre fur 

| 4 tout 
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tout, Monſieur, du jour dans lequel vous vez mis hs folies et les 
fureurs des ſectes. Vous emploiez contre des ſous ou e 
teuts les armes convenables; d'en emploier d'autres ce ſeroit les 
imiter : C eſt par le ridicule qu'il faut les attaquer, c'eſt par le 
mépris qu'il faut les punir. A propos de tes fous, je vous envoie 
ci joint, une piece ſur leur ſujet par le feu Docteur Swift, 
laquelle, | je crois ne vous deplaira pas. Elle n'a jamais été im- 
primèe, vous en devinerez bien la raiſon, mais elle eſt authentique. 
Jen ai Voriginal écrit de fa propre main. Son Jupiter, au jour 
du jugement, les traite a peu pres comme vous' les traitez, et 

comme ils le meritent. 9 
Au reſte, Monſieur, je vous dirai franchement, que je ſuis em- 
barafle ſur votre ſujet, et que je ne peux pas me decider ſur ce que 
je ſouhaiterois de votre part. Quand je lis võtre derniere hiſtoire, 
je voudrois que vous fuſſiez toujours hiſtorien; mais quand je lis 
votre Rome Sauvee (toute mal imprimee et defiguree/queelle eſt) je 
vous voudrois toujours Poëte. J avoue pourtant qu'il vous reſte 
encore une hiſtoire a ccrire digne de vôtre plume, et dont vötre 
plume eſt ſeule digne. Vous nous avez donné il y a longtems 
Thiſtoire du plus grand Furieux (je vous demande pardon ſi je ne 
peus pas dire du plus grand Heéros) de l' Europa Vous nous avez 
donnè en dernier lieu, Fhiſtoire.du plus grand Roi; donnez nous, 
a preſent, V hiſtoire du plus grand et du plus honntte Homme de 
Europe, que je croirois degrader en appellant Roi. Vous Yavez 
toujours: devant vos yeux, rien ne vous ſeroit plus facile; ſa gloire 
n exigeant pas votre invention poetique, mais pouvant ſe repoſer 
en toute ſuretè ſur votre. verite hiſtorique. 11 n'a rien à demander 
a ſon hiſtorien, que ſon premier devoir comme hiſtorien, qui et, 
Me quid falfs dicere audeat, ne quid veri non audeat. Adieu, Mon- 
ſieur, je vois bien que je dois vous admirer de plus en plus tous les 
Nu 2 Jar, 
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2 
jours, mais auſſi je ſpis lien. ue die ne pourra! jamidls — 
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8 a moſt convincing — wn infitinely I am intereſted 
in every thing which concerns Mr. Stanhope, who will 


have, the honour, 4 oe Ne wen . e e of 


a. great — ae or not — has made a preptf uſe of that 
knowledge, is what I do not know: he is only twenty years of 
age. He was at Berlin ſome years ago, and therefore he returns 


thither; for at preſent people are attracted towards tlie north, by 
the ſame motives which but lately drew them to the fouth. 


Permit me, Sir, to return you thanks for the pleaſure and 
inſttuction I have reccived from your Hiſtory of Lewis the XIV. 
I have, as yet read it hut four times, becauſe T wiſh to forget 
it a little before I read it a fiſth; but I find that impbſſible: 
I ſhall. therefore only; wait till you give us the av Aral | 
which you promiledi;; let me entreat you not to . it long. 1 
thought myſelf pretty converſant in the Hiſtory of the Reg of 
Lewis the XIV. by means of thoſe innumerable hiftories, me- 
moirs, anecdotes, &c. which I had read relative to that period | 
of time. Vou have convinced me that Twvas*mhiftiken, ahd 
be upon. that ſubject . confuſed ideas in many feſpects, 


aj | ledge 


&. . 
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ledge the obligation: we have tb DH Bra Wr' the lig Ar which 
9 you haya: Threowa upon the ofollies urid -outrayes of the' difftient 
ſects; the weapons you employ againſt thoſe madmen, or thoſe 
impoſtors, are the only ſuitable ones; to make uſe of any others 
would be imitating them: they muſt be attacked by ridicule, 
and puniſhed with contempt. A propos of thoſe fanatics; I ſend 
you here encloſed, a piece upon that ſubject, written by the late 
Dean Swift: I believe you will not diſlike it, You will eaſily 
gueſs why 1 it never was. printed: it is authentic, and I hav the 
original in his own hand-writing. His Jupiter, at the day of 
ae treats them Wen as W * _ as "OP" ers to be 
treated. ul . 
Give me e leaye, sir, to 5000 you PRO | Un Pain cakes! 
upon your account, as I cannot determine what it is that 1 wiſli 
from you. When I read your laſt hiſtory, I am deſirous that 
you ſhould always write hiſtory; but when I' read your Rome ; 
Sane (although ill printed and disfigured) yet I then wiſh you 
. tgyer to. deviate from poetry: however, I confeſs that there ſtill 
remains one hiſtory worthy of your pen, and of which your pen 
alone is worthy. You have long ago given us the hiſtory of the 
greateſt and moſt outrageous Madman (L aſł your pardon if I cannot 
ſay the greateſt Hero) of Europe; you have given us latterly the 
hiſtory ; of the greateſt King; give us now the hiſtory of the great- 
eſt and. moſt virtuous Man in Europe; I ſhould think it degrading 
to, call him. King. To you this cannot be difficult, he is always e 
beſore aur, eyes; your poetical invention is not neceſſary to 
his gory, as that may ſafely rely upon your hiſtorical caridour: | 
The firſt duty of an' hiſtorian is the only one he need require 
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from his „Ne guid falſi dicere audeat, ne quid veri non aulleat. 
Adi i] Hir, 1 find as Dey! admire 147 Wray more and 
ů,. 1B JL 0 10H e 17 392 more; 
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more; but I alſo know that nothing ever can add to the eſteem 
and attachment with which I am actually, 
Tour moſt humble, and... 
1 | moſt obedient ſervant, 
| | © CunBTBERFIALD, 


L ET T E R LXVII. 


London, aper the 19th, 1752. 


MY DEAR F RIEND, 

INCE you have been at Hanover, your correſpondence has 

been both unfreguent and laconic. You made indeed one 
great effort in folio on the 18th, with a poſtſeript of the 22d 
Auguſt, N. 8. and ſince that, vous avez ruttè in quarto. On the 
1 Auguſt, N. S. you give me no informations of what I want 
chiefly to know; which is what Dr. Hugo (whom I charged you 
to conſult) ſaid of your aſthmatic complaint, and what he pre- 
ſeribed you to prevent the returns of it; and alſo what is the 
company that you keep there; who has hen kind and civil to 
you, and who not. 

You ſay that you go conſtantly to the parade; and you do very 
well, for though you are not of that trade, yet military matters 
make ſo great a part both of converſation and negotiation, 
that it is very proper not to be ignorant of them. I hope 
you mind more than the mere exerciſe of the troops you ſee; 
and that you inform yourſelf at the ſame time of the more material 
details; ſuch as their Pay, and the difference of it when in and 
out of quarters; what is furniſhed them by the country when in 
quarters, and what. is allowed them of ammunition bread, &c. 


when in the field; the number of men and officers i in the ſeveral 
troops 
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ale and companies, | together with the Fan 


officers, as caporalt, frey-caporals, anſpeſſades, ſerjeants, quarter- 


| maſters, - 'Ec.; ; the clothing, how frequent, how good, and how 
furniſhed ; whether by the Colonel, as here in England, from 


what we call the of-rechonings, that is, deductions from the men's 
pay, or by Commiſſaries appointed by the Government for that 
purpoſe, as in France and Holland. By theſe inquities you will 
be able to talk military with military men, who, in every country 
in Europe, except England, make at leaſt half of all the beſt com- 
panies. Vour attending the parades has alſo another good effect, 
which is, that it brings you of courſe acquainted with the officers, 
who, when of a certain rank and ſervice, are generally very 
polite, well-bred people, er dw bon ton. They have commonly 
ſeen a great deal of the world, and of courts; and nothing elſe 
can form a gentleman, let people ſay what they will of ſenſe and 
learning: with both which, a man may contrive to be a very 
diſagreeable companion. I dare fay, there are very few 
Captains of foot, who are not much better company than 
ever Deſcartes or Sir Iſaac Newton were. I honour and 
reſpe& ſuch ſuperior geniuſes ; but ! defire to converſe with peo- 
ple of this world, who bring into company their ſhare, | at 745 
chearfulneſs, good- breeding, aud knowledge of mankind. 
common life, one much oftener wants ſmall money, and cy 
than gold: give me a man who has ready cath about him for 
preſent expences; 4 fix-pences, ſhillings, half-crowns, and crowns, 
which circulate eaſily: but a man who has 110 an ingot of 
gold about him, is much above common purpoſes, and his riches 
are not handy | nor convenient. Have as much gold as you pleaſe 
in one pocket, but take care always to keep change in the other ; 
for you will much oftener have occaſion for a ſhilling than for a 
guinea, In this the French muſt be allowed to excel all people 


in 
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in; the world: they have n certain entregent, un e une 
ana [egtrets dans la converſation, une politeſſe aiſee et naturelle, 
gui paroit ne leur rien. couter, which give Society all its charms, 
I am ſorry to add, but it is too true, that the Engliſh and the 
Dutch are the fartheſt from this, - of all the people in the world ; 
I do, by no means, St even the Swiſs. 

Though you did not'think proper to inform me, I know from 
other hands, that you were to go to the Göhr with a Comte 
Schullemburg, for eight or ten days only, to ſee- the reviews: 1 
know alſo, that you had a bliſter upon your arm, Which did 
you a great deal of good: I know too, you | have: contracted a 
great friendſhip with Lord Eſſex; and that you two were inſepa- 
rable at Hanover. All theſe things I would rather have known 
from you, than from others; and they are the ſort of things that 
I am the moſt deſirous of knowing, as they-are more Ay 
relative to yourſelf, _ 

I am very ſorry for the Dutcheſs of Newcaſtle $ ines, full as 
much upon your as upon her account, as it has hindered you 
from being ſo much known to the Duke as I could have wiſh- 
ed: uſe and habit going a great way with him, as, indeed, they 
do with moſt people. I have known many people patronized, 
puſhed up, and preferred, by thoſe who could have given no other 
reaſon for it, than that they were uſed to them. We muſt never 
ſeek for motives by deep reaſoning, but we muſt find them out 
by careful obſervation and attention : 'no matter what they ſhould 
be; but the point is, what they are. Trace them up, ſtep by 
ſtep, from the character of the perſon, ' I have known de par le 
monde, as Brantdme ſays, great effects from cauſes too little ever to 


have been ſuſpected. Some ee muſt be Mane. and can ne- 
ver be gueſſed. 5 


God 


w, * 
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God . where this letter will find you, or follow you; not 


at Hanover, I ſuppoſe; but wherever it _ 2 it fil you 
in health and 1 78855 | Adieu. | 


LET T E R LXVIII. 


London, September the 22d, 1752» 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


HE day after the date of my laſt, I received your letter of 
the 8th. I approve extremely of your intended progreſs, 
and am very glad that you go to the Glir with Comte Schullem- 
burg. I would have you ſee every thing with your own eyes, 
and hear every thing with your own ears; for I know, by very 
long experience, that it is very unfafe to truſt to other people's. 
Vanity and intereſt cauſe many miſrepteſentations, and folly 
cauſes many more. Few people have patts enough to re- 
late, exactly and judiciouſly ; and thoſe who have, for ſome reaſon 
or other, never fail to fink, or to add ſome circumſtances. 
The reception which you have met with at Hanover, T look 
upon as an omen of your being well received every where elſe : 
for, to tell you the truth, it was the place that I diſtruſted the 
moſt in that particular. But there is a certain conduct, there are 
certaines manibres that will, and muſt get the better of all diffi 
culties of that kind; it is to acquire them, that you ſtill con- 
tinue abroad, and go from Court to Court: they are perſonal, 
local, and cette; ; they are modes which vary, and owe 
their exiſterice to accidents, whim, and humour; all the ſenſe 
and reaſon in the world would never point them out; nothing but 
experience, obſervation, and what is called knowledge of the 
world, can poſſibly teach them. For example, it is reſpectful to 
Vol. II. O o | bow 
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bow: to the King of England, it is diſreſpectſul to bow to the 
Kingof France; ibis the rule to courtely:to-che, Emperor and 
the proſtration of the whole body is required hy Eaſtern Mo- 
narchs. Theſe are eſtabliſhed ceremonies, and muſt be com- 
plied with; but why they were eſtabliſhed, I deſy ſenſe and reaſon 
to tell us. It is the fame among all ranks, where certain cuſtoms 
are received, and muſt neceſſarily be complied with, though by no 
means the reſult of ſenſe and reaſon. As for inſtance, the very 
abſurd, though almoſt univerſal cuſtom of drinking peopke's 
healths. Can there be any thing in the world leſs relative to any 
other man's health, than my drinking a glaſs of wine? Common 
ſenſe,” certainly, never pointed it out; but yet common. ſenſe 
tells me I muſt conform to it. Good ſenſe, bids one be civil, and 
endeavour to pleaſe; though nothing but experience and obſer- 
vation can teach one the means, properly adapted to time, place, 
and perſons. This knowledge is the true object of a gentleman's 
travelling, if he travels as he ought to do. By frequenting good 
company in every country, he himſelf becomes of every country; 
he is no longer an Engliſhman, a Frenchman, or an Italian; but. 
he is an European: he adopts, reſpeQiyely, the beſt manners of 
every country; and is a Frenchman at Pars an Italian at ue. 
an Engliſhman at London. 
This advantage, I mult confeſs, 1 eldom accrues to * 
countrymen from their travelling; as they have neither the deſire 
nor the means of getting into good company abroad: for, in the 
firſt place, they are confoundedly baſhful; and, in the next 
place, they either ſpeak no foreign language at all, or, if they do, 
it is barbarouſly. You poſſeſs all the advantages that they 
want; you know the languages in perfection, and have conſtant- 
ly kept the beſt company in the places where you: have been; 
ſo that you ought to be an uren. Your, canvas is alle and, 
| 174 ſtrong, 


* 
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yout outlines are gobd; but fememberi that ybu / ſtill· want 
wa, beautiful colouring of Titian) and the! delicate aged 
touches of Guido. Now is your time to get them. There is, in 
all good company, a faſhionable air, countenance, manner, and 
Phraſeology, which can only be acquired by being in good com- 
— and very attentive to all that paſſes there. When you 

dine or ſup at any well-bred man's houſe, | obſerve: carefully how 
he does the honours of his table to the different gueſts At- 
tend to the compliments of congratulation, or condolence, that 
you hear a well bred man make to his ſuperiors, to his equals; and 
to bis inferiors; watch even his countenance and his tone of voice, 
for they all conſpite in the main point of pleaſing. There is 4 
certain diſtinguiſhing diction of a man of faſhion: he will 
not content himſelf with ſaying, like John Trott, to a new- 
married man, Sir, I wiſh you much joy; or to a man who has 
loſt his ſon, Sir, I am ſorry for your loſs; and both with a 
countenance equally unmoved : but he will ſay in effect the 
ſame thing, in a more elegant and leſs trivial manner, and with a 
countenance adapted to the occaſion. He will advance with 
warmth, vivacity, and a chearful countenance, to the new- married 
man, and embracing him, perhaps ſay to him, If you do juſtice 
© to my attachment to you, you will judge of the joy that I feel 
« upon this occaſion, better than I can expreſs it, &c.; to the 
other, in affliction, he will advance ſlowly, with a grave com- 
poſure of countenance, in a more deliberate manner, and with a 
lower voice, perhaps ſay, © I hope you do me the juſtice to be 
*.convinced, that I feel whatever you feel, and ſhall ever be 
c affected where you are concerned,” 

Your abord, I muſt tell you, was too cold and Wik ; Ihope 
it is now mended. It ſhould be reſpectfully open and chearful 
with your. ſuperiors, warm and animated with your equals, hearty / 
and free with your inferiors. There is a faſhionable kind of all 

O 0 2 talk, 
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tall, whigh you ſhould-get % which, trifling as it i hof uſt in 
miged companies, and at table, eſpecially. in ꝓbur foreign! depart- 
ment were it keepa off Gene faribus ſubjects; that might create 
diſputes, or at leaſt coldneſs fon a time. Upon ſuch occaſions: it 
s not amiſs to know how to. harler Cuifine, and to be able to diſ- 
ſert upon the growth and flavgur: of wines. Theſe, it is true, ate 
very little things; but they are little things that occur very often, 
and therefore ſhould. be ſaid avec gentilleſſe, et graute. I am ſite 
they muſt fall often in your way, pray take care to catch them. 
There is a certain language of converſation, a faſhionable diction, 
- which, every gentleman ought to be perfectly maſter of, in what- 
ever language he ſpeaks. The French attend. to it carefully, and 
with great reaſon; and their language, which is a language of 
phraſes, helps them out exceedingly. That delicacy of diction is 
characteriſtical of a man of faſhion and good -company. 
I could write folios upon this ſubject, and not exhauſt it; but 
IL. think, and hope, that to you I need not. Vou have heared and 
ſeen enough, to be convinced of the truth and importance of what 
1 have been ſo long inculcating into you upon theſe points. How 
happy am I, and how happy are you, my dear child, that theſe 
Titian tints, and Guido graces, are all that you want to com- 
plete my hopes, and your own character] But then, on the other 
hand, What a drawback would it be to that happineſs, if you 
_ thould never acquire them? I remember, when I was of your 
age, though I. had not had near ſo good an education as you 
have, or ſeen a quarter fo much of the world, I obſerved thoſe 
maſterly touches, and irreſiſtible graces in others, and ſaw the 
neceſſity of acquiring them myſelf; but then an awkward mau- 
1 ©aije honte; | of which I had brought a great deal with me from 
Cambridge, made me aſhamed to attempt it, eſpecially if any of 
my *COUNETy mag, and 2 acquaintance were by. This 
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| matetbecthel; abſurd : imme for vicbobt attempting F could 
| neverh ſugegnd. But! at|clafty)cinfenlibly; by frequenting à great 
deab of good company, and imitating thoſe whom I ſaw that 
every body liked, I formed myſelf unt bien gue mal. For God's 
ſake let this laſtifine varniſſi; ſo neceſſary to give luſtte to the 
whole piece, be the ſole and ſingle object nou / of your utmoſt at- 
tention: Berlin may contribute a ee 26d it; if ar pleaſe, 
there art all the ingredients that compoſe it. 
A propes of Berlin; while you are there, abi care to ſcem ig 
mae of all political matters between the two Courts; ſuch ias- 
the affairs of Oſtfriſe, and Saxe ; Lawemburg, Se. 2 and enter 
into no converſations upon thoſe points; but, however; be as 
well at Court as you poſſibly can; live at it, and make one of 
it. Should General Keith offer you civilities, do not decline 
them; but return them however without being enfant de la Mats 
fon chez lui: ſay des choſes flatteuſes of the Royal Family, and eſ- 
pecially of his Pruſſian Majeſty, to thoſe who are the moſt like to 
repeat them. In ſhort, make yourſelf well there, without mak- 
ing yourſelf ill ſomeuhere elſe. Make compliments from me to 
Algarotti, and converſe with him in Italian. 
I go next week to the Bath, for. a deafneſs, which 1 wa bled 
plagued with theſe four or five months; and which, I am aſſured, 
that pumping my head will remove. This deafneſs, I own, has 
tried my patience; as it has cut me off from ſociety, at an age 
hen I had no pleaſures but thoſe left. In the mean time, I have, 
by reading and writing, made my eyes ſupply the defect of my 
eas. Madam 1 —, I ſuppoſe, entertained both yours: like ; 
however, I am very glad that you were well with her; for ſhe is a 
good Hruneiſe, and puffs are very uſeful to a Kron fellow, at his 
entrance into the world. 9136 01 idle an bam 22. adms3- a 
uf youl ſbould meet with Lord Pembroke again, any where, 
OW. 2 make 
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make” bim man) Wihplitherits from te; and tell it, that 1 
ſnould have Written to Him, bot that IK ev how troubleſome an 
old Corteſpondent tmuſt be to a vn one. He is _ com- 
mended in the aceounts from Hanòdwer. A 
ou will ſtay at Berlin juſt as long as'you/ lle , wi no hag 
ger; and from thence you are abſolutely maſter of your own mo- 
tions, either to the Hague, or to Bruſſels; but I think that you 
had better go to the Hague firſt, becauſe that from thence 
Bruſſels will be in your way to Calais, which is a much better 
paſſage to England than from Helvoetſſuys. The two Courts 
of the Hague and Bruſſels are worth your ſeeing; and you will ſee 
them both to adyanitage, by means of Colonel Yorke and 190 | 
rolles. Adieu. Han ume, for this time. | 
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London, September the 26th, 17 52, 


MY -DEAR FRIEND, 


8 you chiefly employ, or rather wholly engroſs my thoughts, 
J ſee every day, with increaſing pleafure, the fair proſpect 
which you have before you. T had two views in your education; 
they draw nearer and nearer, and I have now very little reaſon to 
diſtruſt your anſwering them fully. Thoſe two were, Parlia- 
mentary and Foreign affairs. In conſequence of "thoſe views, I 
took care firſt to give you a ſufficient ſtock of ſound learning, 
and next, an early knowledge of the world. Without making a 
figure in Parliament, no man can make any in this country; 
and eloquence alone enables a man to make a figure i in Parlia- 
ment, unleſs it be a very mean and contemptible one, which thoſe 
make there who filently vote, and who do Ie ire in ſementiam. 
"RI 3 Fcreign 


Foreign Affairs, yhen ſkilfully ananaged, and ſapported-by a parlia- 
mentary repatatiqn,, lead to whatever is moſt conſiderable in this 
ceguntr . Lou have the languages, neceſſary for that purpoſe, 
with a ſufficient fund of hiſtorical and treaty, knowledge ; that 
is to ſaꝝ you have the Matter ready, and only want the Manner. 


Your objects being thus fred, I recommend to you to have them. 


conſtantly in your thoughts, and to direct your reading, your 
actions, and your words, to thoſe views. Moſt people think only 


er te nata, and few ex profeſſo : I would: have you do both, 
but, begin with the latter. I explain myſelf: Lay down 
certain principles, and reaſon and act conſequentially from 


them. As for example; ſay to yourſelf, I will make a figure in 
Parliament, and in order to. do that, I muſt not only ſpeak, but 
ſpeak very well. Speaking mere common ſenſe will by no means: 
do; and I muſt ſpeak not only correctly but elegantly; and not 
only elegantly but eloquently. In order to this, I will firſt 
take pains to get an habitual, but unaffected, purity, cor- 
rectneſs, and elegancy of ſtyle in my common converſation ; I. 
will ſeek for the beſt words, and take care to; reject improper, in- 
expreſſive, and vulgar ones. I will read the greateſt maſters 2 
oratory, both ancient and modern, and I will read them ſingly n 
that view. I will ſtudy Demoſthenes and Cicero, not to diſ- 
cover an old Athenian or Roman cuſtom, nor to puzzle myſelf 
with the value of talents, mines, drachms, and ſeſterces, like 


the learned blockheads in ws; but to obſerve their choice; of A 
words, their harmony. of diction, their method, their diſtri» | 
bution, their exordia, to engage the favour and attention of 


their audience; and their. perorations, | to enforce what. they have. 

ſaid; and to leave a ſtrong. impreſſion. upon the paſſions, Nor X 
will, 1 be pedant enough to neglect the moderns ; ; for Iy all like-- | 
wiſe ſady Atterbury, Dryden, org ang, (x A Beg nay, 1 
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. e ae 0 yh that ip ntion,, and never 
geaſe eee and e a aeg. wee rl til 
at laſt I become a model pf elogyenee myſelf, which 36 is in every 
man's power, by cart, to be. If. you Ct, gut upon th principle, 
and keep it conſtantly, in your, mind, ft: epmpany Y ou. go into, 
and every book you read, will Fontrib ute. to Jour improyement, 
either by ſhowing you, what to imitate, or what to avoid. Are 
you to give an account of any thing, to a mixed company? or 
are you to endeavour to perſuade either man or woman ? This 
principle, fixed i in your mind, will make you carefully attend to 
the choice of your words, and to the, clearnels and harmony of 
Tus diction. _ 5 x46 YE 

So, much for your bannen he; (Dow to the foreign 
one. ; ; TIS en 
Lay down Grſt thoſe principles 7 2 abſsluteh e 
to form a ſxilful and ſucceſsful negotiation, and form yourfelf 
accordingly. What are they? Firſt, the clear hiſtorical | Know- 
ledge of paſt wenden of that kind. "i hat you} have pretty, well 
already, and will have daily more and more; for, in conſequence 
of that principle, you will read hiſtory, memoirs, anecdotes, &c. 
in that view chiefly, T he other neceſſary talents for negotia- 
tion are, the great art of pleaſing, and engaging the affection and 
confidence, not only of thoſe with whom you are to co: operate, 
but even of thoſe whom you are to oppoſe: : to conceal Jour 
own thoughts and views, and to (diſcover other people's: * 


engage other people's. confidence, by a ſeeming chearful fr Bk. 


j Ant 4 1917/1 


neſs and openneſs, without going a ep, too far: to get the 
perſonal favour of the King, Prince, Miniſtert, or  Miſtres, | 
of the Court to which you are ſent: to gain t the ablolute com- 
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mand over . your temper and your de th at po! l 10 
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Feten ji to Gay, nor us change de to Meß 
5 Et what ſhould be a feht. To familiarize and domeſlicate yourlelf 
in che hovſes of the moſt. be ihderable people of the place, fo as 
8 to be reecired there rather 45 4 friend to the family, than as a 
ſoreigter. igher: "Having theſe: principles conſtantly i in your thoughts, 


1 1 75 very ae You. 6 every dies you ſay, will ſome way or 


other tend to your main' view and common converſation will 


We ws poly fit "you for A. You will, get an habit of checking any 


Kling heat - vou will be upon your guard agaiuſt any indiſcreet 
expert Nen; "you wil by degrees get the command of your con- 

tenance, 0 as tot to change it upom aby the moſt ſudden acci- 
dent: ind you will, above all things, labour to acquire the great 
aft of p leaſing, without Which nothing i is to be done. Company 
; , in truth, a conſtant. ſtate of negotiation ; and, if you attend to 


Bos in that view, will qualify you for any. By the ſame means that 


: you make a friend, guard againſt an enemy, or gain a, miſtreſs ; 
you will make. an idYantageous treaty, baffle thoſe who. coun- 
teract vou, and gi the Ooutt you are ſent to. Make this 
uſe of” all the company you keep,” and your very pleaſures will 
make you a ſucceſsful Negotiator. Pleaſe all who are worth 

| pleaſing; offend none. Keep your. own ſecret, and get out 

- "other people's. Keep your on temper, and artfully warm 
5 other peoples. - Counterwork your rivals with diligence and | 
| dexterity, but at the ſame time with the utmoſt perſonal civility 
to them: and be firm without beat. Nleſſicurs d'Avaux and 

Servien did no mote than this. 1 muſt make one obſervgtion, in in | 

confirmation of this aſſertion; * which is, that the moſt em 

Negotiators | have always been the politeſt and beſt-bred | men! in 

company; even what the women call the prettiaſ men, © For 
God's , never loſe view of theſe two your capital objects; : bend 

| every ding to them, try every thing 10 their rules, and calculate 
| Vor II. A P * ARE my 
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evtty thing ſor their purpoſes, alen reuter den on ch. 
jects, is, that they require” nothing, but phat one n Wee 
intereſt, and pleaſufe, would make one do independently wbthem, ©. 
If a man were never to be in buſineſt, and always to lead a Pebsts 
life, would he not deſite eo pleaſe and yo perſuade 2 G8 tharz in your. + 4 
two deſtinations; your fortune and! gbr huck ih ee 5 
your vanity and your pleaſurts;- Nay more; "A! forei an mieten 
will maintain it, Can never be a good men of N 
not an agreeable 1 man of! pleaſure. too Half his buſinek - 4s. 8 
by the help of his Dana Ald views are Cartigch enz: 8h. pethaps 
beſt, and moſt un ſuſpectedly, at balls, Fuppers; - aflemblics, e 
parties of pleafure ; by intrigues with women, and connection 1 
inſenſibly formed "with 1 at Ae eee hours of amuſe ö 
ment. £ N. ofa» 2 on PIE e 
Theſe e now Ata very bent hep, ard vo have no | 

time to loſe in preparing yourſelf to meet them. Vou will be in 
parliament almoſt as ſoon as your age wilkallow, and I belieye Frau 
will have a foreign department RilF- ſooner; and chat will be earlier _ 
than ever any other body had one. If vo ſet out well at one- 
and twenty, what may you not reaſonably hope: 1 to be at one and 
. om! that F YO wilt Wen Lee Sika leer 
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HE RE is nothing fo i bot, at the e 
there is nothing more difficult (I know it by experience) 
4 for you young fellows, than to know how to behave yourſel ves 
; ** towards thoſe whom you ne * * 


* 30 | are 
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Zak warn, W 3 You. hate all thoſe who, op- 
been views, either of ambition or love z aud a rival, in either, 

is almoſt 2 ſynonimous term for an enemy. Whenever you meet 
bebe a man, you:aro/awkwardly,:cold-to.him, at beſt ; but often 
tucle, and ahrays defirous to giys him ſome indirect lap. T his is 
unteaſonable; for one man has as good a right to purſue an em- 
Flop or e as another; but it is, into the bargain, ex- 
- tremely. imprudent; becauſe you commonly defeat your own pur- 
2 by it, and while) you are contending with each other, a third 
e prevails: IL grant y ouy that the ſituation i is ixkſome; a man 
cannot help chinking as be thinks, nor feeling what he feels; and 
it is a very tender and ſore Point to be thwarted and cou nterwark - 
addons purſuits. at Court, or with a4 miſtreſs 3, but prudence 
and abilities 15986 check the effects, though they cannot remove 
; the cauſe. Both the pretenders make themſelyes diſagreeable to 


their mitts; when. they! Pei the company, by. their pouting 


| or cheireſparring; 3 whereas, it: one of them, has command enough 


over himſelf (whatever he wah; feel inwardly) to be cheatful, gay, 
and eaſily and unaffectedly civil to the other, as if there were no 
manner of competition between them, the Lady will certainly 
like him the beſt, and his rival will be ten times more humbled 
| and diſcouraged; for he will look upon ſuch a behaviour as a 
prdof of the triumph and ſecurity of his rival; he will grow 
outrageous with the Lady, and the warmth of his reproaches will 
probably bring on a quarrel between them. It is the lame in bu- 
ſineſs; where he who can command his temper and his counte- 
nance the beſt, will always have an infinite advantage over the 
other. This is what the F rench call un.procede honnete et g alant, 
to picgue youtſelf upon ſhowing, particular civilities to a man; to 
whom leſſer minds would, in the ſame caſe, ſhow diſlike, or per- 
| apy rudeneſs. . 1 will give you an inſtance of this, in my own 
P P:2* - | caſe , 
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daſe und prey remember it! vkenchen outer carb} a> Dbope | 
1 will in a cd fituatibon. he 7 barons be Hniog yor 


When I went to the Hague, in 12h it war toœngage tlie Ditch 
to come roundly into the wt, auto ſtiptilateꝰ their quitas aſ toe 
Erz; your acgquaintamde the Abbe de lnViley\wasthertradithe = 


part of Prineey-to-endeavoutr-to kinder "thear-from coming intb the * 


War at all. was ittformed, and vety ſotry i to heath tg that he 
had abilities, tetnper, ad induſtryi We equld notboutht, aur 
wa maſters being at war; hut che fieſt time Emet him at a third 
place, I got ſomebody to: preſent m to bim; and I told him, | 
chat though we were to be national enemies, J. flattered myſelf 

we might be, however, perſonal frichds; with + a; good den! 
mite of the ſame kind; WH be returnech in cfull ab palite a 
manner, Two days afterwards I went, early in the morning, to 

ſolicit the Deputies of Amſterdam, whete 1. found. 'F Abbe dela | 
Ville, Who had been beforehand with mer; upon which Ibad- 
dreſſed myſelf to the Deputies, and {aid; Amilingly, Ju ſuis biin 
feebs Meſſeurs de trouteh n Huhemi gener voles" ir. ll conmis 
deja affes pour le craindre, la partiein'et pat "eg ale; mis e ne 

fie d vos: Propres sprerdie; contre lat. talens: de mam Lnnemi, et av 
moins fi je nai pat au le premier mot: J aura le darrtier a. 
jourd'buj, They ſmiled z the Abbé was pleaſed: with the compli- 
ment, and the manner of it, ſtayed about a quarter of an hour, 
and then left me to my Deputies, with whom I.ctintinued upon 
the ſame tone, though in a very ſerious manner, and: told them 
that I was only come to ſtate their own true intereſts to them, 
plainly and es en any of tele arts, 3 it was very 


| N en CID WL) 


i fl 1 am very 1 erg, 8 to kind wy enemy with youz knowledge.of his 
capacity is already ſufficient to make me fear him: Ve b IN but 


1 reuſt w your own intereſt,” kgaidſt Ks talents, If 1 have not thib'dap had dr 
Was Ia! at aft have the left. 
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ndeſſhry forimy Jrixnd-to:makeufo of ta deceive them, I carried 
my point, and continued my procede. with tie Abbé; and by this 


N tuaſy andi polite commerce with him, at third places, ** 


means toi fi put rom him, whereabouts: he was. 


oem, there are but tNÜꝰi »proceder. in the world for > 


_ gintlemaniiand a man of parte either extreme politeneſs; or 
Khoching down. If a man, notoriouſly and deſignedly inſulte 


+ hd nf beſt revenge is to be extremely civil to him. in your: 
board behaviour; though at the ſame time you counter work 
bing and teturn him the compliment; perhaps with intereſt, 
This is not perfidy nor diſſimulation; ĩt would-be ſo, if yu were, 
at d fame! time, to make profeſſions of eſteem and friendfhip- 
7 wie man; which I by no means recommend; but, on the 
contrary; abhor. But all acts of civility are, by common. conſent, 
underſtobct to be no more; can a conformity to. cuſtom, for the 
quiet and convnvency of ſociety, the gr b,j,dU of which art not 
40-be: diſturbed by private diſlikes and-jealouſies. - Only women 
andi littie minds pout and ſpar for che entertainment of the com- 
paty, chat abvays laughs at, and never pities them. For my on 
part, though'I would by no means give up any point to a com- 


petitor, yet 1 would pique: myſelf upon ſhowinig\hini rather more 
_ <civility-than to another man. In the firſt place, this progdde infal- 


_ ibly makes all lar Sieur of your fide, which is a confiderable party; 
andb in tlie next place, it certainly pleaſes the object of the compe-. 
tition, be it either man or woman; -who never fail to ſay, upbn 
ſuch an occaſion; that they muſt: own you 'have' behaved \youtſelf 
very handſomely in the whole affair. The world Jud ges from the 
;APprarances. of things, and not from the reality, which few. are 
able, and till fewer ate inclined to fathom; and a mas, 
who will take care ys to be in the right in thoſe things, may 
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aud afonte 50, knock him down z but if he only injores 
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afford to be ſometimes a little in the wrong in more eſſential ones: 
there is a willingheſs,- a deſite to excuſe 1 . With nine people 
in ten, good- breeding paſſes for good- nature, and they take 
attentions for good offices. At courts there ill be always cold- 
neſſes, diſlikes, jealouſies, and hatred; the harveſt being but ſmall, 
in-proportion to the number of labourers ; ; but then, as they : ariſe 
often they die ſoon, unleſs they are [perpetuated by the manner 
in which they have. been carried on, more than by the matter which 
occaſioned them. The turns and viciſſitudes of courts ſrequern! * 
make friends of enemies, and enemies of friends; you muſt labour, 
therefore, to acquire that great and uncommon talent, of hating 
with-good-breeding, and loving with prudence z to make no quarrel 
irreconcileable, by filly and unneceſſary indications. of anger; and 
no friendſhip dangerous, in caſe it n by a ede . 
and unreſerved confidence. Miri 1 , 

Few (eſpecially young) people know how to bogs: or how to 
hates their love is an unbounded weakneſs, fatal to the perſon they 
love; their hate is a hot, raſh, and imprudent violence, always 
fatal to themſelves. Nineteen fathers i in twenty, and every mo- 
ther, who had loved you half as well as I do, would have ruined 
you; whercas I always made you feel the weight of my autho- 
rity, that you might one day know the force of my love. Now, 
I both hope and believe, my advice will have the ſame weight 
with you from choice, that my authority had from neceſ- 
ſity. My advice i is juſt eight · and thirty years older than your 
own, and conſequently, 1 I believe you think, rather better. As 
for your tender and pleaſurable paſſions, manage them yourſelf; 
but 7 me have the direction of all the others. Your ambition, 
e at leaſt, N 
3 ſafer in my n than i in DS own. Ae EE 
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1 e 0 you now as at che Spurt of Avguſtus, white; | 
"ever, th elite of plealing animated you, it muſt” make 5 

you reg all, 151 means of doing it 'You will ſce there, full as | : 

Hai 1 dare ay, as Horace did at Kalte. how ſtates are defended 12 _ 


bat, Odbber the 4th * 17 52. 
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- by. arms, adorned by manners, and improved by laws.” Nay, you 
38 Horace there, as well as an Auguſtus ; I need” not Hatte e 
Poltaite 90. nil molitur ineþte, as Horace himſelf ſaid. of another 7 

3 2 poet t. 1. habe lately read over all his works, that are : publiſhed, 3 '- 1 
©, though, 'F ha d read them more than once before. I Was induccd | 256 N 
to "this s by 1 His Siecle de Louis XIV. which 1 have yet t ead but 3 8 
four times. In reading over all his works, with more attention I 
ſuppoſe thao before, my former admiration of him i is, I own, turn- 
- ed into | aftoniſhment,. There is no one kind of writing in which 
be has not. excelled. 'You are ſo ſevere A Claſlic, that I queſtion 
whether you will allow me to call his Zenriade an Epic poem, for 
want of the proper number of Gods, Devils, Witches, and other 
1 requiſite for the machinery: : Which machinery - 
Wicems) neceſſary to conſtitute the Epopde. But heel? + you 1 
Vor not, 1 will declare (though poſſibly to my own ng that oF 
1 TR read any Epic poem with near fo much pleaſure.” am | Hs 
Wn old, and have poſlibly löſt a great deal of that © esch 525 | | 
formerly made me love fire in others at any rate, and however at. 


tended with ſmoke: but now I muſt have all ſenſe, and cannot, 
for the ſake of five e e forgive a "thouſand 5. 
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e ſuite. I admire his beauties ; but, to tell you the 


truth, When e Numbers 1 Heep. Vigil, I confels, fls al all ſenſe, and 


therefore T like E114, better chan his model; but he is often e. 


checially in his five or fix laſt books, during which 1 am obliged 
to take a good deal of ſnuff. ' Beſides, I profes myſelf s an ally of 
Ty urnus's, "againſt the pious Eneas, who, like gh Wl aſant 


pious people, does the moſt flagrant inju ſtice and violence, in 


order to execute what they impudently al the will of Heaven. 
But what will you ſay, when I tell you truly, that I cannot 
poſſibly read our countryman Milton through. 
him to have ſome moſt ſublime paſſages, ſome prodigious flaſhes 
of light; but then you muſt acknowledge, that light is often 
followed by darkneſs viſible, to uſe his. own expteſſion. Beſides, 5a 
not having the honour to be acquainted with any of the parties in 
his Poem, except the Man and the Woman, the characters and 


I acknowledge 


ſpeeches of a dozen or two of Angels, and of as many Devils, are 


as much above my reach as my entertainment. Keep this ſecret 


for me; for if it ſhould be known, I ſhould be abuſed by every 
| taſleleſs pedant, and every ſolid Divine in England. | 


Whatever I have ſaid to the diſadvantage of theſe three Poems, 


holds much ſtronger againſt Taſſo's Gieruſalemme: : 1t is true 
he has very fine and glaring rays of poetry; but then they are 
only meteors, they dazzle, then diſappear, and are ſuccoededꝰy * 


falſe thoughts, poor concerti, and abſurd impoſſibilities; ; witneſs the 


Fiſh and the Parrot, extravagancies unworthy of an Heroic' Poem, | 


and would much better have become Ariolto, who profeſſes 
le coglionerie. 


: 


I have never read the Luſiade of Camoens, except in a proſe 


' tranſlation, conſequently I have never read it at all, fo thall ſay 
nothing of it; but the Henriade is all ſenſe ſrom the beginning 
to the end, often adorned by the juſteſt and livelieſt reflec- 
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muſt infiſt, on my, p part, that he at leaſt equals, þ im. What Hero 
erer interefted more than 1 Henry the fourth, who, according 
to the rules of Epic poetry, catries on one great and long aQtion, 
and ſucceeds i in, it at laſt? What deſcription _ ever excited more 
horror than thoſe, firſt of the Maſſacre, and then of the F amine, : at 
Paris?) Was love ever painted with more truth and 7 
than in the ninth book ? Not better, in my mind, even in & 

a fourth of Virgil. Upon the whole, with all your claſſical _ 
if you v will but ſuppoſe , St. Lowis a God, a Devil, « or, a Witch, and 
that he appears in perſon, and not in a dene the "Hinriags will 


be an Efe poem, according | to the ſtrideſt, ſtatute laws of 1 the 


— TT + 5 


1 could expatiate as much upon all his different ok but that 
1 NO exceed the bounds of a letter, and 1 run into a diflertation. 


How delightful f is his Hiſtory \ of. that Northern Brute, the King 
ol Sweden! ſor 1 cannot call bim a Man ; and ſhould be ſorry 


CIO) 


to baye him paſs for a Hero, out of regard to tho e true eroes; 
ſuch as Jalius Czar, Titus, Trajan, and the preſent King of 
Pruſſia; who cultivated and encouraged arts and ſciences z : whoſe 
animal e courage Was accompanied by the tender and ſocial ſenti- 
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ts ts of humanity 3, and who had more pleaſure 1 in i roving, . 
Ma in "deſtroying their fellow. creatures. What can g more 


touching, « or more intereſting ; what more ..nobly, thought, or 
Joe .- 


mare happily expreſſed, than all his dramatic W W What can 


Y 181 itt! 
be. more clear and wk than all 1 his phaloſox 1 ical letters | And 


33. — | 
and tle 
J LON Maou. ſo graceful bj 59 gent le, AS all i little 1 
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triſſes ? You are uam a portte of verifying, by your bsw. 
| ledge of the man, all that I have ſaid of his works. 
Monſieur de Maupertuis (whom I hope you will get acquainted 
with) is, w what one rarely meets with, deep in philoſophy and 
mathematics, and yet honnete et aimable homme ; Algarotti is 
young Fontenelle. Such men muſt neceſſarily give you the defire; 
of pleaſing them; and if you can frequent them, their acquaint- 
ance will furniſh you the means of pleafing every body elfe. 

A propos of pleaſing; your pleaſing Mrs, F—-—d is ex- 
pected here in two or three days; I will do all that I can for 
you with her: I think you carried on the romance to the third 
or fourth volume; I will- continue it to the eleventh ; but as 
for the twelfth and laſt, you muſt come and conclude it your- 
felf. Wan fum qualis erum. 

Good-night to you, child ; for I am going to bed, juſt at the 

hour at which I ſuppoſe you are beginning to live, at Berlin. 


LE TT © - JL. 


| Bath, November the 16th, 1752. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


1 or to call it by a L name, the deſire of ad- 
miration and applauſe, is, perhaps, the moſt univerſal 
principle of human actions; I do not ſay, that it is the beſt ; and 
I will own, that it is ſometimes the cauſe of both fooliſh and cri- 
minal effects. But it is ſo much oſtener the principle of right 
things, that, though they ought to have a better, yet, conſidering 
human nature, that principle is to be encouraged and cheriſhed, 
in conſideration of its effects. Where that deſire is wanting, we 
2 are 


are apt to be indifferent, liftlefs, Wilen and inert; we 40 "me; 
exert our powers; and we appear to be as much below ourſelves, 
as the vaineſt man living can defire to — above what he re- 
ally i is. | 
As I have made you my confeſſor, and do not ſcruple to con- 
feſs even my weakneſſes to you, I will fairly own, that I had that 
vanity, that weakneſs, if it be one, to a prodigious degree; and, 
what is more, I confeſs it without repentance; nay, I am glad I 
had it; ſince, if I have had the good fortune to pleaſe in the world; 
it is to that powerful and active principle that I owe it. I be- 
gan the world, not with a bare defire, but with an infatiable 
thirft, a rage of popularity, applauſe, and admiration. If this 
made me do ſome filly things, on one hand, it made me, on the 
other hand, do almoſt all the right things that I did: it made me 
attentive and civil to the women I diſliked, and to the men I de- 
ſpiſed, in hopes of the applauſe of both: though I neither defired, 
nor would I have accepted the favours of the one, nor the friend- 
ſhip of the other. I always dreſſed, looked, and talked my beſt; 
and, I own, was overjoyed whenever I perceived that by all 
three, or by any one of them, the company was pleaſed 
with me. To men, I talked whatever I thought would give 
them the beſt opinion of my parts and learning; and, 
to women, what I was ſure would pleaſe them; flattery, 
gallantry, and love. And moreover I will own to you, under 
the ſecrecy of confeſſion, that my vanity has very often made 
me take great pains to make many a woman in love with me, if 1 
could, for whoſe perſon I would not have given a pinch of ſnuff, 


In company with men, I always endeavoured to out-ſhine, or, at + 


leaſt, if poſſible, to equal the moſt ſhining man in it. This de- 
fire elicited whatever powers I had to gratify it; and where 1 
could not perhaps ſhine in the firſt, enabled me, at leaſt, to ſhine 
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in a ſecond or third Iphere. By theſe means I ſoon grew in fa- 
ſmon; and when a man is once in faſhion, all he does is right. 
It was infinite pleaſure to me, to find my own faſhion and popu- 
larity. I was ſent for to all parties of pleaſure, both of men or 
women ; where, in ſome meaſure, I gave the tone. This gave 
me the reputation of having had ſome women of condition; and 
that reputation, whether true or falſe, really got me others, With 
the men I was a Proteus, and aſſumed every ſhape, in order to 
pleaſe them all : among the gay, I was the gayeſt, among the 
grave, the graveſt; and I never omitted the leaſt: attentions of 
good-breeding, or the leaſt offices of friendſhip, that could either 
pleaſe, or attach them to me: and accordingly I was ſoon con- 
nected with all the men of any faſhion or figure in town. 

To this principle of vanity, which Philoſophers call a mean 
one, and which I do not, I owe great part of the figure which 1 
have made in life, I wiſh you had as much, but I fear you have too 
little of it; and you ſeem to have a degree of lazineſs and liſtleſſ- 
neſs about you, that makes you indifferent as to general applauſe. 
This is not in character, at your age, and would be barely par- 
donable in an elderly and philoſophical man. It is a vulgar, ordi- 


nary ſaying, but it is a very true one, that one ſhould always put 


the belt ſoot foremoſt. One ſhould - pleaſe, ſhine, and dazzle, 
wherever it is poſſible. At Paris, I am ſure you. muſt obſerve 


que chacun ſe fait valoir autant qu'il eft poſſible; and la Bruyere ob- 
ſerves, very juſtly, gu oa ne vaut dans ce monde gue ce qu on vent 
valoir : wherever applauſe is in queſtion, you will never ſee a 


French man, nor woman, remiſs or negligent. , Obſerve the eternal 


-attentions and-politeneſs that all people have there for one another. 


Ce n eft pat pour leurs beaux yeux, au moins. No, but for' their 
-own fakes, for commendations and applauſe. Let me thenirecom- 
mend this paneiple of vanity to you; act upon It e fericulb; 1 


4 | promiſe 
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promiſe you it will turn to your account. Pradliſe all the arts 
that ever Coquette did, to pleaſe. Be alert and indefatigable in 
making every man Ae and every woman in love with you. 
I can tell you too, *. nothing will _ you” Kgher in the 
W | ** r 

I have had no letter from you ſince your bel at. Farbe though 
you muſt have been long enough there to have written me two or 
three. In about ten or twelve days I propoſe leaving this place, 
and going to London; I have found conſiderable benefit by my 


ſtay here, but not all that I want. Make wy com ans to Lord 
Albemarle. | | 


LE... KR; LXXIIL, 


Bath, November the 28th, 1752. 


My DEAR FRIEND, 
IN CE my laſt to you, I have read Madame Maintenon's 
letters; I am ſure they are genuine, and they both enter- 
tained and informed me. They have brought me acquainted 
with the character of that able and artful Lady; whom Tam con- 
vinced; that I now know, much better than her directeur the 
Abbé de Fenelon (afterwards Archbiſhop of Cambray) did, 
when he wrote her the 185th letter; and I know him the better 
too for that letter. The Abbe, though brimful of the divine love, 
had a great mind to be firſt | Miniſter, and Cardinal, in order #9 
doubt, to have an opportunity of doing the more good. His be- 
ing direcleur at that time to Madame Maintenon, ſeemed to be a 
good ſtep towards thoſe views. She put herſelf upon him for a 
aint, and he was weak enough to believe it; he, on the other 
hand, would have put himſelf upon her for a ſaint too, which, I 


dare 
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Aare ſay, ſhe did not believe; but both of them knew, that it was 


neceflary for them to appear ſaints to Lewis the XIV, who they 
were very ſure was a bigot. It is to he preſumed, nay, indeed it 
is plain by that 18 5th letter, that Madame Maintenon had hint- 
ed to her directeur ſome ſcruples of conſcience, with relation to her 
commeree with the King; and which I hambly apprehend to 
have been only ſome ſeruples of - prudence, at once to flatter the 
bigot character, and increaſe the deſires of the King. The pious 
Abbs, frightened out of his wits, left the King ſhould im- 
pute to the direteur any feruples or difficulties which he might 
meet with on the part of the Lady, writes her the above-men- 
_ tioned letter; in which he not only bids her, not teaze the King 

by advice and exhortations, but to have the utmoſt ſubmiſſion to 
his will; and, that ſhe may not miſtake the nature of that ſub- 
miſſion, he tells her, it is the fame that Sarah had for Abra- 
ham ; to which ſubmiſſion Iſaac perhaps was owing. No bawd 
could have written a more ſeducing letter to an innocent country 
girl, than the directeur did to his penitente; who, I dare ſay, had 
no occaſion for his good advice, Thoſe who would juſtify the 
good diredleur, alias the pimp, in this affair, muſt not attempt 
to do it, by ſaying, that the King and Madame Maintenon, were 
at that time privately married; that the directeur knew it; and 
that this was the meaning of his enigme. That is abſolutely im- 
poſſible ; for that private marriage muſt have removed all ſcruples 
between the parties; nay, could not have been contracted upon 
any other principle, ſince it was kept private, and conſequently 
prevented no public ſcandal, It is therefore extremely evident, 
that Madame Maintenon could not be married to the King, at 
the time when ſhe ſcrupled granting, and when the directeur 
adviſed her to grant, thoſe favours which Sarah with ſo much 
ſubmiſſion granted to Abraham: and what the directeur is 

| EE pleaſed 
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pleaſed to call h * de Dieu, was moſt. evidently a ſtate of 
concubinage. The letters are very, well worth your reading ; SAP 
throw light upon many things of thoſe times. 

I have juſt received a letter from Sir William Stanhope, - Go 
Lyons; in which he tells me that he ſaw you at Paris, that he 
thinks you a little grown, but that, you do not make the moſt of 
it, for that you "_ Rill; 4 ailleurs his letter was a panegyric 
of you. | 

The young Conte de Schullemburg, the Chambellan hem 
you knew at e is come over with the King, et A auſſ 
vos eloges. 

Though, as IT told you in my laſt, I 1200 ive buying a 
K way of virtu, yet there are ſome portraits of remarkable 
people that would tempt me. For inſtance, if you could by 
chance pick up at Paris, at a reaſonable price, and undoubted 
originals (whether heads, half lengths, or whole lengths, no matter) 
of Cardinals Richelieu, Mazarin, and Retz; Monſieur de Tu- 
renne, le grand Prince de Condé; Meſdames de Monteſpan, de 
Fontanges, de Mombaſon, de Sevigne, de Maintenon, de Chevreuſe, 
de Longueville, d'Olonne, &c. I ſhould be tempted to purchaſe 
them. I am ſenſible that they can only be met with, by great 
accident, at family ſales and auctions, ſo I only mention the affair 
to you eventually. | | 

I do not underſtand, or elſe I do not INS CRY what affair 
you mean in your laſt letter; which you think will come to 
nothing, and for which, you ſay, I had once a mind that _ 
ſhould take the road again. Explain it to me. 

I ſhall go to town in four or five days, and carty back with 
me a little more hearing than I brought; but yet, not half 
enough for common uſe. One wants ready pocket money much 
oftener than one wants great ſums; and, to. uſe a very odd 


expreſſion, 


* 
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expreſſion, I want to hear at ſight. I love every-day ſenſes, 
every-day wit and entertainment 3 a man who is only good on 
enn is opus for Meg little. Adieu. 41 


f 
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rat nh New-Year n 1753, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | 


T is now above a fortnight fince I ve iu a letter from 
you. I hope, however, that you are well, but engroſſed by 
the buſineſs of Lord Albemarle's bzreau in the mornings, and by 
buſineſs of a genteeler nature in the evenings; for I willingly give 
up my own ſatisfaction to your improvement, either in buſineſs 
or manners. 05 1 4. 

Here have been lately imported Glen Paris FOO gentlemen, 
who, I find, were much acquainted with you there; Comte Sin- 
zendorf, and Monſieur Clairaut, the Academician. The former is 
a very pretty man, well-bred, and with a great deal of uſeful 
knowledge; for thoſe two things are very conſiſtent. I examined 
him about you, thinking him a competent judge. He told me, 
gue vous parkies I Allemand comme un Allemand; que vous 
ſgavies le droit public de I Empire parfaitement bien; que vous 
aviez le goiit | ſur, et des connoiſſances fort etendues. I told 
him, that I knew all this very well; but that I wanted to know 
whether you had Pair, les manieres, les attentions, enfin le brillant 

di un honntte homme : his anſwer was, Mais oui en verite, cet 
fort bien. This, you ſee, is but cold, in compariſon of what J 
do wiſh, and of what you ought to wiſh. Your friend Clairaut 
interpoſed, and faid, A vous 5 Ju il eft fort ps to 

which 
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which 1 aig, 7 4 h crois bien, 4 vis a-vis des Lapons vos amis \ 
je vous recuſe pour Jage, juſpu d ce gue vous gie tte Jeaponine, « au 


moint dir ans, parmi les honmcter gens. Theſe teſtimonies in your 
favour are ſuch as perhaps you are ſatisfied with, and think ſuf- 
ficientz but 1 am not : they are only the cold depoſitions of dif- 
intereſted and unconcerned witneſſes, upon a ſtrict examination. 
When, upon a trial, a man calls witneſſes to his character, and 

that thoſe witneſſes only ſay, that they never heared, nor do not 
| know any ill of him; it intimates at beſt a neutral and inſignifi- 
cant, though innocent character. Now I want, and you ought 
to endeavour, that Jes agremens, les graces, les attentions, EF. 

ſhould be a diſtinguiſhing part of your character, and ſpecified of 
you by people-unaſked. I wiſh to hear people ſay of you, ah 
9u il eft aimable / Quelle manieres, quelles graces, guel art de plaire! | 
Nature, thank God, has given you all the powers neceſſary ; and 
if ſhe has not yet, I hope in God ſhe will, give you the will of 
exerting them. 

[ have lately read, with great 3 Voltaire's 909 little Hi- 
| flories of Jes Croiſades, and I Eſprit humain ; which 1 recommend | 
to your peruſal, if you have not already us them. They are 
bound up with a moſt poor performance, called Micromegas, 
which is ſaid to be Voltaire's too; but I cannot believe it, it is ſo 
very unworthy of him: it conſiſts only of thoughts ſtolen from 
Swift, but miſerably mangled and disfigured, But bis Hiſtory of 
the Croiſades ſhows, in a very ſhort and ſtrong light, the moſt 
immoral and wicked ſcheme, that was ever contrived by knaves, 
and executed by madmen and fools, againſt humanity, There is 
a ſtrange, but neyer-failing relation, between honeſt madmen and 
ſkilful knaves; and wherever one meets with collected numbers 
of the former, one may be very ſure that they are ſecretly di- 
iced by the latter. The Popes, who have generally been both 
Vol. II. N „ ... on 
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the ableſt and Me oreateſt Enawes in Europe: Wanted all the 
power and money of the Eaſt: for they had all that was in Eu- 
rope already. The times atid the minds favoured their deſign, 
for they were dark and uninformed; and Peter the Hermit, at 
once a knave and a madman; Was a Rae papal tool for ſo wild and 
wicked an undertaking.” ''I wiſh we had good hiſtories of 'every 
| part of Europe, and indeed of the world, written upon' the plan 
of Voltaire's de 1 Efprit biumain ; for, I own, I am provoked at 
the contempt which moſt hiſtorians ſhow for humanity in gene- 
1 one would think by them, that the whole | human” ſpecies 
conſiſted but of about a hundred and fifty people, called and dig- 
nified (commonly very undeſervedly too) by the titles * I 
rors, Kings, Popes, Generals, and Miniſters.” ente 

I have never ſeen, in any of the news- papers, 75 mention of 
the affairs of the Cevennes, or Grenoble, which you pave me an 
account of ſome time ago; and the Duke de Mirepoix pretends, at 
leaft, to | know. nothing of. either. Were they falſe reports; or 
docs the French Court chuſe to Rifle them? I hope that they 
are both true, becauſe I am vety willing,” that the cares of the 
French government ſhould be "IO and wat to _—_ 
ſelves, x 1.28269 uo 
Your. friend, the Electreſs Palatine, has ann me fix wild boars 
heads, and other pizces de ſa chaſſe, in return for the fans, which 
ſhe approved of extremely. This preſent was ſignified to me by 
one Mr. Harold, who wrote me a letter in very indifferent Eng- 
liſh; 1 ſuppbſe he is a Dane, who has been in England. 
Mr. Harte came to town yeſterday, and dined with me to-day. 
We talked you over; and I can aſſure you, that though a Parſon, 
and no member du Seal monde, he thinks all the moſt ſhining 
N accompliſhments of it full as neceſſary for you, as I do. His ex- 


FPreſton was, that is all that bet wants; but i, be wants | that, con- 
3 J ering 


P9071 OU MAPA MOMS e, wn 


fun his ftuation ond: Aalen, e a dit wean ver 
benen ach lie bert vade : en Sch 10 43345 bn 7% 00 

This is the day when: people reciprocally offer, and receive, the 
kinde and the wartneſt wiſhes, though, in general, without mean- 
ing them on one ſide, or believing them on the other. They are 
Fonds" by the head, in compliance with cuſtom, though diſa- 
vowed by the heart, in conſequence of nature. His wiſhes, upon 
this occaſion, are the beſt, that are the beſt turned; you do not, I 
am ſure, doubt the truth of mine, and eee I will expreſs 
them with a Quaker-like, ſimplicity. May this new year be a 

very new one indeed to you; may you put off the old, and put on 
che new man |. but I mean the outward, not the inward. man, 

With this alteration, 1, might Wy ſum up all my wither for you 
in theſe-words, ITN | Eat acer Mio 8 

Dit tit 4 annos, * te nam cetera n aol: 

This minute, I receive your letter of the 26th paſt, which gives 
me a very diſagrecable reaſon for your late ſilence. By the ſymp- 
toms which,you mention of your illneſs, L both hope and believe, 
that it was wholly owing to your own want of care. You are 
rather inclined to be fat, you have naturally a good | ſtomach, and 
you eat at the beſt tables; which muſt of courſe make you pletho- 
ric: and, upon my word, you will be very ſubject to theſe acci- 
dents, if you will not from time to time, when you find yourſelf 
full, heated, or your head aching, take ſome little eaſy preven- 
tive purge, that would not confine you; ſuch as chewing a little 
rhubarb, when you go to bed at night, or ſome ſenna-t in the 
morning. You; do very well to live extremely low, or, {ome 
time; and I could wiſb, though, I do not expect it, that vou 
would take one gentle vomit: for thoſe giddineſſes, and 8 
mings in the head, always proceed from ſome foulneſs of the ſt 0 
d ach However, upon the whole, I am very glad, that your 
2M. . | old 
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old complaint has not i anixed itſelf with his : which, I am fully 
convinced, ariſes ſingly from your on negligence Adieu. 
Lam Wy for TI e * his fafter's aneuat. 
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| London, Hug the . 17563. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


NEVER think my Fwd fo well employed, as when I think 
Lit employed to your advantage. You have long had the 
greateſt ſhare of it; you now engroſs it. The moment is now 
deciſive; the piece is going to be exhibited to the public; the 
mere out- lines, and the general colouring, are not ſufficient to 
attract the eyes, and to ſecure applauſe; but the laſt finiſhing, 
artful; and delicate ftrokes, are neceſſary. Skilful Judges will diſ- 
cern, and acknowledge their merit; the ignorant will, without 
knowing why, feel their power. In that view, I have thrown 


together, for your uſe, the encloſed Maxims ; or, to ſpeak more 


properly, obſervations on men and things; for I have no merit as 
to the invention; I am no ſyſtem-monger; and, inſtead of giving 


way to my imagination, I have only conſulted my memory; and 


my concluſions are all drawn from facts, not from fancy. Moſt 
maxim- mongers have preferred the prettineſs to the juſtneſs of a 
thought, and the turn to the truth; but I have refuſed myſelf to 


every thing that my own experience did not juſtiſy and confirm. 


I wiſh you would conſider them feriouſly, and ſeparately, and 
recur to them again pro re natd in fimilar caſes. Young men are 
as 179 0 to think 3 i * as drunken men are to 


* 
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think 8 enough. They look upon unt b. to be a 
much better thing then experience; which they call coldneſs, 
They are but half miſtaken ; for thougli ſpirit, without expe- 
rience, is dangerous, experience, without ſpirit, is languid and 
defective. Their union, which is very rare, is perfection: you 
may join them, if you pleaſe; for all my, experience is at your 
fervice 3 and I do not deſire one grain of your ſpirit in return. 
Uſe them both ; and let them reciprocally animate and check 
each other, I mean here, by the ſpirit of youth, only the vivacity 
and preſumption of youth; which hinder them from ſeeing the 
difficulties, or dangers of an undertaking ; but T do not mean, 
what the ſilly vulgar calls ſpirit, by which they are captious, jea- 
Jous of their rank, ſuſpicious of being undervalued, and tart (as 
they call it) in their repartees, upon the ſlighteſt occaſions. This 
is an evil, and a very filly ſpirit, which ſhould: be driven out, and 
transferred to an herd of ſwine. This is not the ſpirit of a man of 
faſhion, who has kept good company. People of an ordinary, 
low education, when they happen to all. into good-company, . 
imagine themſelves the only object of its attention; if the com- 
pany whiſpers, it is, to be ſure, concerning them; if they laugh, 
it is at them; and if any thing ambiguous, that by the moſt 
forced interpretation can · be applied to them, happens to be ſaid, 
they are convinced that it was meant at them; upon which they 
grow out of countenance firſt, and then angry. This miſtake. is 
very well ridiculed in the Stratagem, where Scrub ſays, I am ſure 
they talked of me, for they laughed conſumedly. A well-bred man 
ſeldom thinks, but never ſeems to think, himſelf ſlighted, under- 
valued, or laughed at in company, unleſs where it is. ſo plainly 
marked out, that his honour obliges him to reſent. it in a proper 
manner; mais les honn#tes gens ne ſe boudent jamais. I will admit, 
that 1 it is very difficult to command ones-ſelf. enough, to behave 
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with cafe,” anknelz, ad "good-breedinyy teac thoſe, vhs 
one 1 diſlike, Hig Ki and} injure otie, à8 far as they © can 
without perſonal conſequences zbut Taffert,” chat it ib abfolutely 
neceſſary to do it: you muſt aidbikoe the man Hd hate, if you 
cannot-be Juſtified in knocking Kim down; for | otherwiſe you 
avow the 1 injury, which you cannot revenge. K vey Cuckold 
(and there are many ſuch at Paris) pockets his' horns, when he 
cannot gore with them; and will not add to the triumph of his 
maker, by only butting with them ineffectually. A ſceming i igho- 
rance is very often a moſt neceſſary part of worldly knowledge. | 
It is, for inſtance, commonly adviſable to ſeem ignorant of what 
people offer to tell you ; and, when they ſay, Have not you heared 
of ſuch a thing? to anſwer, No, and' to let them go' on, thou gh 
you know it already. Some have a pleaſure in telling it, back 
they think that they tell it well; others have a pride in it, as 
being the ſagacious diſcoverers; and many have a vanity in ſhow- 
ing that they have been, though very undefervedly, truſted : all 
theſe would be diſappointed, and conſequently diſpleaſed, if you 
ſaid, Ves. Seem always ignorant (unleſs to one moſt intimate 
friend) of all matters of private ſcandal and defamation, though 
you ſhould hear them a thouſand times; for the parties affected 
always look upon the receiver to be almoſt as bad as the thief: 
and, whenever they become the topic of converſation, | ſeem 
to be a ſceptic, though you are really a ſerious believer; and 
always take the extenuating part. But all this ſeeming ignorance 
ſhould be Joined to thorough and extenſive private informations: 
and, indeed, it is the beſt method of procuring them ; for moſt 
people have ſuch a vanity, in- ſhowing a ſuperiority over others, 
though but for a moment, and in the mereſt trifles, that they will 
tell you what they ſhould not, rather than not ſhow that they 
CAN tell what you did not know : beſides, that ſuch ſeeming 


ignorance 
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| noi n * fork incurious, and conſequently 1 a 5 | 


GT > 3 


_ dehigning; , However, fiſh for facts, and take pains to. be well 5 
informed of eyery thing that paſtes; but fiſh judiciouſly; and not 
always, nor indeed often, in the ſhape of direct queſtions; ; which | 


always put people upon their guard, and, often repeated, grow fixe- * i | 


ſome. But ſometimes take the things that you would Know, for 
granted ; ; upon which ſomebody will, kindly and officiouſly, f ſet | 
you right : ſometimes ſay, that you have heared ſo and ſo; and 
at other times ſeem to know more than you do, in order to know 
W that you want: but avoid direct queſtioning, as much as you 
All theſe neceſſary arts of the world require conſtant atten- 
* We of mind, and coolneſs. Achilles, though invul- 
nerable, never went to battle, but completely armed. Courts are 
to be the theatres of your wars, where you ſhould be always as 
completely armed, and even with the addition of a heel- piece. 
The leaſt inattention, the leaſt d; Hraction, may prove fatal. I 
would fain ſee you what pedants call ommis homo, and what Pope | 
much better calls all-accompliſhed : you have the means in your 
power, add the will, and you may bring it about. The vulgar | have 
a coarſe ſaying, of /poiling a hog for a balfpenny-x worth F zar pre- 
vent the application, by providing the tar ; it is very eaſily. to be 
had, in compariſon with what you have already got. 1 
The fine Mrs. Pitt, who, it ſeems, ſaw you often at Paris, 
ſpeaking of you the other day, ſaid, in F rench, for ſhe ſpeaks 
little ll = — — — — 
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whether it is that you did not pay the bemage 4 to "Yer 5 
ng or that it did not ſtrike Fo as 1t does others, 1. can- 
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ee (location FEE Nau, Which Lam Saen Bit js geg, 
Had beg in pur cle J ſhould have endeaygured, a 15 to 
8 enen Mr. Mackanin his Nee 5 Mane: read o 


] Hage rald,; nd her moſt ſublime. mother,, Mes. Face; Be i 


both: inquired alter Jou: and Mrs. Fitzgerald ſaid, tbe hopes 


: you went on with your dancing; ar ſaid Ves, and that y vou 


aſſured me, you had made ſuch oonſiderable improuements in it, 


that you, had now Jearned to ſtand till, and even upright. ;Your 


virtuoſa, la Signora Veſtri, ſung here the other day, with great 
applauſe : I preſume you are intimately acquainted with er 


met. Good night to you, whoever, you paſs it with. 


1 have this moment received a packet, ſealed with , your ſeal, 


though not directed by your hand, for Lady Hervey, 2 No letter 


n n Are * not well ? 


LEY 
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BL London, May, the 27th, 0. 8. 1754 


; 


- MY DEAR F FRIEND, 
Have this day been tired, Jaded, nay tormented, by the com- 


4 pany ;of : a moſt worthy, ſenſible, and learned man, à near 


FU of mine, Who dined and paſſed the evening with me. 


> — - 


This ſeems.” a paradox, but i is a Plain t truth; he has no know- 


i 


ledge, of .1 the w world, no manners, no addreßz; far from talking 


without book, as is commonly ſaid of people who talk fllily, he 
only talks by book; which, in general converſation, is ten times 
worle, _ He 19s formed in, his own cloſet, from books, certain 


| ſtems of « every thing, argues renaciouſly upon thoſe prineiples, 


d is both ſurprized and angry at whatever deviates from them. 
ae . 
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His theorie eee unſortum: i 
wy? Becauſe he has only read; and not cnerſecd: Fe is 


| bouring) with his matter, he is delivered of it with Hangs; 
he heſitates; ſtops in his utterance, and always expreſſes Him- 
ſelf inelegantly. His adios due in ungractful; ſo that, with 
all his merit and knowledge, T would rather converſe ſix houns 
with the moſt frivolous tittle-tattle woman, ho knew ſomething 
of the world; than with him. The Prepoſterous notions of a 
Hilematical man, who does not know the world, tire the patience 
of a man who does. It would be endleſs to correct his miſtakes, 
nor would he take it kindly ; ſor he has conſidered every thing 
deliberately, and is very ſure that he is in the right. Impropriety 
is a characteriſtic, | and a never-failing 'one, of 'theſe people. 
Regardleſs, becauſe ignorant, of cuſtoms and manners, they violate 
them every moment. They often ſhock, though they never mean 
to offend ; never attending either to the general character, or the 
particular ifkidavidhing circumſtances of the people to whom, or 
before whom they talk: whereas the knowledge of the world 


and proper in one company, time, and place, are exceedingly 
abſurd in others. In ſhort, a man who has great knowledge, 
from experience and obſervation, of the characters, cuſtoms, and 
manners of mankind, is a being as different from, and as ſupe- 
riot to, a man of mere book and ſyſtematical knowledge, as a 
well · managed horſe is to an aſs. Study therefore, cultivate, and 
frequent men and women; not only in their outward, and con- 
ſequently guarded, but in their interior, domeſtic, and conſe- 


tions of things, as by obſervation and experience you find they 
= are, and not as you read that they are or ſhould be; for 
Vol. II. sf they 


et with books, and an abſolute ſtranger to men La- 


teaches one, that the very ſame things, which are exceedingly right 


quently leſs diſguiſed, characters and manners. Take your no- 
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they neven. ate quite, what they ſhould- he. For this purpoſe,, do 
not content, yourſelf with, general and on acquaintance; but, 
wherever you can, eſtahliſh vourſelf, with, a kind of domeſtic 
familiarity, in good houſes. For inſtance, go again to Orli, for 
two or three days, and ſo at two or three repriſes Go and ſtay 
two or three days at a time at Verſailles, and improve and extend 
the acquaintance yourhaye, there. Be at home at St. Cloud; and, 
whenever any private perſon of faſhion, invites you to paſs a few 
days at his country. houſe, accept of the invitation. This will 
; neceſſarih give you a verſatility of mind, and a facility to adopt 
various manners and cuſtoms; for every body defares to pleaſe 
thoſe in whoſe houſe they are; and people are only to be: pleaſed 
in their own; way. Nothing is more engaging than a, chearful 
and eaſy conformity to people's particular manners, habits, and 
even weakneſſes; nothing (to uſe a vulgar, expreſſion) ſhould 
come amiſs to a young fellow. He ſhould be, ſor good purpopſes, 
What Aleibiades was commonly for bad ones, a Proteus, aſſuming 
With eaſe, and wearing with chearfulneſs, any ſhape. Heat, cold, 
luxury, abſtinence; gravity, gaiety, ceremony, eaſineſs, learning, 
k Wine buſineſs, and pleaſure, are modes which he ſhould be able 
to take, lay aſide, or change occafianally,- with as much eaſe; as he 
y would take or lay aſide his hat. All this is only to be acquired 
by uſe and knowledge of the world, by keeping a great deal of 
company, analyſing every character, and inſinuating yourſelf into 
the familiarity 'of,; various acquaintance. A right, a gęnetous 
amhition to make! a figure in the world, neceſſarily gives the 
deſite of pleaſing; the deſire of pleaſing points out, to a great 
degree, the means of doing it; and the art of pleaſing is, in truth, 
the art of riſing, of diſtipguiſhing.one's-1elf,, of, making a figure 
and a ſortune in the world. But without pleaſing, without the 
ere as:L have) told you a thouſand times, gti Fatica d vana. 
0 71 7 | Re 


ATT H bp Gol gl 43 B2gHP A140. "I 
You” MAH bet! nindtecty"ih (ape At hie Wioſff 6f your 
<vtintryttien' ate 5il1beraMy Reg Urte in Port at the 
Viniverfity.) You have reatly'"gor "the Hire gf them in learu- 
ing; and, if ou cat eqtally get the ſtart of them in che 
knowledge and manners of the World Seu may be very ſute of 
oCut-ruhming them i Cott and Parkament, as you ſet out ſo 
much eathier than they. Tbey generally begin but to ſee tlie 
world at one andetwenty; you will by that age have ſeen all 
Fuürope. They ſet out upon theit travels unlicked cubs; and 
in their travels they only lick one another, for they lde go 
into any other company. They know nothing but the Eygliſh 
world, and the worſt part of that too, and generally very little of 
Any but the Engliſh language; and they come home, at three or 
foursandi twenty, refined and poliſhed das is i ſaid in one of Con- 
gtere's plays) like Dutch ſleippers from a whale-fiſhing, The 
Gate Which has been taken of you, and (to do you Juſtice) the 
ente you have taken of yourſelf, has left yoo; at the age of nine- 
teen only, nothing to acquire; but - the knowledge of the world, 
| manners, addreſs,” and thoſe exterior accompliſſiments. But they 
are great and neceſſary acquiſitions, to thoſe who have ſenſe 
enough to know their true value; and your getting them before 
you ate one- and-twenty, and before you enter upon the active 
and ſhining ſcene of life, will give you ſuch” an advantage over 
all your cotemporaties, that they cannot overtake you ; they muſt 
be diſtanced. You may probably be placed about a young 
Pines, who will probably be a young King There all' the 
various arts of pleaſing, the engaging addreſs, the verſatility of 
manners, the Irillant, the Graces; will out weigh and yet ontrun 
All ſokd knowledge and unpoliſhed merit? Oilliyourſelf there- 
fote; ard be both ſupple and ſhining, for that ace} if ou would 
de firſty\or early; at che goal. Ladies will inoſt ptobably too, have 
20 802 ſomething 
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ſometliing to ſſay there and thaſa who are beſt with them, wilt 
pròbably be beit ſanetubart ehe Labour th great point, my 
dear child, indefatigably ; attend to the very ſmalleſt parts, the 
rhinuteſt graces, the moſt trifling circumſtancea, that can poſſibly 
concur in forming the ſining character of a complete Gentleman, 
un galant home; un homme de Cour, à man of buſineſs and plea- 
ſure; eim des hommes,' recherche. des femines,. aim de tout le 
mode, In this view, obſerve the ſhining! part of every man of 
faſhion, who is liked and eſteemed; attend to, and imitate, 
that particular accompliſhment for which you hear him chiefly 
celebrated and diſtinguiſhed : then collect thoſe various parts, 
and make yourſelf a Moſaic of the whole. No one body 
poſſeſſes every thing, and almoſt every body poſſeſſes ſome one 
thing worthy of imitation: only chuſe your models well; and, in 
order to do fo, chuſe by your ear more than by your eye. The 
beſt model is always that which is moſt univerſally allowed to be 
the beſt, though in ſtrictneſs it may. poſſibly not be ſo. We mult. 
take maſt things as they are, we eannot make them what we 
would, nor often what they ſhould: be; and, where moral duties 
are not conterned; it is more prudent to follow, than to attempt 
to lead. Adieu. Nee HELD IE. TOY 10 CL \; Qtr 
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o have ſet ont well-at, wh am n 0e in Jovg,with,, 
1 Madame! Munter, which I am very, glad. off, you axe; in 5 
fine company there, and J hope one of it ; ſor it is not enoug 
your age to/be merely in . company i but you ſhould, 2 0 
* 2 * 
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your adureſs und atrentions; mak chat good radmpainy think" you 
one ofothenie2!:Phete isla tribute due tos heanty, even inde- 
pendeatlycof-farther-views3' which tribute I hope, vou paid Wich 
alacrity to Madame Munter and Madame Degenfeldt: depend 
upon it they expected it, and were offended in proportion as that 
tribute ſeemed either unwillingly or ſcantily paid. I believe my 
friend Kreuningen admits nobody now to his table, for fear of 
their communicating the plague to him, or at leaſt the bite of a 
mad dog. Pray profit of the enrrdes libres, that the French" Em- 
baſſador has given you; frequent him, and/gpeabto hin. L-think 
you will not do amiſs to call upon Mr. Butriſb, at Aix la Chapelle, 
— it is ſo little out of your way; and yon will doi ſtill 
better, if. yon would, which I know! you will not, drink thoſe 
waters, for five or fix days only, to ſcour your ſtomach and 
bowels a lite: I am ſure it would do you a great deal of good. 
Mr. Burriſh can, doubtleſs, - give you the beſt letters to Munich 
and he will naturally give you ſome to Comte Prey ſiag de Comte 
din heim; and ſuch ſort of grave people; but I could wiſh that 
you would aſk him for ſome to young: fellows of pleaſure, or 
faſhionable coquettes, that you may be dans l hunndte dbauche 
de Munich. A propos of your future motions; I leave you in a 
great meaſure the maſter of them, ſo ſhall only ſuggeſt | my | 
thoughts to you upon that ſubjet, _ 

You have three Electoral Courts in view, Bonn, urn and 
Manheim. I would adviſe you to ſee two of them rather cur- 
ſorily, and fix your tabernacle at the third, whichever that may be, 
for a conſiderable time. For inſtance, , ſhould you chuſe (as I 
fancy you will) to make Manheim the place of your reſidence, 
ſtay only ten ot twelve days at Bonn; and as long àt Munich, and 
theti go Und fix at Manheim; and ſo, vice verſd, if you” ſhould: 
ike Bonk ot Munich better we N you would Manheim Wc 
make. 
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a (Hat cke ace o bor ThdeHes, Anden his u « other”: 
055 2 e Gi n nan He müch pleaſcd Hifnfelf or 
pleaſe others much; in hy place where he 18 Aly 4 Bike of paſſage 


for eight or ten 5 "neither party thinking it Wörth while to 

make an acq qjudintahce, Tall fes to form any cbnHectidon, för- ſo 
15 ua : but when months are the caſe, à man m may do. 
meſticate Fimſelf! pretty well; and very ſoon, not be looked upon 


IJ ſtranger. This is the real utility of travelling; when „by 


239 1410 


contracting a familiarity at any place, you get into the inſide of 
| * and ſee it in its undreſs. © That is "the only way of knowing 
the © cuſtoms, the manners, and all the little characteriſtical peculi- 
arities, ” chat diftiniguiſh « one place from ore but then this fa- 

iliari is not to be brought about by cold, formal viſits 
of Half a1 an hour: no; you muſt ſhow a willingneſs A defire;an 
rmpatience, of forming connections, 1 faut g y preter, et y mettre 


au | tant, au defir de plarre. © Whatever you do approve, you muſt 
be lavilh in y our be, of; and vou muſt learn to commend 
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what you do 3 approve | of, if it is approved of there Vou are 
not much given t to praiſe,” I know ; but it is becauſe ybu do not 


Jet! know, ow extremely people are engaged by a ſeeming ſanc- 


10 


tion to elk own opinions, prejudices, and weakneſſes, cven in 
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the mereſt tiles. Our ſelf love is mortified, when we think our 


opinions, and even our taſtes, cuſtoms, and dreſſes, either atraign- 
ed Or A as, on the contrary, it is tickled and flattered 


i. ii 


| by approbation. 1 | will give 0 a remarkable inſtance of this 
kind. The famous Earl of Shafreſbury, in the flagitious reign of 


Charles the Second, while he was Chancellor, had a mind to be 

a Favourite as well as a Miniſter of the King: in order therefore 
to pleaſe His Majeſty, whoſe prevailing paſſion was women, my 
Lord kept a wW—e, whom he had no occaſion for, and made no 


N | manner of uſe of. The King ſoon heared of it, and aſked him if 
2? þ £ it 
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it ns tine r he owned it g hat; thats? Hough he kept that | 
one woman the. Bad. ſereral others beſides, ,for. he loved variety.” 
A few. days afterwards; the King, at his public, 1 levee, faw Lord 
Shaſrefhpiey at ſome diſtange, and ſaid in the circle, © One would 
« not; think that that little, weak man is the greateſt wbore- 
«, maſter in England; but I can aſſure you that he i is. Upon 
Lord dhaſteſbury s, coming into the circle, y there Was a Fat 


"fv by 


ſwile; the King ſaid, “ This is concerning you, n wy, Lord“ 
4% Me, Sir! anſwered the Chancellor, with ſome Jurpri ſe, e. Yes, 
7 * you,” anſwered the King; ( for 1 bad juſt ſaid, that you 

© were the greateſt hom mates; in England: Is it not true?“ 
65 —— a ſabjeft, Sir, replied Lord Sbaſteſpury, ec perhaps. I 
nam. It is the ſame in every thing ; we think a difference of 
opinion, of conduct, of manners, a tacit, reproach, at leaſt, upon 
aur on; we. muſt therefore uſe ourſelves to a, ready confor- 


mity to whatever is neither, criminal nor diſhonourable. | 'Who- 


ever differs from any general cuſtom, is ſuppoſed both to. think, 
and, proclaim himſelf wiſer than the reſt of the world; which. the 


1-0 


reſt of the world cannot bear, eſpecially. in a young man. A 
young fellow is always forgiven, and often a pplauded, \ when he 
carries a faſhion. to an exceſs; but never if he ſtops tho rt of it. 
The, firſt is aſcribed to youth and fire; but the latter is imputed 
to an affectation of ſingularity, or ſuperiority. | At . your 25 one 
is allowed to outrer faſhion, droſs, vivacity, gall lantr „ but 
by no means to be behind hand in any one of them. A8 8 one 


10 


Ted x. 
may apply to m in this, aſe, Kere eraſer, 1 ile 
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Gn F all the various ll that tonipole tlie uſefol and 
neceflary art of pleaſing, no one is ſo effectual and engaging, 
as that gentleneſs, that doureur of ' countenance and manners,” to 
Which you are no ſttanger, though (God knows hy) a ſworn 
enemy. Other people take great pains to conceal,” or diſguiſe, 
their natural imperfeQions ; ; fone, by the make of their clothes, 
and orher arts, (endeavour to conceal the defects of their ſhipe; 
women, who unfortunately haue natural bad complexions, lay on 
8500 ones; and beth men and women, upon whom un kind na- 
ture has inflicted a ſurlineſs and ferocity of countenance, do at 
leaſt all they can, thou gh often without ſucceſs; to "ſoften and 
mitigate it; they affect douceur, and aitm at ſmiles, though' often 
In the attempt, like the Devilin Milton, they g grin horribly, ghaſtly 
mile. But 'you are the only perſon I ever knew, in the whole 
courſe of my life, who, not only diſdain, but abſolutely re- 
ject and difguiſe a great advantage, that nature has kindly grant- 
ed. vou eaſily gueſs I mean countenance; for ſhe has given 
you a very pleaſing one; but you beg to be excuſed, you will 
not accept it; but, on the contrary, take ſingular pains to put on 
the moſt funefte, forbidding, and unpleaſing one, that can poſſibiy 
be imagined. This one would think impoſſible; but you know it 
to be true. If you imagine that it gives you a manly, thoughtful, 
and deciſive air, as ſome, though very few of your countrymen do, 
you are moſt exceedingly miſtaken ; for it is at beſt the air of a Ger- 
man corporal, part of whoſe exerciſe is to look fierce, and to b/a/c- 
meer op. You will ſay, perhaps, What, am I always to be ſtudying 
| | | my 
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my countenance, in order to wear this douceur ? 1 LO. No, do it 
but for a "fortnight, and you never will have occaſion to think of it 
more. Tükk bs > Kalff che pains to reFover the ebuntenance that 
nature gave you, that you muſt have taken to diſguiſe and deform 
it as you h have, aud the buſineſs will be done. Accuſtom your 
eyes to 2 certain ſoſtgeſs, of which they are very capable, and 
your face to ſmiles, which become it more than moſt faces 1 
Know. Give! all your motions too, an air of douceur, whic] % 
directly the reverſe of, their preſent celerity ang rapidity. -I wi 
you. would adopt a little of Lair du Covent { (you very well Kc 
what I mean) to a certain degree; ; it has ſomething extremely 
engaging 3 there is a mixture of benevolence, affection, and 
unction, in ale it is frequently really ſincere, but is almoſt 5 
thought ſo, and conſequently pleafing. Will; you call this trouble? 
It will not be half an hour's trouble to you in a week's time. 
But ſuppoſe it be, pray tell me, why did you give yourſelf | the 
trauble of learning to dance fo well as you do? It is neither a 
religious, moral, or civil duty. You muſt. own, that you did it 
then ſingly to pleaſe, and you were in the right on't, Why do 
you year fine clothes, and curl your hair ? Both are troubleſome ; 
lank loeks, and plain flimzy rags, are much caſier. 1 This tes 
you alſo do in order to pleaſe, and you do very right. But then, 
for God's fake, reaſon and act conſequentially; and endeavour tb 
pleaſe in other things too, Rill more eſſential; and without which 
the trouble you have taken in thoſe is wholl 7 thro-m away. 
You ſhow your dancing, perhaps, ſix times a year, at molt; but 
q ſhow. your countenance, and your common motions, every - 
day, and all. day. Which then, I appeal to yourſelf, oupht you 
to ching of the moſt, and care to render eaſy, graceful, and en- 


gaging. Douceur of c countenance and geſture, can alone make 


Ws ſp. You are by no means ill-natured; and would you 
Vol. I * then 
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then moſt unjuſtly! :be1 reckoned fo ? Vet your cctntnon ebuhte. 
nance| intimates, ani would make any body; who did not know 
you; believe it. A propos of this; I muſt tell you what was ſaid the 
other day to a fine lady 1 you know, who is very good- 
natured in truth, but whoſe common countenance implies ill 
nature, even to brutality. It was Miſs H n, Lady M—9's 
niece, whom you have ſeen, both at Blackbeath and at Lady 
Hervey's. Lady M—y was ſaying to me, that you had a very 
engaging countenance, when you had a mind to it, but that you 
had not always that mind; upon which, Miſs H — n ſaid, 
that ſhe liked your countenance beſt, when it was as glum as ber 
own, Why then, replied Lady M—y, you two ſhould marry; 
for, while you both wear your worſt countenances, nobody elſe 
will venture upon either of you; and they call her now, Mrs. 

Stanhope. | To complete this douceur of countenance and mo- 
tions, which I ſo earneſtly recommend to you, you ſhould carry 
it alſo to your expreſſions, and manner of thinking, nettes y tou- 
fours de J aſfectueum de J onction; take the gentle, the favourable, 
the indulgent fide of moſt queſtions. I own, that the manly and 

ſublime John Trott, your countryman, ſeldom does; but, to 
ſhow his ſpirit and deciſion, takes the rough and harſh fide, 
which he generally adorns with an oath, to ſeem more formi- 
dable. This he only thinks fine; for, to do John juſtice, he is 
commonly as good-natured as any body. Theſe are among the 
many little things which you have not, and I have lived long 
enough in the world to know of what infinite conſequence they 
are, in the courſe of life. Reaſon then, I repeat it again, within 
yourſelf, conſequentially ; and let not the pains you have taken, 
and ſtill take, to pleaſe in ſome things, be 4 pure perte, by your 
negligence of, and inattention to others, of much leſs Wn. 
and much more conſequence. 
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Oriental, biſtorys particularly that of the Jews, ſince the de- 
ſtruction of cheir temple, and their diſperſion by Titus; but the 
confuſion and uncertainty of the whole, and the monſtrous ex- 
travagancies and falſehoods of the greateſt part of it, diſguſted 
me extremely. Their HThalmud, their Miſchna, their Targums, 
and other traditions and writings of their Rabbins and Doctors, 
who were. | moſt of them Cabaliſts, are really more extravagant 
and abſurd, if poſſible, than all that you have read in Comte de 
Gabalis; and, indeed, moſt of his ſtuff is taken from them. 
Take this ſample of their nonſenſe, which is tranſmitted in the 
writings of one of their moſt conſiderable Rabbins. One Abas 
Saul, a man of ten feet high, was digging a grave, and happened 
to find. the eye of Goliah, in which he thought proper to bury 
himſelf, and ſo he did, all but his head, which the gs eye 
was unfortunately not quite deep enough to receive.” This, 1 
aſſure you, is the moſt modeſt lye of ten thouſand. I have 
alſo read the ＋ urkiſh Hiſtory, which, excepting the religious. 
part, is not fabulous, though very poſſibly not true. For 
the Turks, having no notion of letters, and being, even by 
their religion, forbid the uſe of them, except for reading and 
tranſcribing. the Koran; they have no hiſtorians of their own, 
nor no authentic records nor memorials, for other hiſtorians 
to work upon: ſo that what hiſtories we have of that country, 
are written by foreigners; ; as Platina, Sir Paul Rycaut, Prince 
Cantemir, &c. or elſe ſnatches only of particular and "ſhort 
periods, by ſome who happened to reſide there at thoſe times; 
ſuch as Buſbequius, whom I have juſt finiſhed. I like him, as far 
as he goes, much the beſt of any of them: but then his account 
is, properly, only an account of his own embaſſy, from the Em- 
peror Charles the Vth to Solyman the Magnificent. However, 
Tt-2 
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HHetl He glrcs, PII dicelly, The befkactdunt FEnow, of thieuſtoms 
And maler of tue rufke ad el ch madre f that -povernt 
ment, Which 18 a woſt extinordinary one! For, defpotic as it al- 
ways feerhs, and ſometimes 1 is, it is in truth a military republic ; 
; and the teal power reſides in the Janiflaries; ' who ſometimes order 
their Sultan to ſtrangle his Vizir, and ſmetimes the Vizir to de. 
poſe or ſtrangle his Sultan, according as they happen to be angry 
at the one or the other. I own, I am glad that the capital 
ſtrangler ſhould, in his turn, be Brangle-able, and now and then 
ſtrangled. For 1 know of no brute ſo fierce, nor no criminal ſo 
guilty, as the creature called a Sovereign, whether King, Sultan, 
or Sophy, who thinks himſelf, either by divine or human right, 
veſted with an abſolute power of deſtroy ing his fellow- creatures; 
or who, without inquiring into his right, lawleſsly exerts thar 
power. The moſt excuſable of all thoſe human monſters, are the 
Turks, whoſe religion teaches them inevitable fataliſm. A propos 
of the Turks; my Loyola, I pretend, is ſuperior to your Sultan. 
Perhaps you think this impoſſible, and wonder Who this Loyola 
is. Know then, that I have had a Barbet brought me from 
France, ſo exactly like Sultan, that he has been miſtaken for him 
ſeveral times 3 only his ſnout is ſhorter, and his ears longer than 
Sultan's. He has alſo the acquired knowledge of Sultan; and 1 
am apt to think that he ſtudied under the ſame maſter 0 Paris. 
His habit, and his white band, ſhow him to be an Eccleſiaſtic; and 
bis begging, whieh' he does very earneſtly, proves him to be of a 
Mendlicant order; which, added to his flattery and inſinuation, 

make him ſuppoſed - to be a Jeſuit, and have acquired him the 
name of Loyola. I muſt not omit oo, nen he breaks 

winds he ſmells exactly like Sultans 
I do not yet hear one jot the better for all my - mhz and 
pampings though I have been here already full half my time; 
I conſequently 
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L. conſequently 80 very dittle, inte mfG N, being .very litdle fit 
for ag - 15d, hope, hu keep company. enough, for 1us both; you 
will get por by that, than I. ſhall by, all readings 1 xcad 
ſingly o amuſe myſelf, and fill up my time, of which I have, too 
much z but you, have two. much, better reaſons for going, into 
company, \Pleaſure and Profit. . May vou find a, great Seal of 
both, in a great deal of co company . Alen 
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AW O, mails are no- Sou . Holland, ſo 8 have no 
letter from you to acknowlege; but that, you know, by 
long experience, does not hinder my writing; to you: I always 
receive your letters with pleaſure ; ; but I mean, and endeavour, 


that you ſhould receive mine with ſome profit; preferring . 
your advantage to my on pleaſu re. 

If you find yourſelf well ſettled and naturalized at Anh, 
ſlay there ſome time, and do not. leave a certain for an uncertain 
good: but if you think you ſhall be as well, or better eſtabliſhed 
at Munich, go there as ſoon, as you pleaſe; and if, diſappointed, 
you can always return to Manheim. I mentioned, in a former 
letter; your paſſing the Carnival at Berlin, which, I chink, may be 
\ both; uſeful} and pleaſing to you; however, do as you will z. but 
let me know what you reſolve. That King and that country 
have, and will have, ſo great a ſhare in the affairs of Hurape, that 
they are well worth being thoroughly known. | Y 
11 Whether, where you are now, or ever may be pn you | 
ak French, German, or Engliſh moſt, | aral recommend 
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to you a particular attention to the propriety and elegaticy of 
your ſtyle : employ the beſt words you can find in the language, 
avoid eacophony; and make your periods as hirmoitious As you can, 
need not, I am fare, tell you, what you muſt often have felt, 
how much the elegancy of diction adorns the beſt thoughts, and 
palliates the worſt. In the Houſe of Commons, it is almoſt eve 
thing; and indeed, im every aſfembly, whether public or ea 
Words, which are the dreſs of thoughts, deſerve, ſurely, more care 
than clothes, which are only the dreſs of the perſon, and which, 
however, ought- to have their ſhare of attention. If you attend 
to your ſtyle, in any one language, it will give you an habit of 
attending to it in every other; and if once you ſpeak either 
French or German very elegantly, you will afterwards ſpeak much 
the better Enpliſh' for it. I repeat it to you again; for, at leaſt, 
the thouſandth time, exert your whole attention now in acquir- 
ing the ornamental parts of character. People know very little 
of the world, and talk nonſenſe, when they talk of plainneſs and 
ſolidity unadorned; they will do in nothing: mankind has been 
long out of a ſtate of nature, and the golden age of native ſim- 
plicity will never return. Whether for the better or the worſe, no 
matter; but we are refined ; and plain manners, plain dreſs, and 
plain diction, would as little do in life, as acorns, herbage, 
and the water of the neighbouring ſpring, would do at table. 
Some people are juſt come, who interrupt me in the middle 
of my ſermon 4 ſo good night. ä 
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t Hot My h aten, November the 26th, 758. 
8 MY DEAR FRIEND, | 


ut Ain: = 


41 N E doings at Manheim] 11 one may give. credit te che 
weekly, hiſtories of Monſieur Roderigue, the fineſt writer 
among the moderns, not only des chaſſes brillantes et nombreisſas, 

des operas ou les acteurs. ſe ſurpaſſent, les jours des Saints de L L. 
A A.. E E.  ſerenifii mes, celebres en grand gala; but, to crown 
tbe whole, Monſieur Zuchmantel is happily arrived, and Mon- 
ſieur Wartenſleben hourly expected. I hope that you are pars 
nagna of all theſe delights; though, as Noll Bluff ſays, in the Old 
Batchelor, bat raſcally Gazeteer takes no more notice of you, than 
if you were not in the land of the living. I ſhould think, that he 
might at leaſt have taken notice, that in thoſe rejoicings you ap- 
peared with a rejoicing, and not a gloomy countenance; and you 
diſtinguiſhed yourſelf, in that numerous and ſhining company, by 
your air, dreſs, addreſs, and attentions. If this Was the caſe, as I 
will both hope and ſuppoſe that it was, I will, if you require it, 
have him written to, to do you juſtice in his next ſupplement.  Seri- 
ouſly, I am, very glad, that you are whirled in that rourbillon of 
pleaſures; they ſmooth, poliſh, and rub off rough corners: perhaps 

too, you have ſome particular colliſion, which is ſtill more effectual. 
Schannat's Hiſtory of the Palatinate was, I find, written 
originally in German, in which language, I ſuppoſe, it is that 
you have read it; but, as I muſt humbly content myſelf with the 
French tranſlation, Vaillant has ſent for it for me, from Holland, 
ſo that I have not yet read it. While you are in the Palatinate, 
Jou do very well to read every thing relative to it; you will do 
ſtill 
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ſtill better, if you make that reading the foundation, of your 
inquiries inta the more minute. cirgumſtances; and anecdotes 
of that country, whenever you, are in e with informed and 
knowing people. 1 

The Miniſters here, inüchudatell 17 the abſurd and nodes 
clamours of the mob, have, very weakly in my mind, repealed, this 
ſeſſion, the bill which they had paſſed in the. laſt, for, rendering 
* Jews capable of being naturalized, by ſubſequent acts of parlia- 
ment. The clamourers triumph, and will, doubtleſs, make far- 
ther demands; which, if not granted, this piece of complaiſance 
will ſoon be forgotten. Nothing is truer in politics, than this re- 
fleaion of the Cardinal de Retz, Que le peuple craint toujours 
quand on ne le craint pas; and, conſequently, they grow unrea- 
ſonable and inſolent, when they 201 that they are feared. Wiſe 
and honeſt governors will never, if they can help it, give the 
people juſt cauſe to complain; but then, on the other hand, 
they will firmly withſtand groundleſs clamour. Beſides, that this 
noiſe againſt the Jew bill, proceeds from that narrow mob- ſpirit 
of intoleration in religious, and inhoſpitality in civil matters; 
both which all wiſe governments ſhould oppoſd. 

The eonfuſion in France increaſes daily, as, no doubt, yo} 
are informed, where you are. There is an anſwer of the Clergy $ 
to the remonſtrances of the Parliament, lately publiſhed ; which 
was ſent me by the laſt poſt from France, and which 1 would 
have ſent you, encloſed in this, were it not too bulky. Very 
probably you may ſee it at Manheim, from the French Miniſter : 
it is very well worth your reading, being moſt artfully and plau- 
fibly written, though founded upon falſe principles; - the Jus 6 di- 
vinum of the Clergy ; and, conſequently, their ſupremacy in all 
matters of faith and doctrine are. aſſerted ; both which I abſolutely 
deny. Were thoſe two points allowed the Clergy e of any coun- 
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try wiſh (ver; they müll neteſfatliy 80 ert chat cülltry AU. 
{efutay45 every thitiy being, directly r indireaty; relative Wye 
er Gectrine; and. ever v5 ſuppoſed to Have the poet of fividg 
and damning ſouls; to all eternity, (w which power the Clergy pt 
tend toy will be mch more conſid ed, and better öbey cd, cha 
any civit power; that forms tio ben beyond this a 
Wherens, in truth, the Clergy in © r every country are, Ike All cher 
ſubjes, dependant upon the Se legiſlative power; and ät 
a ppoitited by that power, under whatever reſtrickions And, lickits: 
abi pleaſes, to keep up decency and detorum in the Cibiell 
quit ' us conſtables are to keep peace in the pariſl. Tig 
Fra. Pablo has clearly proved, even upon their own princ of 
the 81d and new Teſtament, in his book de Beneßciis, Which Ire 
commend to 5 you to read with attention; it is {hore die! 


Arb — 113 : 1 * 1 L4- | Nn " Welten Wi ho 05 e 


4 


21113 Ja 400 JO $53 441 mon Aan 1 Nis . VSrl? 


aunt or L E l 10K E. R. LXXXI. 489 d 


inne 10 n * 1041 AQ! 
: Es” | © Lohdon, December the 2 gh, 75 . 
MY 9 amt ee 


7 TERDAY ag a gain I received "two letters Fry once from 
you, dle one of the 7th, the other of he! by Sth, Tooth "from 
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10 Wb bac. in your life ſo good a 00 for aſt Kang | 
oe to} 0 6 or to any body elſe, as your ſore finger lately Forkiheb 

11 1 it v Was pai nful, and 1 am glad it i 18 curedl; but 
a 1 finger, how ever painful, is a much leſſer evil than lazi- 
neſs, of either e or mind, 1780 attended 22 fewer ill Sanft 
quence. 12 un BY 
I am very glad to hear that you were e diſtinguiſhed} at the 
Court of Manheim, from the reſt of, your” :countrymen ant 
Vol. II. U u fellow- 
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fallow-traveliers: it is a fign that you had i better cttianners; and 
addreſs than they; for! take it for granted, the beſt - bred people 
will always be the beſt received, wherever they go. Good man- 
ners are the ſettled medium of ſocial, as Fecie is of commercial 
— returns are equally expected for both; and people will no 
more advance their civility to a Bear, than their money to a 
— T really both hope, and beliere, that the German 
Hurts will; do you a great deal of good ; their ceremony and 
reſtraint being the proper correctives, and antidotes, for your 
niegligence and inattention. 1 believe they would not greatly 
reliſh your weltering in your own lazineſs, and an ecaſy chair; nor 
take it very kindly; if, when they ſpoke? to you, or you to them, 
you looked another way; as much as to ſay, kiſs my b—h. 
As they give, ſo they require attention; and, by the way, take 
this max im for an undoubted truth, That no young man can poſſi- 
bly improve in any company, for which he has not wipe 
cnough to be under ſome degree of reſtraint. 
I dare not truſt to Meyſſonier's report of his Rheniſh, til Bur- 
gundy not having anſwered, either his account or my expecta- 
tions. I doubt, as a wine-merchant, he is the per ſidus caupo, 
whatever he may be as a banker. I ſhall therefore venture upon 
none of his wine ; but delay making my proviſion of Qld Hack, 
till J go abroad myſelf next ſpring; as I told you, in the utmoſt 
ſecrecy, in my laſt, that T intend to do; and then, probably, 
I may taſte ſome that I like, and go upon ſure ground. There 
is commonly very good, both at Aix-la-Chapelle and Liége; 
where I formerly got ſome excellent, en I carried wich me 
to Spaa, where I drink no other wine. . oy 
As my letters to. you frequently — I will ions 1 15 
that part of my laſt, which related to ydur future motions. 
e you ſhall be tired of n, 8⁰ to Dreſden; 3 where Sir 
3 Charles 
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— vil fry who will ;xeocive you with open arms. 
He dinbo nd ile melt · day ao and ſets out for Dreſden in about fix 
weeks. O He ſpoke/of you with; groat kindneſs, and impatience to 
dee yoW again Heil truſt / and employ you in buſineſs (and he 
is nd ih qe irhole ferret oft itnportance) till we fix our place to 
meet 'ity 5 whivh, probably, will be Spaa. Wherever you are, in- 
forth yourſelf minutely of, and attend particularly to the affairs 
of France; they grow ſerious, and, in my opinion, will grow 
riot arid more ſo every day. iT he King is —_— and I do not 


time, which ſeldom happens to the: fame man. His Miniſters ae 
known to be as diſunited as incapable: he beſitates between the 
Church and the Parliaments, like the Aſs in the fable, chat ſtarved 
between two hampers of hay; too much in love with his miſtreſs 
to part with her, and too much afraid, for his ſoul, to enjoy her: 
jealous of the Parliaments, who would ſupport his authority ; and 
a devoted bigot to the Church, that would deſtroy it. The peo- 
ple are poor, conſequently diſcontented: thoſe who haye religion, 
are divided in their notions of it; which is ſaying, that they hate 

one another. The Clergy never do forgive; leſs will they 
forgive che Parliament: the Parliament never will forgive them. 
The Army muſt, without doubt, take, in their own, minds at 
leaſt, different parts in all theſe diſputes, which, upon occaſion, 
would break out. Armies, though always the ſupporters and 
tools of abſolute power, for the time being, are always, the de- 
ſtroyers of it too; by frequently changing the hands in which 
hey think proper to lodge it. This was the caſe of the Prato- 
rian bands, who depoſed and murdered the monſters they, had 
' raiſed to'oppreſs mankind, The Janiſſaries in T urkey, and the 
begimente of e in Ruſſia, do the ſame now. The French 
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of religion and government, and begin to be fpregiudicati ; the 
officers do ſo too; in ſhort, all the ſymptoms, which I have ever 


met with in hiſtory, previous go graat changes and revolutions in 


government, now exiſt, and daily increaſe, in France. I am glad 
of it-; the reſt of Europe will be the quieter, and have time to re- 
cover.” England, Tam ſure, wants reſt; for it wants men and 
money: the Republic of the United Provinces wants both, fill 
more: iche other powers cannot well dance, when neither 
Prante, for tlie maritime powers, can, as they uſed to do, pay 
the" piper.” Thie firſt ſquabble in Europe, that I foreſee, will be 
about the Crown of Poland, ſhould the preſent King die; and 
therefore I-wiſh- his Majeſty a long life, and a merry Chriſtmas. 
So much for foreign politics: but, a praput of them, pray take 
care, while you are in thoſe parts of Germany, to inform yourſelf 
correctly of all the details, diſcuſſions, and agreements, which 
the ſeveral wars, confiſcations, bans, and treaties, occaſioned be- 
tween the Bavarian and Palatine Eleorates;: 6 See are rei 
ing and curious. 0 

0 ſhall not, upon . canta of oh e new year, 
repeat to you the wiſhes which I continue to form for. you; 0 
know them all already; and you know that it is abſolutely in your 
own power to ſatisſy moſt of them. Among many other — 
this is my moſt earneſt one, that you would open the new year 
with a moſt ſolemn and devout ſacrifice to the Graces; who never 
reject thoſe that ſupplicate them with fervour : without them, let 
me tell you, that your friend Dame Fortune will ſtand: ei in little 
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London, 1 . the 1 oth, _ | 
ur PEAR FRIEND, aden e r 


HAV ve this moment received your letter of the 26th paſt, 
45 Munich, Since you are got o well out of the diſtreſs 
and dangers of your Journey from Manheim, I am lad that you 


were in them, 
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T tint but little PINA of the much greater Aifreſs and 
dangers which you muſt expect to meet with in your great, and, I 
hope, long journey through liſe. In ſome parts of it, flowers are 
ſcattered with profuſion, the road is ſmooth, and the proſpect 
pleaſant ; ; but in others (and I fear the greater number) the road 
is rugged, beſet with thorns and briars, and cut by torrents. 
Gather the flowers in your way; but at the ſame time guard 
againſt the briars that are either mixed with them, or un moſt 
certainly ſucceed them. 
I thank you for your wild boar, n now be is dead, 1 ies 
him ſe laiſſera bien manger malgre qu'il en aie; though I am not 
ſo {ure that I ſhould have had that perſonal valour which ſo ſuc- 
ceſsfully diſtinguiſhed you in ſingle combat with him, which 
made him bite the duſt like Homer's heroes, and, to conclude 
i 2 my 


* . * 
. | 
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my period ſublimely, put him inta that pablie, from which I. pro- 
poſe eating him. At the ſame time that i applaud yu valour, 
muſt do juſtice to your modeſty ; which candidly iadmits, that 
you were not overmatched, and that your, adverſary; was of about 
your own age and f1ze., A Marraſſin, being under a year: old, 
would have been below. your indignation. iC Beis de compagnis, 
being under two years old, was ſtill, in my opinion, below your 
glory; but I gueſs that your enemy was 4 Ragot, that is, from 
two to three years old; 3: A age and fize a4 Tn: Oy 
tem: anſwer pretty well to yours. 
If accidents of bad roads or waters ho ants 8 550 at Ma- 
nich, do not fancy that pleaſures will; and I rather 0 
you will ſeek for, and find them, at the Carnival at Berlin; ir 
which ſuppoſition, I eventually direct this letter to your e 
there. While you are at Berlin (I earneſtly recommend e you 
again and again) pray care to ſee, hear, know, and mind, every 
thing there. The ableſt Prince in Europe, is ſurely; an object that 
deſetves attention; and the leaſt thing that he does, like the 
ſmalleſt ſketches of the vnn l has its value, and. a con- 
ſiderable one too. urn Jan Swan 1 
Read with care * e Cheb Eva and inform, yourſelf of the 
good effects of it, in thoſe parts of his dominions where it has 
taken place, and where it has baniſhed the former chicanes, quirks, 
and quibbles of the old law. Do not think any:detail;tog minute, 
or trifling, for your inquiry and obſervation. I wiſh that you 
could: find one hours leiſure every day, to read ſome good Italian 
author, and to converſe in that language with our worthy friend 
Signor Angelo Cori: it would both refreſh: and improve your 
Italian, which, of the many languages you know, I take toi be that 
in E you are tlie leaſt — but of which ton, you already 


know 
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** ennοg·̃hu e amke yourſels: neee 
trouble whenever you: pleaſe; - STi ome .o47 1H | mid-goion og 
1: Biuvep dwellz and grow, at the ſeveral Courts: there uſe them 
ſo mach 0/ your face, that they may not lool upon you/as 
4 fi Obſerve; and take the tone, even to their affetta» 
tions and folie; for ſuck there are, and perhaps ſhould be, at all 
Courts Stay, in all events, at Berlin, till inſorm you of Sir Charles 
Williams's arrival at Dreſden; vhere, I ſuppbſe, you vuld mot 
care to be before him, and where you may go as ſoon after him 
as ever you pleaſe, Your time there will neither be unproſitably 
not diſagreeably ſpent; he will introduce you into all the beſt 
company, though he can introduce you to none, ſo good as his 
own. He has of late applied himſelf very ſeriouſly to fortign af - 
fairs, eſpecially thoſe of Saxony and Poland; he knows them per- 
fealy well, and will tell you what he knows. He always expreſs 
ſes, and I have gaod reaſon We * Os n. 
and affection for you. 
The works of the late Lord Bolingbroke are Fry -ubliſhed;. 
and have plunged me into philoſophical ſtudies; which hither- 
to I have not been much uſed” to, or delighted with; con- 
vinced of the futility of thoſe reſearches: but I 1 read 
his Philoſophical Eſſay upon the extent of human know- 
ledge, which, by the way, makes two large quarto's and an half. 
He there ſhows very clearly, and with moſt ſplendid eloquence, 
what the human mind can, and cannot do; that out underſtand- 
ings are wiſely ealeulated for our place in this planet, and ſor 
the link ſuhich we ſorm in the univerſal chain of things; but that 
they are byino means capable of that degree of knowledge, which 
our curioſity makes us ſearchq after, and which onr. vanity 

makes ws? often believe we arrive at. 1 * not reõ,sx . 

onion e ee eee | mend 
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mend" to yen the-trealitig of leis workpiy iv Baran yoa'e 
turn hither; 1 ſhall recommendbes9your” ffequeti afld dikgent 
— 1 ae ne are red — — 
es; which 
E 

Reading) which was ahve — ge de ue 
even of my" greateſt diſſipation, id nee become my only refuge; 
and, I fear, I indulge it too much, at the erpence of 1 my eyes. 
But what can I def I muſt do ſomething; I kannot beat abſolute 
idleneſs: my ears grow every day mote uſeleſe to me, my eyes, 
conſequently, more neceſſary; I wil not Hnourd them like: a miſer, 
but will rather riſk the loſs,” than not enjoy the uſe of them. 
Pray let me know all the particulars, not only of ybur recep- 
tion at Munich, but alſo at Berlin; at the latter, I believe, it 
will be a good one; for his Pruſſian Majeſty knows, that 1 have 
Jon 8 Boers an ; admire and + apron ff his 5 and various talents. 
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\Reccived, yeſterday, youts by: — 1 wy * Faid in con- 
> ſequence of Which, I ditect this to--you- there, / though J 
dueced my three laſt to Berlin, where, I ſuppoſe, you will find 
them at your arrtval. Since you are not only domeſticated, but 
nich at Munich, you ate much in the right to ſtay there... It is 
not by ſeeing ed that one "= them, but by kanten and 
daily 
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daily; converſations: with the people of .faſhion. F would not care 
to be in the place of that prodigy of beauty, whom ydu are to 

drive dans la courſe de Traineaux; and 1 am apt to think, 


you are much more likely to break her bones, than he is, though 
ever ſo cruel, to break your heart. Nay, I am not ſure but that, 
according to all the rules of gallantry, you are abliged to over- 
turn ber on purpoſe : in che firſt place, for the chance of ſeeing 
her backſide ; in the next, for. the ſake. of the contrition and 
concern which it would give you an opportunity of ſhowing; 
and, laſtly, upon account of all the gentilleſſes et epigrammes, 
which it would naturally ſuggeſt. Voiture has made ſeveral 
ſtanzas, upon an accident of that kind, which happened to a lady 
of his acquaintance, There is a great deal of wit in them, rather 
too much; for, according to the taſte of thoſe times, they are 
full of what the Italians call concerts ſpiritoſiſimi; the Spaniards, 
agudeze ; and we, affectation and quaintneſs. 1 hope you have 
endeavoured to ſuit your Traineau to the character of the fair 
one whom it is to contain. If ſhe is of an iraſcible, impetuous 
diſpoſition (as fine women can ſometimes be) you will, doubtleſs, 
place her in the body of a lion, a tyger, a dragon, or ſome 
tremendous beaſt of prey and fury; if the is a ſublime and ſtately 
beauty, which I think more probable {for unqueſtionably ſhe is 
hog h gebohrne) you will, Iſuppoſe, provide a magnificent ſwan 
or proud peacock for her reception; ; but if ſhe is all tenderneſs 
and ſoftneſs, you have, to be ſure, taken cate, amorous dbves 
and, wanton ſparrows ſhould ſeem to flutter round her; Pro 
mottos, I take it ſor granted, that you have eventually prepared; 
but if- not, you may find a great many ready- made ones, in Ts | 
entretiens d' ' Arifte er d Eugene, ſur les deviſes, written by Pere Bou- 
Hors, and worth your reading at. 'AAY time. 1 n . 0 


Jou, upon this oecaſion, like the Father in Quid, - 
Vol. II. XIX 
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dr conſume. This is Spaniſh enough I am ſure. 
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Pate puer Aimulis et fortius utere loi. 
On the contrary, drive on briſſly; it is not the chariot of the 
ſun that you drive, but you carry the ſun in your chariot; conſe- 
quently, the faſter it goes; the leſs it will be likely either to ſcorch 


If this finds you ſtill at Munich, pray make many 0 
from me to Mr. Burriſh, to whom I am very much obliged for all 
his kindneſs to you; it is true, that while I had power, I endea- 
voured to ſerve him; but it is as true too, that I ſerved many others 
more, who have neither returned nor remembered thoſe ſervices. 

I have been very ill this laſt fortnight, of your old Carniolian 
complaint, the arthritis vaga; luckily, it did not fall upon my 
breaſt, but ſeized on my right arm; there it fixed its ſeat of 
empire; but, as in all tyrannical governments, the remoteſt parts 
felt their ſhare of its ſeverity. Laſt poſt I was not able to hold a 
pen long enough to write to you, and therefore deſired Mr. 
Grevenkop to do it for me; but that letter was directed to Berlin. 
My pain is now much abated, though I have ſtill ſome fine re- 
mains of it in my ſhoulder, where, I fear, it will teaze me a great 
while. I muſt be careful to take Horace's advice, and conſider 
-well, Quid valeant humeri, quid ferre recuſent. 

Lady Cheſterfield bids me make you her compliments, and 
aſſure you, that the muſic will be much more welcome to her 
with you, than without you. | 

In ſome. of my laſt letters, which were directed to, 40 
will, I ſuppoſe, wait for you at Berlin, I compliinented you, 
and with juſtice, upon your great improvement of late in the 
-epiſtolary way, both with regard to the ſtyle and the turn of your 
letters; your four or five laſt to me have been very good ones, 
and one that you wrote to Mr. Harte, upon the New Vear, was 
ſo pretty a one, and he was ſo much and ſo juſtly pleaſed with 
it, that he ſent it me from Windſor, the inſtant he had read it. 
This 
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This talent (and a moſt: deceſſaty one ita is in the Gerte of life) 
is to bei acquired! byr reſolving, and taking pains to acquire it; 
and; indeed; ſo is every talent except poetry, which is, un hg. 
edly, a gift. Think, therefore, night and day, of the turn, the 
purity, the correct neſo, the f perſpieuity, and the eleganoy, of 
whatever you peak or write: take my word for it, your labour 
will aot be in vain, but greatly rewarded by the harveſt of praiſe 
and ſueceſs which it will bring you. Delicacy of turn, and 
eleganey of ſtyle, are ornaments as neceſſary to common ſenſe, as 
attentions, addreſs, and faſhionable manners, are to common 
civility; both may ſubſiſt without them, but then, without being 
of the leaſt uſe to the owner. The figure of a man is exactly the 
ſame, in dirty rags, or in the fineſt and beſt- choſen clothes; but 
in which of the two he is the moſt likely to pleaſe, and to be 
| received in good company, I leave to you to determine. | 


Both my arm and my wm hint to me, to bid you good 
Pact | 


L E TT E R LXXXIV. 


| London, February the 12th, 1754. 
My DEAR F RIEND, as oy 


Take my aim, and let off this letter at you, at lie 1 ſhould 
be ſorry it miſſed you, becauſe I believe you will read it 
with as much pleaſure as I write it. It is to inform you, that, 
after ſome difficulties and dangers, your ſeat in the new Parlia- 
ment is at laſt abſolutely ſecured, and that without oppoſition, or 
the leaſt neceſſity of your perſonal ; trouble or appearance. This 
ſucceſs, I muſt farther inform you, is, in a great degree, owing to 
Mr, Klas rein to us both; for he brings you in wich him- 

110 X x 2 5 ſelf, 


92 


*. LORD CHESBERFIBL D's LETTERS 


£16, gt, bia ſureſt herongh. 220i Warbampoliiblectorac with mare 
gesl and, fyicadſbipi; than här. Eliot hs add in. this bole. affair, 
1 de che that you will, by the, very berg poſt, rike him a letter of 
thanks , warm and yuνς thanks, not ed and, cold ones. You 
may. encloſe, is in yours tg me, and] will fend 1 him, for he 
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7 . ſore: of, being a, Senator, I dare ſay yo * geopels 
wo one of the pedarts ſenatores et pedibus ire im ſentemtiam; tor, 
as the Houle of Commons is the theatre where you mult make 
your. fortune and figure in the world, you mutt refolve to be an 
actor, and not a fer/org muta, which is juſt equivalent to a 
gandle- ſnuffer upon other theatres. Whoever does not ſhine 
there is obſcure, inſiguiſicant, and contemptible; and you cannot 
conceiye how caly it is, for a man of half your ſenſe and know- 
ledge, to ſhine there if he pleaſes. I he receipt to make a ſpeaker, 
and an applauded one too, is ſhort and eaſy. Take of common 
ſenſe guantum ſufficit, add a little application to the rules and 
orders of the houſe, throw. obvious thoughts in a new. light, 
and make up the whole with, a large quantity of purity, cor- | 
reanels, and elegancy of ſtyle. Take it for granted, that by far 
the greateſt, part of mankind do neither analyſe nor ſearch to the 
bottom; they are incapable; of penetrating deeper than the ſurface. 
All have ſenſes to be gratified, very few have reaſon to be 
applied to. Graceful, utterance and action - pleaſes their eyes, 
elegant diction tickles their ears; but ſtrong reaſon would be 
thrown away upon them. I am tot only perſuaded by theory, 
but convinced by my experience, that ( ſuppoſing a oertain degree 
of common ſenſe) what is called a good ſpeaker, is as much a me- 
chanic,. as 8 good, (hoemaker,; and that: the two tradegare-equally 
to, be learned by the ſame degree of application Therefole, for 
̃ God's lake, let this trade be bn 8 your thoughts; 
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never {+ fight of it. Attend minütel 5.50 dur ftyle, whatever 
maßuage you ſpeak” or write in; ell fer the beſt words, and 
think of the beſt turns. Whenever you doubt of the propriety or 
elegancy of any word, ſearch the dictionary, or fome good author 
ſor it, or inquire of ſolnietiody; who is maſter of that language; 
and in a little time, propriety and elegancy of diction will become 
fo habitual to you, that they will coſt you no more trouble. As [ 
have laid this down to be mechanical, and attainable by whoever 
will take the neceſſary pains, there will be no great vanity in my 
ſaying, that I faw the importance of the object ſo early, and at- 
tended to it ſo young, that it would now eoſt me more trouble to 
ſpeak or write ungrammatically, vulgarly, and inelegantly, than 
ever it did to avoid doing ſo. The late Lord Bolingbroke, with- 
out the leaſt trouble, talked all day long, ſull as elegantly as he 
wrote; Why? Not by a peculiar gift from heaven; but, as he 
bas often told me himſelf, by an early and conſtant attention to 
his ſtyle. The preſent Solicitor-general, Murray, has leſs law 
than many lawyers, but has more practioe than any; merely upon 
account of his eloquence, of- which he has a never- failing ſtream. 
Iremember, fo long ago as when I Was at Cambridge, whenever 
read pieces of eloquence (and indeed they were my chief 
ſtudy) whether ancient or modern, I uſed to write down the 
ſhining paſſages, and then tranſlate them, as well and as 
elegantly as ever I could; if Latin or French, into Engliſh; if 
Engliſh, into French. This, which T practiſed for ſome years; 
not only improved and formed my ſtyle, but imprinted in my 
mind and memory the beſt thoughts of the beſt authors. The 
trouble was little, but the advantage, I have experienced, was great. 
While you are abroad, you can neither have time nor opportunity 
to read pieces of Engliſh, or Parliamentary eloquenee, as I hope 
JT ed carcfully:do-when' you teturn; but, i in the mean time, 
Fi | whenever 
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whenever pieces of French eloqquence ecm in your way, ſuch as 
the ſpecches of perſons receibed into tlie Academy, -orat/ons fun- 
brei, repreſentations of the ſeveral Parliaments to the King, Cc. 
read them in that view, in that ſpirit; obſerve the harmony, the 
turn and elegancy, of the ſtyle; examine in what you think it 
might have been better; and conſider in what, had you written 
it yourſelf, you might have done worſe. Compare the different 
manners of expreſſing the ſame thoughts, in different authors; 
and obſerve how differently the ſame things appear in different 
dreſſes. Vulgar, coarſe, and ill-choſen words, will deform and 
degrade the beſt thoughts, as much as rags and dirt will the beſt 
figure. In ſhort, you now know your object; purſue it ſteadily, 
and have no digreſſions that are not relative to, and connected 
with the main action. Your ſucceſs in Parliament will effectu- 
ally remove all orber objections; either a foreign or a domeſtic | 
deſtination will no longer be refuſed you, i you make 1 y 
to it through Weſtminſter, 

I think I may now fay, that I am quine recovered of: my late 
illneſs, ſtrength and fpirits excepted, which are not yet reſtored, 
Aix-la-Chapelle and ww! will, I believe, anſwer all * pur- 
poſes. — 

I long to hear an accotmt of your reception, at dan, which 
I fancy will be a moſt gracious one. Adieu. 
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„LET T. ER. ILXXXV. 
| K London, February me 1 th, 1754. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 1 Lap : ih 


CAN now with” great truth apply your own motto to you, 


. Nullum numen abeft, , fit prudentia. You are ſure of being, 
3 as 
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* early as your age will permit, a Member of that Houſe; which . 
[ is the only road to figure and fortune in this country. I. boſe i in- 
deed who are bred up to, and diſtinguiſh tbemſelves in particular 
profeſſions, as the army, the navy, and the law, may by their 
ovn merit raiſe themſelyes to a certain degree; but you may ob- 
ſerve too, that they never get to the top, without the aſſiſtance 
of Parliamentary talents and infſuence. The means of diſtinguiſh- 
ing yourſelf i in Parliament are, a8 I told you in my laſt, much 
more eaſily attained than I believe you. iwagine. ..Cloſe atrend- 
ance to the buſineſs of the Houſe will ſoon give, you the Parlia- 
mentary routine; and ſtrict attention to your ſtyle will ſoon make 
you, not only a ſpeaker, but, a good one. The vulgar look upon 
a man, who is. reckoned a, fine ſpeaker, as a phenomenon, . a 
ſupernatural being, and endowed, with, ſome, peculiar gift of 
Heaven : : they ſtare at him, if he walks in the Park, and cry, 
that is be. You will, I am ſure, view him in a juſter light, and 
| nulla formidine. You will conſider him only as a man of good 
ſenſe, who adorns. common thoughts with the graces , of elo- 
cution and the elegancy of ſtyle. The miracle will then ceaſe; 
and you will be convinced, that with the ſame application and 
attention, to the ſame objects, you may moſt certainly equal, and 
perhaps ſurpaſs, this prodigy. Sir W. — Yor, with not a 
quarter of your parts, and not a thouſandch part of your know- 
ledge, has, by a glibneſs of tongue ſingly, raiſed himſelf ſuc- 
__ceffively-to-the beſt employments of the kingdom: he has been 
Lord of the Admiralty, Lord of the Treaſury, Secretary at War, 
and is now Vice-Treaſurer of Ireland; and all this, with a moſt 
| ſullied, not to ſay blaſted character. Repreſent the thing to yourſelf, 
as it really is, eaſily attainable, and you will find it ſo, Haye but am- 
0 bition enough paſſionately to deſire the object, and ſpir 1 irit Enoug 


0 
uſe che means, and I will be anſwerable for your ſucceſs. W A} I 
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was younget than you are, I refolved within myſelf, that I would 
in all events be a ſpeaker in Parliament, and a good one too, if ! 


| ebuld. 1 conſequently never loft fight of that object, and never 


neglected any of the means that I thought led to it. I ſucceeded 
to a certain . and, I aſſure you, with great eaſe, and with- 


out ſuperior talents. Young people are very apt to over-rate both 
men and things, from not being enough acquainted with them, 


In proportion as you come to know them better, you will value 


them leſs. You will find that reaſon, which always ought to di- 
rect mankind, ſeldom does; but that paſſions and weakneſſes 
commonly uſurp its feat, aa rule in its ſtead. - You will find, 


that the ableſt have their weak fides too, and are only compara- 
tively able, with regard to the ſtill weaker herd: having fewer 


weakneſſes themſelves, they are able to avail themſelves of the in- 


numerable ones of the generality of mankind : being more 


maſters of themſelves, they become more eaſily maſters of others. 
They addreſs themſelves to their weakneſſes, their ſenſes, their 
paſſions ; never to their reaſon ; and conſequently ſeldom fail of 
ſucceſs. But then analyſe thoſe great, thoſe governing, and, as the 
vulgar imagine, thoſe perfect Characters; and you will find the 
oreat Brutus a thief in Macedonia, the cheat Cardinal de Riche- 
lieu a jealous poetaſter, and the great Duke of Marlborough a 
miſer. Till you come'to know mankind by your own experience, 
I know no thing, nor no man, that can, in the mean time, bring 
you ſo well acquainted with them as le Due de la Rochefoucault; 
his little book of Maxims, which I would adviſe you to look into, 


for ſome moments at leaſt, every day of your life, is, I fear, too 


like, and too exact a picture of human nature, I own, it ſeems 


to degrade it; but yet my experience does not convince me, that 
it degrades it unjuſtly, 


Now, to bring all this home to my firſt point. All theſe con- 


ſiderations 
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gde rtians ſfould not only invite yen to attempt. te make ar figure 
in Parlament, hut encourage you c hope that youdhalbſuciiced; 
To govern mankind, one můſt not over · rate them j and to pleaſe 
an audience, as a ſpeaker, one muſt not over- value it. Wen 4 
Gl came into the Houſe of Gomes I reſpected that-aflembly 
as a venerable one; and felt a certain awe upon me: but, upon 
better accquaintance, that awe ſoon vaniſhed; and I diſcorered, 
that, of the five hundred ant fixty, not above thirty could unders 
ſtand, reaſon, and that all the reſt were praple : that thoſt thirty \ 
only required plain common ſenſe, drefſed up in gobd language: 
and that all the others only required flowing and harmonious po- 
riods, whether they conveyed any meaning or not; having ears tto 
hear but not ſenſe enough to judge. Fheſe conſiderations made 
me ſpeak with litrle concern the firſt time, wich leſo the ſecumd, 
and with none at all the third. I gave myſelf no farther 
trouble about any thing, except my eloeution and my ſtyle ; pre- 
ſuwming; without much vanity; that I had common ſenſe ſufficient 
not to talk nonſenſe. Fix theſe three! truths ſtrongly in yo 
mind : Firſt, that it is abſolutely: neceſſary for you to ſpeak in 
Parliament; ſecondly, that it only requires a little human atten- 
tion, And no ſupernatural gifts; and, "thirdly, | that you have all 
the rcaſoi in the world to think, that you ſhall ſpeak well! 
When we meet, this ſhall be the principal ſubject of our converſas 
tions; and, if uu * . my _— Ara anſwer for yout 
ſuccefs. 12 LF 10 6 mill i bornerpors How of ˙νονν 
Now from pea ching ile of 170 Aead. is to me 
eaſy, becauſe nothing ſrems little to me; that ean be of an 
uſe to 50 F hope you take great care; of your mouth .and 
weth, and cht clean them well evety morning with ſpringe 
and tepid water, with a few drops of arquebuſade water dropped 
into 16;-befides wiſhing! your mouth carefully after every meal. 
Von. II. .Yy — 
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I do inſiſt upon your never uſing thoſe ſticks, or any hard ſub- 
| Nance whatſoever, which always rub away the gums, and deſtroy 
the varniſh of the teeth. I ſpeak this from woeful experience; 
for my negligence of my tecth, when I was younger than you are, 
made them bad; and afterwards, my deſire to have them look 
better, made me uſe ſticks, irons, &c. which totally, deſtroyed 
them; ſo that I have not now above fix or ſeven left. I loſt one 
this morning, which ſuggeſted this advice to you. 

I have received the tremendous wild boar, which your till 

more tremendous arm flew. in the immenſe deſarts of the Palati- 
nate; but have not yet taſted of it, as it is hitherto above my low 
regimen. The late King of Pruſſia, whenever he killed any 
number of wild boars, uſed to oblige the Jews to buy them, at 
an high price, though they could eat none of them; ſo they de- 
frayed the expence of his hunting. His ſon has pf rules of 
government, as the Code Frederick plainly ſhows. ba 
::Þ hope, that, by this time, you are as well ancre at. Berlin as 


you was at” Munich ; but if not, you are ſure of being fo at. 
Dreſden. Adieu. 


—— — — — 
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| LANs February 26th, 1754. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, * fy 


Have received your letters of the 4th from Munich, and of - 
1 the 11th from Ratiſbon; but I have not ee that of 
the 31ſt January, to which you refer in the former. It is to 
this negligence and uncertainty of the poſt, that. you owe your 
accidents between Munich and Ratiſbon'; for, had you received 
my letters regularly, you would have received one from me, be- 
| fore 


17 0 HIS 80 no GH 34 
pO you » leſt a 0 in which 1 adviſed you to gay, ſince 
you were ſo well there. But at all events, you were in the wrong 
to. ſet out from Munich in ſuch weather and ſuch roads; ſince 
you could never imagine that I had ſet my heart ſo. much upon 
your going to Berlin, as to venture your being buried ' in” the 
ſnow for it. Upon the whole, conſidering all, you are very 
well off. You. do very well, in my mind, to return to Munich, 
or, at leaſt, to keep within the circle of Munich, Ratiſbon, arid 
Manheim, till the weather and the roads are good : ſtay at each 
or any of thoſe places as long as ever you na ; for I am ex- 

tremely indifferent about your going to Berlin. 

As to our meeting, I will tell you my plan, and you may 
form your own accordingly. I propoſe ſetting out from hence 
the laſt week in April, then drinking the Aix-la-Chapelle waters 
for a week, and from thence being at Spa about the 15th of 
May, where I ſhall ſtay two months at moſt, and then returning 
ſtrait to England. As I both hope and believe that there will 
be no mortal at Spa during my reſidence there, the faſhionable 
ſeaſon not beginning till the middle of July, I would by no 
means have you come there at firſt, to be locked up with. me 
and ſome few Capucins, for two months, in that miſerable hole; 
but I would adviſe you to ſtay where you like beſt, till * 
the firſt week in July, and then to come and pick me up at 
Spa, or meet me upon the road at Liege or Bruſſels. As for 
the intermediate time, ſhould you be weary of Manheim and 
Munich, you may, if you pleaſe, go to Dreſden, to Sir Charles 
Williams, who will be there before that time; or you may 


come for a month or ſix weeks to the Hague; or, in ſhort, go 
or ſtay, wherever you like beſt. So much for your motions. 

As you have ſent for all the letters directed to you at Berlin, 
Dou will receive from thence volumes of mine, among which you | 


Yy 2 will 


„ 
* - 
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nl eafly perecbve tit ſome Welt calculated for A Gat 


ab previous to yer Gpening them. I Will ot tepeati at thing 
contained/irx thein, excepting,” that? I. dzſire you will ſend me a 
warin and cordial letter of thatiks for Mr. Eliot; who Hab, 3 in the 
moſt friendly manner icuaginable, fixed* you at Ak on borough 
of Liſtzeard, where you will be 2 ; jointly with him , Without 


the leaſt oppoſition or difficulty. n forward! Ant wo to 
him into Cornwall, where he now is. 


No, that you are to be ſoon a man of badge. 1 nh wiſh 
that you-woul@'itrintediately begin to be a man of method ; no- 
thing contributing more to facilitate and diſpatch bullnch, than 
method and order. Have order and method in your accounts, 
in your reading, in the allotment of your time; in ſhort,” in evety 
thing. Vou cannot conceive how much time you will ſave by it, 
nor how much better every thing you do will be done. The 
Duke of Marlborbugh did by no means ſpend; but he ſlatterned 
himſelf inte that immenſe debt, which is not yet near paid off. 
The hurry and conſuſion of the Duke of Newcaftle do not proceed 
from his buſineſs, but from his want of method in it. Sir Robert 
Walpole, who had ten times the buſineſs to do, was never ſeen in 
a hurry; becauſe he always did it with method. The head of a 
man who has buſineſs, and no method nor order, is properly that 
rudis inuigeſlaque moles quam dixere chaos. As you muſt be con- 
{cious that you are extremely negligent and ſlatternly, I hope 
you will reſolve not to be ſo for the future. Prevail with; FOE: 
felf; only to obſerve good: method and order for one fortnight ; and 
L will venture to aſſure you, that you will never neglect them af- 
terwards ; you will find ſuch conveniency and advantage arifing 
from them. Method is the great advantage that lawyers have 
over other people, in ſpeaking in Pukaent; 2 for'as des mut 
neteſſarily obſerve it in 6 in * Courts of e 


A it 


bitual to them every mine Without making 

vou. compliment, I can tell you with pleaſure, that order, 
method, and more activity of mind, are all that you want to 
make, ſome day or other, a conſiderable figure in buſineſs. You 
have more uſeful knowledge, more; diſcernment of characters, and 
much more diſcretion, than is mon at your age; much more, 
I am ſure, than I had at that age. Experience you cannot yet 
have, and therefore truſt in the mean time to mine. I am an old 
traveller; am well acquainted with all the bye as well as the 
great roads: I cannot miſguide you from 1 nn and er | 
very ſure I ſhall not from deſign. 

I can aſſure you, that you will kink no pb in ſub- 
ſeribing yourſelf, my Excellency's, &c. Retirement and quiet 
were my choice ſome years ago, while I had all my ſenſes, and. 
health and ſpirits enough to carry on buſineſs ; but now, that 1 
have loſt my hearing, and that I find my conftitution declining 
daily, they are become my neceſlary and only refuge, I know 
myſelf, (no common piece of knowledge, let me tell you)-I know 
what I can, what I cannot, and conſequently, what 1 ought to 
do. I ought not, and therefore will not, return to buſineſs, when 
Lap much leſs fit for it than I was when I quitted it. Still leſs 
will I go to Ireland, where, from my deafneſs and infirmities, I 
muſt neceſſarily make a different figure from that which I once 
made there. My pride would be too much mortified by that 
difference. The two important ſenſes of ſeeing and hearing 

ſhould not only be good, but quick, in buſineſß; and the bufi- 
neſs of a Lord Lieutenant of Ireland (if he will do it him 
telf)- requires both thoſe. ſenſes in the higheſt perfection. It 
Was the Duke of Dorker's not doing the bulineſs himſelf, 5 
but t giving it up to favourites, that bas occaſioned all this 
confulion | in heland; and it was my doing the whole my- 
6 ot ſelf, 
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elf, without either Eavorrites Minier, or; Miſtreſs, that, made my 
adininiſteation ſo ſmooth and quiet. I, rememben, when I named 
the late, Mr; Liddel ſor my Secretary, eyery body; was much. ſur- 
priſed at it; and ſome of my friends repreſented; to me, that he 
was no man of buſineſs, but only a very genteel, pretty young 
fellow 4 I aſſured them, and with truth, that that was the very 
reaſon why I choſe him : for that I was reſolved to do all the bu- 
ſineſs myſelf, and without even the ſuſpicion of having a Miniſter; 
which the Lord Lieutenant's Secretary, if he is a man of buſineſs, 
is always ſuppoſed, and commonly with reaſon, to be. Moreover, 
I look upon myſelf now to be emeritus in buſineſs, in which I have 
been near forty. years together; I give it up to you: apply yourſelf 
to it, as I have done, for forty, years, and then I conſent to your 
leaving it for a philoſophical retirement, among your friends and 
your; books, Stateſmen and beauties are very rarely ſenſible of the 
gradations of their decay; and, too ſanguinely hoping to ſhine on 
in their meridian, often ſet with contempt and ridicule. I retired 
in time, uti conviva ſatur; or, as Pope ſays, ſtill better, Eier titter- 
ing youth ſhall ſhove you from the lage. My only remaining ambi- 
tion is to be the Counſellor and Miniſter of your riſing ambition; 
let me ſee my own youth revived in you. Let me be your Men- 
tor, and, with your parts and knowledge, 1 promiſe you, you ſhall 
go far. You muſt bring, on your part, activity and attention, 
and I will point gut to you the proper objects for them. I own, 
I fear but one thing for you, and that is what one has generally 
the leaſt, reaſon to fear, from one of your age, I mean your lazi- 
neſs ; which, if you indulge, will make you ſtagnate in a contemp- 
tible obſcurity, all your life. It will - hinder you from doing 
any thing that will deſerve to be written, or. from writing any 
thing that may deſerye to be read; and yet one or other of 
thoſe two objects ſhould be at leaſt aimed at by every 


rational 
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rational being. T GK up dm inAelemee vas vert of ſuicide; 
for the Mari is eſfeQually: deſtroyed,” thouphthe appetites of the 
Brute may furvive;” Bifiteſs'by no means forbids pleaſures; on 
the contrary, they 'reciprocally- ſeaſon each other; and I will 
ventute to affirm, chat O man enjoys either ity perfeRion;” that 
does not join 'b&th: They whet the deſire for each other. Uſe 
yourſelf \ therefore, in time, to be alert and diligent in your little 
concerns; never procraſtinate, never put off till 'to-morrow, what 
you can do to-day ; and never do two things at a time: purſue 

your object, be it what it will, ſteadily and indefatigably; and 
— any difficulties (if ſurmountable) rather animate than ſlacken 
your endeavours. Perſeverance has ſurprizing effects. 
I wiſh you would uſe yourſelf to tranſlate, every day; only tres 
or four lines, from any book, in any language, inte the corfecteſt 
and moſt elegant Engliſh that you ean think of; you cannot 
imagine how it will inſenſibly form your ſtyle, and give you an. 
habitual eleganey: it would not take you up a quarter of an 
hour in a day. This letter is ſo long, that it will* hardly leave 
you weed quarter | Wy an "2D the mou hn receive it. $0 good 
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AI. ide abou . . rag ACK 5 London, url the 8th, 1754: 

-MWDEAR/ FRIEND, DPD. 

& GREAT and unexpected event has lately aphid in our 
* 2 miniſterial world Ar. Pelham died laſt Monday, of Aa 


1 ſever and mortifidation; occaſioned by a general cortuption of his 
| whe Kale blood, which had brok out into ſores in Bis back. 


2 I regret 


THIF 


the milder light of a leſs glaring Miniſter." His ſucceſſor is not 
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I regret him as an old zcquaintancey\a ptetty Hew/rehirion, and 
friendly way. He meaned well to the public; and was incorrupt 
in a poſt where corruption is commonly contagious. If he was 
no ſhining, enterprizing Miniſter, ' he was à ſafe dne, which 1 
like better. Very ſhining Miniſters, like the Sun, are apt to 
ſcorch, when they ſhine the brighteſt: in our conſtitution; I prefer 


yet, at leaft publicly, deſgnatus. You will eafily ſuppoſè that 
many are very willing, and very few able, to fill that poſt. Val 
rious perſons are talked of, by different people, for it, according as 
their intereſt prompts them to wiſh, or their ignorance to con- 
jecture. Mr. Fox is the moſt talked of, he is ſtrongly” ſupported 
by the Duke of Cumberland. Mr. Legge, the Solicitor General, 
and Dr. Lee, are likewiſe all ſpoken of, upon the ſoot of the 
Duke of Newcaftle's, and the Chancellor's intereſt. Should it be 
any one of the three laſt, I think no great alterations will enſue ; 
but ſhould Mr. Fox prevail, it would, in my opinion, ſoon pro- 
duce changes, by no means favourable to the Duke of Newcaſtle. 
In the mean time, the wild conjectures of volunteer politicians, 
and the ridiculous importance which, upon theſe occafions, block 
heads always endeavour to give themſelves, by grave looks, Goni- 
ficant ſhrugs, and inſignificant whiſpers, are very entertaining to 
a by-ſtander, as, thank God, I now am. One knows ſomething, 
but is not yet at liberty to tell it; another has heared ſomething 
from a very good hand; a third congratulates himſelf upon a cer- 
tain degree of intimacy, which he has long had with-every one of 
the candidates, though perhaps he has never ſpoken twice to any 
one of them, In; ſhort, in theſe ſort of intervals, vanity, intereſt, 
and abſurdity always diſplay themſelves in the moſt ridiculous 

light. One who has been fo long behind the! ſeenes, as I Have; is 
. | much 
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meh moge diverted with the entertaigment, than thoſe can be 
who only ſee it from the pit and boxes. Iknow the whale: - 5 


chibery of the interior, and ean laugh tke better at the filly won 
PRs wild conje&tures of the uninſormed ſpectators. This ac- 
cident, L think, cannot in the leaſtſ affect your election, which is 
finally ſettled with your friend Mr. Rliot. "For, let who: will pre- 
vail, I preſume, he will conſider me enough, not to overturn an 
arrangement of that ſort, in which he cannot poſſibly be perſonally 
intereſted, . 80 pray go on with your parliamentary preparations. 
Have that object agg in 50 view, and paſts alan ec | 
tion. 119%! 7 | 
I take it for granted, chat your u nk in Gemen. Wi 
made you as perfe& and correct in German, as you were before in 
French, at leaſt, it is worth your while to be ſo; becauſe it is 
worth every man's while to be perfectly maſter of - whatever lan- 
guage he may ever have occaſion to ſpeak. A man is not himſelf; | 
in a language which he does not thoroughly poſſeſs; his thoughts 
are degraded, when inelegantly or imperfectly expreſſed; he is 
cramped and confined, and conſequently can never appear to ad- 
vantage. Examine and analyſe thoſe thoughts that ſtrike you the 
moſt, either in converſation or in books z and you will find, that 
they owe at leaſt half their merit to the turn and expreſſion! of 
them. There is nothing truer than that old ſaying, Mibil dium 
rod, nom prius, dictum. It is only the manner of ſaying or writ- 
ing it, that makes it appeat new. Convinee yourſelf, that Manner 
is almoſt eyery thing, in every thing, and ſtudy it accordingly: 
I am this moment informed, and I believe truly, that Mr. Fox 
is tg ſucceed Mr. Pelham, as firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury | 
and Chancellor of the Exchequer; and your friend Mr. Vorke, 
of the Hague, to ſucceed Mr. Foxi as Secretary at War. I am not 
lorry for this promotion of Mr. Fox, as I have always been upon 
9 2 2 | civil 
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civil terms with him, and found him ready to do me any little 
ſervices. He is frank and gentleman · like in his manner; and, to 
a certain degree, I really believe will be your friend upon my ac- 
count; if you can afterwards make him yours, upon your own, 
tant mieux. I have nothing more to ſay now, but Adieu. 


L E T T＋]] n. LXXXVHL 


| London, Gary: the 25th, I754- 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


E are here in the midſt of a. Cond winter ; 1 cold is 
more ſevere, and the ſnow deeper; than they were in the 
firſt. I preſume your weather in Germany -is not much more 
gentle; and therefore, I hope that yau are quietly and warmly, 
fixed at ſome good town; and will not riſk a ſecond burial 
in the ſnow, after your late fortunate reſurrection out of 
it. Your letters, I ſuppoſe, have not been able to make their 
way through the ice; for I have received none from you fince 
that of the 12th of ee from Ratiſbon. I am the more 
unealy at this ſtate of ignorance, becauſe I fear that you may have 
found ſome ſubſequent inconveniencies from your overturn, which 
you might not be aware of at firſt. 
I) be curtain of the political theatre was partly drawn up the 

day before yeſterday, and exhibited .a ſcene which. the public, in 
general did not expect: the Duke of Newcaſtle was declared firſt 
Lord Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, Mr. Fox Secretary of State 
in his room, and Mr. Henry Legge Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
The employments of Treaſurer of the Navy, and Secretary at War, 
ſuppoſed to be vacant by the promotion of Mr. Fox and Mr. 
Legge, were to be kept in petto till the difolution of this Par- 
liament, 


| ?2J1T TE OM: Seen agg 
ltattient; which will-probably be next:weeks to avoid the expence 
and trouble of unneceſſary re · elections; but it was generally fup- 
poſed that Colonel Yorke, of the Hague, was to ſucceed Mr. Fox, 
and George Grenville; Mr. Legge. This ſcheme, had it taken 
place, you are,; believe, aware, was more a temporary expedient, 
for ſecuring the elections of the new Parliament, and forming it, 
at its firſt meeting, to the intereſts and the inclinations of the 
Duke of Newcaſtle and the Chancellor, than a plan of Admini- 
ſtration either intended or wiſhed to be permanent. This 
| ſcheme was diſturbed yeſterday ; Mr. Fox, 'who had ſullenly ac-* 
cepted the ſeals the day before, more ſullenly retuſed them yeſter- 
day. His object was to be firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury and 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and conſequently to have a ſhare 
in the election of the new Parliament, and a much greater in the 
management of it when choſen. This neceſſary conſequence of 
his view defeated it; and the Duke of Newcaſlle, and the Chan- 
cellor, choſe to kick him up- ſtairs into the Secretaryſhip of State, 
rather than truſt him with either the election or the management 
of the new Parliament. In this, conſidering their reſpective ſitu- 
ations, they certainly acted wiſely ; but whether -Mr. Fox has 
done ſo, or not, in refuſing the ſeals, is a point which I cannot 
determine, If he is, as I preſume he is, animated with revenge, 
and, I believe, would not be over ſcrupulous in the means of grati- 
tying it, I ſhould have thought he could have done it better, as 
Secretary of State, with conſtant admiſſion into the Cloſet, than 
as'a private man at the head of an oppoſition. But I ſee all theſe 
things at too great a diſtance to be able to judge ſoundly of them. 


The true ſprings and motives of political meaſures are confined. 
within a very narrow circle, and known to very few; the good 
reaſons alledged are ſeldom the true ones. The Public commonly 
Judges, or rather gueſſes, wrong, and I am now one of that Public. 

| 1 | I therefore 
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Ithbtefoce tecommenid #d;you a-prudentiipyertioniſues; in ll: matters 
_ vfiſtatezrruncil>ygu beaumt ane ef: abe:wheelsvof them,yourſelf, 
add confequently-adquainted, witlithtigeneral mation at leaſt, of 
the others; for as to all the minnte and ſecret / ſprings, that con · 
tribute more or leſs to the whole machine, 2i6!iman;diving;'1ever 
lows them all, not ever he who has the ptincipal direction of 
it. As in the human body there are innumerable little veſſel 
and glands, that have a good deal to do, and yet (eſcape. the 
knowledge of the moſt ſkilful | anatomiſt; he will know more 
indeed, than thoſe 15 only ſee the exterior of our bodies; but 
he will never know all. This buſtle, and theſe changes at Court, 
far from having diſturbed the quiet and ſecurity of your election, 
have, if poſſible, rather confirmed them; ſot the Duke of New 
caſtle ( muſt do him juſtice) has, in the kindeſt manner imagin- 
able to you, wrote a letter to Mr. Eliot, to n to * 
the utmoſt care of your election. 
Though the plan of adminiſtration is n bee ian in 
my travels this ſummer, is finally ſettled; and I now .communi- 
cate it to you, that you may form your on upon it. I propoſe 
being at dpa on the 1loth or ,12th,of May, and. ſtaying there till 
the roth of July. As there will be no mortal there during my 
ſtay, it would be both unpleaſant and unprofitable to you to be 
ſhut up tete- tete with me the whole time; I ſhould therefore 
think ĩt beſt for you not to come to me there till the laſt week in 
Jane. In the mean time, 1 ſuppoſe, chat, by che, middle of 
April, you will think that you have had enough of Manheim, 
Munich, or Ratiſbon, and that diſtrict. Where would you 
chuſe to go thenꝰ for I leave you abſolutely your choice. Would 
you go to Dreſden for a month or {ix weeks ꝰ That is a good deal 
out of your way and Lam not ſure that Sir Charles will be 
there by that time. Or wauld — rather take Bonn in Jour 
Ae | 5 way, 


'£2T7 2. 00. VISIT GIND C4 357. 


way, ind paſs the time till we meet at the Hague „From Man- 
heirtt/yeutnay have a great many good letterb of recommendation. 
to the court of Bonn; which Court, and its Rlector, in one light 


or another, are worth your ſeeing, From thence your journey 
to the Hague will be but a ſhort one; and you wouldꝭ arrive there 
at that ſeaſon of the year when the Hague is, in my mind, the 
moſt agreeable, ſmiling ſcene in Europe; and from the Hague 
you would have but three very eaſy days journies to me at Spa. 
Do as you like; for, as I told you before, lei d afſolutamentt 
pddront. But, leſt you ſhould anſwer; that you deſire to be 
determined by me, I will eventually tell you my opinion. Lam 
rather inclined to the latter plan; I mean, that of your coming 
to Bonn, ſtaying there according as you like it, and then paſſing 
the remainder of your time, that is May and June, at the Hague. 
Our connection and tranſactions with the Republic of the United 
Provinces are ſuch, that you cannot be too well acquainted with 
that eonſtitution, and with thoſe people. You have eſtabliſhed 
good acquaintances there, and you have been fctois round by the 
foreign! Miniſters; ſo that you will be there en pars conn. More- 
over, you have not ſeen the Stadthouder, the Gouvernante, nor the 
Court there, which a bon compte ſhould be ſeen. Upon the whole 
then, you cannot, in my opinion, paſs the months of May and 
June more agreeably, or more uſefully, than at the Hague. But, 
however, if you have any other plan, that you like better, purſue 
it; only let me know what you inden to wg ad 1 ſhall molt 
cheaifully' agree to it. | 

The Parliament will be Giflolved in about ten Jar: and *. | 
writs for the election of the new one iſſued out immediately after- 
wards'; ſo that, by the end of next month, you may depend upon 
being Mambre de la chambre baſſa; à title that ſounds high in 
foreign countries, and perhaps higher than it deſerves. I hope you 
* ih, | will 


x 
* 


3 LORD CHESTERFIELD LETTERS 


will add a better title to it in your own, I. mean that of a 
ſpeaker in Parliament : you have, I am ſure, all the materials 
neceſſary for it, il. you vill but put. them together. and adorn 
them. I ſpoke in Parliament the firſt month I was im it, and a 
month before I was of age; and from the day I was elected, 
till the day that I ſpoke, I am ſure, I thought nor dreamed 
of nothing but ſpeaking. The firſt time, to ſay the truth, 1 
ſpoke very indifferently as to the matter 3 but it paſſed tolerably, 
in favour of the ſpirit with; which I uttered. it, and the words in 
which 1 drefled it. I improved by degrees, till at laſt it did to- 
lerably well, The Houſe, it muſt be owned, js always extremely 
indulgent to the two or three firſt attempts of a young ſpeaker ; 

and, if they find any degree of common ſenſe in what he ſays, 
they make great allowances for his inexperience, and for the con- 
cern which they ſuppoſe. him to be under. I experienced that 
indulgence; for, had I not been a young Member, I ſhould cer- 
tainly have been, as I own I deſerved, reprimanded by the Houle, 
for ſome ſtrong and indiſcreet . that I ſaid. Adieu! it is 
indeed * time. g. 


* 
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London, March te 26th, 17 54: 
MY DEAR F RIEND, 


ESTERDAY I received your letter of the 1 5th, from Man- 
1 heim, where I find you have been received in the uſual 
gracious manner; which I hope you return in a gracefu/ one. 
As this is a ſeaſon, of great devotion and ſolemnity, in all Catholic 
countries, pray inform yourſelf of, and conſtantly attend to, all their 
filly. and pompous Church ceremonies: one ought to know them. 

4 | | I am 
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Pack very glad that you wrote the letter to Ed , which, 
in every different caſe that can poli bly be rin was, 1 am 
fire; both a decent and a priidefit ſtep. You will find it very dif- 
ficult, whenever we meet, to cohvince me that you could have 
any good reaſons for not doing it; it; for J will, for argument's ſake, 
ſuppoſe, What I canhot in reality believe, that he has both ſaid 
and done the worſt he could, of and by you; what then ? How 
will you help yourſelf? Are you in a fiction to hurt him? Cer- 
tainly not; but he certainly is in a ſituation to hurt you. Would 
you ſhow a ſullen, pouting, impotent reſentment ? I hope not: 
leave that filly, unavailing ſort of reſentment - to women, and 
men like them, who are always guided by humour, never by 
reaſon” and prudence. That pettiſh, pouting conduct is a great 
deal too young, and implies too little knowledge of the world, 
for one who has ſeen fo much of it as you have. Let this be one 
invariable rule of your conduct Never to ſhow the leaſt ſym ptom 
of refentmerit, which you cannot, to a certain degree, gratify ; but 
always to ſmile, where you cannot ſtrike. There would be no 
living in Courts, nor indeed in the world, if one could not con- 
ceal, and even diſſemble, the juſt cauſes of reſentment, which 
one meets with every day, in active and buſy life. Whoever can- 
not maſter his humour enough, pour faire banne mine a mauvais 
jeu, ſhould leave the world, and retire to ſome hermitage, in an 
unfrequented defart. By | ſhowing an unavailing and ſullen 
reſentment, you authorize the reſentment of thoſe who can hurt 
you, and whom you cannot hurt; and give them that very pre- 
rence, which perhaps they wiſhed for, of breaking with, and in- 
juring you; vhereas the contrary behaviour would lay thern under 
the refiralnts of deceney at leaſt; and either ſhackle or expoſe 
cy eee . captioufneß, N and K u are : 
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mot exceedingly illiberal and villgnr; Un bonnete, borme. ne lex: 
conndit p ont. ehe, TE. ne £#1 Mn 

I am on glad to hear that you ate ſoon- to hape Voltaire: at 

Manheim immediately upon his atrival,- pray make him a thou- 
ſand compliments from me. I admite him moſt exceedingly; and 
whether as an Epic, Dramatic, or Lyric Poet, or Proſe- writer, 1 
think I juſtly apply to bim the Mil enolitur ineprd. I long to read 
his own correct edition of Les Annales de L Empire, of which the 
Abrege C hronologique de I Hi Noire Uriver/elle, which I have read 
is, I ſuppoſe, a ſtolen and imperfect part; however, imperfect as it 
is, it has explained to me that chaos of hiſtory of ſeven hundred 
years, more clearly, than any other book had done before. Vou 
judge very rightly, that I love 1e Axle leger et flauri. I do, and fo 
does every body who has any parts and taſte, It ſhould, I confeſs, 
be more or leſs feuri, according to the ſubject; but at the ſame 
time I aſſert, that there is no fubje& that may not properly, and 
which ought not to be adorned, by a certain elegancy and beauty of 
ſtyle, What can be more adorned than Cicero's "Philoſophical 
Wo. ks? What more than Plato's? It is their eloquence only, that has 
preſerved and tranſmitted them down to us, through ſo many cen- 
turies ; for the philoſophy of them is wretched; and the reaſoning 
part, miſerable. But eloquence will always pleaſe, and has always 
pleaſed. Study it therefore; make it the object of your thoughts 
and attention, Uſe yourſelf to relate elegantly ; that is a good ſtep 
towards ſpeaking well in Parliament. Take ſome political ſubject, 
turn it in your thoughts, conſider what may be ſaid, both for and 
againſt it, then put thoſe arguments into writing, in the moſt correct 
and elegant Engliſh you can. For inſtance, a ſtanding army, a 
place bill, Sc. : as to the former, confider, on one fide, the dangers 
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che then. fide, dec nceSinn gh, aleo fepe forge. ith, 
Examine whether a ſtanding army, though in itſell 1 vil, aN 
not xo / circumſtances, became a neceſſuy evil, and, proventive 
of greater dangers. As to the latter, conſider how * places may 
biaſs and warp the conduct af men, from the ſervice, of their 
country, into an+unwartantable complaiſance to the Court; and, 
on the other hand, conſider whether they, can be ſuppoſed. to, haye 
that effect upon the conduct of people af probity and property, 
who are mare folidly,.intereſted, in the, permanent good of their 
country, than they can bei in an uncertain, and precarious oy; 4 
ment. Seek for, and anſwer in your, own, mind, all tbe © argu- 
ments that can be urged on either ſide, and write them down, in 
an elegant ſtyle. This will prepare you for debating, and give | 
jou an habitual eloquence ; for I would not, give a farching, for a 
mere holyday eloquence, diſplayed once or twice in a ſeſſion, in a 
ſet declamation; but I want an every- day, ready, and habitual 
eloquence, to adorn. axtampore and debating ſpeeches; to make. 
buſineſs not only clear but agreeable, and to pleaſe even thoſe 
whom you cannot inform, and who do not deſire to be informed. 
All this you may acquire, and make habitual to you, with as little 
trouble as it coſt you to dance a minuet as, well as you do. You | 
now dance it mechanically, and well, without thinking of it. 
am ſurprized that you found but one letter from me at 
Manheim, for you ought. to have found four or five ; there are 
as many lying for you, at your banker's at Berlin, which 1 wiſh. 
you had, becauſe I always endeavoured to put ſomething, into 
them, which, I hope, may be of uſe to o. 
When we meet at Spa, next July, we muſt have a great many 
ſerious converſations; in which I, will pour out all my experience 
of the world, and which, I hope, you will truſt. to, more than to 
your own young notions of men and things, You will, in time, 
Vol. II, 3 A diſcover 
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diſcover moſt of them to have been erroneous ; and; if you follow 
them long, you will perceive your error too late; but, if you will 
be led by a guide, who, you are ſure; dots not mean to miſlead 
you, you will unite two things, ſeldom united in the ſatne perſon ; 
the vivacity and 1225 of Jour, wes WE caution and 2 8808 
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ok _—_T 
- Laft Saturday, Sir Thomas Roth, " had bein the King's 


Miniſter at Vienna, was declared Secretary of State for the ſouthern 
department, Lord Holderneſs having taken the northern. Sir 
Thomas accepted it unwillingly, and, as I hear, with a promiſe 
that he ſhall not keep it long. Both his health and' ſpirits are bad, 
two very diſqualifying circumſtances for that employment; yours, 
I hope, will enable you, ſome time or other, to go through with 
it. In all events, aim at it, and if you fail or fall, let wa at "wn 
be ſaid or” you, e tamen unn 3 Adieu. 


— 
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MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Received, yeſterday, your Eber of the 20th March, from 
Manheim, with the eneloſed for Mr. Eliot; it was a very 
proper one, and I have forwarded it to him by Mr. mn who 
ſets out for Cornwall to-morrow morning. | 

I am very glad that you uſe yourſelf to Hahdhtzote; and I do not 
care of what, provided you-ſtudy the correctneſs and elegancy of 
your ſtyle. The Liſe of Sextus Quintus is the beſt book, of the 
innumerable books written by Gregorio Leti, whom the Italians, 
very juſtly, call Leti caca libro. But I would rather that you 
ehole ſome pieces of oratory for your tranſlations; whether ancient 
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or modern, Latin or Freneh-; which would gire n more ora. 
torial train of- thoughts, and turn of expreſſion, In your letter 
to me, you make uſe of two words, which, though true and 

correct Engliſh, are, however, from long- diſuſe, become inele- 
gant, and ſeem now to be ſtiff, formal, and, in ſome degree, 
ſeriptural: the firſt is the word namely, which you introduce 
thus, Lots inform me of a very agreeable piece of neus, namely, 
that ny election is ſecured. Inſtead of namely, I would: always 
uſe, which is, or that is, that my election is ſecured. The other 
word is, Mine own inclinations : this is certainly correct, before a 
ſubſequent word that begins with a yowel ; but it is too correct, 
and is now diſuſed as too formal, notwithſtanding the hiatus oc- 
caſioned by my own. Every language has its peculiarities; they are 
eſtabliſhed by uſage, and, whether right or wrong, they muſt be 
complied with. I could inftance many very abſurd ones in dif- 
ferent languages; but ſo authoriſed by the jus et norma loquendi, 
that they muſt be ſubmitted to. Mamely, and to wit, are very 
good words in themſelves, and contribute to clearneſs, more than 
the relatives which we now ſubſtitute in their room; but, howe- 
ver, they cannot. be uſed, except'in a ſermon, or ſome very. grave 
and formal compoſitions. It is with language as with manners; 
they are both eſtabliſhed by the uſage of people of faſhion ; it 
muſt be imitated, it muſt be complied with. "Singularity is only 
pardonable in old age and retirement; I may now be as ſingular 
as I pleaſe, but you may not. We will, when we meet, diſcuſs 
theſe and many other points, provided you will give me atten- 
tion and credit; without both which it is to no rr to ad- 
viſe either you or any body elſe. 

I want to know your determination, where you intend to (if I 
may uſe that expreſſion) while away your time, till the laſt week 
in June, when we are to meet at Spa; I continue rather in the 
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Hague; but however I have not the leaſt objection to Drekien, 
or to any other place that you may like better, If you prefer the 
Dutch ſcheme, you take Treves and Coblentz "in your way, as 
alſo Duſſeldorp:3, gl whigh places I think you hay dot yet ſeen, 
At Manheim you may certainly get good letters of recommenda- 
tion; to the Courts of the two Electors of Treves and Cologne, 
whom you are yet unacquainted with; and I ſhould wiſh you to 
know them all. For, as I have often told you, aim bec. memi- 
nifſe juvabit, There is am utility i in having ſeen what other people 
have ſeen, and there is a juſtifiable pride in having ſeen what 
others have not ſeen. In the former caſe, you are equal ta 
others; in the latter, ſuperior. As your ſtay abroad will not now 
be very long, pray, while it laſts, ſee every thing, and every body 
you can; and ſee them well, with care and attention. It is not 
to be conceived of what advantage it is to any body to have ſeen 
more things, people, and countries, than other people in general 
have: it gives them a credit, makes them referred to, and they 
become the objects of the attention of the company. They are 
not out in any part of polite converſation; they are acquainted 
with all the places, euſtoms, courts, and families, that are likely 
to be mentioned; they are, as Monſieur de Maupertuis juſtly ob- 
ſerves} de tous les pan, comme les ſcavans ſont de tous les tems. 
Vou have, fortunately, both thoſe advantages; the only remaining 
point is de ſgauoir les faire valbir; for without that, one may as 
well not have them. Remember, that very true maxim of La 
Bruyere's, qu on ne vdut dans ce monde que ce qu on veut valoir. 
The knowledge of the world will teach you to what degree you 
ought to ſhow ce que vous valeg. One muſt by no means, on 
one hand, be indifferent about it; as, on the other, one muſt not 
diſplay it with affeRation, and in an overbearing manner: but, 

3 of 
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Heartily congratulate you: Fry Ge: Joſ of your noliical 
1 maidenhead, of which I have received from others a very 
good account. I heat, that you were ſtopped for ſome time 
in your career; but recovered breath, and: finiſhed it very 
well. I am not ſurpriſed, nor indeed concerned, at your acci- 
dent; for I remember the dreadful: feeling of that ſituation in 
myſelf ; and: as it muſt require a moſt uncommon ſhare of impu- 
dence to be unconcerned upon ſuch an occaſion, I am not ſure 
that Þ am not. rather glad you ſtopped, You muſt therefore 
now think of hardening yourſelf by degrees, by uſing yourſelf 
inſenſibly to the ſound of your on voice, and to the act (trifling 
as ĩt ſeems) of riſing up and fitting down again. Nothing will 

contribute ſo much to this as committee work, of elections at 

night, and of private bills in the morning. There aſking ſhort 
queſtions, moving for witneſſes to be called in, and all that kind 

of ſmall ware, will ſoon fit you to ſet up for yourſelf. I am told 
that you are much mortified at your accident; but without rea- 
fob 3 pray, let it rather be a ſpur than a curb to you. Perſe- 
vere; and, depend upon it, it will do well at laſt. When I fay 
perſevere; I. do not mean that you ſhould ſpeak every day, nor 
in every debate. Moreover, I would not adviſe you to ſpeak: again 
upon public matters for ſome time, . perhaps a month or two; 
but I mean, never loſe view of that great object; purſue it with 
diſcretion, 
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diſcretion, but purſue it always. Pelotes en attendant partie, 
| You know I have always told you, that ſpeaking in public was 
but a knack, which thoſe who apply to the moſt, will ſucceed 
in the beſt. Two old members, very good judges, have. ſent 
me compliments upon this occaſion ; and have aſſured me, that 
they plainly find i? will do, though they perceived, frotnr that 
natural confuſion you were in, that you neither faid all, nor 
perhaps what you intended. Upon the whole, you have 2 out 
very well, and have ſufficient encouragement to go on. Attend 
therefore afſiduouſly, and obſerve carefully all that paſſes in the 
Houſe ; for it is only knowledge and experience that can make a 
debater. But if you ſtill-want comfort, Mrs. „I hope, will 
adminiſter it to you; for, in my opinion, ſhe may, if ſhe will, be 
very comfortable ; and with women, as with ſpeaking in Par- 
liament, perſeverance will moſt certainl ö prevail, ſooner or 
later. — 

What little I have played for here, I have won; but that is 
very far from the conſiderable ſum which you beared of. I play 
every evening from ſeven till ten, at a crown whiſt party, 
merely to ſave my eyes from reading or writing for three hours by 
candle- light. I propoſe being in town the week after next, and 
hope to carry back with me much more health than I brought 
down here. Good night. 


— — w— —— 2 _— = — 
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Mr. Stanhope being returned to England, and ſeeing his Father almoſt 


every day, is the occaſion of an interruption of two years in their corre- 
ſpondence. 
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Received yours yeſterday morning, * with the Pruſſian 

papers, which I have read with great attention. If Courts 
could bluſh, thoſe of Vienna and Dreſden ought, to have their 
falſchoods ſo publicly and ſo undeniably expoſed. The former 
will, I prefume, next year, employ an hundred thouſand men, to- 
anſwer the accuſation ; and if the Empreſs of the Two Ruſſias is 
pleaſed to argue in the ſame cogent manner, their logic will be too 
ſtrong for all the King of Pruſſia's rhetoric. I well remember the 
treaty ſo often referred to in thoſe pieces, between the two Em- 
preſſes, in 1746. The King was ſtrongly preſſed by the Empreſs 
Queen to accede to it. Waſſenaer communicated it to me for 
that purpoſe. I afked him if there were no ſecret articles; 
ſuſpecting that there were ſome, becauſe the oſtenſible treaty was- 
a mere harmleſs defenſive one. He aſſured me that there were 
none. Upon which I told him, that as the King had already 
defenſive alliances with thoſe two Empreſſes, I. did not ſee of 
what. uſe, his acceſſion to this treaty, if merely a defenſroe one, 
could be, either to himſelf or the other contracting parties ; but 
that, however, if it was only deſired as an indication of the King's 
good-will, I would give him an act, by which his Majeſty ſhould 
accede to that treaty, as far, but no farther, as at preſent he 
ſtood engaged to the reſpective Empreſſes, by the defenſive alliances 


ſubſiſting with each. This offer by no means ſatisfied him, which 
was a plain proof of the ſecret articles now brought to light, and 
which the Court of Vienna hoped to draw us into. I told: 
Waſſenaer fo, and after that I heard no more of his invitation. 

Lam 
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J am ſtill bewildered in the changes at Court, of which I find 
that all the particulars are not yet fixed. Who would have thought, 
a year ago, that Mr. Fox, the Chancellor, and the Duke of New- 
caſtle, ſhould all three have.quitted together; nor can I yet account 
for it; explain it to me, if you can. I cannot ſee, neither, what 
the Duke of Devonſhire and Fox, whom I looked upon as intimately 
united, can have quarrelled about, with relation to the Treaſury ; 
inform me, if you know. I never doubted of the prudent verſatility 
of your Vicar of Bray; but I am ſurprized at Obrien Windham's 
going out of the 'Freaſury, where, I ſhould have thought, that 
the intereſt of his aa] George Grenville, would have 
kept him. 

Having found myſelf rather worſe, theſe two or three laſt days, 
T was obliged to take ſome ipecacuana laſt night; and, what 
you will think odd, for a vomit, I brought it all up again in 
about an hour, to my great ſatisfaction andemolument, which 
is ſeldom the caſe in reſtitutions. 

You did well to go to the Duke of Newcaſtle, who, I ſuppoſe, 
will have no more levees; however, go from time to time, and 


leave your name at his door, for you have obligations to him. 
Adieu. | 


— — 
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— December the thth, 1756, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


THAT can I ſay to you from this "OM where every day 
is flill but as the firſt, though by no means ſo agreeably 
paſſed, as Anthony deſcribes his to have been? The fame no- 
_ ſucceed - one another every day, with me, as regularly and 


np 


* 4 
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ddd ar hours of tue dh. Fou WII chiak til Urelbebe, „ 
and ſo it is; but how cab I help it? Cut off fronr Weiety by 5 | 
ditch; and diſpirited by my ill health, where could I be barer; 

vou will ſay, perhaps, where could ye be worle ? Only in priſon, 


or the galleys, I confeſs, However 1 ſee period to my ſtay here; 
and I have fixed, in my own mind, a time for my return to Lon- 


don; not invited there by either politics or pleaſures, to both 
which I am equally a ſtranger, but merely to be at home; which, 
after all, according to 10 * ſaying, i is ere nth it "never 1 
„ ae a R., 
The political I" as it is called, " I find, by no means 
ſettled : Mr. Fox, who took this place in his way to his brother's, 
where he intended to paſs a month, was ſtopped ſhort' by an 
expreſs, which he received, from his connection, to come to town 
immediately; and accordingly he ſet out from hence very early, 
two days ago. F had a very long converſation with him, in 
which he was, ſeemingly at leaſt, very frank and communicative; 
but ſtill I own myſelf in the dark. In thoſe matters, as i in oſt 
others, half knowledge (and mine is at moſt that) is more apt to 
lead one into error, than to carry one to truth; and our own 
vanity contributes to the ſeduction. Our conjectures paſs upon 
us for truths ; we will know what we do not know, and often, 
what we cannot know: ſo mortifying to our youe is the bare 
ſuſpicion of ignorance | 5 a 
It has been reported here, that the * of Ruſſia i is dying; 
this would be a fortunate event indeed for the King of Pruſſia, 
and neceſſarily produce the neutrality and inaction, at Teak, if that 
great power; which would be a heavy weight taken out of tlie A 
' poſite ſcale to the King of Pruſſia- Phe eee muſt, 
"that cafe, db all herſelf ; for, though France will no doubt idee 
largely, it will, 1 believe, perform but ſcantily; as it deſires no 
Vol. II, . beer, 
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better, than that the different N of n ds tear one 


another to pieces. 

I hope you "whites all the Courts ; a man hovld idk kis 
face familiar there; Long habit produces favour inſenſibly; and 
acquaintance often doesgmore than friendſhip, in that climate, 
where les beaux ſentimens are not the natural growth. 


Adieu! I am going to the nn ſave * eyes from reading, 
and my mind from thinking. 


E N . r . 


Bath, e 12th, 17 57. 
MY DEAR F RIEND, 


Waited quietly, to ſee when either your W or your in- 
dclinations, would allow you to honour me with a letter; and 
at laſt I received one this morning, very near a fortnight after you 
went from hence. You will ſay, that you had no news to write 
me ; and that probably may be true; but, without news, one has 
. ſomething to ſay to thoſe with whom one . to have 
any thing to do. * 4 

Your obſervation is very juſt with rights to the King of 
Pruſſia, whom the moſt auguſt Houſe of Auſtria would moſt 
unqueſtionably have poiſoned a century or two ago. But now that 
Terras Aſfirea reliquit, Kings and Princes die of natural deaths; 
even war is puſillanimouſſy carried on in this degenerate age; 
quarter is given; towns are taken, and the people ſpared: 

even in a ſtorm, a woman can hardly hope for the benefit of a 
rape. Whereas (ſuch was the humanity of former days) priſoners 
were killed by thouſands in cold blood, and the generous victors 
ſpared neither man, woman, nor child. Heroic actions of this 


. kind 
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Kind. were . at the taking of Magdebourg. The King 

of Pruſſia is certainly now in a ſituation that muſt ſoon decide 

his fate, and make him Cæſar or nothing. Notwithſtanding the 
march of the Ruſſians, his greateſt danger, in my mind, lies welt- 
ward. I have no great notion of Apraxin's abilities, and I believe, 
many a Pruflian Colonel would o out- general him. But Brown, 
Piccolomint, Luccheſe, and -many other veteran | officers in Wie 
Auſtrian troops, are reſpectable enemies. 
Mr. Pitt ſeems to me to have almoſt as many enemies to en- 
counter as his Pruſſian Majeſty. T he late Miniſtry, and the 
Duke's party, will, I preſume, unite againſt him and his Tory 
friends: and then quarrel among themſelves again. His beſt, if 
not his only chance of ſupporting himſelf would be, if he had 
credit enough in the city, to hinder the advancing of the money 
to any adminiſtration but his own; and 1 have met with ſome 
people here who think that he has. 6 | 

I have put off my Journey from hence fot 3 a week, but no 
longer. I find I ſtill gain ſome ſtrength and ſome fleſh here, and 
therefore I will not cut, while the run is for- _ | 

By a letter which J received this morning from Lady Allen, 
I obſerve that you are extremely well with her; and it is well for 
you to be ſo, for ſhe is an excellent and warm puff. 

A propos lan expreſſion which is commonly uſed to introduce 
whatever is unrelative to it) you ſhould: apply to ſome of Lord 
Holderneſs's people, for the peruſal of Mr. Cope's letters. It 
will not be refuſed you; and the ſooner you have them the better, 
I do not mean them as models for your manner of writing,” b but 
as outlines of the matter you are to write upon. 

If you have not read Hume's Eſſays, read them ; ; they are four 
very ſmall volumes; I have juſt finiſhed, and am extremely 
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pleaſed with them. He thinks impartially, deep, often new; 
and, in my mind, commonly juſt. Adieu. 


r 
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Blackheath, September the 17th, 1757. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 
ORD Holderneſs has been fo kind as to communicate to me 
all the letters which he has received from you. hitherta, 
dated the 15th, 19th, 23d, and 26th Auguſt; and alſo a 
draught of that which he wrote to you the gth inſtant. I am 
very well pleaſed with all your letters; and, what is better, I can 
tell you that the King is ſo too; and he ſaid, but three days ago, 
to Monſieur Munchauſen, He (meaning you) /ers out vary well; 
and I like his letters, provided that, . like moſt of my Engliſh Mini- 
ers abroad, he does not grow idle hereafter. So that here is both 
praiſe to flatter, and a hint to warn you. What Lord Holdernes 
recommends to you, being by the King's order, intimates alſo a 
degree of approbation ; for the b/acker ink, and the larger cbarac- 
zer, ſhow, that his Majeſty, whoſe eyes are grown weaker, 
intends: to read all your letters himſelf, Therefore, pray do not 
neglect to get the blackeſt ink you can; and to make your 
Secretary enlarge his hand, though d' ailleurs it is a very good 
one. 
Had I been to wiſh an advantageous 18 for = and a 
good debut in it, I could not have wiſhed you either, better than 
both have hitherto proved. The reſt will depend entirely upon 
yourſelf; and I own, I begin to have much better hopes than I 
had; for I know, by my own. experience, that the more one 
3 | 5 Works, 
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works, the more willing one is to work. We are all, more or 
leſs, des animaux d babitude. I remember very well, that when J 
was in buſineſs, I wrote four or five hours together every day, 
more willingly than I ſhould now half an hour; and this is moſt 
certain, that when a man has applied himſelf to buſineſs half the 
day, the other half goes off the more chearfully and agreeably. 
This I found ſo fenfibly, when I was at the Hague, that I never 
taſted company ſo well, nor was ſo good company myſelf, as at 
the ſuppers of my poſt days. I take Hamburgh now, to be e 
centre du refuge Allemand. If you have any Hanover refugits 
among them, pray take care to be particularly attentive to-them. 
How do you like your houſe? Is it a convenient one? Have the 
Caſſerolles been employed in it yet? You will find Jeg petits ſoupers 
Ins leſs expenſive, and turn to better account, than large dinners 
for great companies. | 

I hope you liave written to the Duke of Newcaſtle ; I take i it 
for granted, that you have to all your brother Miniſters of the 
northern department. For God's fake be diligent, alert, active, 
and indefatigable in your buſineſs. You want nothing but labour 
and. induſtry, to be, one day; w whatever. you. pleaſe, in your 
own- way. 

We think and talk of nothing here but Breſt, which is univer- 
fally ſuppoſed: to be the object of our great expedition. A great, 
and important object it is. I ſuppoſe the affair muſt be Sr, 
or it will not do. If we ſucceed, it will make France put ſome. 
water to its wine. As for my on private opinion, I own, I ra- 
ther wiſh than hope ſucceſs. However, ſhould our expedition 
fail, Magnis tamen excidit auſis, and that will be better than our 
late languid manner of making war. ä 
To mention a perſon to you whom I am very indifferent about, 
I mean myſelf, &-vegotate ſtill * Idid when we parted; but 

I. think 
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I think T begin to be fenſible of the autumn of the year, as well as 
of the autumn of my own life. I feel an internal awkwardneſs, 
which in about three weeks I ſhall carry with me to the Bath, 
where I hope to get rid of it, as I did laſt year. The beſt cordial 
I could take, would be to hear, from time to time, of your in- 
duſtry and diligence ; for in that caſe I ſhould conſequently hear 
of your ſucceſs. Remember your own motto, Mullum numen abe/} 
i fit prudentia, Nothing is truer, Yours. 


S 


Blackheath, aer, the 23d, 1757. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


| 


Received but the day before yeſterday your letter of the 3d, 
from the head-quarters at Selfingen ; and, by the way, it is but 
the ſecond that I have received from you. fince your arrival at 
Hamburgh, Whatever was the cauſe of your going to the army, 
I approve of the effect; for I would have you, as much as poſſible, 
ſee every thing that is to be ſeen, That is the true uſeful know- 
ledge, which informs and improves us when we are young, and 
amuſes us and others, when we are old, Olim hæc meminiſſe juvabit. 
I could wiſh that you would (but I know you will not) enter in a 
book, a ſhort note only, of whatever you ſee or hear, that is very 
remarkable; I do not mean a German album, ſtuffed with people's 
names, and Latin ſentences; but I mean ſuch a book as, if you 
do not keep now, thirty years hence you would give a great deal 
of money to have kept. A propos de bottes, for I am told he always 
wears his; was his Royal Highneſs very gracious to you, or not ? 
I have my doubts about it. The neutrality, which he has con- 
cluded 
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cluded with Maréchal de Richelieu, will prevent that bloody 
battle which you expected; but what the King of Pruſſia will ſay 
to-it, is another point. He was our only ally; at preſent, pro- 
bably we have not one in the world. If the King of Pruſſia can 
get at Monſieur de Soubize's and the Imperial army, before other 
troops have joined them, I think he will beat them ; but what | 
then ? He. has three hundred thouſand men to encounter after-- 
wards, He muſt ſubmit; but he may ſay with truth, 5. Perga- 
na dextrd defendi potuiſſent. The late action between the Pruſſians 
and Ruſhans has only thinned the human ſpecies, without giving 
either party a victory; which is plain by each party's claiming it. 
Upon my word, our ſpecies will pay very dear for the quarrels. 
and ambition of a few, and thoſe by no means the moſt valuable 
part of it. If the many were wiſer than they are ; the few muſt 
be quieter, and would perhaps be juſter and better than they 
are. . | | £ 
Hamburgh, I find, ſwarms with Grafs, Graffins, Furſis, and 
Furſtins, Hocheits, and Durchlaugticheits, I am glad of it, 
for you muſt neceſſarily be in the midſt of them; and I am till 
gladder, that, being in the midſt of them, you muſt neceſſarily 
be under ſome conſtraint of ceremony ; a thing which you do not 
love, but which is, however, very uſeful. 

I defired you in my laſt, and I repeat it again in this, to give 
me an account of your private and domeſtic life. How do you 
paſs your evenings? Have they, at Hamburgh, what are called 
at Paris des Maiſons, where one goes without ceremony, ſups 
or not, as one pleaſes? Are you adopted in any ſociety ? Have 
you any rational brother Miniſters, and which ? What ſort of 
things are your operas? In the tender, I doubt they do not excel ; 
for mein lieber ſchatz, and the other tenderneſſes of the Teu- 
tonic language, would, in my mind, ſound but indifferently, ſet. 

5 to 
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to ſoft * for the bravura: parts, I have a very great opinion 
of them; 5 8 das, der dunner dich erſchlage, muſt, no doubt, 
make a tremendouſly fine piece of recizativo, when uttered by an 
angry hero, to the rumble of a whole orcheſtra; including 
drums, trumpets, and French horns. Tell me your whole allot- 
ment of the day, in which I hope four hours, at leaſt, are ſacred 
to writing; the others cannot be better employed than in /iberal 
pleaſures. In ſhort, give me a full account of yourſelf, in your 
un- miniſterial character, your incognito, without your fiocchi, I 
love to ſee thoſe, in whom I intereſt myſelf, in their undreſs, rather 
than in gala; I know them better ſo. I recommend to you, etiam 
atque etiam, method and order in every thing you undertake. Do 
you obſerve it in your accounts? If you do not, you will be a 
beggar, though you were to receive the appointments of a Spaniſh 
Embaſſador extraordinary, which are a thouſand piſtoles a month; 
and in your miniſterial buſineſs, if you have not regular and ſtated 
hours for fuch and ſuch parts of it, you will be in the hurry and 
confuſion of the Duke of N———, doing every thing by halves, 
and nothing well, nor ſoon. I ſuppoſe you have been feaſted 
through the Corps diplomatique at Hamburgh, excepting Monſieur 
Champeaux ; with whom, however, I hope you live poliment et 
galamment, at all third places. 

Lord Loudon is much blamed here for his retraite des his milles, 
for it is ſaid that he had above that number, and might, conſe- 
quently, have acted offenſively, inſtead of retreating 4 eſpecially, 
as his retreat was contrary to the unanimous opinion. (as it is now 
ſaid) of the council of war. In our Miniſtry, I ſuppoſe things 
go pretty -quietly, for the D. of N. has not plagued me theſe 
two months. When his Royal Highneſs comes over, which, I 
take it for granted, he will do very ſoon, the great puſh will, I 
ee. be made at his Grace and Mr. Pitt; but without effect, 


if 


* 


if they agree, as it is by their Runes to do; 6 in chat 
caſe, their Parliamentary ſtrength will ſupport them againſt all 
attacks. You may remember, I ſaid at firſt, that the popularity 
would ſoon be on the fide of thoſe who oppoſed the popular 
Militia bill; and now it appears ſo with a vengeance, in almoſt 
every oounty in England, by the tumults and inſurrections of the 
people, who ſwear that they will not be inliſted. That ſilly 
ſcheme muſt, therefore, be dropped, as quietly as may be. Now, 
that I have told you all that I know, and almoſt all that I think, 
I wiſh you a good ſupper, and a good night. 


©. E TE: © E R XCVII. 


| . Blackheath, September the 3oth, L757. 
MV DEAR FRIEND, 
Have fo little to do, that I am furprized how I can find time 
to write to you ſo often. Do not ftare at the ſeeming para- 
dox ; for it is an undoubted truth, that the leſs one has to do, 
the leſs time one finds to do it in. One yawns, one procraſti- 
nates, one can do it when one will; and therefore one ſeldom 
does it at all: whereas thoſe who have a great deal of buſineſs, 
muſt (to uſe a vulgar expreſſion) buckle to it; and then they | 
always find time enough to do it in, I hope your own experience 
1 by this time, convinced you of this truth. e! 
1 received your laſt, of the 8th. It is now quite over with a 
very great man, who will ſtill be a very great man, though a 
very unfortunate one. He has qualities of the mind that put 
him above tlie reach of theſe misfortunes ; and if reduced, as 
perhaps he may, to the narcbe of Brasdenlurgh; he will always 
find in himſelf the comfort, and with all the world the credit, of 
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a philoſopher, a legiſlator, a patron and a profeſſor of arts and 
ſciences. He will only loſe the fame of a conqueror: a cruel 

fame, that ariſes from the deſtruction of the human ſpecies, 
Could it be any ſatisfaction to him to know, I could tell him, 
that he is at this time the moſt popular man in this kingdom; the 
whole nation being enraged at that neutrality which haſtens and 
completes his ruin. Between you and me, the King was not leſs 
enraged at it himſelf, when he ſaw the terms of it; and it affected 
his health more than all that had happened before. Indeed, it 
ſeems to me a voluntary conceſſion of the very worſt that could 
have happened, in the worſt event. We now begin to think 
that our great and ſecret expedition is intended for Martinico and 
St. Domingo ; if that be true, and we ſucceed in the attempt, we 
ſhall recover, and the French loſe, one of the moſt valuable 
branches of commerce, I mean ſugar. The French now ſupply all 
the foreign markets in Europe with that commodity, we only 
ſupply ourſelves with it. This would make us ſome amends for 
our ill luck, or ill conduct, in North America; where Lord 
| Loudon, with twelve thouſand men, thought himſelf no match for 
the French with but ſeven ; and Admiral Holbourne, with ſeven- 
teen ſhips of the line, declined attacking the French, becauſe they 
had eighteen, and a greater weight of metal, according to the 
new ſea-phraſe, which was unknown to Blake. I hear that let- 
ters have been ſent to both, with very ſevere reprimands. I am 
told, and I believe it is true, that we are negotiating with the 
Corſican, I will not ſay rebels, but aſſertors of their natural rights; 
to receive them, and whatever form of government they think fit 
to eſtabliſh, under our protection, upon condition of their deli- 
vering up to us Port Ajaccio; which may be made ſo ſtrong and 
ſo good a one, as to be a full equivalent for the loſs of Port Ma- 
hon. This i is, in my mind, a ery good ſcheme ; for though the 
Corſicans 
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Corficans x are a « parcel of cruel and Een agel, they” will in 


danger; ; a Solid evtity with IN though none with' fools. 
His Royal Highneſs the Duke is kourly expected here: his arri- 

val will make ſome buſtle; for I believe it is certain, that he is re- 
ſolved'to make a puſh at the Duke of N. Pitt, and Co; but it 
will be ineffectual, if they continue to agree, as, to my certain 
knowledge, they do at preſent. This Parliament is roy cetera 
quis neſcit. 

Now that I have told you all that I know, or have heared, of 
public matters, let us talk of private ones, that more nearly and 
immediately concern us. Admit me to your fire-fide, in your little 
room; and as you would converſe with me there, write to me for 
the future from thence. Are you completely nippe yet? Have 
you formed what the world calls connections; that is, a certain 
number of acquaintances, whom, from accident or choice, you 
frequent more than others? Have you either fine or well-bred 
women there? Ta. Eil quelque bon ton ? All fat and fair, I pre- 
ſume; too proud and too cold to make advances, but at the 
ſame time, too well bred, and too warm to reject them, when 
made by un honnete A avec des manieres. 

Mr. * * js to be married, in about a month, to Miſs . lan 
very glad of it; for, as he wil never be a man of the world, but 
will always lead a domeſtic and retired life, 'ſhe ſeems to have 
been made on purpoſe for him. Her natural turn is as grave 
and domeſtic as his; and ſhe ſeems to have been kept by her 

aunts a la glace, jnflead of being raiſed in a hot-bed, as moſt 
young ladies are of late. If, three weeks hence, you write him a 
ſhort compliment of congratulation upon the occaſion, he, his 
mother, and tutti guanti, would be extremely pleaſed with it. 
"Thoſe attentions are always kindly taken, and coſt one nothing 
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but pen, ink, and paper. 1 conſider them as dtaughts upon good- 
breeding, where the exchange is always greatly in favour. of the 
wu A propos of N I yt you i ſor with the help 


down, to Marien Grojchen, 1s 3 — to mig 
it is often of great uſe to-know. it. Good night, and. God ble 


you. 
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Blackheath, October the roth, 1757. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


T is not without ſome difficulty. that L ſnatch this moment of 
I leiſure from my extreme idlegeſs, to inform, you of the preſent 
lamentable and aſtoniſhing Rate of affairs here, which you would 
know but imperfectiy from the public papers, and but par- 
tially from your. private correſpondents. Or fas. then---Our 
invincible Armada, which coſt at leaſt half a million, ſailed, as 
you know, ſome weeks ago; the ohject kept an inviolable ſecret : 
conjectures various, and expectations great. Breſt was perhaps to 
be taken ; but Martinico and St, Domingo, at leaſt. When lo! 
the important iſland. of Aix was taken without the leaſt reſiſtance, 
ſeven hundred men made - priſoners, and ſome pieces of cannon 
carried off. From. thence we failed towards Rochſort, which it 
ſeems was our main object; and conſequently one ſhould have 
ſuppoſed that we had pilots on board who knew all the ſoundings 
and landing- places there and thereabouts; but no; for General 
M——t aſked the Admiral, if he could land him and the troops 
near Rochfort? The Admiral ace With great. eaſe. To which the 

General 
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General Tg But can you thke 8 To which 
the Atmirianſwered; Tas, like all naval operations, will depend 
upon the wind. If fo, ſaid the General, I ll cen go home Again. 
A Oouneil'of War was immediately called, where it was;unani- 


mouſly reſolved, that it was adv/cable to return; according, 
they are returned. As the expeQations of the whole nation had 


been raiſed to the bigheft pitch, the univerfal diſappointment and 
indignation have ariſen in proportion; and 1 queſtian whether the 
ferment of men's minds was ever greater. Suſpicions, you may 
be ſute, are various and endleſs ; but the moſt prevailing one 
is, that the tail of the 1 neutrality, like that of a 
comet, extended itſelf to Rochfort. What encourages this 
ſuſpicien is, that a French man of war went unmoleſted 
through our whole fleet, as it lay near iRochfort. | Haddock's 
whole ftory is revived; Michel's repreſentations - are c. 
bined with other circumſtances; and: the whole together, 8 
makes up a maſs of diſcontent, reſentment, and even | fury, 
greater than perhaps was ever known in this country before. 
Theſe are the facts, draw your 'own concluſions from them: 
for my part, I am loſt in aftoniſhment and conjectures, and do 
not know where to fix. My experience has ſhown me, that 
many things, which ſeem extremely probable, are not true; and 
many, which ſeem highly improbable, are true; ſo that Iwill con- 
clude this article, as Joſephus: does almoſt every article of his hiſ- 
tory, with ſaying, but of tbis every mam mill. balieue as be thinks 
proper. What a diſgraceful year will this be in the annals of this 
country? May its good genius, if ever it appears again, Wat. out 
thoſe ſheets, thus ſtained and blotted by our ignominy! 
Our domeſtic affairs are, as far as I know any thing of — 
in the fame ſituation as when I wrote: to you laſt; but they will 


begin to be in motion upon the approach of the ſeſſion, and 


- 
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upon the return of the Duke; whoſe arrival is moſt med 


expedted by the mob of London 3..though 2 eo flowers in 
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I leave this #04 next 1 and Leddin 5 Saturday fol- 
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London, October the'27th, 1757. 
u DEAR: FRIEND, | 
OUR laſt; of the zoth paſt, was a very SAP letter; and I 

will believe half of what you aſſure me, that you returned 
to the Landgraveꝰs civilities. I cannot poſſibly go farther than 
half, knowing that you are not laviſh of your words, eſpecially in 
that ſpecies of eloquence called the adulatory. Do not. uſe too 


much diſcretion, in profiting of the Landgrave's naturalization 


of you; but go pretty often and feed with him. Chuſe the 
company of your ſuperiors, whenever you can have it; that is 


the right and true pride. The miſtaken and wy * is, to pri- 


mer among inferiors. 
Hear, O Iſrael] and Wy On nds; morning laſt, the 


Duke gave up his commiſſion of Captain General, and his regi- 
ment of guards. You will aſk me why? I cannot tell you; but 
I will tell you the cauſes aſſigned ; which, perhaps, are none of 


them the true ones. It is ſaid that the King reproached him 


with having exceeded his powers, in making the Hanover Con- 


vention; which his R. H. abſolutely denied, and threw up there- 


upon. This is certain, that he appeared at the drawing - room, 
at Kenſington, laſt Sunday, after having quitted, and went 


ſtraight to Windſor; where, his people ſay, that he intends to 
reſide quietly, and amuſe himſelf as a private man. But I con- 
jecture 


— will Con! he idle up Ou aſi that he will 
ꝛeſume is employments. You' will eaſily imagine what ſpecula- 
tions this event has occaſioned in the public; I ſhall neither 
trouble you., nor: myſelf, with: relating them; nor would this 
ſheet of paper, or every a quire more, contain them. Some 
refine enoughy to ſuſpect that it is a concerted quarrel, to juſtify ; 
fomeboay ta eee, with brag to * Convention ; 5 ger [ 
do not believe it. 

His R. H.'s bobs load BY Ladies Miniſters, ds more par- 
e our friend Munchauſen here, with the whole blame; but 
with what degree of truth I know not. This only is certains iy 
that the whole negotiation of that affair was broached, and car- 
ried! on, by the Hanover Miniſters, and Monſieur Stemberg at 
Vienna, abſolutely unknown to the Engliſh Miniſters, till it was 
executed. This affair combined (ſor people will combine it) 
with the aſtoniſhing return of our great armament; not only re in. 
fecta, but even intentatd, makes ſuch a jumble of reflections, con · 
jectures, and refinements, that one is weary of hearing them. 
Our Tacituses and Machiavels go deep, ſuſpect the worſt, and 
perhaps, as they often do, overſhoot the mark. For my own. 
part, I fairly confeſs that I am bewildered, and have not certain 
oftulatas enough, not only to found any opinion, but even to 
form conjectures upon; and this is the language which I 
think you ſhould hold to all who ſpeak to you, as to be ſure 
all will; upon that ſubject. Plead, as you truly may, your own: 
ignorance; and fay, that it is impoſſible to judge of thoſe nice 
points, at ſuch a diſtance, and without knowing all circumſtan- 
ces, which you cannot be ſuppoſed to do. And as to the Duke's: 
reſignation ; you ſhould, in my opinion, ſay, that perhaps there 
might be a little too much vivacity in the caſe ; but that, upon the 
whole, you make no doubt of the thing's being ſoon ſet right again; 
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as; in truth, I dare ſay it will, Upon theſe delicate occaſions 
you muſt practiſe the miniſterial ſhrugs and perfifage ; for filent 
geſticulations, which you would be moſt inclined to, would not be 
ſufficient: ſomething muſt be ſaid; but that ſomething, when 
analyſed, muſt amount to nothing. * for inſtance,” II e vrai 
J o g peru, mais gue voulez vous que je vous diſe,—il y a bien du 
pour et du contre, un petit Refident ne voit gueres le fond du ſac. — 
11 faut attendre—Thoſe ſort of expletives are of infinite uſe; and 
nine people in ten think they mean ſomething. But, to the Land- 
grave of Heſſe, I think you would do well to ſay, in ſeeming 
confidence, that you have good reaſon to believe, that the prin- 
cipal objection of his Majeſty to the Convention was, that his 
Highneſs's intereſts, and the affair of his troops, were not ſuffi- 
ciently conſidered in it. To the Pruſſian Miniſter, aſſert boldly, 
that you know de ſcience certaine, that the principal object of his 
Majeſty's, and his Britiſh Miniſtry's attention, is not only to per- 
form all their preſent engagements with his Maſter, but to take 
new and ſtronger ones for his r for this is true — at leaſt 
at preſent. 
You did very well in inviting Comte Bothmar to dine with 
you, You ſee how minutely I am informed of your proceedings, 
though not from yourſelf, Adieu, 
I go to Bath next Saturday; buy direct your letters, as uſual, 
to London, 


LETTER 
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Bath, October the 26th, 1 1 
MV DEAR FRIEND, 14 


Artived here ſafe, but far from ſound, laſt Sunday, I haye 
conſequently drank theſe waters but three days, and yet 1 
find myſelf ſomething better for them. The night before I left 
London, I was for ſome hours at Newcaſtle-houſe ; where the 


letters, which came in that morning, lay upon the table; and his 


Grace fin gled out yours, with great approbation, and at the 
ſame time aſſured me of his Majeſty's. approbation too. To theſe 
two approbations, I truly add my own, which, /ans vanite, may 
perhaps' be near as good as the other two. In that letter you 


venture vos petits raiſonnemens very properly, and then as properly 
make an excuſe for doing ſo, Go on ſo with diligence, and you 


will be, what I began to deſpair of your ever being, ſomebody. 


I am perſuaded, if you would own the truth, that you feel your- 
ſelf now, much better ſatisfied with yourſelf, than you were while 
you did nothing. 

Application to buſineſs, attended with approbation and ſuc- 
ceſs, flatters and animates the mind; which, in idleneſs and 
inaction, ſtagnates and putrefies, 1 would wiſh, that every rational 
man would, every night when he goes to bed, aſk himſelf this 
queſtion, hat have I done today ? Havel Ja any thing that 
can be of uſe to myſelf or others? Have I employed my time, 
or have I quandered it? Have I lived out the day, or have I 
doꝛed it away in ſloth and lazineſs ? A thinking being muſt be 
pleaſed or confounded, according as he can anſwer himſelf theſe 
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queſtions, I obſerve that you ' are in the ſecret of what is 
intended, and what Münchauſen is gone to Stade to prepare. A 
bold and dangerous experiment, in my mind; and which may 
probably end in a ſecond volume to the Hiſtory of the Palatinate, 
In the laſt century, His Serene Highneſs of Brunſwick has, in 
my mind, played a prudent and a ſaving game; and I, am apt 
to believe, that the other Serene Highneſs, at Hamburgh, is more 
N to follow his example, than to embark in the great ſcheme. 
I ſee no ſigns of the Duke's reſuming his employments ; but, 
on the contrary, I am aſſured, that his Majeſty is cooly determined 
to do as well as he can without him. The Duke of Devonſhire, 
and Fox, have worked hard to make up matters in the cloſet, 
but to no purpoſe. People's ſelf-love is very apt to make them 
think themſelves more neceſſary than they are; and 1 {ſbrewdly 
ſuſpect, that his Royal Highneſs has been the dupe of that ſen⸗ 
timent, and was taken at his word when he leaſt expected it: 
like my predeceſſor, Lord Harrington; who, when he went into 
the cloſet to reſign the ſeals, had them not about him; fp ſure 
be thought himſelf of being preſſed to keep them. | 

The whole talk of | an, of this place, and of every place 
in the whole kingdom, is of our great, expenſive, and yet fruit- 
leſs expedition ; I have ſeen an Officer who was there, a very ſen- 
{ible and obſerving man; who told me, that, had we attempted 
Rochfort, the day aſter we took the ifland of Aix, our ſuccels 
had been infallible ; but that after we had fauntered (God knows 
why) eight or ten days in the iſland, he thinks the attempt would 
have been impracticable ; becauſe the French had in that time 
got together all the troops in that neighbourhood, to a very con- 
ſiderable number. In ſhort, there muſt have been ſome ſecret in 
that whole affair, that has not yet tranſpired ; and I cannot help 
tulpecing that it came from Stads, Fe had not been ſucceſsful 
; there; 
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there; perhaps we were Kot defirous, that an e in which 

we had neither been concerned nor conſulted, ſhould prove ſo: 

M——t was aur creature; 3 and a word to the wiſe will ſome- 

times go a great way, M. t is to have a public trial, from 
which the public expects great diſcoveries Not I. 

Do you viſit Soltikow, the Ruſſian Miniſter, whoſe houſe, I 
am told, is the great ſcene of pleaſures at Hamburgh ? His 
miſtreſs, I take for granted, is by this time dead, and he wears 
ſome other body's ſhackles, Her death comes, with regard. to 
the King of Pruſſia, comme la moutarde apres diner. I am curi- 

_ ous to ſee what tyrant will ſucceed her, not by Divine, but by 
Military right; for, barbarous as they are now, and ſtill more 
barbarous as they have been formerly, they have had very little 
regard to the more barbarous notion of divine, indefeaſible, here 
ditary right. | 1 
The Prætorian bands, that is the guards, I preſume, 8 IM 
engaged in the intereſts of the Imperial Prince; but till, I think, 
that little John of Archangel will be heared of upon this occaſion, 
unleſs prevented by a quieting draught of Hemlock or Nightſhade; 
for I ſuppoſe they are not arrived to the politer 'and gentecler 
poiſons of Acqua Tufana *, ſugar-plumbs, &c. 

Lord Halifax has accepted his old employment, with the 
honorary addition of the Cabinet Council. And ſo we heartily 
with you a good night. NY 


of Acqua Tufana, a Neapolitan flow poiſon, retunbille chr water, and wyented 
by a woman at Naples, of the name of Tufana. .- 
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Bath, November the 4th, 1757. 
MY. DEAR FRIEND, 


HE ſons of Britain, like hel of Noab, müſt cover their 
parent's ſhame as well as they can; for to retrieve its 
honour is now too late. One would really think that our Mini- 
ſters and Generals were all as drunk as the Patriarch was. How- 
ever, in your ſituation, you muſt not be Cham; 3 but ſpread your 
cloak over our diſgrace, as far as it will go. M t calls aloud 
for a public trial; and in that, and that only, the public agrees 
with him. There will certainly be one; but of what kind, is 
not yet fixed. Some are for a Parliamentary i inquiry, others for 
a Martial one: neither will, in my opinion, diſcover the true 
ſecret; for a ſecret there moſt unqueſtionably is. Why we 
Raid fix whole days in the iſland of Alix, mortal cannot imagine; 
which time the French employed, as it was obvious they would, 
in aſſembling all their troops in the neighbourhood of Rochfort, 
and making our attempt then really impracticable. The day 
after we had taken the iſland of Aix, your friend, Colonel Wolfe, 
publicly offered to do the buſineſs, with five hundred men and 
three ſhips only, In all theſe complicated political machines, 
there are ſo many wheels within wheels, that it is always difficult, 
and ſometimes impoſſible, to gueſs which of them gives direction 
to the whole. Mr. Pitt is convinced that the principal wheel, or, 
if you will, the pole in his wheel, came from Stade. This is 
certain, at leaſt, that M t was the man of confidence with 
that perſon. Whatever be the truth of the calc, there i is, to be 
ſure, — an Hiatus valde deflendus. 
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Thie ala. of the Parliament will certainly 5 very nume- 
tous, were it only from curioſity; but the majority on the ſide of 


the Court will, I dare lay, be 4 great one. The people of the 


late Captain General, however inelined to oppoſe, will be obliged 
to concur. Their commiſſions, which they have no deſire to 
loſe, will make them tractable; for thoſe Gentlemen, though all 


men of honour, are of Sofia's mind; gue le vrai Amphitrion oft 


celui on l'on dine. The Te ories, and the City, have engaged to 
ſupport Pitt; the Whigs, the Duke of Neweaſtle; the inde- 


pendent, and the impartial, as you well know, are not act 


mentioning. It is faid, that the Duke intends to bring the affair 
of his Convention into Parliament, for his own Juſtification : 1 1 
can hardly believe it; as I cannot conceive that tranſactions ſo 
merely Electoral can be proper objects of inquiry or deliberation 
for a Britiſh Parliament; and therefore, ſhould ſuch a motion be 
made, I preſume it will be immediately quaſhed. By the com- 


miſſion lately given to Sir John Ligonier, of General and Com- 
mander in Chief of all his Majeſty's forces in Great Britain, the 


door ſeems to be not only ſhut, but bolted, againſt his Royal 


Highneſs s return; and I have good reaſor on to be convinced, that 
that breach is irreparable. The reports of changes in the Miniſtry, 
T am pretty ſure, are idle and groundleſs. The Duke of New- 


caſtle and 'Mr. Pitt really agree very well; not, I preſume; from 


any ſentimental tenderneſs for each other; but from a ſenſe that it 
is their mutual intereſt; and, as the tk” Captain Generals party 


is now out of the queſtion, I do not ee what ſhould: produce the 
leaſt change. | 


The viſit,” lately made to deln, was, 1 dare FRY neither a 
friendly nor an inoffenſive one. The Auſtrians always leave 
behind them pretty laſting monuments of their viſits, or rather vi- 

| ſitations; 
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Gitations-; z not fo much, I de. n their [thirſt of, len, a8 
from: their bunger of Pr. 

This inter, I take for granted, muſt ies n a jpeace, 55 "hi 
Lind or another; a bad one for us, no doubt, and yet perhaps better 
than we ſhould get the year after. I ſuppoſe the King of Pruſſia 
is negotiating with France, and endeavouring by thoſe means to 
get out of the ſcrape, with the loſs only of Sileſia, and perhaps 
Halberſtadt, by way of indemnification to Saxony; and, conſider- 
ing all circumſtances, he would be well off upon thoſe terms. 
But then how is Sweden to be ſatisfied ? Will the Ruſſians reſtore 
Memel? Will France have been at all this expence gratis ? Muſt 
there be no acquiſition for them in Flanders? I dare ſay, they 
have ſtipulated ſomething of that ſort for themſelves, by the ad- 
ditional and ſecret treaty, which I know they made, laſt May, with 
the Queen of Hungary. Muſt we give up whatever the French 
pleaſe to deſire, in America, beſides the ceſſion of Minorca in 
perpetuity ? I fear we muſt, or elſe raiſe twelve millions more 
next year, to as little purpoſe: as we did this, and have conſe- 
quently a worſe peace afterwards, I turn my eyes away, as much 
as I can, from this miſerable proſpect; but, as a citizen and mem- 
ber of ſociety, it recurs to my imagination, notwithſtanding all my 
endeavours to baniſh it from my thoughts. I can do myſelf nor 
my country no good; but I feel the wretched ſituation of both: 
the ſtate of the latter makes me better bear that of the former; and, 
when I am called away from my ſtation here, I ſhall think it ra- 
ther (as Cicero ſays of Craſſus) Mors denata guam vita erepta. 

I have often defired, but in vain, the favour of being admitted 
Into your private apartment at Hamburgh, and of being, informed 
of your private life there. Your mornings, I hope and believe, 
are employed in buſineſs ; but give me an account of the remain- 
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der of the day, which 1 ſüppoſe is is, and Wo to be, Aproptiated 
to amuſetnents and pleaſures. In what Houſes ate you domeſtie? 


Who are o in Ja In ſhort; let me in, and do not be defied to 


. BATES MOT enen oa iow. rr Tin 
Here bad, as ufual, being few people, avid n ab z Fr 
ing the waters regularly, to a minute, and atm ſomething the bet- 


ter for them. I read a great deal, and vary occaſionally” my 
dead company. I converſe with grave folios in the morning, 


while my head is cleareſt, and my attention ſtrongeſt; I take up 
leſs ſevere quartos after dinner; and at night I'chuſe' the mixed 
company and amuſing chit-chat of octavos and duodeeimos. Fe 
tire parti de tout ce que je puir; that is my philoſophy; and I mi- 


tigate, as much as I can, my pen toy by "Ig wy: atten- 


tion to other objects. 

Here is a report that Admiral Holbourhe s fleet is Abuyed. in 
a manner, by a ſtorm; 1 hope it is not true, in the full extent of 
the report; but I believe it has fuffered. This would fill up thi 


meaſure of our misfortunes. Adieu. 


L E 1. 1 E R Ill. 


Bath, November the 20th, 1757. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Write to you now, becauſe I love to write to you; and hope 
1 that my letters are welcome to you; for otherwiſe I have 
very little to inform you of. The King of Pruſſia's late victory, 
you are better informed of than we are here. It has given infinite 
joy to the unthinking public, who are not aware that it comes 
too late in the year, and too late in the war, to be attended with 


the 


any very great conſequences. There are ſix or ſeven thouſand of 


— 
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the human ſpecies leſs than. there were a month ago, and that 
ſeots to me to be all. However, I am glad of it, upon account 
of the pleaſure and the glory which it gives the King of 
Pruſſia, to whom I wiſh well as a man, more than as a King. 
And. ſurely: he is ſo great a man, that had he lived ſeventeen or 
eighteen hundred years ago, and his life been tranſmitted to us in 
a language that we could. not very well underſtand, L mean either 
Greek or Latin, we ſhould have talked of him as we do now of 
your Alexanders, your Gzfars, aud others, with whom, „I believe, 
we have but a very flight acquaintance. Au reſte, I do not ſee 
that his affairs are much mended by this victory. The ſame com- 
bination of the great powers of Europe againſt him ſtill ſubſiſts, 
and muſt at laſt prevail. I believe the French army will melt 
away, as is uſual, in Germany; but his army is extremely diminiſhed 
by battles, fatigues, and deſertion ; and he will find great diffi- 
culties in recruiting it, from his own already exhauſted dominions. 
He muſt therefore, and to be ſure will, negotiate private] y with 
the French, and get better terms that way than be could any 
Scher. | 
The report of the three General Officers, the Duke of Marlbo- 
rovlh. Lord George Sackville, and General Waldegrave, was laid 
before the King laſt Saturday, after their having fat four days upon 
M——t's affair: nobody yet knows what it is; but it is gene- 
rally believed, that M t will be brought to a Court-martial. 
That you may not miſtake this matter, as , people here do, I 
muſt explain to you, that this examination, before the three 
- above-mentioned General Officers, was. by no means a trial; but 
only a previous inquiry into his conduct, to ſee whether there was, 
or was not, cauſe to bring him to a regular trial before a Court- 
martial. The caſe is exactly parallel to that of a grand jury; who, 
upon a previous and general examination, find, or do not find, a 
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bil, to bring the matter before the petty jury ; where the fact is 
finally tried. For my own part, my opinion is fixed, upon that 
affair: I am convinced that the expedition was to be deſeated; 
and nothing that can appear before a Court-martial, can make 
me alter that opinion. I have been too long acquainted with hu- 
man nature, to have great regard for human teſtimony: and a 
very great degree of probability, ſupported by various concur- 
rent circumſtances, conſpiring in one point, will have much 
greater weight with me, than human teſtimony upon oath, or 
even upon honour; both which I have eee ſeen conſider- 
ably warped by private views. 

The Parliament, which now ſtands prorogued to the firſt of 
next month, it is thought, will be put off for ſome time longer, till 
we know in what light to lay before it the ſtate of our alliance 
with Pruſſia, ſince the concluſion of the Hanover neutrality ; - 
hieb, if it did not quite break it, made at leaſt a great flaw in it. 

The birth-day was neither fine nor crowded ; and no wonder, 
fince the King was that day ſeventy-five. The old Court and the 
young one are much better together, ſince the Duke's retirement; 
and the King has Pond the Prince of Wales with a ſervice of 
plate. 

Jam ſtill wow; though I drink theſe waters very regularly. 
I will ſtay here at leaſt fix weeks longer, where I am much quiet- 
er than I ſhould be allowed to be in town. When things are in 
ſuch a miſcrable fituation as they are at preſent, I defire neither 
to be concerned nor conſulted, ſtill leſs quoted. Adieu. 
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Bath, November the add 1757, 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 
" Receiyed, by the laſt mail, your ſhort account of the King of 
Pruſſia's victory; which yietory, contrary to euſtom, turns out 
more complete than it was at firſt reported to be. This appears by 
an intercepted letter from Monſieur de St. Germain to Monſieur 
d' Affry, at the Hague; in which he tells him, Gette armee eſt en- 
tierement fondue, and lays the blame, yery ſtrongly, vpon Monſieur 
de Soubize. But, be it greater, or be it leſs, I am glad of it; be- 
cauſe the King of Pruſſia (whom I honour and almoſt adore) I 
am ſure is. Though d gillaurs, between you and me, o eſt ce que 
cela mene? To nothing, while that formidable union, of the three 
great powers of Europe, ſuhſiſts again him, Gould that be any 
way broken, ſomething might be done; without which, nothing 
can, I take it for granted, that the King of Pruſſia will do all he 
can to detach France. Why ſhould. net we, on our part, try to 
detach Ruſſia? At leaſt, in our preſent diſtreſs, omnia tentanda, 
and ſometimes a lucky and unexpected hit turns up. This 
thought came into my head this morning; and I give it to you, 
not as a very probable. ſoheme, but as a poſſible: one, and con- 
ſequently worth trying The year of the Ruſſian ſubſidies (no- 
minally paid by the court of Vienna, but really by France) is 
near expired. The ſormer probably, cannot, and perhaps the 
latter will not, renew them. The court of Peterſburgh, is beg- 
garly, profuſe, greedy, and by no means ſcrupulous. Why 
ſhould not we ſtep in there, .and out-bid them ? If we could, we 
buy a great army at once ; which would give an intire new turn to 


the affairs of that part of the world, at leaſt, And, if we bid 
handſomely, 
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— I do fibt believe the bon fa of that Court 
would ſtatid: in tlie Way. Both our Court and our Parliament 
would; 1 am very fire, give a very great futn, and very chearfully, 
for this purpeſe In the next place, Why ſhould not you 
wriggle yourſelf, if poſſible, into ſo gteat a ſcheme? You are, no 
doubt, much acquainted with the Ruſſian Reſident Soltikow ; 
Why ſhould you not ſound him as intirely from yourſelf, upon this 
ſubjecx? You may aſk him, What, does your Court intend to 
go on next year in the pay of France, to deſtroy the liberties of 
all Europe, and throw univerſal monarchy into the hands of that 
already great, and always ambitious power. I know you think, 
or at leaſt call yourſelves, the allies of the Empreſs Queen; but is 
it not plain that ſhe will be, in the firſt place, and you in the next, 
the dupes of France? At this very time you are doing the work 
of France and Sweden; and that for ſome miſerable ſubſidies, 
mueh inferior to thoſe which I am ſure you might have, in a 
better cauſe, and more conſiſtent with the true intereſt of Ruſſia. 
Though not empowered, I know the manner of thinking of my 
own Court ſo well, upon this ſubject, that 1 will venture to pro- 
miſe you much better terms than' thoſe you have now, without 
the leaſt apprehenſions of being diſavowed. Should he liſten to 
this, and what more may occur to you to ſay upon this ſubject, 
and afk you, Eu &crirai-je* a Ma Cour ? anſwer him, Ecrives, 
terrives Monfreur hardiment. Je prendrai tout cela fur moi. 
Should this happen, as perhaps, and as I heartily wiſh it may, 
then write an exact relation of it to your own Court. Tell them, 
that you thought the meaſure of fuch great importante, that you 
Id not help taking this little ſtep towards bringing it about; 
but that you mentioned it only as from yourſelf, and that you 
have not in the leaſt committed them by it. If Soltikow lends 
himſelf 3 in any degree to this, inſinuate, that, in the preſent ſitu- 
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ation of affairs, and particularly of the King's Electoral domini- 
ons, you are very ſure that his Majeſty would have une recon 
noiſſance ſans bornes for all thoſe, by whoſe means ſo defirable a 
revival of an old and long friend(hip ſhould be brought about, 
You will, perhaps, tell me, that, without doubt, Mr. Keith's in- 
ſtructions are to the ſame effect: but I will anſwer you, that 
you can, if you pleaſe, do it better than Mr. Keith; and, in the 
next place, that, be all that as it will, it muſt be very advantageous 
to you at home, to ſhow that you have at leaſt a contriving head, 

and an alertneſs in buſineſs. | 
I had a letter, by the laſt poſt, from the Duke of Newcaſtle, in 
which he congratulates me, in his own name, and in Lord Hard- 
wicke's, upon the approbation which your diſpatches give, not 
only to them two, but to others. This ſucceſs, ſo early, ſhould 
encourage your diligence, and rouze your ambition, if you have 
any; you may go a great way, if * deſire it, having ſo much 
time before you. 

I ſend you here encloſed the copy of the Report of the three 
General Officers, appointed to examine previoully into the con- 

duct of General M- tz; it is ill written, and ill ſpelled ; but no 
matter; you will decypher it. Vou will obſerve, by the tenour of 
it, that it points ſtrongly to a Court- martial; which, no doubt, 
will ſoon be held upon him. I preſume there will be no ſhooting, 
in the final ſentence ; but I do ſuppoſe that there will be break- 
ing, Ec. ' 

I have had ſome ſevere returns of my old complaints, laſt week, 
and am ſtill unwell ; I cannot help it. 

A friend of yours arrived here three days ago ; ſhe ſeems to 
me to be a ſerviceable ſtrong· bodied bay mare, with black mane 
and tail; you eaſily gueſs who I mean. She is come with mamma, 
and without caro /poſo. 

Adieu! my head will not let me go on longer. 
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Bath, December the 31ſt, 1757. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | 


Have this moment received your letter: of the 18th, with the 
encloſed papers. I cannot help obſerving, that, ll then, you 
never acknowledged the receipt of any one of my letters. 

I can caſily conceive that party ſpirit, among your brother 
Miniſters at Hamburgh, runs as high as you repreſent it, becauſe 
I can caſily believe the errors of the human mind; but, at the 
ſame time, I muſt obſerve, that ſuch a ſpirit is the ſpirit of little 
minds, and fubaltern Miniſters, who think to atone by zeal, 
for their want of merit and importance, The political differences 
of the ſeveral Courts, ſhould never influence the perſonal behaviour 
of their ſeveral Miniſters towards one another. There is a certain 
proceds noble et galant, which ſhould always be obſerved among 
the Miniſters, of powers even at war with each other, which will 
always turn out to the advantage of the ableſt ; who will in thoſe 
converſations find, or make, opportunities of throwing out, or of 
receiving, uſeful hints. When I was laſt at the Hague, we were 
at war with both France and Spain; ſo that I could neither viſit, 
nor be viſited, by the Miniſters of thoſe two crowns : but we met 
every day, or dined at third places, where we embraced as per- 
ſonal friends, and trifled, at the ſame time, upon our being poli- 
tical enemies; and by this ſort of 4adinage, I diſcovered ſome 
things which I wanted to know. There is not a more prudent 
maxim, than to live with one's enemies as if they may one day 
become one's friends; as it commonly happens, ſooner or later, 
in the viciſſitudes of political affairs. 
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-To your queſtion, which is & rational and prudent one, Whe- 
ther I was authorized to give you the hints, concerning Ruſſia, by 
any people in power here P I will tell you that I was not: but, as 
I had preſſed them to try what might be done with Ruſſia, and got 
Mr. Keith to be diſpatched there ſome months ſooner than other- 
wiſe, I dare ſay, he would, with the proper inſtructions for that 
purpoſe, I wiſhed, that by the hints I gave you, you might have got 
the ſtart of him, and the merit, at leaſt, of having enzame that 
matter with Soltikow. What you have to do with him now, when 
you meet with him at any third place, or at his own houſe (where 
you are at liberty to go, while Ruſſia has a Miniſter in London, 
and we a Miniſter at Peterſburgh) is in my opinion, to ſay to 
him, in an eaſy chearful manner, He bien Monſieur je me flatte que 
nous ſerons bien- tot amis publics, auſſi bien qu amis perſonels. To 
which he will probably aſk, Why, or how ? You will reply, Becauſe 
you know that Mr. Keith is gone to his Court with inſtructions, 
which you think muſt neceſſarily be agreeable there. And throw 
out to him, that nothing but a change of their preſent ſyſtem 
can fave Livonia to Ruſſia ; for, that he cannot ſuppoſe, that, 
when the Swedes ſhall have etched Pomerania, they will long 
leave Ruſſia in quiet poſſeſſion of Livonia, If he is fo much a 
Frenchman as you ſay, he will make you ſome weak anſwers to 
this; but, as you will have the better of the argument on your 
ſide, you may remind him of the old and almoſt uninterrupted 
connection between France and Sweden, the inveterate enemy 
of Ruſſia. Many other arguments will naturally occur to 
you in ſuch a converſation, if you have it. In this caſe, 
there is a piece of miniſterial art, which is ſometimes of uſe; 
and that is, to ſow jealouſies among one's enemies, by a 
ſeeming preference ſhown to ſome one of them. Monſieur 


Hecht's r&verics are r&veries indeed. How ſhould his maſter have 
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made the golden arrangements, which he talks of, and which are to 
be forged into ſhackles for General Fermor ? The Pruſſian finan- 
ces are not in a condition now to make ſuch expenſive arrange- 
ments. But I think you may tell Monſieur Hecht, in confidence, 
that you hope, the inſtructions with which you know that Mr. 
Keith is gone to Peterſburgh, may have ſome effect * me 
meaſures of that Court. 

I would adviſe you to live with that ſame Monſieur Hecht, in all 
the confidence, familiarity, and connection, which prudence will 
allow. I mean it with regard to the King of Pruſſia himſelf, by 
whom I could wiſh you to be known and eſteemed as much as: 
poſſible. It may be of uſe to you ſome day or another. If man, cou- 
rage, conduct, conſtancy, can get the better of all the difficulties 
which the King of Pruſſia has to ſtruggle with, he will riſe ſupe- _ 
rior to them. But ſtill, while his alliance ſubſiſts againſt him, E 
dread. les gros Eſcadrons. His laſt victory, of the gth, was certainly 
the completeſt that has been heared of theſe many years. I hear- 
tily wiſh the Prince of Brunſwick juſt ſuch a one, over Monſieur 
de Richelicu's army; and that he may take my old acquaintance 
the Marechal, and ſend him over here to poliſh and perfume- 
us. 

I heartily wiſh you, in the plain home-ſpun ſtyle, a great num- 
ber of happy new years, well employed, in forming both your 
mind and your manners, to be uſeful and agreeable to yourſelf, 
your country, and your friends | That theſe wiſhes are fincere, 
your Secretary's brother will, by the time of your receiving 2 
have remitted you a proof, from Yours. 
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London, February the 8th, 1758. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | 
Received by the ſame poſt your two letters of the 13th and 
17th paſt ; and yeſterday that of the 27th, with the Ruſſian 
manifeſto encloſed ; in which her Imperial Majeſty of all the 
Ruſſias has been pleaſed to give every reaſon, except the true one, 
for the march of her troops againſt the King of Pruſſia, The 
true one, I take to be, that ſhe has juſt received a very great ſum 
of money from France, or the Empreſs Queen, or both, for that 
purpoſe. Point d argent point de Ruſſe is now become a maxim. 
Whatever may be the motive of their march, the effects muſt be 
bad; and, according to my ſpeculations, thoſe troops will replace 
the French, in Hanover and Lower Saxony ; and the French will 
go and join the Auſtrian army. You aſk me, If I ſtill deſpond ? 
Not ſo much as I did after the battle of Colen : the battles of 
Roſbach and Liſſa were drams to me, and gave me ſome momen- 
tary ſpirits; but though I do not abſolutely deſpair, I own I 
greatly diſtruſt. I readily allow the King of Pruſſia to be nec plu- 
ribus impar ; but ſtill, when the plures amount to a certain degree 
of plurality, courage and abilities muſt yield at laſt. Michel here 
aſſures me, that he does not mind the Ruſſians ; but as I have it 
from the gentleman's own mouth, I do not believe him. We 
ſhall very ſoon ſend a ſquadron to the Baltic, to entertain the 
Swedes ; which, I believe, will put an end to their operations in 
Pomerania; ſo that I have no great apprehenſions from that quar- 


ter; but Ruſſia, * in my ſtomach. 
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Bvery thing goes {moothly i in Parliament ; the Rug of Pruſſia 
bis united all our parties in his ſupport; and the Tories have 
declared, that they will give Mr. Pitt unlimited credit for this 
ſeſſion: there has not been one ſingle diyifion yet upon public 
points; and I believe will not. Our American expedition is pre- 
paring to go ſoon; the diſpoſition of that affair ſeems to me a 
little extraordinary. Abercrombie is to be the ſedentary, and not 
the acting Commander; Amherſt, Lord Howe, and Wolfe, are 
to be the acting, and I hope the active Officers. I wiſh they 
may agree. Amherſt, who is the oldeſt Officer, is under the 
influence of the ſame great perſon, who influenced Mordaunt, 
ſo much to the honour and advantage of this country. This is 
moſt-certain, that we have force enough in America to eat up the 
French alive in Canada, Quebec, and Loviſhourg, it we have 
but {kill and ſpirit enough to exert it properly; For of that I 
am modeſt enough to doubt. 

When you come to the egotiſm, which I have long defired ay 
to come to with me, you need make no excuſes for it. The 
egotiſm is as proper, and as ſatisfactory, to one's friends, as it is 
impertinent and miſplaced with ſtrangers. I deſire to ſee you in 
your every-day clothes, by your fire-ſide, in your pleaſures; in 
ſhort, in your private life; but I have not yet been able to obtain 
this. Whenever you condeſcend to do it, as you promiſe, ſtick to 
truth; for. I' am not t fo uninformed of Hamburgh, as perhaps 
you may think. 

As for myſelf, I am very ak and very weary of being ſo z 
and with little hopes, at my age, of ever being otherwiſe. I | 
often wiſh for the end of the wretched remnant of my life ; and 
that wiſh is a rational one; but then the innate principle of ſelf- 
_ preſervation, wiſely implanted in our natures, for obvious pur- 


poſes, oppoſes that wiſh ; and makes us endeavour to ſpin out 
Vol. II. | our 


** 


402 LORD CHESTERFIELD's LETTERS. 
our thread as long as we can, however decayed and rotten it may 
be; and in defiance of common-ſenſe, we ſeek on n for that chymic 
gold, which beggars us when old. 
Whatever your amuſements, or plealutes, may be at Hamburgh, 
I dare fay, you taſte them more ſenſibly than ever you did in 
your life, now that you have buſineſs enough to whet your 
appetite to them. Buſineſs, one half of the day, is the beſt pre- 
paration for the pleaſures of the other half. 1 hope, and believe, 
that it will be with you, as it was with an apothecary, whom ! 
knew, at Twickenham. A conſiderable eſtate fell to him by an 
unexpected accident; upon which he thought it decent to leave off 
his buſineſs ; accordingly, he generouſly gave up his ſhop and his 
ſock to his head man, ſet up his coach, and reſolved to live like 
a gentleman ;. but, in leſs than a month, the man, uſed to buſi- 
neſs, found, that living like a gentleman was dying of ennui; 
upon which he bought his ſhop and ſtock, reſumed his trade; and 
lived very happily, after he had ſomething to do. Adieu. 
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1 London, February the 24th, 1758. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | 
Received yeſterday your letter of the 2d inſtant, with the 

_ encloſed; which I return you, that there may be no chaſm 
in your papers. I had heard before of Burriſh's death, and had 
taken ſame ſteps thereupon ; but I very ſoon dropped that affair, 
for ninety-nine good reaſons ; the firſt of which was, that nobody 
is to go in his room, and that, had he lived, he was to have been 
recalled from Munich. But another reaſon, more flattering 
for you, was, that you could not be ſpared from Hamburgh. Upon 
3 the 
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the whole, Jam not e for i it, as the place where you are now 
is the great entrepit of buſineſs ; : and when it ceaſes to be lo, 
you will neceſſarily go to ſome of the Courts in the 99 1 
bourhood, (Berlin, I hope and believe) which will be a much 
more deſirable ſituation than to ruſt at Munich, where we can 
never have any buſineſs beyond a ſubſidy. Go on but, and exert 
yourſelf where you are, and better things will ſoon follow. 
Surely the inaction of our army at Hanover continues too long. 
We expected wonders from it ſome time ago, and yet nothing is 
attempted, The French will ſoon receive reinforcements, and 
then be too ſtrong for us; whereas they are now moſt certainly 
greatly weakened by deſertion, ſickneſs, and deaths. Does the 
King of Pruſſia ſend a body of men to our army or not? or has 
the march of the Ruſſians cut him out work for all his troops ? 
1 am afraid it has. If one body of Ruſſians Joins the Auſtrian 
army in Moravia, and another body the Swedes in Pomerania, he 
will have his hands very full, too full, I fear. The French ſay, 
they will have an army of 180,000 men in Germany this year ; 
the Empreſs Queen will have 150,000; if the Ruſhans have 
but 40,000, what can reſiſt ſuch a force? The King of Pruſſia 
may ſay, indeed, with more juſtice than ever any one perſon. 
could before him, Moi. Medea fupereſt. | 
| You promiſed me ſome egotiſm; but I have received none yet. 
Do you frequent the Landgrave ? Hantez vous les grands de la 
terre? What are the connections of the evening? All this, and 
a great deal more of this kind, let me know in your next. 
The Houſe of Commons is ſtill very unanimous : there was a 
little popular ſquib let off this week, in a motion of Sir John 
Glyn's, ſeconded by Sir John Philips, for annua] Parliaments, 
It was a very cold ſcent, and put an end to by a diviſion of 190 \ 
to 70, 8 
3 F 2 Good 
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Good night. Work hard, that you may divert - yourſelf 
well. | E „% ISS. IR 
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London, March the 4th, 1758. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, : 
SHOULD have been much more furprized at the contents 
of your letter of the 15th paſt, if I had not happened to 
have ſeen Sir C. W. about three or four hours before I received 
it. I thought he talked in an extraordinary manner; he engaged 
that the King of Pruſſia ſhould be maſter of Vienna in the month 
of May; and he told me, that you were very much in love with 
his daughter. Your letter explained all this to me; and next 
day, Lord and Lady E—— gave me innumerable inſtances of 
his frenzy, which I ſhall not trouble you. with. What inflamed 
it the more (if it did not intirely occaſion it) was a great quan- 
tity of cantharides, which, it ſeems, he had taken at Hamburgh, 
to recommend himſelf, I ſuppoſe, to Mademoiſelle John, He 
was let blood four times on board the ſhip, and has been let 
blood four times more ſince his arrival here; but ſtill the inflam- 
mation continues very high. He is now under the care of his 
brothers, who do not let him go abroad. They have written to 
this fame Mademoiſelle John, to prevent, if they can, her coming to 
England, and told her the caſe; which, when ſhe hears, ſhe muſt 
be as mad as he is, if ſhe takes the journey. By the way, ſhe 
muſt be ane Dame aventuriere, to receive a note for 10,900 
roubles, from a man whom ſhe had known but three days; to 
take a contract of marriage, knowing he was. married already; 
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And to engage herſelf to follow him to England. I ſuppoſe this 
zs not the firſt adventure of the ſort which ſhe has had. | 


After the news we received yeſterday, that the French had 
evacuated Hanover, all but Hamel, we daily expect much better. 
We purſue them, we cut them off en derail, and at laſt we deſtroy 


their whole army. I wiſh it may happen, and, moreover, I think. 
it not impoſſible. 


My head is much out of order, and only allows me to wiſh you: 
good night. 
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5 London, March the zad, 1758. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | "1,58 


Have now your letter. of. the 8th lying before me, with the- 
favourable account of our progreſs in Lower Saxony, and- 
reaſonable proſpe& of more deciſive ſucceſs. I confeſs I did not 
expect this, when my friend Munchauſen took his leave of me, 
to go to Stade, and break the neutrality; I thought tt at leaſt a 
dangerous, but rather a deſperate undertaking; whereas, hitherto, 
it has proved a very fortunate one. I look upon the French army 
as fondue; and, what with deſertion, deaths, and epidemical diſ- 
tempers, I dare ſay; not a third of it will: ever return to France. 
The great object is now, what the Ruſſians can or will do; and 
whether the King of Pruſſia can hinder their junction with the 
Auſtrians, by beating either, before they join: I will truſt him 
for doing all that can be done. 
Sir. C. W. is ſtill in confinement, and, I fear, will always be. 
ſo, for he ſeems cum ratione inſanire ; the phyſicians have .cal- 
lected all he. has ſaid and done, that indicated an alienatiqn- 
| of. 
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of mind, and have laid it before him in writing; he has anſwered 
it in writing too, and- juſtifies himſelf by the moſt plauſible 
arguments that can poſſibly be urged. He tells his brother, and 
the few who are allowed to fee him, that they are ſuch narrow 
and contracted minds themſelves, that they take thoſe for mad, 
who have a great and generous way of thinking; as for in- 
ſtance, when he determined to ſend his daughter over to you, 
in a fortnight, to be married, without any previous agreement or 
ſettlements, it was becauſe he had long known you, and loved 
you, as a man of ſenſe and honour; and therefore would not 
treat with you as with an attorney. That as for Mademoiſelle 
John, he knew ber merit and her circumſtances ; and aſks, whe- 
ther it is a ſign of madneſs, to have a due regard for the one, and 
a juſt compaſſion for the other. I will not tire you with enu- 
merating any more inſtances of the poor man's frenzy ; but con- 
clude this ſubje&t with pitying him, and poor human nature, 
which holds its reaſon by ſo precarious a tenure. The lady, who 
you tell me is ſet out, en ſera pour la peine et les fraix du voyage, 
for her note is worth no more than her contract, By the way, 
ſhe muſt be a kind of aventuriere, to engage ſo eaſily in ſuch an 
adventure, with a man whom ſhe had not known above a week, 
and whoſe debut of 10,000 roubles ſhowed him not to be in his 
right ſenſes. | | 

You will probably have ſeen General Yorke, by this time, in 
his way to Berlin or Breflau, or wherever the King of Pruſſia 
may be. As he keeps his commiſſion to the States General, I pre- 
ſume he is not to ſtay long with his Pruſſian Majeſty; but, how- 
ever, while he is there, take care to write to him very conſtant- 
1y, and to give all the informations you can. His father, Lord 
Hardwicke, is your great puff ; he commends your office letters 
exceedingly. I would have the Berlin commiſſion your object, in 


good 


good time: never loſe view of it. Do mY you can to recommend 
yourſelf to the King of Pruſſia, on your ſide of the water, and to 
ſmooth your way for that commiſſion on this; by the turn which 
things have taken of late, it muſt always be the moſt Pet 
of all foreign com miſſions from hence. 


I have no news to ſend you, as things here are extremely quiet ; „ 


ſo good night. 


SY 


L E T T E R (cx. 


London, April the 25th, 1758. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Am now two letters in your debt, which I think is the firſt 
I time that ever I was ſo, in the long courſe of our correſpon- 
dence. But, beſides that my head has been very much out of or 
der of late, writing is by no means that eaſy thing that it was to 
me formerly. I find by experience, that the mind and the body 
are more than married, for they are moſt intimately united; and 
when the one ſuffers, the other ſympathiſes, aon ſum qualis eram. 
Neither my memory nor my invention are now, what they for- 
merly were, It is in a great meaſure my own fault: I cannot 
accuſe nature, for I abuſed her; and it is reaſonable I ſhould 
ſuffer for it. | 

I do not like the return of the oppreſſion upon your lungs; 
but* the rigor of the cold may probably have brought it upon 
you, and your lungs not in fault. Take care to live very cool, 
and let your diet be rather low. 3k 

We have had a ſecond winter here, more ſevere than the firſt, 
at leaſt it ſeemed ſo, from a premature ſummer that we had, for a 


fortnight, 
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fortnight i in March ; which brought every thing forwards, only to 
be deftroyed, 1 hive: experienced it at Blackheath j where 
promiſe of fruit was a moſt flattering one, and all nipped in the 
bud by froft and ſnow, in wal I ſhall not have a ſingle peach 
or apricot. 

T have nothing to tell you from hence, concerning public affairs, 
but what you read as well in the news-papers. This only is extra- 
ordinary: that laſt week, in the Houſe of Commons, above ten 
millions were granted, and the whole Hanover army taken into 
Britiſh pay, with but one ſingle negative, which was Mr. Viner's, 

Mr. Pitt gains ground in the 2 and yet does not loſe it in 
the public. That is new. 

Monſieur Kniphauſen has dined with me; ; he is one of the 
prettieſt fellows I have ſeen ; he has, with a great deal of life and 
fire, les manieres d'un honn#te homme, et le ton de la parfaitement 

bonne compagnie. You like him yourſelt ; -try to be like him: it 
is in your power. | 
I hear that Mr, Mitchel is to be recalled,  notwichllnndivg the 
King of Pruſſia's inſtances to oy him. But why, is a t that 
I cannot penetrate, 
You will not fail to offer the Landgrave, and the Prin ceſs of 
Heſſe (who I find are going home) to be el agent and commiſ- 
ſioner at Hamburgh. : 
1 cannot comprehend the preſent ſtate of Ruſſia, a nor the mo- 
tions of their armies. They change their Generals once -a week ; 
ſometimes they march with rapidity, and now they lie quiet be- 
hind the Viſtula. We have a thouſand ſtories here of the interi- 
or of that government, none of which I believe. Some ſay, that 
the Great Duke will be ſet aſide. Woronzoff is faid to be intire- 
y a Frenchman, and that Monſieur de I'Hdpital governs both 
him and the Court. Sir C. W. is faid, by his indiſcretions, to 
| 2 have 
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have cauſed the diſgrace of Beſtuchef, which ſeems not impoſſible. 
In ſhort, every thing of every kind is ſaid, becauſe, I believe, very 
little is truly known. A propos of Sir C. W.; he is out of confine- 
ment, and gone to his houſe in the country for the whole ſummer. 
They ſay he is now very cool and well. I have ſeen his Circe, at 
her window in Pall-mall; ſhe is painted, powdered, curled, 

and patched, and looks / aventure. She has been offered, by Sir 
C. W—'s friends, 500 |. in full of all demands, but will not ac- 
cept of it. La comteſſe veut plaider, and I- fancy faire autre 
choſe fi elle peut. Jubeo te bene valere. | 


L E FNR @K 


| | | Blackheath, May the 18th, 7 58. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


HAVE your letter of the qth now before me, and condole 
with you upon the preſent ſolitude and inaction of Hamburgh. 
You are now ſhrunk from the dignity and importance of a con- 
ſummate Miniſter, to be but, as it were, a common man. But 
this has, at one time or another, been the caſe of moſt great men; ; 
who have not always had equal opportunities of exerting their 
talents. The greateſt muſt ſubmit to the capriciouſneſs of for- 
tune; though they can, better than others, improve the favour- 
able moments. For inſtance, who could have thought, two 
years ago, that you would have been the Atlas of the Northern 
Pole ? but the good Genius of the North ordered it ſo ; and now 
that you have ſet that part of the globe right, you return to 0172 
cum dignitate. But, to be ſerious ; now that you cannot have 
much office buſineſs to do, I could tell you what to do, that 
would employ you, I ſhould think, both uſefully and apreeably. 
Vor. II. 4 8 I mean 
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I mean, that you ſhould write ſhort memoirs of that - buſy ſeene, 
in which you have been enough concerned, fince your arrival at 
Hamburgh, to be able to put together authentic facts and anec- 
dotes. I do not know whether you will give yourſelf the trouble 
to do it or not; but I do know, that, if you will, olim bec memi. 
niſſe juvabit. I would have them ſhort, but correct as to facts 
and dates, | | 

I have told Alt, in the ſtrongeſt manner, your lamentations for 
the loſs of the Houſe of Caſſel, et il en fera rapport d fon Sere- 
niſſime Maitre. When you are quite idle, (as probably you may 
be, ſome time this ſummer) why fhould you not aſk leave to make 
a tour to Caſſel for a week; which would certainly be granted 
you from hence, and which would be looked upon as a bon 
procede, at Caſſel. 

The King of Pruſſia is probably, by this time, at the gates of 
Vienna, making the Queen of Hungary really do, what Monſieur 
de Belliſle only threatened ; fign a peace upon the ramparts of 
her capital. If ſhe is obſtinate, and will not, ſhe muſt fly either 
to Preſburgh or to Inſpruck, and Vienna muſt fall. But I think 
he will offer her reaſonable conditions enough for herſelf; and 
I ſuppoſe, that, in that caſe, Caunitz will be reaſonable enough to 
adviſe her to accept of them. What turn would the war take then? 
Would the French and Ruſſians carry it on without her? The 
_ King of Pruflia, and the Prince of Brunſwick, would ſoon ſweep 
them out of Germany. By this time too, I believe, the French 
are entertained, in America, with the loſs of Cape Breton ; and, 
in conſequence of that, Quebec ; for we have a force there equal 
to both thoſe undertakings, and-Officers there, now, that will 
execute, what Lord L- never would ſo much as attempt. 
His appointments were too conſiderable to let him do any thing, 
that might poſſibly put an end to the war. Lord Howe, upon 
ſeeing 
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ſeeing plainly that he was reſolved to do nothing, had aſked leave 


to return, as well as Lord Charles Hay, 

We have a great expedition preparing, and which will ſoon be 
ready to fail from the Iſle of Wight; fifteen thouſand good 
troops, eighty battering cannons, beſides mortars, and every other 
thing in abundance, fit for either battle or fiege. Lord Anſon 
defired, and is appointed, to command the fleet employed upon 
this expedition; a proof that it is not a trifling one. Conjec- 
tures, concerning its deſtination, are infinite; and the moſt i ig- 
norant are, as uſual, the boldeſt conjecturers. If I form any 
conjectures, I keep them to myſelf, not to be diſproved by the 
event; but, in truth, I form none: I might have known, but 
would not. | 

Every thing ſeems to tend to a peace next winter : our ſucceſs 
in America, which is hardly doubtful, and the King of Pruſſia's 
in Germany, which is as little ſo, will make France (already fick 
of the expence of the war) very tractable for a peace. I heartily 
wiſh it; for, though people's heads are half turned with the King 
of Pruſſia's ſucceſs, and will be quite turned, if we have any in 
America, or at ſea : a moderate peace will ſuit us better than 
this immoderate war of twelve millions a year. 

Domeſtic affairs go juſt as they did; the Duke of Newcaſtle 
and Mr. Pitt jog on like man and wife; that is, ſeldom agreeings 
often quarrelling ; but by mutual intereſt, upon the whole, not 
parting. The latter, I am told, gains ground in the cloſet; 
though he till keeps his ſtrength in the Houſe, and his-popula- 
rity in the public: or, perhaps, becauſe of that. 

Do you hold your reſolution of viſiting your dominions of 
Bremen and Lubeck this ſummer? If you do, pray take the 
trouble of informing yourſelf correctly of the ſeveral conſtitutions 
and cuſtoms of thoſe places, and of the preſent ſtate of the fœderal 
3G 2 | union 
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union of the Hanſeatic towns: it will do you no harm, nor coſt 


you much trouble; and it Ig: _ much clear gain on the: kde of 
uſeful knowledge. ff 

I am now ſettled at Blackkearh for "Y ſe" dis * 
ſeaſonable froſt and ſnow, and hot and parching eaſt winds, have 
deſtroyed all my fruit, and almoſt my fruit-trees. I vegetate 
myſelf little better than they do ; I crawl about on foot, and on, 
horſeback ; read a great deal, and write a little: and am very 
much yours. 


e 


Blackheath, Bay the zoth 1758. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Have no letter from you to anſwer, ſo this goes to you unpro- 
vaked. But a propos of letters; you have had great honor 
done you, in a letter from a fair and Royal hand, no leſs than that 
of her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs of Caſſel; ſhe has written 
your panegyric to her ſiſter, Princeſs Amelia, who ſent me a com- 
pliment upon it. This has likewiſe done you no harm with the 
King, who ſaid gracious things upon that occaſion. I ſuppoſe you 
had, for her Royal Highneſs, thoſe attentions, which I wiſh to God 
you would have, in due propottions, for every body. You ſee, by 
this inſtance, the effects of them; they are always repaid with 
Intereſt, I am more confirmed by this in thinking, that, if you 

can conveniently, you ſhould aſk leave to go for a week to Caſſel, 
to return your thanks for all favors received. mY | 
I cannot expound to myſelf the conduct wy the 7 
There muſt be a trick in their not marching with more expedition. 
5 They 
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They have eitker had a ſoß from theKing of Pruſſia; or they want an 
animating dram from France and Auſtria,” The King of Pruſſia's 
conduct always explains itſelf by the events; and, within a very 
few days, we muſt certainly Hear of ſome very great ſtroke from 
that quarter. I think I never, in my life, remember a period af | 
time ſo big with great events as the preſent. Within two months, 
the fate of the Houſe of Auſtria will probably be decided: with- 
in the ſame ſpace of time, we. ſhall certainly hear of the taking 
of Cape Breton, and of our army's proceeding to Quebec: 
within a few days, we ſhall know the good or ill ſucceſs of 
our great expedition; for it is failed : and it cannot be long before 
we ſhall: hear ſomething of the Prince of Brunſwick's operations; 
from whom I. alſo expect good things. If all theſe things turn 
out,” as there is good reaſon to believe they will, we may once, 
in our turn, dictate a reaſonable peace to France, who now pays- 
ſeventy per cent. inſurance. upon its trade, and ſeven per cent. 
for all the money raiſed for the ſervice of the year. 

Comte Bothmar has got the ſmall-pox, and of a bad kind. Is 
Kniphauſen diverts himſelf much here; he ſees all places and all 
people, and is ubiquity itſelf... Mitchel, who was much threas 
tened, ſtays at laſt at Berlin, at the earneſt requeſt of the King; 
of Pruſſia. Lady. * * * is ſafely delivered of a ſon, to the great 
joy of that noble family. The expreſſion, of a woman's having " 
brought her huſband a ſon; ſeems to be a F yn .cautious-" 
one; for it is never ſaid, from whence.. HTS: - 

I was, going to aſk you how you paſſed your 2 now ati 

Hamburgh, ſince it is no longer the ſeat of ſtrangers and of buſi- 

neſs; but I will not; becauſe I know it is to no ne Wu. 
bake fone not to tell me. | 

Sir William Stanhope told me, that you bend to end him: 
ſome old Hock from ne and. ſo you did — not. If you meet: 
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with any ſuperlatively good, and not elſe, pray ſend over a fou- 
dre of it, and write to him. I ſhall have a ſhare in it. But 
unleſs you find fome, either at Hamburgh or at Bremen, uncom- 
monly and almoſt miraculouſly * do not * * Dixi. 


Yours. 


L * T TE * "CIT. 


Blackheath, June the 13th 1758, 
| MY DEAR FRIEND, 


H E ſecret is out; St. Malo is the devoted place. Our troops 

began to land at the Bay of Cancale the 5th, without any 
. We have no farther accounts yet, but expect ſome every 
moment. By the plan of it, which I have ſeen, it is by no means 
a weak place; and I fear there will be many hats to be diſpoſed 
of, before it is taken. There are in the port above thirty priva- 
teers; about ſixteen of their own, and about as many taken from us. 
Now for Africa, where we have had great ſucceſs. The 


French have been driven out of all their forts and ſettlements 


upon the gum coaſt, and upon the river Senegal. They had 
been many years in poſſeſſion of them, and by them annoyed our 
African trade exceedingly ; which, by the way, route proportion 
gardee, is the moſt lucrative trade we have. The preſent booty is 
likewiſe very conſiderable, in gold duſt, and gum ſeneca; which 
is a very valuable, by being a very neceſſary 1 for all 
our ſtained and printed linens. 

Now for America. The leaſt ſanguine people here expect, the 
latter end of this month or the beginning of the next, to have the 
account of the taking of Cape u and of all the torts * 
hard names in North America. 
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Captain Clive fa long ſince ſettled Afia to our ſatisfaction; ſo 


os three parts of the world look very favourable for us. Eu- 


rope, I ſubmit to the care of the King of Pruſſia, and Prince Fer- 
dinand of Brunſwick ; and I think they will give a good account 
of it. France is out of luck, and out of courage; and will, I 
hope, be enough out of ſpirits to ſubmit to a reaſonable peace. By 
reaſonable, I mean what all people call reaſonalile in their own 
caſe ; an advantageous one for us. 


I have ſet all right with Munchauſen ; hs would not own 
that he was at all offended, and faid, as you do, that his 


daughter did not ſtay long enough, nor appear enough at Ham- 
burgh, for you poſſibly to know that ſhe was there. But people 


are always aſhamed to own the little weakneſſes of ſelf- love, which, 


however, all people feel more or leſs. The excuſe, I ſaw, pleaſed. 
I will ſend you your quadrille-tables by the firſt opportunity, 
conſigned to the care of Mr. Mathias here. Felices, fauſtægue 
nt. May you win upon them, when you play with men; and 
when you play with women, either win, or know why you loſe. 


Miſs — marries Mr.—, next week. ho proffers Love, proffers 


Death, ſays Waller to a dwarf: in my opinion, the concluſion 
muſt inſtantly choak the little Lady. Admiral * marries Lady ***; 


there the danger, if danger is, will be on the other fide, The 


Lady has wanted a man ſo long, that ſhe now dee for half 
a one. Half a loaf | 

I have been worſe ſince my laſt letter; but am now, 1 chink, 
recovering; tant va la erdche d a Leau; and I have been there 
"oy often; 

Good at I am da and cl yours, 


| * 
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| 0. Blackheath, June the 27th, 1758. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

O U either have received already, or will very ſoon receive, 
a little caſe from Amſterdam, directed to you at Ham- 
burgh. It is for Princeſs Amelia, the King of Pruſſia's ſiſter, 
and contains ſome books, which ſhe deſired Sir Charles Hotham 
to procure her from England, ſo long ago as when he was at 
Berlin; he ſent for them immediately; but, by I do not know 
what puzzle, they were recommended to the care of Mr. Selwyn, 
at Paris, who took ſuch care of them, that he kept them near 
three years in his warehouſe, and has at laſt ſent them to Amſter- 
dam, from whence they are ſent to you. If the books are good 
for any thing, they muſt be conſiderably improved, by having 
ſeen ſo much of the world; but, as I believe they are Yngliſh 
books, perhaps they may, like Engliſh travellers, have ſeen no- 
body, but the ſeveral bankers to whom they were conſigned; 
be that as it will, I think you had beſt deliver them to Monſieur 
Hecht, the Pruſſian Miniſter at Hamburgh, to forward to her 
Royal Highneſs, with a reſpectful compliment from you, which 
you will, no doubt, turn in the beſt manner; and, ſelon le bon 
ton de la ee: bonne compagnie. 

| You have already ſeen, in the papers, all the particulars of our 
St. Malo's expedition, fo I ſay no more of that; only that Mr. 
Pitt's friends exult in_the deſtruction of three 8 ſhips of 
war, and one hundred and thirty privateers and trading ſhips; 
and affirm, that it ſtopped the march of threeſcore thouſand men, 
who were going to join the Comte de Clermont s army. On 
8 | the 
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the other hand, Mr. Fox and Company call it amd windows 
with guineas; and apply the fable of the Mountain and the Mouſe. 
The next object of our fleet was to be the bombarding of Gran- 
ville, which is the great entrepòt of their Newfoundland fiſhery, and 
will be a conſiderable loſs to them in that branch of their trade. 
Theſe, you will perhaps ſay, are no great matters, and I ſay ſo 
too; but, at leaſt, they are ſigns of life, which we had not given 
for many years before; and will ſhow the French, by our in- 
vading them, that we do not fear their invading us. Were thoſe 
invaſions, in fiſhing boats from Dunkirk, ſo terrible as they were 
artfully repreſented to be, the French would have had an oppor- 
tunity of executing them, while our fleet, and ſuch a conſider- 
able part of our army, were employed upon their coaſt. But my 
Lord Ligonier does not want an army at home. 

The Parliament is prorogued by a molt gracious ſpeech, neither 
by nor from his Majeſty, who was zoo ill to go to the houſe ; 
the Lords and Gentlemen are, conſequently, moſt of them, gone 
to their ſeveral Counties, to do (to be ſure) all the good that is 
recommended to them in the ſpeech. London, I am told; is 
now very empty, for I cannot ſay ſo from knowledge. I vege- 
tate wholly here. I walk and read a great deal, ride and ſcribble 
a little, according as my head allows, or my ſpirits prompt ; to 
write any thing tolerable, the mind muſt be in a natural, proper 
diſpoſition 3 provocatives, in that caſe, as well as in another, will 
only produce miſerable, abortive performances. N 

Now that you have (as I ſuppoſe) full leiſure enough, I wiſh 
you would give yourſelf the trouble, or rather the pleaſure, to do 
what I hinted to you -ſome time ago ; that is, to write ſhort me- 
moirs of thoſe affairs which have either gone through your hands, 
or that have come to your certain knowledge, from the inglorious 
battle of Haſtenbeck, to the ſtill more ſcandalous Treaty of Neu- 

Vor. II. 1 H trality. 
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trality. Connect, at leaſt, if it be by ever ſo ſhort notes, the 
_ pieces and letters which you muſt neceffarily have in your hands, 
and throw in the authentic anecdotes that you have probably 


heard.” You will be glad when you have done it now, and the 
reviving paſt ideas, in ſome order and method, will bean infinite 
comfort to you hereafter. I have a thouſand times regretted not 


having done ſo; it is at preſent, too late for me to begin, this 


is the right time for you, and your life is likely to be a buſy 
one, Would young men avail themfelves of the advice and ex- 
perience of their old friends, they would find the utility in their 
youth, and the comfort of it in their more advanced age ; but 
they ſeldom conſider that, and you, leſs than any body I ever 
knew. May you ſoon grow wiſer | Adieu, 


L E TT E R xv. 
| Blackheath, June the zoth, 1758. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, k 


HIS letter follows my laſt very cloſe ; but I received yours 
of the 15th in the ſhort interval. You did very well 


not te buy any Rheniſh, at the exorbitant price you mention, 
without farther directions; for both my brother and I think the 


money better than the wine, be the wine ever fo good. We will 
content ourſelves with our ſtock in hand of humble Rheniſh, of 
about three ſhillings a bottle. However, pour la rarete du fait, 
I will lay out twelve ducats, for twelve bottles of the wine of 
1665, by way of an eventual cordial, if you can obtain a {enatus 
conſultum tor it. I am in no hurry for it, ſo ſend it me only when 
you can conveniently ; well packed up sentend. 

IO You 


at — 
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Lou wil, I fate * have leave to go to Caſſel; ane if vou do 


go, you will perhaps think it reaſonable, that I, who was the 
adviſer of the journey, ſhould pay the expence of it. I think ſo 
too, and therefore, if you go, I will remit the 100 l. which 
you have calculated it at. You will find the Houſe of Caſſel the 
bouſe of gladneſs; for Hanau is preps or ok be 98s de- 
livered of its French gueſts, _ 

The Prince of Brunſwick's victory i is, by all * Kilful, thought 
a chef d æuvre, worthy of Turenne, Conde, or the moſt illuſtrious 
human butchers. -: The French behaved better than at Roſbach, 


eſpecially the Carabiniers Royaux, who could not be entames. I 
wiſh the fiege of Olmutz well over, and a victory after it; and 


that, with good news from America, which, I think, there is 


no reaſon to doubt of, muſt procure us a good peace at the end 
ol the year. The Prince of Pruſſia's death is no public misfor- 


tune; there was a jealouſy and alienation between the King and 


him, which could never have been made up between the poſſeſſor 
of the crown and the next heir to it. He will make ſomething 
of his nephew, i eft du bois dont on en fait. He is young 
enough to forgive, and to be forgiven, the poſſeſſion and chen ex- 
pectative, at leaſt for ſome years. 

Adieu! I am «well, but affectionately yours, 


— 
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= Blackheath, July the 18th, 175 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


ESTERDAY I received your letter of the 4th; and my laſt 
will have informed you that I had received your former, 
concerning the Rheniſh, about which 1 gave you inſtructions. 


3H 2 TY WE - 


— 
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TE bun Me ellarium e omni tempore ſanum, as the chapter of 
Treves aſſerts, what muſt this vinum Rhenanum be, from its ſu- 
perior ſtrength and age? It muſt be the univerſal panacea. 
Captain Howe is to fail forthwith ſomewhere or another, with 
about 8000 land forces on board him ; and what is much more 
Edward the White Prince. It is yet a ſecret where they are 
going; but 1 think it is no ſecret, that what 16,000 men and a 
great fleet could not do, will not be done by 8000 men, and a 
much ſmaller fleet. About 8500 horſe, foot, and dragoons, are 
embarking, as faſt as they can, for Embden, to reinforce Prince 
Ferdinand's army; late, and few, to be ſure, but ſtill better than 
never, and none. The operations in Moravia go on ſlowly, and 
Olmutz ſeems to be a tough piece of work: I own I begin to 
be in pain for the King of Pruſſia ; for the Ruſſians now march 
in earneſt, and Marechal Daun's army is certainly ſuperior in 
number to his. God ſend him a good delivery | 
You have a Daniſh army now in your neighbourhood, and 
they fay a very fine one; I preſume you will go to ſee it, and, if 
you do, I would adviſe you to go when the Daniſh Monarch 
comes to review it himſelf ; pour prendre Langue de ce Seigneur. 
The Rulers of the earth are all worth knowing; they ſuggeſt 
moral reflections: and the reſpe& that one naturally has for God's 
Vicegerents here on earth, is greatly increaſed by acquaintance 
with them, 
Your card-tables are gone, and they encloſe ſome ſuits of clothes, 
and ſome of theſe clothes encloſe a letter. 
Your friend Lady * * is gone into the country with her Lord, 
to negotiate, cooly and at leiſure, their intended ſeparation. My 
Lady inſiſts upon my Lord's diſmiſſing the * *, as ruinous to his 
fortune; my Lord inſiſts, in his turn, upon my Lady's diſmiſſing 
Lord“ *; my Lady replies, that that is unreaſonable, ſince 
: | Lord 
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Lord“ creates no expence to the family, but e the con- 
trary. My Lord confeſſes, that there is ſome weight in this argu- 
ment; but then pleads ſentiment: my Lady ſays, a fiddleſtick 
for ſentiment, after having been married ſo long. How this 
matter will end, is in the womb of time, nam fuit ante 
Helenam. 

You did very well to write >congratulatory letter to Prinee 
Ferdinand ; ſuch attentions are always right, and always repaid in 
ſome way or other. 

I am glad you have connected your negotiations mi anecdotes; ; 
and I hope, not with your uſual laconiſm. Adieu! Yours. 


L E T TER UNNI. 


Blackheath, Auguſt the 1ſt, 1758, 
Mx DEAR FRIEND, 


Think the Court of Caſſel is more likely to make you a ſecond 
viſit at Hamburgh, than you are to return theirs at Caſſel; 
and therefore, till that matter is clearer, I ſhall not mention it to 
Lord Holderneſſe. 

By the King of Pruſſia's diſappointment in Moravia, by the 
approach of the Ruſſians, and the intended march of Monſieur 
de Soubize to Hanover, the waters ſeem to me to be as much 
troubled as ever. Je vois tres noir actuellement; I ſee ſwarms of 
Auſtrians, French, Imperialiſts, Swedes, and Ruſſians, in all near 
four hundred thouſand men, furrounding the King of Pruſſia and 
Prince Ferdinand, who have about a third of that number. Hi- 
therto, they have only buzzed, but now I fear they will ſting. 

The immediate danger of this country is being drowned ; for it 
has not ceaſed raining theſe three months, and withal is extreme- 
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LETTERS 
ly cold. This neither agrees with me in itſelf, nor in its n 
ces; for it hinders me from taking my neceſſary exerciſe, and makes 
me very «1well, As my head is always the part offending, and is ſo 
at preſent, I will not do, like ny n, write without a Chad; | 
ſo adieu. : | 
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E 2 Blackheath, Auguſt the 29th, 1758. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
OUR Secretary's laſt letter brought me the good news, that 
the fever had left you, and I will believe that it has ; but 
a poſtſcript to it, of only two lines, under your own hand, r 
have convinced me more effectually of your recovery. An inter- 
mitting fever, in the intervals of the paroxyſms, would ſurely have 
allowed you to have written a very few lines with your own hand, to 
tell me how you were; and till I receive a letter (as ſhort as you 
pleaſe) from you yourſel, I ſhall doubt of the exact truth of any 
other accounts, 

1 ſend you no news, becauſe I have none; Cape "Oe 
Cherbourg, &c. are now old ſtories; we expect a new one ſoon 
from Commodore Howe, but from whence we know not. From 
Germany we hope for good news ; I confeſs I do not, I only wiſh 
it. The King of Pruſſia is marched to fight the Ruſſians, and 1 
believe will beat them, if they ſtand ; but what then ? What ſhall 
he do next, with the three bred and fourſcore thouſand men, 
now actually at work upon him ? He will do all that man can do, 
but at laſt i i fant ſuccomber. 


Remember 
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8 to think yourſelf leſs well than you are, in rs to 


be quite ſo: be very regular, rather longer than you need; and 
then there will be no e of a — God bieſs you. 


* 


L E T TER — ing 


Blackheath, September the 5th, 1758, 
MY DEAR F RIEND, | | 


Received, with great pleaſure, your letter of the 2 2d Auguſt ; 
for, by not having a line from you in your Secretary's two let- 
ters, I ſuſpected that you were worſe than he cared to tell me; and 
ſo far I was in the right, that your fever was more malignant than 
intermitting ones generally are; which ſeldom confine people to 
their bed, or at moſt only the days of the paroxyſms. Now that, 
thank God, you are well again, though weak, do not be in too 
much haſte to be better and ſtronger : leave that to nature, which, 
at your age, will reſtore both your health and ſtrength as ſoon as 
ſhe ſhould: Live cool for a' time, and rather low, inſtead of 
taking what they call heartening things. 

Your manner of making preſents is noble, et ſent la grandeur 
d ame d'un preux Chevalier. You depreciate their value, to pre- 
vent any returns; for it is impoſſible that a wine which has counted 
ſo many oladicks, that can only be delivered by a /enatus con- 
ſultum, and is the panacea of the N orth, ſhould be ſold for 
a ducat a bottle. The Jiphium of the Romans, which was 
ſtored up in the public magazines, and only diſtributed by 
order of the magiſtrate, I dare ſay, coſt more; ſo that, I am 
convinced, your - preſent is much more raluable than you would 
make it, 


- Here 
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Here I am interrupted, by receiving your letter of the 2 n 
paſt. I am glad that you are able' to undertake your Journey to 
Bremen; the motion, the air, the new ſcene, the every thing, 
will do you good, provided you manage yourſelf. diſcreetly, 

Your bill for fifty pounds ſhall certainly be accepted and paid ; 
but, as in conſcience I think fifty pounds is too little, for ſeeing a 
live Landgrave, and eſpecially at Bremen, which this whole nation 
knows to be a very dear place, I ſhal}, with your leave, add fifty 
more to it. By the way, when you ſee the Princeſs Royal of 
Caſſel, be ſure to tell her how ſenſible you are of the favourable 
and too partial teſtimony, which you know ſhe wrote of you to 
Princeſs Amelia. 

The King of Pruſſia has had the victory, which you, in ſome 
meaſure, foretold ; and as he has taken Ja Caiſſe Militaire, I pre- 
ſume Meſſieurs les Ruſſes ſont hors de combat pour cette campagne; 
for point d argent, Point de Suiſſe, is not truer of the laudable 
Helvetic body, than point d argent, point de Ruſſe, is of the ſa- 
vages of the Two Ruſſias, not even excepting the Autocratrice of 
them both. Serbelloni, I believe, ſtands next in his Pruſſian 
Majeſty's liſt to be beaten; that is, if he will ſtand; as the 


Prince de Soubize does in Prince Ferdinand's, upon the ſame 


condition. If both theſe things happen, which is by no means 


improbable, we may hope for a tolerable peace this winter; for, 
au bout du compte, the King of Pruſſia cannot hold out another 
year; and therefore he ſhould make the belt of theſe favourable 
events, by way of negotiation. 3 

I think I have written a great deal, with an aQtual giddineſs of 
head upon me. So adieu. 


I am glad you have received my letter of the Ides of July. 


LETTER 
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FA 18 ered open | - Blackheath, n 8th, 1758. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
H Is letter ſhall be ſhort, being only an explanatory note 
upon my laſt; for I am not learned enough, nor yet dull 
enough, to make my commetit much longer than my text. I. 
told you then, in my former letter, that, with your leave, (which 
; I will ſuppoſe granted) I would add fifty pounds to your draught 


hs 


for that ſum 3 now leaft you ſhould miſunderſtand this, and 


wait for the renfcrance of that additional fifty from hence, know 
then my meaning was, that you ſhould likewiſe draw upon me 


for it when you pleaſe ; 2 1 preſume, will be more con- 


venient to you. 

Let the pedants, whoſe buſineſs it is to believe lies, or the 
poets, whoſe trade it is to invent them, match the King of Pruſ- 
fra with a hero, in ancient or modern ſtory, if they can. He 
diſgraces hiſtory, and makes one give ſome credit to romances. 
Calprenede's Fuba does not now ſeem ſo abſurd as formerly. 

I have been extremely ill this whole ſummer; but am now 
ſomething better: however, I perceive, ue Leſprit et le corps 
baiſſent ; the former is the laſt thing that any body will tell me, 
or own when J tell it them; but I know it is true, Adieu. 
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portance, ſuch as Breſt, Rochefort, or Toulon. 


— 
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Blackheath, September the 22d, TY $6. 
"MY DEAR FRIEND, 


; Have received no letter from you, fince you left Hamburgh ; I 
preſume that you are perfect recovered, but it might not have 
— * improper to have told me ſo. I am very far from being re- 
covered; on the contrary, I am worſe and worſe, weaker and 
weaker every day; for which reaſon I ſhall leave this place next 
Monday, and ſet out for Bath a few days afterwards. I ſhould 
nat take all this trouble merely. to prolong the fag-end. of a life, 
from which I can expect no pleaſure, and others no utility; but 
the cure, or at leaſt the mitigation, of thoſe phyſical ills which 
make that life a load, while it does > laſt is worth any trouble and 
attention. 

We are come off but beth "Ry our ſecond attempt upon dt. 
Malo; ; it is our laſt for this ſeaſon; and, in my mind, ſhould be our 
laſt for ever, unleſs we were to ſend ſo great a ſea and land force, 
as to give us a moral certainty of taking ſome, place of great im- 


Monſieur Münchauſen embarked yeſterday, as he ſaid, for 
Prince Ferdinand's army; but as it is not generally thought that 
his military {kill can be of any great uſe to that Prince, people con- 
jecture, that his buſineſs muſt be of a very different nature, and 
ſuſpect ſeparate negotiations, neutralities, and what not. Knip- 
bauſen does not reliſh it in the leaſt, and is by no means ſatiſ- 
fied with the reaſons that have been given him for it. Before 
he can arrive there, I reckon that ſomething decifive will 
have paſſed in Saxony: if to the diſadvantage of the King of 
Pruths, he is cruſhed ; but if, on the PO he ſhould get a 
mY ' SE | | : complete 
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coupe victory J «tink he does not get half victories) over the Au- 


_— the winter may probably produce him and us a reaſonable 


1 Joche upon Ruſſia as Bort de combat for "ſome time; 
Peaks is certainly fick of the war, under an unambitious King, 


and an incapable Miniſtry, if there i is one at all: and, unaſſiſted 
by thoſe two powers, tlie Empreſs Queen had better be = yo 
Were any other man in the ſituation of the King of Pruſſia, I 
ſhould not heſitate to pronounce him ruined; but he is ſuch a 
prodigy of a man, that I will only hy I fear hen wall "” Cr 
It is by this time decided, © © 
Your Caſſel Court at Bremen i is, I Soube, not very Splendid, p 
money muſt be wanting ; but, however, I dare ſay, their table is 
always good, for the Landgrave is a Gourmand; and as you are 
domeſtic there, you may be ſo too, and recruit your loſs of fleſh 
from your fever ; but do not recruit too faſt. „ eee 


eee en 


0 September the 26th, 17 58. 
MV DEAR FRIEND, 


| AM forry to find that you had a return of your fever; but, 
to ſay the truth, you in ſome meaſure deſerved it, ſar not 
carrying Dr. Middleton's bark and preſcription with you. 1 
foreſaw that you would think yourſelf cured too ſoon, and gare 
you warning of it; but H- gones are by-gones, as Chartres, when 
he was dying, faid of his fins : let us look forwards. Vou did 
very prudently to return to Hamburgh, to good bark, and, I 
hope, a good phyſician. Make all ſure there before you ſtir n 
thence, notwithſtanding the requeſts or commands of all the 
8 Princeſſes 


- 


| ſome time ; ſo that. the ſingle, queſtion is, Whether you ſhould 
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Princeſſes in Europe; I mean a month at leaſt, taking the "=" 
even to ſu that is, ſome time longer than Dr, Mid- 
dleton roquiſrea 3 for, I preſume; you are got over your childiſh. 
neſs about taſtes, and are ſenſible that your health:deſerves more 
attention than your palate. When: you ſhall be thus re- eſtabliſhed, 


I approve of your returning to Bremen; and, indeed, yon can+ 
not well avaid it, both with regard to your promiſe, and to 


the diſtinction with which you have been received by the Caſſel 


Now to the other part of your letter. Lord Holderneſſe has 
been extremely civil to you, in ſending you, all under his own 

hand, ſuch obliging offers of his ſervice. The hint is plain, that 
he will (in caſe you deſire it) procure you leave to come home for 


deſire it or not, now. It will be two months before you can 
poſſibly undertake the journey, whether by ſea or by land, and 
either way it would be a. troubleſome and. dangerous one for a 
convaleſcent, in the rigour of the month of November; you 
could drink no mineral waters. here in that ſeaſon, nor are any 
mineral watets proper in your eaſe, being all of them heating, 
except Seltzer's; then, what would do you more harm than all 
medicines could do you goed, would be the peſtilential vapours 
of the Houſe of Commons, in long and crowded days, of 
which there will probably be many this ſeſſion; where your 


Stephen's Chapel, upon thoſe days, to Ja Grotta del Cane. 
Whatever may be the fate of the war now, negotiations will cer- 


tainly be ſtirring all the winter, and of thoſe, the northern ones, 


you are ſenſible, are not the leaſt important: in theſe, if at 
Hamburgh, you will probably have your ſhare, and perhaps a 


meritorious one. Upon the whole, therefore, I would adviſe 


* you 


attendance, if here, will neceſſarily be required. I compare St. 


\ 
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vou to write a 5 civil letter to Lind-Holderiefi, and to tel 
him, that, though you cannot hope: to be of any uſe to his 
Majeſty's affairs any where, yet, in the preſent unſettled ſtate of 
the North, it is poſſible that unforeſeen accidents may throw it in 
your way to be of ſome little ſervice, and that you would not wil- 
lingly be out of the way of thoſe accidents; but that you ſhalt 
be moſt extremely obliged to his Lordſhip, if he will procure you 
his Majeſty's gracious permiſſion, to return for a few months in 
the fpring, when probably affairs will be more fettled one way 
or another. When things tend nearer to a ſettlement, and that 
Germany, from the want of money of men, or both, - breathes. 
peace more than war, I ſhall ſolicit Burriſh's commiſſion for 
you, which is one of the moſt agreeable ones in his Majeſty's gift; 
and J ſhall by no. means deſpair of fuccefs, Now that I have 
given you my opinion upon this affair, which does not make a. 
difference of above three months, or four at moſt, I would not 
be underſtood to mean to force your own, if it ſhould happen to- 
be different from mine; but mine, I think, is more both for 
your health and your intereſt, However, do as you pleaſe; may 

you in this, and mo * elſe, do for the beſt | ſo God bleſs. 


you. 


— 


- * 


— — ——————— 
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Bath, * the i8th, - 


LY * 


My DEAR FRIEND,. 
Received by the ſame poſt your two. letters of the 2gth paſt, 
and of the 3d inſtant. The laſt tells me, that ybu are 

perfectly recovered ;- and your reſolution of going to Bremen in 

three or four days proyes it; * you would not undertake 
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chat journey a ſecond time, and at this ſeaſon of the year, witiour 
feeling your health ſolidly reſtored; however, in all events, I 
you have taken a proviſion of good bark with you. I think your 
attention to her Royal Highneſs may be of uſe to you here; and 
indeed all attentions, to all ſorts of people, are always repaid in 
ſome way or other; though real obligations are not. For in- 
ſtance; Lord Titchfield, who has been with you at Hamburgh, 
| has written an account to the Duke and Dutcheſs of Portland, who 
are here, of the civilities you ſnowed him; which he is much 
pleaſed, and they delighted with. At this rate, if you do not 
take care, you will get the unmanly reputation of a well - bred 
man; and your countryman, John Trott, will diſown you, 
I have received, and taſted of your preſent; which is a 170. 
grand vin, but more cordial to the ſtomach than pleaſant to the 
palate. I keep it as phyſic, only to take occafionally, 1n little 
diſorders of my ſtomach ; and in thoſe caſes, I believe, it is whole- 
ſomer than ſtronger n | 

I have been now here a fortnight ; and though I am rather 
| hawer than when I came, I am till far from well, My head is 
giddier than becomes a head of my age; and my ſtomach has 
not recovered its retentive faculty, Leaning forwards, particularly 
to write, does not at preſent agree with, Yours, | 


LETTER CXXIII. 


Bath, October mY 28th, 1758. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


0 UR letter has FI my alarms for 1 fnd by it, that 
you are as well recovered as you IF be in ſo ſhort a 
It is your buſineſs now, to keep yourſelf well, by ſcrupu- 

3 _ loully 


ts. 
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Jouily: kllowing Dr. Middleton” dla; bir Werd ks? hes * 
rational and kriowing man. Soap and ſteel are, unqueſtionably, 
the proper medicines for your caſe; but, as they are alteratives, 
you muſt take them for a very long 1 fix months at leaſt; 

and then drink chalybeate waters. I am fully perſuaded, that | 
this was your original complaint in Carniola ; which thoſe igno- 

rant phyſicians called, in their jargon, Arthritis vaga, and treated 

as ſuch. But now, that the true cauſe of your illneſs is diſcovered, 

I flatter myſelf, that with time. and patience on your part, you 

will be radically cured ; but, I repeat it again, it muſt be by a 

long and uninterrupted courſe of thoſe alterative medicines above- 

mentioned. They have no tafle ; but if they had a bad one, I 

will not now ſuppoſe you ſuch a child, as. to let the frowardneſs 

of your palate interfere in the leaſt, with the recovery or enjoy= 
ment of health. The latter, deſerves the utmoſt attention of the 
moſt rational man; the former, is only the proper Oo” of the: 
care of a dainty, frivolous woman. 5M 

The run of luck, which ſome time ago we were in, ſeems: 
now to be turned againſt us. Oberg is completely routed ; his: 

Pruſſiarr Majeſty was ſurpriaed, (which J am ſurprized at) and had 

rather the worſt of it. I am in ſome pain for Prince Ferdinand; 

as I take it for granted, that the detachment from Maréchal tle 

Contade's army, which enabled Prince Soubize to beat Oberg, 

will immediately return to the grand army, and then it will be 

infinitely. ſuperior. Nor do I ſee where Prince Ferdinand can. 

take his winter-quarters, unleſs he retires to Hanover; and that 1 

do not take to be at preſent the land of Canaan. Our ſecond, 

expedition to St. Malo, I cannot call ſo much an unlucky, as an 

ill conducted one; as was alſo Abercrombie's affair in America. 

Mais il ny a pas 5 petite perte qui revient ſoubent; and all-theſe 
accidents, put together, make a conſiderable ſum total. 


L have 


E W , 4 
7 
* 


crazy body to London, which is the moſt convenient place, either 
to live or die in. 


” 
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I 1 * ſo little good by theſe waters, that 1 dat 'not 
intend to ſtay here aboye a week longer; and then remove my 


I cannot expect active health any where ; you may, with com- 
mon care and prudence, expect it every whons: and God grant 
d you may have it! Adieu. 


| tg 


„ F T TEK A 


London, November the 21ſt, 1738. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


O U did well to think of Prince Ferdinand's be which, 
I confeſs, 1 did not; and I am glad to find you think- 
ing ſo far before hand. It would be a pretty commiſſion, 
and I will accingere me to procure it you. The only competi- 
tion 1 fear, is that of General Yorke, in caſe Prince Ferdinand 


| ſhould paſs any time with his brother at the Hague, which 


is not unlikely, fince he cannot go to Brunſwick to his eldeſt bro- 
ther, upon account of their fimulated quarrel. 

I fear the piece is at an end with the King of Pruſſia, and he 
may ſay ilicet; I am ſure he may perſonally ſay plaudite. 
Warm work is expected this ſeſſion of Parliament, about conti- 
nent and no continent: ſome think Mr. Pitt too continent, others 
too little ſo; but a little time, as the news- papers moſt prudently 
and truly obſerve, will clear up theſe matters. 

The King has been ill; but his illneſs has terminated in a good 
fit of the gout, with which he is ſtill confined. It was gene- 
rally thought that he would have died, and for a very good reaſon ; 
for the oldeſt lion in the Tower, much about the King's age, died 

a fortnight 


11+ T0 SW 05 


a fortnight ago. This extravaganicy, | can aſſure you, was be- 


lieved by many above pag” 80 wild _ e 1s * hu- 
man mind! 5 


Take care of your health; ns bmich u you can; ** 70 FAR or 


not to be, is a queſtion of much leſs importance, in my mind, 
than to be « or not to a well, Adieu, 


L : TJ 


London, December the 1 5th, 1758. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


I is a great while ſince I heard from you, but 1 hope hs 
good, not ill health, has been the occaſion of this filence ; I 


will ſuppoſe you. have been, or are ſtill, at Bremen, and en- 
groſſed by your Heſſian friends. 
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Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick | * moſt certainly to have the | 


Garter, and I think I have ſecured you the honour of putting it 
on, When I fay ſecured, I mean it in the ſenſe in which that 
word ſhould always be underſtood at Courts, and that is n/e- 
curely; J have a promiſe, but that is not caution bourgeoiſe. 


all events, do not mention it to any mortal, becauſe there is 


always a degree of ridicule that attends a diſappointment, though 
often very unjuſtly, if the expectation was reaſonably grounded; 

however, it is certainly moſt prudent nat to communicate, prema- 
turely, one's hopes or one's fears. I cannot tell you when Prince 


Ferdinand will have it ; though there are ſo many candidates for 
the other two vacant Garters, that I believe he will have his ſoon, | 


and by himſelf, the others muſt wait till a third, or rather a 


fourth vacancy. Lord Rockingham and Lord Holderneſſe are 


ſecure ; Lord Temple pulſes. ſtrongly, but, 1 believe, is not 
Vor. 1 1 ſecure. 


ſans reproche ; and no doubt but it will be recorded, dans les 


| moſt incredible ſum, and yet already all ſubſcribed, and even 


leſs aſtoniſhing. This is Mr. Pitt's 22 þ and it is m in 
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ſecure. This commiſſion for dubbing a Knight, and & diſtin. 
guiſhed a one, will be a very agreeable and creditable one for you, 
et il faut vous en acquitter galamment. In the days of ancient 
chivalry, people were very nice, who they would be knighted 
by; and, if I do not miſtake, Francis the Firſt would only be 
knighted - by the Chevalier. Bayard, qui etoit preux Chevalier et 


archives de la Maiſon de Brunſwick, that Prince Ferdinand re- 
ceived the honour of knighthood from your hands, 

The eſtimates for the expence of the year 1759 are made up; 
I have ſeen them; and what do you think they amount to? No 
leſs than twelve millions three hundred thouſand pounds. A 


more offered | The unanimity in the Houſe of Commons, in 
voting ſuch a ſum, and ſuch forces, both by ſea and land, is not 


our eyes. 

The King of Pruſſia bs ahn more to do this year; and, the 
next, he muſt begin where he has left off. I wiſh he would 
employ this winter in concluding a ſeparate peace with the Elector 
of Saxony; which would give him more elbow room, to act 
againſt France and the Queen of Hungary, and put an end at 
once to the proceedings of the Diet, and the army of the Empire; 
for then no Eſtate of the Empire would be invaded by a co-Eſtate, 
and France, the faithful and diſintereſted garantee of the Treaty 
of Weſtphalia, would have no pretence to continue its armies 
there. I ſhould think that his Poliſh Majeſty, and his Go- 
vernor Comte Brühl, muſt be pretty weary of being fugitives 
in Poland, where they are hated, and of being ravaged in Saxony. 
This r&verie of mine, J hope, will be tried, and I wiſh it may 
ſucceed. Good night, and God bleſs you. 
LETTER 
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18 n New Year' s-day, 15 59: 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


N O LTI e felici, and I have done upon a ſubject, one 
n being fair, upon the moſt lying ay in the whole 


I have now before me your laſt letter, of the 2710 December, 
which Iam glad to find is a bill of health; but, however, do not 
preſume too much upon it, but obey and: honour your phyſi - 

cian, that thy days may be long in the land.” 

- Since my laſt, I have heard nothing more concerning the rib- 
band; but I take it for granted, it will be diſpoſed of ſoon, By 
the way, upon reflection, I am not ſure that any body but a 
Knight can, according to form, be employed to make a Knight. 
I remember, that Sir Clement Cotterel was ſent to Holland, to 
dubb the late Prince of Orange, only becauſe he was a Knight 
himſelf; and I know that the proxies of Knights, who cannot 
attend their own inſtallations, muſt always be Knights. This 
did not occur to me before, and perhaps will not to the perſon 
who was to recommend you; I am ſure I will not ſtir it; and I 
only mention it now, that you may be in all events prepared 
for the diſappointment, if it ſhould happen. | 

eu exceedingly flattered with your account, chat three 
thouſand of his countrymen, all as little as himſelf, ſhould be 

thought a ſufficient guard upon three- and- twenty thouſand of all 
the nations in Europe; not that he thinks himſelf, by any means, 
a little man, for when he would deſcribe a tall, handſome man, he 
raiſes himſelf up at leaſt half an inch to repreſent him. | 
The Privie news from Hamburgh | is, that his Majeſty's Reſi- 
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painful to me, and therefore cannot be very pleaſant to my 


dull, but very uſeful knowledge, the Courſe of Exchange, and 
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dent there is woundily i in love with Madame » ; ir this 
be true, God ſend him, rather than her, a good . She 
muſt be brenne at this ſeaſon, and therefore I think you ſhould 
be ſo too; ſo draw upon me, as ſoon as you pleaſe, for « one hundred 
pounds. 

Here is nothing new, except the unanimity ak which the 
re gives away a dozen of millions ſterling; and the una- 
nimity of the public is as great in approving of it, which has 
Rifled the uſual political and polemical argumentations. 

Cardinal Bernis's diſgrace is as ſudden, and hitherto as little un- 
derſtood, as his elevation was. I have ſeen his poems, printed at 
Paris, not by a friend, I dare fay ; and, to judge by them, I hum- 
bly conceive his Eminency is a p—y. I will ay nothing of that 
excellent head-piece that made him, and unmade him, in the 
ſame month, except O King, live for ever. { 

Good night to you, whoever you paſs it with. 


- 4 ' — 
© © 2 * — * 
= - " 
u — 
9 * 0 


LET T ER CxXVII. 


London, February the ad, 1759. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Am now (what I have very aalen been) two letters in your 
debt: the reaſon was, that my head, like many other heads, 
has frequently taken a wrong turn; in which caſe, writing is 


readers. 
I wiſh you would (while you have ſo good an —— ag 
you have, at Hamburgh) make yourſelf perfectly maſter of that 


the cauſes of its almoſt perpetual variations : : the value and rela- 
| tion 
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tion vof different Coins, the Specie, the Banco, Wikaees, Agio, and 
a thouſand other particulars. Vou may with eaſe learn, and you 
will be very glad when you have learned them; for, in your bu- 
ſineſs, that ſort of knowledge will often prove necbffary. 

I hear nothing more of Prince Ferdinand's Garter: that he will 
have one is very certain; but when, I believe, is very uncertain; 
all the other poſtulants wanting to be dubbed at the ſame time, 
which cannot be, as there is not ribband enough for them. 

If the Ruſſians move in time, and in earneſt, there will be an 
end of our hopes and of our armies in Germany: three ſuch 
mill-ſtones as Ruſſia, France, and Auſtria, muſt, ſooner or later, in 
the courſe of the year, grind his Pruſſian Majeſty down to a mere 
Margrave of Brandenburgh. But I have always ſome hopes of 
a change under a Gwunarchy * ; where whim and humour commonly 
prevail, reaſon very ſeldom, 400 then only by a lucky miſtake. 

I except the incomparable fair one of Hamburgh, that pro- 
digy of beauty, and paragon of good ſenſe, who has enſlaved 
your mind, and inflamed your heart. If ſhe is as well errennee 
as you ſay ſhe ſhall, you will be ſoon out of her chains; for I 
have, by long experience, found women to be like Telephus's 
ſpear, if one end kills the other cures. 

There never was ſo quiet, nor ſo ſilent a ſeſſion of Parliament 
as the preſent : Mr. Pitt declares only what he would have them 
do, and they do it memine . Mr. Viner only ex- 
cepted. | 

Dutcheſs Hamilton is to be married, to-morrow, to Colonel 
Campbell, the ſon of General Campbell, who will ſome day or 
another be Duke of Argyle, and have the eſtate. She refuſed 


the Duke of Br for him. 
Here is a report, but 1 believe a very groundlefs one, that 


2 * Derived from the Greek word Fon a woman, and means Female Government. 
your 
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your old acquaintance, the fair Madame C—e, is run away um 
her huſband, with a jeweller, that &rrennes her, and is come over 


here ; but I dare fay it is 2 miſtake, or perhaps a lie. Adieu 
God bleſ 42 


LETTER CxxVIII 


London, February the 27th, 17 co. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, ge e 


N your laſt letter, of the 7th, you accuſe me, moſt unjuſtly, 
of being in arrears in my correſpondence ; whereas, if our epi- 
ſtolary accounts were fairly liquidated, I believe you would be 
brought in conſiderably debtor. I do not ſee how any of my let- 
ters to you can miſcarry, unleſs your office packet miſcarries too, 


for I always ſend them to the office. Moreover, I might have a 


juſtifiable excuſe for writing to you ſeldomer than uſual, for to be 
{ure there never was a period of time, in the middle of a winter, 
and the Parliament fitting, that ſupplied ſo little matter for a letter, 
Near twelve millions have been granted this year, not only nemine 
con:radicente, but nemine quicquid dicente, The proper officers 
bring in the eſtimates ; it is taken for granted that they are neceſ- 
ſary, and frugal ; the Members go to dinner, and leave Mr. Welt 
and Mr, Martin' to do the reſt. 

I preſume you have ſeen the little poem of the Country Laſs, by 
Soame Jenyns, - for it was in the Chronicle; as was alſo an 
anſwer to it, from the Monitor. They are neither of them bad 
performances; the firſt is the neateſt, and the plan of the ſecond 
has the moſt invention. I ſend you none of thoſe pieces volantes 


in my letters, becauſe they are all printed in one or other of 


the 


- 
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ts news-papers, particularly the Chronicles; and 1 ſuppoſe 
that you and others bave all thoſe papers amongſt you at Ham- 
burgh; in which caſe it would be only putting * to the 1 unne- 
ceſſary expence of double poſtage. 

I find you are ſanguine about the King of Pruſſia this year; 1 
allow his army will be what you ſay; but what will that be vis a 
vis French, Auſtrians, Imperialiſts, Swedes, and Ruſſians, who 
muſt amount to more than double that number ? Were the ine- 
quality leſs, I would allow for the King of Pruſlia's being ſo much 
ihſe agmen as pretty nearly to balance the account. In war, num- 
bers are generally my omens; and I confeſs, that in Germany 
they ſeem not happy ones this year. In America, I think, we are 
ſure of ſucceſs, and great ſucceſs; but how we ſhall be able to 
ſtrike a balance, as they call it, between good ſucceſs there, and 
ill fucceſs upon the continent, ſo as to come at a peace, is more 
than I can diſcover. 

Lady Cheſterfield makes you her compliments, and thanks you 
for your offer; but declines troubling you, being diſcouraged by 
the ill ſucceſs of Madame Munchauſen's and Miſs Chetwynd's com- 
miſſions, the former for beef, and the latter for gloves ; neither 
of which have yet been executed, to the diſſatisfaction of both. 


Adieu. 


— — — ——— — — 
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CONN March the 16th; 1759. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


1 Have now your letter of the 2oth paſt lying before me, by 
which you deſpond, in my opinion too ſoon, of dubbing your 
Prince; for he moſt certainly will have the Garter; and he will 


_—_ | AR as 
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as probably have it before the campaign opens, as after. His. 
campaign muſt, I doubt, at beſt, be a defenſive one; and he 
will ſhow great ſkill in making it ſuch; for, according to my 
calculation, his enemies will be at leaſt double his number, 

Their troops, indeed, may perhaps be worſe than his ; but.then 
their number will make up that defect, as it will enable them to 
undertake different operations at the ſame time. I cannot think 
that the King of Denmark will take a part in the preſent war; 
which he cannot do without great poſſible danger: and he is well 
paid by France for his neutrality; is ſafe, let what will turn out; 
and, in the mean time, carries on his commerce with great 
advantage and ſecurity : ſo that that conſideration will not retard 
your viſit to your own country, whenever you have leave toreturn, 
and that your own arrangemens will allow you. A ſhort abſence 
animates a tender paſſion, et Lon ne recule que pour mieux ſauter, 
eſpecially in the ſummer months ; ſo that I would adviſe you to 
begin your journey in May, and continue your abſence from the 
dear object of your vows till after the dog-days, when love is ſaid 
to be unwholeſome. We have been diſappointed at Martinico ; 
I wiſh we may not be ſo at Guadaloupe, though we are landed 
there ; for many difficulties muſt be got over, before we can be 
in poſſeſſion of the whole iſland. A propos de bottes; you make 
uſe of two Spaniſh words, very properly, in your letter; were ! 
you, I would learn the Spaniſh language, if there were a Spaniard 
at Hamburgh who could teach me ; and then you would be maſter 
of all the European languages that are uſeful ; and, in my mind, 

it is very convenient, if not neceſſary, for a oublic man to under- 
Rand them all; and not to be obliged to have recourſe to an in- 
terpreter, for thoſe papers that chance or buſineſs may throw in his 
way. I learned Spaniſh when I was older than you ; convinced, 

by experience, that, in every thing g poſſible, it was better to truſt to 
5 N | one's 
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one's ſelf, than to any other body whatſoever. Interpreters, as 
well as relators, are often unfaithful, and ſtill oſtener incorrect, 
_ puzzling, and blundering. In . let it be your maxim, 
through life, to know all you can know, yourſelf; and never to truſt 
implicitly to the informations of others. This rule has been of 
infinite ſervice to me, in the courſe of my life. | 
I am rather better than I was; which I owe not to my ohyG- 
cians, but to an aſs and a cow, who nouriſh me, between them, 
very plentifully and wholeſomely ; in the morning the aſs is my 
nurſe, at night the cow; and I have juſt now bought a milch- 
goat, which is to graze, and nurſe me at Blackheath, I do not 
know what may come of this latter, and I am not without appre- 
henſions that it may make a ſatyr of me; but, ſhould I find that 
obſcene diſpoſition growing upon me, I will check it in time, 
for fear of endangering my life and character by es And ſo 
we n; bid you farewel. 550 
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London, March the zoth, 1y59. 
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MY DEAR FRIEND, 
DO not like theſe frequent, however ſhort, returns of your 
illneſs; for I doubt they imply either want of ſkill in your 

oheſlclan, or want of care in his patient. Rhubarb, ſoap, and 
chalybeate medicines and waters, are almoſt always ſpecifics 
for obſtructions of the liver; but then a very exact regimen is 
neceſſary, and that for a long continuance. Acids are good for 
you, but you do not love them; and ſweet things are bad for you, 
and you do love them. There is another thing very bad for you, 
and I fear you love it too much. When I was in Holland, I had 
Vol. II. | 53 a flow 
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a flow fever, that hung upon me a great while; I conſulted 
Boerhaave, who preſcribed me what I ſuppoſe was proper, for 
it cured me; but he added, by way of poſtſcript to his pre- 
ſcription, Venus rarius colatur : which I obſerved, and Perhaps 
that made the medicines more effectual. 

I doubt we ſhall be mutually diſappointed in our hopes of ſee- 
ing one another this ſpring, as I believe you will find, by a letter 
which you will receive, at the ſame time with this, from Lord 
Holderneſſe; but as Lord Holderneſſe will not tell you all, I will, 
between you and me, ſupply that defect. I muſt do him the 
Juſtice to ſay, that he has ated in the moſt kind and friendly 
manner poſſible to us both. When the King read your letter, in 
which you deſired leave to return, for the fake of drinking the 
Tunbridge-waters, he ſaid, If he wants ſteel waters, thoſe of 
Pyrmont are better than Tunbridge, and he can have them very 
freſh at Hamburgh. I would rather he had aſked\to come laſt 
autumn, and had paſſed the winter here; for, if he returns now, I 
ſhall have nobody in thoſe quarters to inform me of what paſſes ; 
and yet it will be a very buſy and important ſcene. Lord Hol- 
derneſſe, who found that it would not be liked, reſolved to puſh 
it no farther; and replied, he was very ſure, that, when you 
knew his Majeſty had the leaſt objection to your return, at this 
time, you would think of it no longer; and he owned that he 
(Lord Holderneſſe) had given you encouragement for this appli- 
cation, - laſt year, then thinking and hoping that there would be 
little occaſion for your preſence at Hamburgh this year. Lord 
Holderneſſe will only tell you, in his letter, that, as he had ſome 
reaſon to believe, his moving this matter would be diſagreeable 
to the King, he reſolved, for your fake, not to mention it. You 
muſt anſwer his letter upon that foot ſingly, and thank him for 
this mark of his friendſhip ; for he has really ated as your friend. 
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1 make no doubt of your having willing leaye to return in au- 
tumn, for the whole winter. In the mean time, make the beſt 
of your /zjour where you are; drink the Pyrmont waters, and no 


wine but Rheniſh, which, in your caſe, is the only proper one 
for you. 


Next week, Mr, Harte will ſend you his Guſtavus Adol oh us, 
in two quartos; it will contain many new - particulars of the life 
of that real hero, as he has had abundant and authentic materials 
which have never yet appeared. It will, upon the whole, be a 
very curious and valuable hiſtory ; though, between you and me, 
I could have wiſhed that he had been more correct and elegant in 
his ſtyle. You will find it dedicated to one of your acquaintance, 
who was forced to prune the luxuriant praiſes beftowed upon 
him, and yet has left enough of all conſcience to ſatisfy a reaſon- 
able man, Harte has been very much out of order, theſe laſt 
three or four months, but is not the leſs intent upon ſowing his 
Lucerne, of which he had fix crops laſt year, to his infinite joy, 
and, as he ſays, profit. As a gardener, I ſhall probably have as 
much joy, though not quite ſo much profit, by thirty or forty 
ſhillings; for there is the greateſt promiſe of fruit this year, at 
Blackheath, that ever I ſaw in my life. Vertumnus and Pomona 
' have been very propitious to me; as for Priapus, that tremendous 
garden God, as I no longer n him, I cannot expect his pro- 
tection from the birds and the thieves. 

Adieu! I will conclude like a pedant, Levius fit patientid quic- 
quid corrigere eft nefas. 


3L 2 HS ELM 


LORD CHESTERFIEL D's LETTERS 


LETTER CXXXI. 


London, April the 16th, 1759. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 
IT H humble ſubmiſſion to you, I ſtill fay, that if Prince 
Ferdinand can make a defenſive campaign this year, he 
will have done a great deal, conſidering the great inequality of 
numbers. The little advantages, of taking a regiment or two 
priſoners, or cutting another to pieces, are but trifling articles in 
the great account; they are only the pence, the pounds are yet 
to come; and ] take it for granted, that neither the French, nor 
the Court of Vienna, will have le dementi of their main object, 
which is unqueſtionably Hanover; for that is the ſumma ſum- 
narum; and they will certainly take care to draw a force together 
for this purpoſe, too great for any that Prince Ferdinand has, or 
can have, to oppoſe them. In ſhort, mark the end on't, j en 
augure mal, If France, Auſtria, the Empire, Ruſſia, and 
Sweden, are not, at long run, too hard for the two Electors of 
Hanover and Brandenburgh, there muſt be ſome inviſible power, 
ſome tutelar Deities, that * interpoſe in taypur of the 
latter. 

You encourage me to accept all the powers that goats, aſſes, 
and bulls, can give me, by engaging for my not making an ill 
uſe of them; but I own, I cannot help diſtruſting myſelf a little, 
or rather human nature; for it is an old and very true obſerva- 
tion, that there are miſers of money, but none of power; and the 
non-uſe of the one, and the abuſe of the other, increaſe in pro- 
portion to their quantity. 

I am very ſorry to tell you, that Harte's Guſtavus Adolphus does 
not take at all, and conſequently ſells very little: it is certainly in- 
6 | forming, 
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forming, and full of good matter ; but it is as certain too, that the 
ſtyle is execrable: Where the devil he picked it up, I cannot 
conceive, for it is a bad ſtyle, of a new and ſingular kind; it is 
full of Latiniſms, Galiciſms, Germaniſms, and all %u but Angli- 
ciſms; in ſome places pompous, in others vulgar and low. 
Surely, before the end of the world, people, and you in particular, 
will diſcover, that the manner, in every thing, is at leaſt as im- 
portant as the matter; and that the latter never can pleaſe, with- 
ont a good degree of elegancy in the former. This holds true 
in every thing in life: in writing, converſing, buſineſs, the help 
of the Graces is abſolutely neceſſary; and whoever vainly thinks 
himſelf above them, will find he is miſtaken, when it will be 
too late to court them, for they will not come to ſtrangers of 
an advanced age. There is an Hiſtory lately come out, of the 
Reign of Mary Queen of Scots, and her ſon (no matter by whom) 
King James, written by one Robertſon, a Scotchman, which for 
clearneſs, purity, and dignity of ſtyle, I will not ſcruple to com— 
pare with the beſt hiſtorians extant, not excepting Davila, Guic- 
ciardini, and perhaps Livy. Its ſucceſs has conſequently been 
great, and a ſecond edition is already publiſhed, and bought up. 
I take it for granted, that it is to be had, or at leaſt borrowed, at 
Hamburgh, or I would ſend it you. 

I hope you drink the Pyrmont waters every morning, The: 
health of the mind depends ſo much upon the health of the body, 

that the latter deſerves the utmoſt attention, independently of 
the ſenſes. God ſend you a very * ſhare of both 1 Adieu. 
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L F T F E R Gun. 
„Mr DEAN-#RIEND; London, April on 15 1759. 
Have received your two letters of the roth and 13th, by the 
laſt mail; and I will begin my anſwer to them, by obſerving 
to you, that a wiſe man, without being a Stoic, conſiders, in all 
misfortunes that befal him, their beſt as well as their worſt fide ; 
and every thing has a better and a worſe ſide. I have ſtrictly ob- 
ſerved that rule for many years, and have found by experience, 
that ſome comfort is to be extracted, under moſt moral ills, by 
conſidering them in every light, inſtead of dwelling, as people are 
too apt to do, upon the gloomy fide of the object. Thank God, 
the diſappointment that you ſo pathetically groan under, is not a 
calamity which admits of no conſolation. Let us ſimplify it, and ſee 
what it amounts to. You were pleaſed with the expectation of 
coming here next month, to ſee thoſe who would have been 
pleaſed with ſeeing you. That, from very natural cauſes, cannot 
be; and you muſt paſs this ſummer at Hamburgh, and next win- 
ter in England, inſtead of paſling this ſummer in England, and 
next winter at Hamburgh. Now, eſtimating things fairly, is not 
the change rather to your advantage? Is not the ſummer more 
eligible, both for health and pleaſure, than the winter, in that 
northern, frozen Zone? and will not the winter, in England, ſupply 
you with more pleaſures than the ſummer, in an empty capital, 
could have done? So far then it appears, that you are rather a 
gainer by your misfortune. 

The four too, which you propoſe making to deb Altena, 
Sc. will both amuſe and inform you; for, at your age, one can- 
not ſee too many different places and people; ſince, at the age you 

are 
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are now of, I take it for granted that you will not ſee them ſu- 
perficially, as you did when you firſt went abroad. | 

This whole matter then, ſummed up, amounts to no more than 
this—that you will be here next winter, inſtead of this ſummer. 
Do not think that all I have ſaid is the conſolation only of an old 
philoſophical fellow, almoſt inſenſible of pleaſure or pain, offered 
to a young fellow, who has quick ſenſations of both. No, it 
is the rational philoſophy, taught me by experience and know- 
ledge of the world, and which I have practiſed above thirty 
years. I always made the beſt of the beſt, and never made bad 
worſe, by fretting ; this enabled me to go through the various 
ſcenes of life, in which I have been an actor, with more pleaſure 
and leſs pain than moſt people. You will ſay, perhaps, one can- 
not change one's nature; and that, if a perſon is born of a very 
ſenſible gloomy temper, and apt to ſee things in the worſt 
light, they cannot help it, nor new make themſelves. I will 
admit it, to a certain degree, and but to a certain degree ; 
for though we cannot totally change our nature, we may, in a 
great meaſure, correct it, by reflection and philoſophy ; and ſome 
philoſophy is a very neceſſary companion in this world, where, even 
to the moſt fortunate, the chances are greatly againſt inks . 

1 am not old enough, nor tenacious enough, to pretend Not to 
underſtand the main purport of your laſt letter; and, to ſhow you 
that I do, you may draw upon me for two hundred pounds, 
which, I hope, will more than clear you. 

Good night, æguam memento rebus in arduis ſervare mentem; 
be neither tranſported nor depreſſed by the accidents of life. 


LETTER 


448 LORD CHESTERFIELD" 'LETTERS 


LETTER CXXXH. 


| Blackheath, May the 16th, 17 59. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
7. OUR Secretary's laſt letter, of the 4th, which I action 
| yeſterday, has quieted my fears a good deal, but has not 
intirely diſſipated them. Your fever fill continues, he ſays, though 
in @ leſs degree. Is it a continued fever, or an intermitting one? 
If the former, no wonder that you are weak, and that your 
head achs. If the latter, why has not the bark, in ſubſtance 
and large doſes, been adminiſtered? for, if it had, it muſt 
have ſtopped it by this time. Next poſt, I hope, will ſet me 
quite at eaſe, Surely you have not been ſo regular as you 
ought, either in your medicines, or in your general regimen, 
otherwiſe this fever would not have returned; for the Doctor 
| calls it your fever returned, as if. you had an excluſive patent for 
it. You have now had illneſſes enough, to know the value 
of health, and to make you implicitly follow the preſcrip- 
tions of your phyſician, in medicines, and the rules of your own 
common ſenſe in diet; in which, I can aſſure you, from my 
own experience, that quantity is often worſe than quality; and I 
would rather eat half a pound of bacon at a meal, than two 
pounds of any the moſt wholeſome food. 
I have been ſettled here near a week, to my great ſatisfaction, 
eſt ma place, and I know it, which is not given to every body. 
Cut off from ſocial life by my deafneſs, as well as other phyſical 
ills, and being at beſt but the ghoſt of my former ſelf, I walk 
here in ſilence and ſolitude, as becomes a ghoſt, with this only 
difference, 


difference, that I walk by day, whereas, you know, to be ſure, 


that other ghoſts only appear by night. My health, however, is 
better than it was laſt year, thanks to my almoſt total milk diet. 


This enables me to vary my ſolitary amuſements, and alternately 


to ſcribble as well as read; which I could not do laſt year, 
Thus I faunter away the remainder, be it more or leſs,” of an 
agitated and active life, now reduced (and I am not ſure that I 
am a loſer by the change) to ſo quiet and ſerene a one, that it 


may properly be called, ſtill life. 


The French whiſper in confidence, in order that it may be the 


more known and the more credited, that they intend to invade us 
this year, in no leſs than three places; that is, England, Scotland, 


and Ireland. Some of our great men, like the Devils, believe 


and tremble; others, and one little one, whom I know, laugh 
at it; and, in general, it ſeems to be but a poor inſtead of a for- 
midable ſcarecrow. While /omebody was at the head of a moderate 


army, and wanted (I know why). to be at the head of a great 


one, intended invaſions were made an article of political faith; 
and the belief of them was required, as in the Church the belief 
of ſome abſurdities, and even impoſſibilities, is required, upon 


pain of hereſy, excommunication, and conſequently damnation, 


if they tend to the power and intereſt of the Heads of the Church. 
But now, that there is a general toleration, and that the beſt Sub- 


jects, as well as the beſt Chriſtians, may believe what their reaſon 


and their conſciences ſuggeſt, it is generally and rationally ſup- 
poſed, the French will threaten and not ſtrike, ſince we are ſo 
well prepared, both by armies and fleets, to receive, and, I may 
add, to deſtroy them. Adieu! God bleſs you. 
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L E T T E R CXXXIY. 


| Blackheath, June the 15th, 17 50. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 22 
OUR letter of the 5th, which I received yeſterday, gave 

me great ſatisfaction, being all in your own hand; though 
it contains great, and I fear juſt complaints of your ill ſtate of 
health. You do very well to change the air; and I hope that 
change will do weli by you. I would therefore have you write, 
after the 2oth of Auguſt, to Lord Holderneſſe, to beg of him to 
obtain his Majeſty's leave for you to return to England for wo or 
three months, upon account of your health. Two or three months 
is an indefinite time, which may afterwards be inſenſibly ſtretched 
to what length one pleaſes; leave that to me. In the mean time 
you may be taking your meaſures, with the beſt economy. 

The day before yeſterday, an expreſs arrived, from Guadaloupe; 
which brought an account of our being in poſſeſſion of the whole 
iſland. And I make no manner of doubt, but that, in about two 
months, we ſhall have as good news from Crown-point, Quebec, 
Sc. Our affairs in Germany, I fear, will not be equally proſ- 
perous ; for I have very little hopes for the = of Pruſſia or 
Prince Ferdinand. God bleſs you. 
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31 81 Blackheath, June the 25th, 1759- 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
HE two laſt mails have brought me no letter from you or 
your Secretary ; I will take this filence as a ſign that you 
are og 3 but however, if you thought that I' cared to know, 
you ſhould have cared to have written, Here the weather has been 
very fine for a fortnight together; a Jonger term than in this 
climate we are uſed to hold fine weather by. I hope it is ſo too 
at Hamburgh, or at leaſt at the villa to which you are gone; but 
pray do not let it be your villa vicigſa, as thoſe retirements are 
often called, and too often prove; though (by the way) the origi- 
nal name was villa vezzo/a; and by wags miſcalled vicigſa. 
I have a moſt gloomy proſpect of affairs in Germany; the 
| French are already in poſſeſſion of Caſſel, and of the learned part 
of Hanover, that is Göttingen; where I preſume they will not 
ſtop pour amour des Belles Lettres, but rather go on to the 
Capital, and ſtudy them upon the coin, My old acquaint- 
ance, Monſieur de Richelieu, made a great progreſs there in 
metallic learning and inſcriptions. If Prince Ferdinand ventures 
a battle to prevent it, I dread the conſequences ; the odds are too 
oreat againſt him. The King of Pruſha is ſtill in a worſe fatua- 
tion; for he has the Hydra to encounter: and though he may 
cut off a head or two, there will ſtill be enough left to devour 
him at laſt, I have, as you know, long foretold the now ap- 
proaching cataſtrophe ; but I was Caſſandra. Our affairs in the 


new world have a much more pleafing aſpect; Guadaloupe is a 
great acquiſition, and Quebec, which I make no doubt of, will 
3 M 2 | | ſtill 
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ſtill be a greater. But, muſt all theſe advantages, purchaſed at 
the price of ſo much Engliſh blood and treaſure, be at laſt ſa- 
crificed as a peace-offering ? God knows what conſequences ſuch 
a meaſure may produce ; the germe of diſcontent is already great, 
upon the bare ſuppoſition of the caſe ;- but, ſhould it be realiſed, 
it will grow to a harveſt of dilaffection. : 
| You are now, to be ſure, taking the previous ane mea- 
ſures for your return here in the autumn; and I think you may 
diſband your whole family, excepting pity ſecretary, your butler, 
who takes care of your plate, wine, &c. one, or at moſt two, 
maid-ſervants, and your valet de chambre, and one footman, 
whom you will bring over with you. But give no mortal, either 
there or here, reaſon to think that you are not to return to Ham- 
burgh again, If you are aſked about it, ſay, like Lockhart, that 
you are /e ſerviteur des evenemens; for your preſent appointments 
will do you no hurt here, till you have ſome better deſtination. 
At that ſeaſon of the year, I believe, it will be better for you to 
come by ſea than by land; but that you will be beſt able to 
Judge of from the then circumſtances of your part of the world. 
Your old friend Stevens is dead, of the conſumption that has 
long been undermining him. God bleſs you, and ſend you health 


L. E T T H R M 


Wt Bath, February the 26th, 1761. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | 


AM very glad to hear that your election is finally ſettled, and, 
to ſay the truth, not ſorry that Mr. * * has been com- 
pelled to do, de mauvaiſe grace, that which he might have done 
at firſt in a friendly and handſome manner, However, take no 

notice 
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notice ef what ie paſt, and live with him as you uſed to do:be- 
fore; for, in the intercourſe of the world, it is often neceſſary to 
ſeem ignorant of what one e knows, and to N eue what 
one remembers. ho | 

I have juſt now finiſhed Coleman 8 hays; and like it very A: 
it is well conducted, and the characters are well preſerved. 1 
own, I expected from the author more dialogue wit; but, as 
I know that he is a moſt ſcrupulous claſſic, I believe be did not 
dare to put in half ſo much wit as he could have done, becauſe 
Terence has not a ſingle grain; and it would have been crimes 
lzſe antiquitatis, God bleſs you! | 
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| a Bath, November the 2 1ſt 1761. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 27 
HAVE this moment received your letter of the rth. 1f I 
find any alterations by drinking theſe waters, now ſix days, it 
is rather for the better; but, in ſix days more, I think I ſhall find, 
with more certainty, what humour they are in with me; if kind, 
I will profit of, but not abuſe. their kindneſs ; all things] have 
their bounds, guos ultra citrave ' nequit confi, aber reGunm,; g} and. I 
will endeavour to nick that. point. An ad Tels 
The Queen's jointure is larger than, from ſows 0 I. ex- 
pected it would be, though not greater than the very laſt pre- 
cedent authorized. The caſe of the late Lord Wilmingron, was, 
J fancy, remembered. - _ 1 ao 
I have now good reaſon to believe, that Spain will declare war 
to us; that is, that it will very ſoon, if it has not already, avow-- 
edly aſſiſt France, in caſe the war continues. This will be a 

„ | great. 
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great triumph: te Mr. Pitt, and fully juſtify-his plan of beginning 

wich Apnin firſt, and having the firſt blow, which is often half 
tha battle. ned on Has wong 20 hat ! 10 * A s 
Here is a great deal of company, and what is commonly called 
good company, that is, great quality, I trouble them very little, 
except at the pump, where my bufigeſs calls me ; for, what is 
company. to a deaf man, or a deaf man to company 77) 
Lady Brown, whom I have ſeen, and who, by the way, has got 
the gout in her eye, inquired very tenderly after you. And fo I 


elegantly ceſt,. 


4 


Yours till death. 


/ 
— 
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LETTER CXXXVII. 
we is | Bath, December the 6th, 1761. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | EATS 534 
'F Have been in your debt ſome time, which, you know, I am 
dot very apt to be; but it was really for want of ſpecie to 
pay. The preſent ſtate of my invention does not enable me to 
coin; and you would have had as little pleaſure in reading, as 1 
ſhould have had in writing le coglionerie of this place; beſides, 
that I am very little mingled in them. I do not know whether 
I ſhall be able to follow your advice, and cut a winner : for, at 
preſent, J have neither won nor loſt a angle ſhilling. I will play 
on this week only; and if J have a good run, I will carry it off 
with me; if a bad one, the loſs can hardly amount to any thing 
conſiderable in ſeven days, for I hope to ſee you in town to- mor- 
row ſevennight. 88 2 
T had a diſmal letter from Harte, laſt week; he tells me that 
he is at nurſe with a ſiſter in Berkſhire; that he has got a confium- 
ag ES ed 
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ed jaundice, beſides twenty other diſtempers. The true cauſe of 
theſe complaints I take to be, the ſame that ſo greatly diſordered, 
and had nearly deſtroyed, the-moſt auguſt Houſe bf Auſtria, about 
one hundred and thirty years ago; I mean Guſtavus Adolphus ; 
who neither anſwered his expectations in point of profit, nor re- 


putation, and that merely by, his own fault, in not writing it in 
the vulgar tongue; for, as to fads, I will maintain, that it is one 


of the beſt hiſtories extant, the 
Au revoir, as Sir Fopling ſays, and God bleſs you. 


LETTER GM 


| 3 | | Bath, November the ad, 1762. 
MY DEAR FRIEND. 2 2 TY 

Arrived here, as I propoſed, laſt Sunday; but as ill as I feared 
I ſhould. be, when I ſaw you. Head, ſtomach, and limbs, 


all out of order. 8 
I have yet ſeen nobody but Villettes, who is ſettled here 


for good, as it is called. What conſequences has the Duke of 


Devonſhire's reſignation had? He has conſiderable connections, 
and relations; but whether any of them are reſigned enough to 
reſign with him, is another matter. There will be, to be ſure, as 
many, and as abſurd reports, as there are in the law books; I do 
not defire to know either; but inform me of what facts come to 


your knowledge, and of ſuch reports only as you believe are: 


grounded. And ſo God bleſs you. 


LETTER 
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Bath, November the r3th, 1768. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | 


Have received. your letter, and believe that your Preliminaries 

are very near the mark ; and, upon that ſuppoſition, I think 
we have made a tolerable 2 bargain with Spain; at leaſt, 
full as good as I expected, and almoſt as good as I wiſhed, though 
I do not believe that we have got a/l Florida; but if we 
have St. Auguſtin, as I ſuppoſe, that, by the figure of pars 
pro tbto, will be called all F lorida. We have by no means 
made ſo good a bargain with France; for, in truth, what do we get 
by it, except Canada, with a very proper boundary of the river 
Miſſiſippi, and that is all? As for the reſtrictions upon the French 
fiſhery in Newfoundland, they are very well per la predica, and 
for the Commiſſary whom we ſhall employ; for he will have a 
good ſalary from hence, to ſee that thoſe reſtrictions are complied 
with; and the French will double that ſalary, that he may allow 
them all to be broken through. It is plain to me, that the French 
fiſhery will be exactly what it was before the war. 

The three Leeward iſlands, which the French yield to us, are 
not, all together, worth half ſo much as that of St. Lucia, which 
we give up to them, Senegal is not worth one quarter of Goree. 
The reſtrictions of the French, in the Eaſt Indies, are as abſurd and 
impracticable as thoſe of Newfoundland ; and you will live to ſee 
the French trade to the Eaſt Indies, juſt as they did before the 
war. But, after all I have ſaid, the articles are as good as I ex- 
pected with France, when I conſidered that no one ſingle perſon, 
who carried on this negotiation on our parts, was eyer concerned 
AE 6 We 
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or coufultel in any negotiation before. Upon the white, then, 
the acquiſition of Canada has coſt us fourſcore millions ſterling. 
I am convinced we might have kept Guadalupe, if our nego- 
tiators had known how to have gone about it. 

His moſt faithful Majeſty of Portugal is the beſt off of any 
body in this tranſaction, for he ſaves his kingdom by it, and has 
not laid out one Moidore in defence of it. Spain, thank God, 
in ſome” meaſure, pare les pots caſſez ; for, beſides St. Auguſtin, 
Logwood, | Sc. it has loſt at leaſt four millions Reg, in 
money, ſhips, &c. 

Harte is here, who tells me he has been at this place the 
three years, excepting ſome few excurſions to his ſiſter ; he looks 
il, and laments that he has frequent fits of the yellow jaundice, He 
complains of his not having heard from you theſe four years; ; you 

| ſhould write to him. Theſe waters have done me a great deal of 
good, though I drink but two thirds of a pint in the whole day, 
which is leſs than the ſobereſt of my N drink of claret 
at every meal. | 

1 ſhould naturally think, as you do, that this gelen will the a 
ſtormy one, that is, if Mr. Pitt takes an active part; but if he is 
pleaſed, as the Miniſters ſay, there is no other Eolus to blow a 
ſtorm. The Dukes of Cumberland, Newcaſtle, and Devonſhire, Wo 
have no better troops to attack with, than the militia ; but Pitt 
alone is ipſe agmen. God bleſs you | 
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Namn 0.2: Aar 
Bath, Po the 27th, 1762. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Received your letter this morning, "and return vou the ball 
1 4 la volce. The King's ſpeech is a very prudent one, and, 
as I ſuppoſe that the Addreſſes, in anſwer to it, were, as uſual, i in 
almoſt the ſame words: my Lord Mayor might very well call 
them innocent. As his Majeſty expatiates ſo. much upon the 
great atchievements of the war, I cannot help hoping that, when 
the Preliminaries ſhall be laid before Parliament in due time, 
which, I ſuppoſe, means after the reſpective ratifications of all 
the contracting parties, that ſome untalked-of and unexpected 
advantage will break out in our treaty. with France; St. Lucia, 
at leaſt. I ſee, in the news papers, an article which I by no 
means like, in our treaty with Spain; which is, that we ſhall be 
at liberty to cut logwood in the Bay of Campeachy, but paying 
for it. Who does not ſee that this condition may, and probably 
will, amount to a prohibition, by the price which the Spaniards 
may ſet it at? It was our undoubted right, and confirmed to us 
by former treaties, before the war, to. cut logwood gratis ; but 
this new ſtipulation (if true) gives us a privilege, ſomething like 
a reprieve to a criminal, with a aon obſtante to be hanged. 

I now drink ſo little water, that it can neither do me good 
nor hurt; but, as I bathe but twice a week, that operation, which 
does my rheumatic carcaſe good, will keep me here ſome time 
longer than you had allowed. 

Harte 1s going to publiſh a new edition of his Guſtavus, in 


| ofavo ; z which, he tells me, he has altered, and which, I could 
tell 


PATTIE OUEETEBTIS ON ney 17 23 45, 
tell him, he ſhould tranſlate into Engliſh, or it will not {ell better 
than the former ; for, while the world endures, ſtyle and manner 


will be enn at leaſt as much as — * ſo, Dieu vous 
aie 4 ye Sainte garde. 


. 
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"LET T E rex 
3 Bath, Denar the 9 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Received your letter this morning, with the encloſed Prelimi- 
naries, which we have had here theſe three days; and I re- 
turn them, fince you intend to keep them, which is more than 
I believe the French will. I am very glad to find that the 
French are to reſtore all the conqueſts they made upon us in the 
Eaſt Indies during this war ; and I cannot doubt but they will 
likewiſe reſtore to us all the Cod that they ſhall take, within leſs 
than three leagues of our coaſts in North America, (a diſtance 
eaſily meaſured, eſpecially at ſea) according to the ſpirit, though 
not the letter of the Treaty. I am informed, that the ſtrong op- 
poſition to the Peace will be in the Houſe of Lords, though I 
cannot well conceive it; nor can I make out above fix or ſeven, - 
who will be againſt it upon a diviſion, unleſs (which I cannot 
ſuppoſe) ſome of the Biſhops ſhould vote on the fide of their 


maker, God bleſs you! 
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* ESTERD AVI recelvect” Fo letter, which gave me 
a very clear account of the debate in your Houſe. It is 
impoſſible for a human creature to ſpeak well for three hours and 
an half; I queſtion even if Belial, who, according to Milton, 
was the orator of the fallen Angels, ever ſpoke ſo long at a time. 

There muſt have been a trick in Charles Townſhend' 8 ſpeaking 
for the Freliminaries; ; for he is infinitely above having an opinion, 
Lord Egremont muſt be ill, or have thoughts of going into ſome 
other place; perhaps into Lord Granville's, who they ſay is dying: 
when he dies, the ableſt head in England dies too, e it for all 
in all, | 

I ſhall be in torn; barring accidents, this day 3 5 
dinner-time; when I have ordered a Haricot, to which you will 
be very welcome, about four O clock. En attendant Dieu vous 
ae dans. ſa Ave garde. 


EE PO FF. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, | 
Received, by the laſt mail, your letter of the 4th, from the 
Hague; ſo far ſo good. You arrived foxica at the Hague, 
for our Embaſſador's entertainment; I find he has been very civil 
to you. Tou are in the right to ſtop, for two or three days, at 
Hanau, 


Blackheath, June the 14th, 1763. 


© 2 JATTALT.OUCNWAT . hn 
Hanau, and make your court to the Lady of that place *. Your 


Excellency makes a figure alread dy in the news- papers; and let 
them, and btheis;'Execllency you as much as they pleaſt, but pray 


ſuffer not your own ſervants to do it. 


 Nathing-new'of any kind has happened here ſince you went; 
ſo I will with you a good night, and 8 chat God will ble 


you: * ty [37 1174 175 }7T { "I! 21 "11S * Sets 
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71 


_— 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


ESTERDAY I 3 your letter from Ratiſbon, where 
T am glad that you are arrived ſafe. You are, I find, 

over head and ears engaged in ceremony and &riguetre. You muſt 
not yield ; in any thing eſſential, where your public character may 
ſuffer ; but I adviſe you, at the ſame time, to diſtinguiſh care- 
ſully what may and what may not affect it, and to deſpiſe ſome 
German minuties ; ſuch as one ſtep lower or higher upon the 
ſtairs, a bow more or leſs, and ſuch ſort of trifles. 

By what I ſee in Creſſener's letter to you, the cheapneſs of 
wine compenſates the quantity, as the cheapneſs of ſervants com- 
penſates the number that you muſt make uſe of. 

Write to your mother often, if it be but three words, to prove 
your exiſtence; for when ſhe does not hear from you, the 
knows, to a Siri: that you are dead, if not buried. 

The encloſed is a letter of the utmoſt conſequence, which I was 


defired to forward, with care and ſpeed, to the moſt ſerene Louis. 
My head is not well to-day. So Gad bleſs you! 


* Her Royal Highneſs Princeſs Mary of England, Landgravine of Heſſe. 


LETTER 
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Blackheath Au & the 16 176 
MY DEAR FRIEND, * * 6 


Hope that by this time you are pretty well ſettled at Ratiſ. 

bon, at leaſt as to the important points of the ceremonial ; 
fo that you may know to precifion,”to-whom you muſt give, and 
from whom you muſt require, the ſeine Excellence. Thoſe forma- 
lities are, no doubt, ridiculous enough in themſelyes ; but yet 
they are neceſſary for manners, and ſometimes for buſineſs ;, and 
wages would ſuffer by laying them quite aſide. 

I have lately had an attack of a new complaint, which 1 have 
wig ſuſpected that I had in my body, in a&# primo, as the pe- 
dants call it, but which 1 never felt in acta ſecundo, till laſt 
week, and that is a fit of the ſtone or oravel. It was, thank 
God, but a ſlight one; but it was dans toutes les formes - for it 
was s preceded A a pain in _ loins, which I at firſt took for fome 


= 


5 by making water Buch blacker than coffee, with a prodigious 
ſediment of gravel. I am now perfectly eaſy again, and have no 
more indications of this dreadful complaint. 

God keep you from that and deafneſs; other complaints are 
the common, and almoſt the inevitable lot 7 human nature, but 
admit of fome mitigation, God bleſs you | 
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MV EAR TREND. N 


V OU will, by this * hear from this chat Lord Fgre- 
1 mont died two days ago of an apoplexy ; 3 which, from 
his figure, and the conſtant plethora he lived in, was reaſonably to 
be expected. Lou will aſk me, who is to be Secretary i in his 
room; to which I anſwer, that I do not know. I ſhould gueſs D 
Lord Sandwich, to be ſucceeded in the Admiralty by Charles 
Townſhend ; unleſs the Duke of Bedford, who ſeems to have taken 

to himſelf the department of Europe, ſhould have a mind to it. 

This event may perhaps produce others; but, till this happened, 

every thing was in a ſtate of inaction, and abſolutely nothing was 

done. Before the next ſeſſion, this chaos muſt neceſſarily take 

ſome form, either by a new jumble of its own atoms, or by mix- 

ing them with the more efficient ones of the Oppoſition. 

1 ſee by the news- papers, as well as by your letter, that the 
difficulties ſtill ſubſiſt about your ceremonial at Ratiſbon; ſhould: 

they, from pride and folly, prove inſuperable, and obſtruct your 

real buſineſs, there is one expedient, which may perhaps remove 

_ difficuſtics, and which I have often known practiſed ; but which 

I believe our people here know nothing of : it is, to have the / 
character of Minifer, only, in your oſtenſible title, and that ß 
Envoy Extraordinary in your pocket, to produce occaſionally, 
eſpecially if you ſhould be ſent to any of the EleQtors in your 
neighbourhood: or elſe, in any tranſactions that you may have, in 
which your title of Envoy Extraordinary may create great diffi- 
culties, to have a reverſal given you, declaring, that the tempo 
rary ſuſ] penſion of that character, ne donneva pas la moindre 
6 | atteints 
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 atteinte ni d vos droits ni d vos pretenfions. As for the reſt, divert 


yourſelf as well as y - and eat = drink as Frente as you can : 
and ſo God bleſs you 


* X Pena E, By cxl VIII. 
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| REAT news. The King fent 101 Mr. Pitt, laſt . 
aud the conference: laſted a full hour: on the Monday 
following, another conference, which laſted much longer; and 
yeſterday a third, longer than either. [You take for granted, that 
the treaty was concluded and ratified ; no ſuch matter, for this laſt . 
conference broke it intirely off; a7 Mr. Pitt and Lord Temple 
went yeſterday evening to their reſpective country houſes. Would 
you know what it broke off upon, you muſt aſk the news-mongers, 
and the coffee - houſes; who, I dare ſay, know it all very minutely; 
but I, who am not apt to know any thing that I do not know, 
honeſtly and humbly confeſs, that I cannot tell you; probably 
one party aſked too much, and the other would grant too little. 
However, the King's dignity was not, in my mind, much con- 
ſulted, by their making him ſole Plenipotentiary of a treaty, which 
they were not, in all events, determined to conclude. It ought 
ſurely to have been begun by ſome inſerior agent, and his Majeſty 
ſhould only have appeared in rejecting or ratifying it. Lewis the 
XIVth never fat down before a ons perſon, _ was not ſure 
to be taken. 14 f | | * 

However, ce au 90 differe neſt No PIR fs this matter 
muſt be taken up again, and concluded before the meeting of the 
Parliament, and probably upon more diſadvantageous terms to 
the dealer Miniſters, who have e admitted, by this late 
Wa 4 negotiation, 


8 Wa enemies have loudly. proclaimed, that 
they are not able to carry on affairs: ſo. much die re Politicu. 

I have at laſt done the beſt office that can be done, to mot 
married people; that is, I have fixed the ſeparation between my 
brother and his wife; and the definitive Treaty of peace will be 
proclaimed in boat a fortnight; : for the only ſolid and laſting 
peace, between Aa man and his wife, is, doubtleſs, a ſeparation. 


God bleſs you! I 
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Blackheath, wa the goth, 176 * 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


OU will have known, long before this, from the office, chat 
the departments are not caſt as you wiſhed ; for Lord 
Halifax, as ſenior, had, of courſe, his choice, and choſe: the 
Southern, upon account of the Colonies. The Miniftry, ſuch as 
it is, is now ſettled en attendant mieux; but, in my opinion, can 
not, as they are, meet the enk. 
The only, and all the efficient people they have, are in the 
Houſe of Lords; for, ſince Mr. Pitt has firmly engaged Charles 
Townſhend to him, there is not a man, of the Court fide, in the 


to call a coach. Lord B*** js certainly playing un deſſous de 
cartes, and I ſuſpect that it is with Mr, Pitt ; but what that a 
is, I do not know, though all the coffee-houſes do moſt exactly. 


ennui, but it gives you time enough too for better things; I mean, 
reading uſeful books; and, what is ſtill more uſeful, converſing 
with yourſelf ſome part of every . Lord Shafteſbury recom- 
Vol, II. wh 30 | © mends 
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Houſe of Commons, who has either abilities or words enough 


The preſent. inaction, I believe, gives you leiſure enough for 
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mends ſelf. oonverſation to all authors; and I would recommend 
it to all men; they would be the better for it. Some people 
have not time, wr fewer have inclination, to enter into that con- 
verſation; nay, very many dread it, and fly to the moſt trifling 

diſſipations, in order to ayoid it ;, but if a man would allot half 
an hour eyery night, for this ſelf- converſation, and recapitulate 
with himſelf whatever he has done, right or wrong, in the courſe 
of the day, he would be both the better and the wiſer for it. 
My deafneſs gives me more than ſufficient time for ſelf-converſa- 
tion ; and I have found great advantages from it. My brother, 
and Lady Stanhope, are at laſt finally parted. I was the nego- 
tiator between them; and had ſo much trouble in it, that 1 
would much rather negotiate the moſt- difficult point of the jus 
publicum Sacri Romani Imperii, with the whole Diet of Ratiſ- 
bon, than negotiate any point with any woman. If my brother 
had had ſome of thoſe ſelf-converſations, which I recommend, 
he would not, I believe, at paſt faxty, with a crazy, battered con- 
ſtitution, and deaf into the bargain, have married a young girl, 
Juſt turned of twenty, full of health, and conſequently of deſires. 
But who takes warning by the fate of others? This perhaps, 
proceeds from a negligence of ſelf-converſation. God, bleſs you |! 


* E T . 


8 Blackheath, Ogober the 17th, 1763. 
W, 


H E laſt mail brought me your letter of the ad inſtant, as 
the former had brought me that of the 25th paſt. I did 
83 that you would be ſent for over, for the firſt day of the 
ſeſſion; as I never knew a ſtricter muſter, and no furlows 
allowed. L am very ſorry for * for the reaſons you hint at; but, 


babe, | 


TO HIS s O N. * 


however, you did very prudently, in doing 4 . grace, what 
you could not help ding : and let that be your rule in every 
thing, for the reſt of your life. Avoid diſigreeable things, as 
much as, by dexterity, you can; but when they are unavoidable, 
do them with ſeeming willingneſs and alactity. Though this jour- 
ney is iſl-timed for you in many reſpects, yet, in point of finances, 
you will be a gainer by it upon the whole; for, depend upon it, 
they will keep you here till the very laſt day of the ſeſſion ; and 
I ſuppoſe you have ſold your horfes, and diſmiſſed ſome of your 
ſervants. T hough they ſeem to apprehend the firſt day of the 
ſeſſion ſo much, in my opinion, their danger will be much 
oreater in the courts of it. | 
When you are at Paris, you will of courſe wait upon Lord 
Hertford, and defire him to preſent you to the King; at the 
ſame time make my compliments to him, and thank him for the 
very obliging meſſage he left at my houſe in town; and tell him, 
that, had I received it in time from thence, I would have come to 
town on purpoſe to have returned it in perſon. If there are any 
new little books at Paris, pray bring them me. I have already 
Voltaire's Zelis dans le Bain, his Droit du Seigneur, and Olymipie. 
Do not forget to call once at Madame Monconſeil's, and as often 
as you pleaſe at Madame du Pin's. Au revoir. 


Ä 
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Bath, November che 24th, 1763. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 
Arrived here, as you (uppole i in your letter, laſt Sunday ; but 

after the worſt day's journey I ever had in my life: it ſnowed 
and froze that whole morning, and in the evening it rained. 


302 Wes Lud 
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and thawed, which made the roads fo llippery, that I was ſix 
hours coming poſt from the Devizes, which is but eighteen miles 
from hence; ſo that, but for the name of coming poſt, I might 
as well have "walked on foot, I have not yet quite got over my 
laſt violent attack, and am weak and flimay. 

J have now drank the waters but three days; fo that, without 
a miracle, I cannot yet expect much alteration, and I do not in 
the leaſt expect a miracle. If they proved /es eaux de Jouvence to 
me, that would be a miracle indeed; but, as the late Pope 
Lambertini ſaid, Frd noi, gli miracoli ſono paſſati gia um pexmno. 
I have ſeen Harte, who inquired much after you: he is de- 
jected and diſpirited, and thinks himſelf much worſe than he is, 
though he has really a tendency to the jaundice. I have yet 
ſeen nobody elſe, nor do I know who here is to be ſeen; for 1 
have not yet exhibited myſelf to public view, except at the pump, 
which, at the time I go toit, is the moſt private place i in Bath. 

After all the fears and hopes, occaſioned ſeverally by the meeting 
of the Parliament, in my opinion, it will prove a very eaſy ſeſſion. 
Mr. Wilkes is univerſally given up; and if the Miniſters them- 
ſelves do not wantonly raiſe difficulties, I think they will meet 


with none. A majority of two hundred is a great anodyne. 
Adieu! God bleſs you. 


— — 
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Bath, December the 3d, 1763. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


AST poſt brought me your letter of the 29th paſt. - I ſup- 
| pole C— T let off his ſpeech upon the Princeſs's 
portion, chiefly to ſhow that he was of the n; for other- 


19 wiſe, 


T0 HIS SO NR. 8 
wiſe, the point was not debatable, unleſs 'as to the quantum, 
againſt which ſomething might be faid ; for the late Princeſs of 
Orange (who was the eldeſt daughter of? a King) had no more, 
and her two ſiſters but half, if I am not miſtaken, 

It is a great mercy that Mr. Wilkes, the intrepid defender 
of our rights and liberties, is out of danger, and may live to fight 
and write again in ſupport of them; and it is no leſs a mercy, that 
God hath raifed up the Earl of 8— to vindicate and promote true 
religion and morality. Theſe two blcilmge wall Juſthy n. an 
epocha in the annals of this country. 

I have delivered your meſſage to Harte, 'who waits with 
impatience for your letter. He is very happy now in having free 
acceſs to all Lord Craven's papers, which, he ſays, give him great 
lights into the bellum tricennale; the old Lord Craven having been 
the profeſſed and valourous knight errant, and perhaps ſomething 
more, to the Queen of Bohemia; at leaſt, like Sir Peter Pride, he 
had the honour of fpending great part of his eſtate f in her _ 
n 

J am by no means right yet; I am very weak and imzy ſtill; 
but the Doctor aſſures me, that ſtrength and ſpirits will return; 
if they do, lucro apponam, J will make the beſt of them; if 
they do not, I will not make their want ftill worſe, by griev- 
ing and regretting them. I have lived long enough, and ob- 
ſerved enough, to eſtimate moſt things at their intrinſic, and 
not their imaginary value; and at ſeventy, I find nothing much 
worth either defiring or ning: But theſe reflections, which ſuit 
with ſeventy, would be greatly premature at two-and-thirty. 80 
make the beſt of your time, enjoy the preſent hour; 3 but memor 
ultime. God bleſs you | 
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| | Bath, December FI 18th, 1763 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Received your letter this morning, in which you reproach me 
with not having written to you this week. The reaſon was, 
that I did not know what to write. There is that ſameneſs in my 
life here, that every day is ſtill but as the fin. I ſee very few 
people ; and, in the literal ſenſe of the word, I hear nothing. 
Mr. L— and Mr. C— I hold to be two very ingenious men; 
and your image of the two men ruined, one by loſing his law-ſuit, 

and the other by carrying it, is a very juſt one. To be ſure they 
felt in themſelves uncommon talents for buſineſs and ſpeaking, 
which were to reimburſe them. 

Harte has a great poetical work to publiſh, before. it Pak long ; j 
he has ſhown me ſome parts of it. He had intitled it Emblems; 
but I perſuaded him to alter that name, for two reaſons: the firſt 
was, becauſe they were not emblems, but fables: the ſecond 
was, that, if they had been emblems, Quarles had degraded and 
vilified that name, to ſuch a degree, that it is impoſſible to make 
uſe of it after him ; ſo they are to be called fables, though moral 
tales would, in my mind, be the propereſt name. If you aſk me 
what I think of thoſe I have ſeen, I muſt ſay that ſunt plura bona, 
gquedam mediocria, et quedam. —— 
| Your report of future changes, I cannot think is wholly ground- 
leſs : for it ſtill runs ſtrongly in my head, that the mine, we talked 
of, will be ſprung, at, or before the end of the ſeſſion. 

I have got a little more ſtrength, but not quite the ſtrength of 
Hercules; ſo that I will not undertake, like him, fifty nen, ; 
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in one „ gh; b I really believe that I could not n chem. 
So — night, and God bleſs you 


L ET T E R civ. 


| Bath, December the 24th, 1763. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Confeſs I was a good deal ſurpriſed at your preſſing me ſo 

ſtrongly to influence parſon Roſenhagen, when you well 
know. the reſolution I had made ſeveral years ago, and which L 
have ſcrupulouſly obſerved ever ſince, not to concern myſelf, di- 
rectly or indirectly, in any party political conteſt whatſoever. - Let 
parties go to loggerheads, as much and as long as they pleaſe; I 
will neither endeavour to part them, nor take the part of either; 
for I know them all too well. But you ſay, that Lord Sand- 
wich has been remarkably civil and kind to you. I am very glad. 
of it; and he can by no means impute to you my obſtinacy, 
folly, or philoſophy ;. call it what you pleaſe: you may with. 
great truth aſſure him, that you did all you could to. obey his 
commands, 

I am ſorry to find that you are out of order, but 1 hope it is 
only a cold; ſhould it be any thing more, pray conſult Dr. Maty, 
who did you ſo much good in your laſt illneſs, when the great me- 
dicinal Mattadores did you rather harm. I have found a Mon- 
fieur Dia foirus here, Dr. Moiſy, who has really done me a great 
deal of good; and I am ſure I wanted. it a great deal, when I 
came here firſt. I have recovered ſome ſtrength, and a. little 
more will give me as much as I can make uſe of. 

Lady Brown, whom I ſaw yeſterday, makes you many compli- 
ments: 
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ments: and 1 6th, you a merry ne. and a good night. 
Adieu. : 


LETTER wv. 
Ie, | | - 
| Bath, December the 31ſt, 1763. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, © 
REVENK OP wrote me word, by the laſt poſt, that you 
G were laid up with the gout ; but I much queſtion it ; that is, 
whether it is the gout or not. Your laſt illneſs, before you went 
abroad, was pronounced the gout, by the ſkilful ; and proved at 
laſt a mere rheumatiſm, Take care that the ſame miſtake is not 
made this year ; and that, by giving-you ſtrong and hot medicines 
to throw out the gout, they do not inflame the 8 if it 
be one. 0 
MI. Wilkes has imitated ſome of the great men of antiquity, 
by going into voluntary exile : it was his only way of defeating 
both his creditors and his proſecutors. Whatever his friends, if 
he has any, give out of his returning ſoon, I will anſwer for it, 
that it will be a long time before that /o comes. 
I have been much out of order theſe four days, of a violent 
cold ; which I do not know how I got, and which obliged me 
to filed drinking the waters: but is now ſo much better, that 
I propole reſuming them for this week, and paying my court to 
you in town on Monday or Tueſday ſevennight ; : but this is /u6 
ſpe rati only. God bleſs you | 


LETTER 
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Blackheath, July the 2oth, 1964. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 
J Have this moment received your letter of the 3d, from 
Prague, but I never received that which you mention from 
Ratiſbon ; this made me think you in ſuch rapid motion, that 

I did not know where to take aim. I now ſuppoſe that you are 
arrived, though not yet ſettled, at Dreſden ; your audiences and 
formalities are, to be ſure, over, and chat is great eaſe of mind 

to you. 

I have no political events to acquaint you with; the ſummer is 

not the ſeaſon for them, they ripen only in winter; great ones 

are expected immediately before the meeting of Parliament, 

but that, you know, is always the language of fears and hopes. 
However, I rather believe that there will be ſomething patched 

up between the ins and the outs. 

The whole ſubject of converſation, at preſent, is the Death 

and Will of Lord Bath: he has left above twelve hundred thou- \ 
ſand pounds in land and money, four hundred thouſand pounds 

in caſh, ſtocks, and mortgages ; his own eſtate, in land, was im- 
proved to fifteen thouſand pounds a year, and the Bradford eſtate, 1. 1 
which he * *, is as much; both which, at only five - and - twenty / 5 
years purchaſe, amount to "eight hundred thouſand pounds ; and 

all this he has left to his brother, General Pulteney, and in his 

own diſpoſal, though he never loved him. The legacies he has 

left are trifling, for, in truth, he cared for nobody ; the words \ 

give and begueath were too ſhocking to him to repeat, and ſo he 

left all, in one word, to his- brother. The public, which was long 

Yor. . 3 ”  _ 
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the dupe of his fimulation and diſnmulation, begins to explain 
upon him; and draws ſuch a a picture of him as I gave you 
long ago. 

Your late Secretary has been with me dis or four times; 
he wants ſomething or another, and it ſeems all one to him what, 
whether civil or military; in plain Engliſh, he wants bread. He 
has knocked at the doors of ſome of the Miniſters, but to no pur- 
poſe. I wiſh with all my heart that F could help him: I told: 
him fairly that I could: not, but adviſed him. to find ſome channel 
to Lord B'* *®, which, though a Scotchman, he told me he could: 
not. He brou at a packet of letters from the office to you, 
which I made him feal up; and I keep it for vou, as 1 ſuppoſe it 
makes up the ſeries of your Ratiſbon letters. 

As for me, E am juſt what I was when you left me, that is, 
nobody. Old age ſteals upon me inſenſibly. I grow weak and 
decrepit; but do not ſuffer, and ſo .I am content. 

Forbes brought me four books of yours, two of which were 
Bielefeldt's letters; in which, to my knowlege, there are many no- 
torious lies. 

Make my compliments to Comte Einſiedel, aha. I love: and 
honour much; and ſo good night to ſeine Excellence. 


Now our correſpondence. may be more regular, and I ex- 
pect a letter from you every fortnight. I will be regular: 
on. my part: but write oftener to your mater, if it be- 
| but three line. 


LETTER 


TO HIS $0N. 
LETTER CLVIL 


MY DEAR FRIEN D, 


Received, two days apo, your letter of the 11th, from 

Dreſden, where I am very glad that you are ſafely arrived 
at laſt, The prices of the neceſſaries of life are monſtrous there; 
and I do not conceive how the poor natives ſubſiſt at all, after 
having been ſo long and ſo often plundered by their own as well 


Blackheath, July the 27th, 1764. 


as by other Sovereigns. 


As for procuring you either the title or the appointments 3 
Plenipotentiary, I could as ſoon procure them from the Turkiſh 
as from the Engliſh Miniſtry ; and, in truth, 1 believe they have 


it not to give. 

Now to come to your Civil Liſt, if one may compare ſmall 
things with great. I think I have found out a better refreſhment for 
it than you propoſe ; for, to-morrow, I ſhall ſend to your caſhier, 
Mr. Larpent, five hundred pounds at once, for your uſe, which, 
I preſume, is better than by quarterly payments ; and I am very 
apt to think, that, next Midſummer-day, he will have the ſame 
ſum, and for the ſame uſe, conſigned to him. 

It is reported here, and I believe not without ſome foundation, 
that the Queen of H ungary has acceded to the Family Compact 
between France and Spain; if ſo, I am ſure it behoves us to 


form in time a counter alliance, of at leaſt equal ſtrength ; which 1 


could eafily point out, but which, I fear, is not thought of here. 
The rage of marrying is very prevalent ; ſo that there will be 
probably a great crop of cuckolds next winter, who are at preſent 
only cacus en herbe. It will contribute to population, and fo far 
3P 2 mult 
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muſt be allowed to be a public benefit. LordG—, Mr. B—, and Mr. 
D——, are, in this reſpect, very meritorious ; for they have all 
married handſome women, without one ſhilling fortune. Lord 
muſt indeed take ſome pains to arrive at that dignity ; but 
I dare ſay he will bring it about, by the help of ſome young Scotch 
or Iriſh officer. Good night, and God bleſs you ! 


L E TT E R VIII. 


* September the 3d, 1764. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, | 
I Have received your letter of the 1 3th paſt. I ſee that your 


complete arrangement approaches, and you need not be in 
a hurry to give entertainments, ſince ſo few others do. 
Comte Flemming is the man in the world the beſt calculated to 
retrieve the Saxon finances, which have been all this century ſquan- 
dered and laviſhed with the moſt abſurd profuſion: he has certainly 
abilities, and, I believe, integrity; I dare anſwer for him, that 
the gentleneſs and flexibility of his temper will not prevail. with 
| him to yield to the importunities of craving and petulant applica- 
tions. I ſee in him another Sully; and therefore I wiſh he 
were at the head of our finances. 


France and Spain both inſult us, and we take it too tamely: for 
this is, in my opinion, the time for us to talk high to them. France, 
I am perfuaded, will not quarrel with us, till it has got a Navy 
at leaft equal to ours, which cannot be theſe three or four years, 
at ſooneſt ; and then, indeed, I believe, we ſhall hear of ſome- 
thing or other therefore, this is the moment for us to ſpeak. 
loud, and \ we "ſhall be feared, if we do not ſhow that we fear. 


Here 


vp + 2 0 Hrs 3 0 K. +. 
lere is no domeſtic news of chan ges and chances in the poli- 
tical world; which, like oyſters, are only in feaſon in the R 
months, when the Parliament fits, T think there will be ſome 
= but of what kind, God knows. © 

| Thave received a book for you, and one for enyſelf from Harte, 
% is upon Agriculture, and will ſurprize you, as, I confeſs, 
it did me. This work is not only in Engliſh, but good and ele- 
gant Engliſh ; he has even ſcattered graces upon his ſubject; and, 
in proſe, has come very near Virgil's Georgics in verſe. I have 
written to him, to congratulate his happy transformation. As ſoon 
as J can find an opportunity, I will ſend you your copy. You 
(though no Agricola) will read it with pleaſure. | 
I I know Mackenzie, whom you mention. C' un delie, ſed cave, 
Make mine and Lady Cheſterfield's compliments to Comte et 
Comteſle Flemming: and ſo, Dieu vous are en ſa ſainte garde. * 


LETT BK Cunt 


| | Blackheath, September the 14th, 1764. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 
EST ERDAV I received your letter of the zeth paſt, 


fent you the day after I had received your former; you have 
had no great loſs of it, for, as I told you in my laſt, this inactive 
ſcaſon of the year fupplies no materials for a letter ; the winter 


may, and probably will, produce an abundant crop, but of what 


grain, I neither know, gueſs, nor care. I take it for granted, 
that Lord B* * * /urnagera encore, but by the aſſiſtance of what 


bladders. or cork-waiſtcoats, God only En. The death of 


poor 


by which I find that you had not then got mine, which F- 
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poor Mr. Legge, che epileptic fits of the Duke of Devonſhire, "fab 


which he is gone to Aix-la-Chapelle, and the advanced age of the 


Duke of Newcaſtle, feem to facilitate an Ne if Mr, 
Pitt and Lord Bute are inclined to it. 

You aſk me what I think of the death * poor Iwan, and of 
the perſon who ordered it. You may remember that I often 
laid, ſhe would murder or marry him, or probably both; ſhe 
has choſen the ſafeſt alternative; and has now completed las cha- 
racter of femme forte, above ſcruples and heſitation. If Machiavel 
were alive, ſhe would probably be his Heroine, as Ceſar Borgia 
was his Hero. Women are all ſo far Machiavelians, that they are 
never either good or bad by halves; their paſſions are too ſtrong, 
and. their reaſon too weak, to do any thing with moderation. 
She will, perhaps, meet, before it is long, with ſome Scythian 
as free from prejudices as herſelf. If there is one Oliver Crom- 
yell in the three zegiments of guards, he will probably, for the 
fake of his dear country, depoſe and murder her: for that is one 
and the ſame thing in Ruſſia. 

' You ſeem now to be ſettled, and Sten nippè at Dreſden, Four 
| ſedentary footmen, and one running one, font Equipage lefte. 
The German ones will give you, ſeine Excellence; and the F rench 
ones, if you have any, Monſeigneur. 

My own health varies, as uſual, but never deviates into good. 


God bleſs you, and ſend you better! 


? 


g 4 % «© =- R 1 N - : y 
4 | * , 1 : .% « a N N þ 4 1 ' 
- - - | * © p 4 9 
1 F \ * p " 1 4 
” \ . - 5 & ; A > * 4 , : . 
„ | . | 
- - = * = 1 * . N pr 
* BS. , 8 — * 1 1 P - 
" —_— * PF, 4 4 J : C "= * 9 . 2 1 * — 0 - 
17 .* 2 9 ” 4 * . * 7 * N - * — * = 
9 3 0 F 2 1 : , 8 # * 5 1 „ 
7 9 — — - : : . F Y N 9 9 ® 6 ,*S '* | * 
60 
> 4 | lf R 9 - ' ” 
"7 * 
- - * 
| . 82 8 *% 2 
4 S of 


6 . » © 4 


'L E 1 1 E. R "I 


Blackheath, 0 
MY DEAR FRIEND: Qober the 4th 17648. 


Have now your. laſt letter, of the x6th. vaſt, lying before me; 
and I gave your encloſed to Grevenkop, which has put him 
into a violent buſtle to execute your commiſſions, as well and as 
cheap as poſſible. I refer him to his own letter. He tells you 
true, as to Comteſſe Coſel's diamonds, which certainly nobody 
will buy here, unſight unſeen, as they call it; ſo many ninuties 
ooncurring, to encreaſe or leſſen the value of a diamond. Vour 
Cheſhire cheeſe, your Burton ale and beer, I charge myſelf with, 
and they. ſhall be ſent you: as ſoon as poſſible; Upon this occa- | 
ſion I will give you a piece of advice, which, by experience, I. 
know to be uſeful. In all commiſſions, whether from men or 
women, point de galanterie, bring them in your account, anl. 
be paid to the uttermoſt farthing; but if you would ſhow them 
une galanterie, let your preſent be of ſomething that is not in- 
your commiſſion, otherwiſe: you will be the Commiſſionaire banal, 
of all the women of Saxony. A propos; Who is your Comteſſe 
de Coſel ? Is ſhe daughter, or grand - daughter, of the famous 
Madame de Coſel, in King Auguſtus's s time? Is ſhe young or- old, 
ugly or handſome ?- | 
I do not wonder that people are wonderfully urpdized! at our 
tameneſs and forbearance, with regard to France and Spain. 
Spain, indeed, has lately agreed to our cutting logwood, accord- 
ing to the treaty, and ſent ſtrict orders to their Governor to allow - 
it; but you will obſerve too, that there is not one word of repa-- 
ration for the loſſes we lately ſuſtained there. But France is not- 


even ſo tractable z. it wil pay but half the money due, upon a 
2 liquidated 
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liquidated account, for the, maintenance of their priſotliers. Out 
requeſt, to have Comte d Eſtaing recalled and cenſured, they have 
abſolutely rejected, though, by the laws of war, he might be 
OP for having twice broke his parole. This does not dg 

France honour; however, I think we ſhall. be quiet, and that 
at the only time, perhaps this century, when we might, with 
ſafety, be otherwiſe; but this is nothing new, nor the firſt time, 
by many, when nativanl honour and intereſt have been ſacrificed 
to private. It has always been ſo: and one may ſay, upon this 
occaſion, what Horace fays upon another, Nam fuit ante Helenam. 

I have ſeen les Contes de Guillaume Y ade, and like moſt of 
them ſo little, that I can hardly think them Voltaire's, but 
rather the ſcraps that have fallen from his table, and been worked 
up by inferior workmen, under his name. I have not ſeen 
the other book you mention, the Dictionnaire Portatif.. It is not 
yet come over, 

4 ſhall next week go to take my winter- quarters in London, 
the weather here being very cold and damp, and not proper for 
an old, ſhattered, and cold carcaſe, like mine. In November I 


will go to the Bath, to careen myſelf for the winter, and to ſhift 
the ſcene. Good night. a 


L E T T EN MN. 


8 London, October the 19th, 1764. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, JED | 


1 RDA morning Mr. * came to me, from Lord 
Halifax, to aſk me whether I thought you would approve 


of yacating your ſeat in Parliament, during the reemainder « pt it, 


— TT. Sv | on 


ro Hrs s © mY 
upon a valuable ee meaning money. My anſwer was, 
that I really did not know your diſpoſition upon that ſubject; 
but that I knew you would be very willing, in general, to accom- 
modate them, as far as lay in your power. That your Election, to 
my knowledge, had coſt you two thouſand pounds; that this Par- 
liament had not fate above half its time ; and that, for my part, I 
approved of the meaſure well enough, provided you had an. equitable 
equivalent. I take it for granted, that you will have a letter from 
—— by this poſt, to that effect, fo that you muſt conſider what 
you will do. What I adviſe, is this; give 45 a good deal of Gal - 
banum in the firſt part of your letter. Le Galbanum ne coute rien; 
and then fay, that you are willing to do as they pleaſe z but that 
you hope an equitable conſideration will be had to the two thou- 
fand pounds, which your ſeat coft you in the preſent Parliament, 
of which not above half the term is expired. Moreover, that you 
take the liberty to remind them, that your being ſent for from 
Ratiſbon, laſt ſeſſion, when you were juſt ſettled there, put you to 
the expence of three or four hundred pounds, for which you were 
allowed nothing ; and that, therefore, you hope they will not 
think one thouſand pounds too much, conſidering all theſe cir- 
cumſtances; but that, in all events, you will do whatever they 
defire, Upon the whole, I think this propoſal advantageous to 
you, as you probably will not make uſe of your ſeat this Parlia- 
ment; and further, as it will ſecure you from another unpaid 
journey from Dreſden, in caſe they meet, or fear to meet, with 
difficulties in any enſuing ſeſſion of the preſent Parliament. 


Whatever one muſt do, one ſhould do de bonne grace. Dixi. God 
bleſs you 
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| Bath, November the oth, 1764. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
Am much concerned at the account you gave me of yourſelf, 
in your laſt letter. There is to be ſure, at ſuch a town as 
Dreſden, at leaſt ſome one very ſkilful phy ſician ; whom I hope 
you have conſulted ; and 1 would have you acquaint him with 
all your ſeveral attacks of this nature, from your great one at 
Laubach, to your late one at Dreſden : tell him too, that, in your 
laſt illneſs in England, the phyſicians miſtook - your caſe, and 
treated it as the gout, till Maty came; who treated it as a rheuma- 
tiſm, and cured you. In my own opinion, you have never had 
the gout, but always the rheumatiſm ; which, to my knowledge, 
is as painful as the gout can poſſibly be, and ſhould be treated in 
a quite different way ; that is, by cooling medicines and regimen, 
inſtead of thoſe inflammatory cordials which they always admini- 
fer, where they. ſuppoſe the gout, to keep it, as r lay, out of 
the ſtomach. 
I have been here now juſt a week ; but have hitherto drank fo 
little of the water, that I can neither fel well nor ill of it. The 
number of people in this place is infinite; but very few whom 
I know. Harte ſeems ſettled here for life. He is not well, that 
is certain; but not ſo ill neither as he thinks himſelf, or at leaſt 
would be thought. 
I long for your anſwer to my laſt Wir containing a certain 
propoſal, which by this time, I ſuppoſe, has been made you, and 
which, in the main, I approve of your accepting. 
God bleſs you, my dear friend, and ſend you better health! 
Adieu, _ WW 4 ' 
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My DEAR FRIEND, 


0 U R laſt letter, of the 5th, gave me as much pleaſure a as. 
your, former had given me uneaſineſs; and Larpent's $_ ac 
knowledgement of his negligence frees you from thoſe ſuſpicions, 
which 1 own I did entertain, and which I believe every one 
would, in the ſame concurrence of circumſtances, have enter- 
tained, So much for that. 

You may depend upon what I promiſed you, before Midſummer 
next, at fartheſt, and at leaſh. | Ke. 

All I can ſay of the affair between you, of the Corbs Diplma- 
tique, and the Saxon Miniſters, i is, gue voila bien du bruit pour une 
ommelette au lard. It will moſt certainly be ſoon made up; and 
in that negotiation ſhow yourſelf as moderate and healing as your 
inſtructions from hence will allow, eſpecially to Comte Flemming. 

The King of Pruſſia, I believe, has a mind to inſult him Perſonally, 
as an old enemy, or elſe to quarrel with Saxony, that dares not 
quarrel with him; but ſome of the Corps Diplomatique here, aſſure 
me, it is only a pretence to recall his Envoy, ang to ſend, when 
matters ſhall be made up, a little Secretary ors a moins de fraix, 
as he does now to Paris and London. 

Comte Brühl is much in faſhion here; I like him mightily ; be 
has very much le ten de la bonne compagnie. Poor Schrader died 
laſt Saturday vithout Ng leaft pip © or r ſickneſs, Ged bleſs yo | 


London, February the 6th, I * f 
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in April the 22d, 1765. 
My DEAR FRIEND, 


HE day before yeſterday I received your letter of the 3d 
inſtant. I find that your important affair of the Ceremo- 
nial is adjuſted at laſt, as I foreſaw it would be. Such inuties 
are often laid hold on as a pretence, for Powers who have a mind 
to quarrel; but are never tenaciouſly inſiſted upon, where there 
is neither intereſt nor inclination to break. Comte Flemming, 
though a hot, is a wiſe man; and I was ſure would not break, 
both with England and . upon ſo trifling a point, eſpeci- 
ally during a minority. A propos of a minority; the King is to 
come to the Houſe to-morrow, to recommend a bill to ſettle a 
Regency, in cafe of his demiſe while his ſucceſſor is a minor, 
Upon the King's late illneſs, which was no trifling one, the 
whole nation cried out aloud for ſuch a bill, for reaſons which 
will readily occur to you, who know ſituations, perſons, and cha- 
racters, here. I do not know the particulars of this intended bill; 
but I with it may be copied exactly from that which was paſſed 
in the late King's time, when the preſent King was a minor. 1 
am ſure there cannot be a better. 1 
Vou inquire about Monſieur de Guerchy's affair; and I will 
give you as ſuccin an account as I can, of ſo extraordinary and 
perplexed a tranſaction; but without giving you my own opinion 
of it, by the common poſt. You know what paſſed at firſt between 
Mr. de Guerchy and Monſieur D'Eon, in which, both our Mini- 
ſters and Monſieur de Guerchy, from utter inexperience in buſi- 
reels, puzzled themſelves into diſagreeable difficulties, About th ree 
WES 3 or 
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or four months ago, Monſieur du Vergy publiſhed, in a brochure, 

a parcel of letters, from himſelf, to the Duc de Choiſeul; in 
which he poſitively aſſerts, that Monſieur de Guerchy prevailed 
with him (Vergy) to come over into England to aſſaſſinate D' Eon; 
the words are, as well as I remember, que ce n etoit pas pour ſe 
fer vir de ſa plume, mais de ſon Epee, qu on le demandoit en Angles 
terre. 'Uhis accuſation of aſſaſſination, you may imagine, ſhocked 
Monſieur de Guerchy, who complained bitterly to our Miniſters ; 
and they both puzzled on for ſome time, without doing any 
thing, becauſe they did not know what to do. At laſt du 
Vergy, about two months ago, applied himſelf to the Grand Jury 
of Middleſex, and made oath, that Mr. de Guerchy had hired. him 
(du Vergy) to aſſaſſinate D' Eon. Upon this depoſition, the Grand 
Jury found a bill of intended murder againſt Monſieur de 
Guerchy ; which bill, however, never came to the Petty Jury. 
The King granted a zoli proſequi in favour of Monſieur de Guer- 
chy ; and the Attorney General is actually proſecuting du Vergy. 
Whether the King can grant a zoli proſequi in a criminal caſe, 
and whether 4e Droit des gens extends to criminal caſes, are two 
points which employ our domeſtic politicians, and the whole 
Corps Diplomatique. Enfin, to uſe a very coarle and vulgar ſaying, 
il ya de la merde au bout du baton, quelque part. 

I ſee and hear theſe ſtorms from ſhore, ſuave mari magno, &c. 
I enjoy my own ſecurity and tranquillity, together with better 
health than I had reaſon to expect, at my age, and with my con- 
ſtitution : however, I feel a gradual decay, though a gentle one; 
and I think that I ſhall not tumble, but ſlide gently to the bottom 
of the hill of life. When that will be, I neither know nor care, 
for I am very weary. God bleſs you | 

Mallet died, two days ago, of a diarrhoea, which he had car- 
ried with him to France, and brought back again hither, _ 
| LETTER 


486... LORD CHESTERFIELD*' LETT ERS 


: 
4 


en 1009 © (4650 ail end! en fol 9vert oY" 
* „Hool "A" 019 *r 15 3 1g. live lr | 
| g e Wr E K een. 1 Ot. W. 


„inne Nr! 181˙ 0 10 ga 


8 * | Blackheath, July ho 2d, * 
MY DEAR FRIEND, "og 


"I, 


Have this moment received your letter of the 22d paſt; and 
I delayed anſwering your former, in daily, or rather hourly 
expectation of informing you of the birth of a new Miniſtry ; but 
in vain; for, after a thouſand conferences, all things remain till 
in the ſtate which I deſcribed to you in my laſt, Lord S. has, 
I believe, given you a pretty true account of the preſent ſtate 
of things; but my Lord is much miſtaken, I-am perſuaded, 
when he ſays, that he King has thought proper to re-eſtabliſh his 
old ſervants in the management of his affairs; for he ſhows them 
all the public diſlike poſſible ; and, at his levee, hardly ſpeaks to 
any of them ; but ſpeaks by the hour to any body elſe. Confe- 


rences, in the mean time, go on, of which it is eaſy to gueſs the 
main ſubject, but impoſſible, for me at leaſt, to know the par- 


ticulars ; but this I. will venture to prophecy, that the whole 
will Gon center in Mr. Pitt. 


Vou ſeem not to know the character of the Queen; here it is 
She | is a good woman, a good wife, a tender mother; and an 
unmeddling Queen. The King loves her as a woman; but, I 
verily believe, has never yet ſpoke one word to her about buſineſs. 
1 have now told you all that I know of theſe affairs; which, 
| believe, is as much as any body elſe knows, who is not in the 
fecret, In the mean time, you eaſily gueſs, that ſurmiſes, con- 
jectures, and reports, are infinite; and if, as they ſay, truth is 


but one, one million, at leaſt, of theſe reports mult be falle; 3 for 
— differ exccedingly. 
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Fou have loſt a an honeſt ſervant, by the death « 4 poor Louis; 
1 would adviſe you to take a clever young Saxon in his room, of 
| whoſe character you may get authentic teſtimonies ; inſtead of 
ſending for one to France, whoſe character you can only know 
from far. 0% ge 
When I hear more,. I will write more; «ll when, God 
bleſs you! | 7 
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Blackheath, Jul the I th, I *% 
MY DEAR FRIEND, J n , 7 5 


Told you in my laſt,, that you ſhould heir from, « me again, 
as ſoon as I had any thing more to write; and now I bave 
too much to write, therefore will refer you to the Gazette, and 
the office letters, for all that has been done; and adviſe you 
to ſuſpend your opinion, as I do, about all that is to be done. 
Many more changes are talked of; but fo idly, and variouſly, 
that I give credit to none of them. There has been pretty clean 
fweeping already; and I do not remember, in my time, to have 
ſeen ſo much at once, as an entire new Board of Treaſury, and 
two new Secretaries-of State, cum multis altis, Oc. Td 1 
Here is a new political arch almoſt built, but of materials of 
ſo different a nature, and without a key- ſtone, that it does not, 
in my opinion, indicate either ſtrength or duration. It will cer- 
tainly require repairs, and a key-ſtone, next winter ; and that key- 
ſtone will and muſt neceflatily be Mr. Pitt. It is true, he 
might have been that key-ſtone now; and would have accepted 


it, but not without Lord Temple's conſent ; and. Lord Temple 
3 poſitively 


- 
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poſitively refuſed. There was evidently ſome trick in this, but 
what, is paſt my conjecturing. Davus ſum non Oedipus. 

There is a manifeſt interregnum in the Treaſury ; for I do 
ſuppoſe that Lord Rockingham and Mr. Dowdeſwell will not 
think proper to be very active. General Conway, who is your 

Secretary, has certainly parts, at leaſt equal to his buſineſs, 
which I dare ſay he will apply to. The ſame may be faid, I 
believe, of the Duke of Grafton; and indeed there is no magic 
requiſite for the executive part of thoſe employments, The 
miniſterial part is another thing ; they muſt ſcramble with their 
fcllow-ſervants, for power and favour, as well as they can, Foreign 
affairs are not ſo much as mentioned, and, I verily believe, not 
thought of. But, ſurely, ſome counterbalance would be neceſſary 
to the Family Compact; and, if not ſoon contracted, will be too 


late. God bleſs you! 


 LLT Tk 3 an 


| Blackheath, Auguſt the 17th, 176g. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


OU are now two letters in my debt; and I fear the gout 
has been the cauſe of your contracting that debt, When 
you are not able to write yourſelf, let your Secretary ſend me two 
or three lines, to acquaint me how you are. | 
You have now ſeen, by the London Gazette, what changes have 
really been made at Court; but, at the ſame time, I believe you 
have ſeen that there muſt be more, before a Miniſtry can be 
ſettled ; what thoſe will be, God knows; were 1 to conjecture, 
I ſhould lay, that the whole will center, before it is long, in Mr. 
. 


PIR et e 
Pitt and &, the preſent being ar helergedrous lt, of Youth 
and caducity, Whieh cannot be efficient. 
Charles Townſiend calls the preſent, 4" Tuteſting Made ; 
fit only for the ſummer. The next ſeſſion will be not only a 
warm, but a viclent one; as you will eaſily judge, it 55 Took 
2 names of the in. and of the of es. 1505 
1 feel this beginning of the autumn, which is ready very 
ald the leaves are withered, fall apace, and ſeem to intimate 
that I muſt follow them; which I ſhall do without reluctance; 
being extremely weary of this . world. God blefs you, both 
in it and after it! N | 
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My DEAR FRIEND, 


Received but four days ago your letter of che 2d inſtant. J 
find by it that you are well, for you are in good ſpirits. Your 
notion of the new birth, or regeneration of the Miniſtry, is a very 
Juſt. one; and that they have not yet the true ſeal of the covenagt, 
is, 1 dare ſay; very true; at. leaſt, it is not in the poſſeſſion of 
either of the Secretaries of State, who have only the King's ſeal; 
nor do I believe (whatever his Grace may imagine) that it is even 
in the poſſeſſion of the Lord Privy Seal. I own I am loſt, in 
conſidering the preſent ſituation of affairs; different conjectures 
preſent themſelves to.my mind, but none that it can reſt upon. 
The next ſeſſion muſt neceſſarily clear up matters a good deal; 
for I believe it will be the warmeſt and moſt acrimonious one 
that has been known, ſince that of the Exciſe. T he late Mini- 
Vol. II. 3 R ſtry, 


Blackheath, Auguſt the 2 5th, 176 5. 
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ſry, the preſent Oppoſition; are determined to attack Lord B 
publicly in Parliament, and reduce the late Oppoſition, the preſent 
Miniſtry, to protect him publicly, in conſequence of their ſup- 
poſed treaty with him. En attendant mieux, the paper war is 
carried on with much fury and ſcurrility on all ſides, to the great 
entertainment of ſuch lazy and impartial people as myſelf. I do 
not know whether you have the Daily Advertiſer and the Public 
Advertiſer; in which all the political letters are inſerted, and ſome 
very well written ones on both ſides; but I know that they 
amuſe me, tant bien que mal, for an n or two every morning. 
Lord T—— is the ſuppoſed author of the pamphlet you mention; 
but I think it is above him. Perhaps his brother C— T 
who is by no means ſatisfied with the preſent arrangement, may 
have aſſiſted him privately. As to this latter, there was a good ridi- 
culous paragraph in the news-papers, two or three days ago : Ye 
bear, that the Right Honourable Mr. C 2. — is indif- 


Poſed, at his houſe in Oxfordſhire, of a pain in 245 fide ; ; Lins it is 
not ſaid in which fide. 


I do not find that the Duke of York has yet viſited you; 
if he ſhould, it may be expenſive, mais on trouvera mien. 
As for the Lady, if you ſhould be very ſharp fet for fome Engliſh 
fleſh, ſhe has it amply in her power to fupply you, if the pleaſes. 


Pray telt me, in your next, what you think of, and how you like, 
Prince Henry of —— God bleſs you * 


0 Hts s 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


tA UR great character of Prince Hay, which 1 I A to 
be a very juſt one, lowers the King of Pruſlia's a great 
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gel; and probably that is the cauſe of their being ſo ill together. 
But the King of Pruſſia, with his good parts, ſhould reflect upon 
that trite and true maxim, qui invidet minor, or Mr. de la 
Rochefoucau t's, gue J envie eft la plus baſſe de toutes les paſſions, 
puiſqu' on avoue bien des crimes, mait que perſoune 1 avoue Tenvit. 
I thank God, I never was ſenſible of that dark and vile paſſion, 
except, that formerly I have ſometimes envied a ſucceſsful rival 
But now that cauſe is warty and conſe- 


with a fine woman. 


quently the effects. 


* 


What ſhall I, or rather . can iT tell you of the political 
world here ? The late Miniſters accuſe the preſent with having 
done nothing; the preſent accuſe the late ones with having done 
much worſe than nothing. Their writers abuſe one another moſt 
ſcurgilouſly, but ſometimes with wit. I look upon this to be 
pelater en attendant partie, till battle begins in St, Stephen 8 
Chapel. How that will end, I proteſt I cannot conjecture; ; any 
farther than this, that, if Mr. Pitt does not come in to the aſſiſt- 
ance of the preſent Miniſters, they will have much to do to ſtand 


their ground. C 


'T—— will play booty; and who elfe 


have they? No body but C—3; who has only good ſenſe, but 


not the neceſſary talents nor experience, Ere ciere viros martem- 


we 


gue accendere cantu. I never remember, i in all my time, to have 
3R 2 


ſeen 
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ſeen ſo problematical a ſtate of affairs; and a man would be much 
puzzled which fide to bet on. 

Your gueſt, Miſs C——, is another problem dk. I cannot 
ſolve. She no more wanted the waters of Carlſbadt, than you 
did. Is it to ſhow the Duke of K , that he cannot live without 
her? A dangerous experiment | which may poſſibly convince 
him that he can. There is a trick, no doubt, in it; but what, 
I neither know nor care; you did very well to ſhow, her civilities, 
cela ne gdte jamais rien. 1 will goto my waters,.that, is, the 
Bath waters, in three weeks or a month, more for, the ſake of 
bathing than of drinking. The hot bath always promotes my 
perſpiration, which is ſluggiſn, and ſupples my Riff rheumatic 
limbs. D'ailleurs, I am, at preſent, as well, and better, than 1 
could reaſonably expect to be, anno ſe ny pats n. May 
Eb poke eee. n 
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" London, Occober the 25th, 1765. 
My DEAR FRIEND, 


I Received your letter of the roth ſonica; ; for 1 ſet out for 
Bath to-morrow morning, If the uſe of thoſe waters does 
me no good, the ſhifting the ſcene for ſome time will at leaſt 
amuſe me a little ; and, at my age, and with my infirmities, 


il faut faire de tout bois Herbe. Some variety 1 is as neceſſary for 
* mind, as ſome medicines are for the body. 


Niere is a total ſtagnation of politics, which I ſuppoſe, will con- 
tinue till the Parliament ſits to do buſineſs, and that will not 


be till about the middle of Janyary 3 ; for the mecting on the 17th 
3 | December 


To en WD oa. 
December is only for the ſake of ſome new writs, The late 
Miniſters threaten the preſent ones ; but the latter do not ſeem 


in the leaſt afraid of the former, ark for a very good reaſon, 
which is, that they have the diſtribution of the loaves and fiſhes, 


believe it is very certain that Mr. Pitt will never come into this 


or any other Adminiſtration ; he is abſolutely a cripple all the 
year, and in violent pain at leaſt half of it. Such phyſical ills 
are great checks to two of the ſtrongeſt paſſions, to which human 
nature is liable, love and ambition. Though I cannot perſuade 
myſelf that the . preſent Miniſtry can be long-lived, I can as 
little imagine, who or what can ſucceed, them, telle eff la 
diſette de ſujets Papables. The Duke of —— ſwears, that 
he will have Lord perſonally attacked in both Houſes ; 
but I do not ſee how, without endangering | bimſelf at the 
ſame time. 

Miſs C—— is aſely arrived 3 and her Duke is fonder of her 
than ever. It was a dangerous experiment that ſhe tried, in 
leaving him ſo long; but it ſeems ſhe knew her man. 

I pity you, for the inundation of your good countrymen, which 
overwhelms you; je ſcai ce qu en vaut laune. It is, beſides, 
expenſive; but, as I look upon the expence to be the leaſt evil of 
the two, I will ſee if a New-wyear's gift will not make it 


up. 
As I am now . 15 wing, I "will only add, Cod bleſs 


vou 


LETTER 
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Bath, November the 28th, 1765. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Have this moment received your letter of the roth. I have 
now been here near a month, bathing and drinking the waters, 
for complaints much of the ſame kind as yours; I mean pains 
in my legs, hips, and arms; whether gouty or rheumatic, God 
knows; but, I believe, both, that fight without a deciſion in 
favour of either, and have abſolutely reduced me to the miſerable 
ſituation of the Sphynx's riddle, to walk upon three legs ; that is, 
with the aſſiſtance of my ſtick, to walk, or rather hobble, very 
indifferently. I wiſh it were a declared gout, which is the 
diſtemper of a gentleman ; whereas the rheumatiſm is the 
diſtemper of a hackney-coachman or chairman, who are obliged 
to be out in all weathers and at all hours. 

I think you will do very right to aſk leave, and dare ſay you 
will eaſily get it, to go to the baths in Suabia ; that is, ſuppoſing 
that you have conſulted ſome ſkilful phyſician, if ſuch a one there 
be, either at Dreſden or at Leipfie, about the nature of your 
diſtemper, and the nature of thoſe baths ; but, ſuos gui/que pati- 
mur manes. We have but a bad bargain, God knows, of this life, 
and patience is the only way not to make bad worſe. Mr. Pitt 
keeps his bed here, with a very real gout, and not a political one, 
as is often ſuſpected. 

Here has been a congreſs of moſt of the ex Miniſtres. If they 
have raiſed a battery, as I ſuppoſe they have, it is a maſked one, 
for nothing has tranſpired ; only they confeſs, that they intend 
a moſt vigorous attack, D ailleurs, there ſeems to be a total ſuſ- 


penſion 


To HIS OWN 


penſion of all buſineſs, till the meeting of the Parliament, and 
then Signa canant, J am very glad that, at this time, you are 
out of it; and for reaſons that 1 need not mention: you would 
certainly have been ſent for over, and, as before, not paid for 
your journey. * 

Poor Harte is very ill, and condemned to the Hot · well 4 
Briſtol. He is a better poet than philoſopher; for all chis illneſs | 
and melancholy proceeds originally from the ill ſucceſs of his 
Guſtavus Adolphus. He is grown extremely devout, which 1 
am very glad of, becauſe that is always a comfort to the 
afflicted. 

I cannot preſent Mr. Larpent with my New year's gift, till 1 
come to town, which will be hefore Chriſtmas, at fartheſt; till 
when, God bleſs you! Adieu. 


E TFP 


London, December the 27th, 1765. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
Arrived here from Bath laſt Monday, rather, but not much, 
better than when I went there. My rheumatic pains, in my 
legs and hips, plague me ftill; and I muſt never expect to be 
quite free from them. 

You have, to be ſure, had from the office an account of wine 
the Parliament did, or rather did not do, the day of their meeting: 
and the fame point will be the great object at their next meeting ; 
I mean, the affair of our American Colonies, relatively to the late 
impoſed Stamp-duty ; which our coloniſts abſolutely refuſe to pay. 
The Adminiſtration are for ſome indulgence and forbearance to 
thoſe froward children of their mother country : the Oppoſition 
$: & v2 5 are 
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ate for taking vigorous; as they call them, but I call them 
violent meaſures; not leſs than le dragonades; and to have 
the tax collected by the troops we have there. For my part, I 
never ſaw a froward child mended by whipping : and I would not 
have the mother country become a ſtep- mother. Our trade to 
America brings in, communibus annis, two millions a year; and 
the Stamp-duty is eſtimated at but one hundred thouſand pounds 
a year; which I would, by no means, bring into the ſtock of the 
Exchequer, at the loſs, or even the riſk, of a million a year to the 
national ſtock. 

I do not tell you of the Garter, given away yeſterday, becauſe 
the news-papers will; but I muſt obſerve, that the Prince of 
Brunſwick's ribband is a mark of great diſtinction to that family; ; 
which, I believe, is the firſt (except our own Royal family) that has 
ever had two blue ribbands at a time ; but it muſt be owned they 
deſerve them. 

One hears of nothing now, in town, but the ſeparation of men 
and their wives. Will Finch the ex-vice Chamberlain, Lord 
Warwick, and your friend Lord Bolingbroke. I wonder at none 
of them for parting ; but I wonder at many for till living to- 
gether ; for in this coun it is certain, that marriage is not well 
underſtood. 

I have this day ſent Mr. Int two hundred pounds for your 
Chriſtmas-box, which I ſuppoſe he will inform you of by this 
poſt. Make this Chriſtmas as merry a one as you can; for Pour 
le pen de bon tems qui nous refle, rien neſt. f funefle qu un noir 
chagrin; tor the new years; God ſend you many, and happy 
ones | Adieu. 


LETTER 
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Lende 8 Feb Wy 1 
MY DEAR FRIEND, MAL ruary e lüb, 1766, 


I Received, two days ago, your letter of the 2 5th paſt ; and your 
former, which you mention in it, but ten days ago; this may 
calily be accounted for from the badneſs of the weather, and con- 
ſequently of the roads. I hardly remember ſo ſevere a winter; 
it has occaſioned many illneſſes here. I am ſure it pinched my 
crazy carcaſe ſo much, that, about three weeks ago, I was obliged 
to be let blood twice in four days ; which I found afterwards was 
very neceſſary, by the relief it gave to my head, and to the rheu- 
matic pains in my limbs; and from the execrable kind of blood 
which I loſt. | 

Perhaps you expect from mea particular account of the preſent 
Nate of affairs here; but, if you do, you will be diſappointed ; 
for no man living (and I ſtill leſs than any one) knows what it is: 
it varies, not only daily, but hourly. Moſt people think, and I 
amongſt the reſt, that the date of the preſent Miniſters is pretty 
near out ; but how ſoon we are to have a new ſtyle, God knows. 
This, 1 is certain, that the Miniſters had a conteſted election 
in the Houſe of Commons, and got it but by eleven Votes; too 
ſmall a majority to carry any thing: the next day they loſt a queſs . 
tion in the Houſe of Lords, by three. The queſtion in the Houſe 
of Lords was, to enforce the execution of the Stamp - act in the 
Colonies vi et armis. What concluſions you will draw from theſe 
premiſes, I do not know; but I proteſt I draw none; but only 
ſtare at the preſent undecypherable ſtate of affairs, which, in fifty 
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years experience, I have never ſeen any thing like. The Stamp- 
act has proved a moſt pernicious meaſure; for, whether it is 
repealed or not, which 1s ſtill very doubtful, it has given ſuch 
terror to the Americans, that our trade with them will not be, for 
ſome years, what it uſed to be; and great numbers of our manu- 
facturers at home will be turned a ſtarving, for want of that em- 
ployment, which our very profitable trade to America found 
them: and hunger is always the eauſe of tumults and ſedition, 

As you have eſcaped a fit of the gout in this ſevere cold wea- 
ther, it is to be hoped you may be intirely free from it, till next 
winter at leaſt. 


P. 8. Lord ——, having parted with his wife, now keeps 
another w—e, at a great expence. I fear he is totally undone; 


— — 


— 


Erne 


London, March the 17th, 1766. 
. MY DEAR FRIEND, | 


Ou wrong me, in thinking me in your debt; for I never 
Y receive a letter of yours, but I anſwer it by the next poſt, 
or the next but one, at fartheſt : but I can eaſily conceive that 
my two laſt letters to you may. have been drowned, or frozen, in 
their way; for portents, and prodigies of froſt, ſnow, and inunda- 
tions, have been ſo frequent this. winter, that they have almoſt 
loſt their names. 

Vou tell me that you are going to the baths of Baden; but 
that puzzles me a little, ſo I recommend this letter to the care 


of 


T0 H3$7 HQ; 55: 499 
of Mr. Larpent, to forward to you; for Baden I take to be 
the general German word for baths, and the particular ones are 
diſtinguiſhed by ſome epithet, as Weiſsbaden, Carlſbaden, Sc. I 
hope they are not cold baths, which I have a very ill opinion of, 
in all arthritic or rheumatic caſes; and your caſe I take to be a 
compound of both, but rather more of the latter. 

You will probably wonder that I tell you nothing of public mat- 
ters; upon which I ſhall be as ſecret as Hotſpur's gentle Kate, who 
would not tell what ſhe did not know; but, what is ſingular, nobody 
ſeems to know any more of them than I do, People gape, ſtare, 
conjecture, and refine. Changes of the Miniſtry, or in the Miniſtry, 
at leaſt, are daily reported and foretold; but of what kind, God 
only knows. It is alſo very doubtful whether Mr. Pitt will come 
into the Adminiſtration or not ; the two preſent Secretaries are 
extremely defirous that he ſhould ; but the others think of the 
horſe that called the man to its aſſiſtance. I will ſay nothing to 
you about American affairs, becauſe I have not pens, ink, or 
paper enough to give you an intelligible account of them. They 
have been the ſubjects of warm and acrimonious debates, both in 
the Lords and Commons, and in all companies. ; 

The repeal of the Stamp- act is at laſt carried through. TI 
am glad of it, and gave my proxy for it; becauſe I ſaw many 
more inconveniencies from the enforcing, than from the repealing 
| | N 
Colonel Browne was with me the other day, and aſſured me 
that he leſt you very well. He ſaid that he ſaw me at Spa; but 
I did not remember him; though I remember his two brothers, 
the Colonel and the raviſher, very well. Your Saxon Colonel 
has the brogue exceedingly. Preſent my reſpects to Count 
Flemming; I am very ſorry for the Counteſs's illneſs 3 ſhe was a 


moſt well-bred woman. 


3 8 2 You 
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You would hardly think that I gave a dinner to the Prince of 
Brunſwick, your old acquaintance. I am glad it is over; but'I 
could not avoid it. 1] m'avoit accable de politeſſes. God bleſs 


you |! 


b E T TER CLXXV. 


Blackheath, June the 13th, 1766. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Received, yeſterday, your letter of the goth paſt. I waited 
with impatience for it, not having received one from you of 
fix weeks ; nor your mother neither, who began to be very ſure 
that you were dead, if not buried. You ſhould write to her once 
a week, or at leaſt once a fortnight ; for women make no allow- 
ance for either buſineſs or lazineſs ; whereas I can, by experience, 
make allowances for both : however, I wiſh you would generally 
write to me once a fortnight. 
Laſt week I paid my Midſummer offering, of five hundred 
pounds, to Mr. Larpent, for your uſe, as I ſuppoſe he has inform- 
ed you. I am punctual, you muſt allow. 

What account ſhall I give you of Miniſterial affairs here ? I 
proteſt I do not know: your own deſcription of them is as ex- 
act a one as any I, who am upon the place, can give you. It is 
a total diſlocation and d&rangement ; conſequently, a total ineffi- 
ciency. When the Duke of Grafton quitted: the ſeals, he gave 
that very reaſon for it, in a ſpeech in the Houſe of Lords: he de- 
clared, that be had no objeftion to the perſons or to the meaſures of 
the preſent Mini ers; 3 but that he thaught they wanted trengtb and 
efficiency to carry on proper meaſures with ſucceſs; and that he 
leu but one man (meaning, as you will eaſily ſuppoſe, Mr. Pitt) 

wha: 
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who could give them that Arengtb and ſolidity ; that, under this: 
perſon, he ſhould be willing to ſerve in any capacity, not only as a 
General Officer, but as a pioneer; and would take up a ſpade and a 
mattock. When he quitted the ſeals, they were offered firſt to- 
Lord Egmont, then to Lord Hardwicke; who both declined: 
them, probably for the ſame reaſons that made the Duke of 
Grafton reſign them: but, after their going a begging for ſome 
time, the Duke of begged them, and has them faute de 
mieux. Lord Mountſtuart was never thought of for Vienna, where 
Lord Stormont returns in three months: the former is going to 
be married to one of the Miſs Windſors, a great fortune. To 
tell you the ſpeculations, the reaſonings, and the conjectures, ei- 
ther of the uninformed, or even of the beſt- informed public, upon 
the preſent wonderful ſituation of affairs, would take up much 
more time and paper than either you or I can afford, though we 
have neither of us a great deal of buſineſs at preſent. 

Jam in as good health as I could reaſonably expect, at my age, 
and with my ſhattered carcaſe; that is, from the waiſt upwards: 
but downwards it is not the ſame; for my limbs retain that ſtiff- 
neſs and debility of my long rheumatiſm, I cannot walk half 
an hour at a time. As the autumn, and ſtill more as the 
winter approaches, take care to keep yourſelf very warm, _ 
ally your legs and feet. 

Lady Cheſterfield ſends you her compliments, and triumphs in 
the ſucceſs of her plaiſter. God bleſs you! we 
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L'ET TER CLXXVI. 


Blackheath, July the 11th 1766. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


JF OU' are a happy mortal, to have your time thus em- 
I ployed between the Great and the Fair; I hope you do the 
honours of your country to the latter. The Emperor, by your 
account, ſeems to be very well for an Emperor; who, by 
being above the other Monarchs in Europe, may juſtly be 
ſuppoſed to have had a proportionably worle education, I 
find, by your account of him, that he has been trained up to 
homicide, the only ſcience in which Princes are ever inſtructed ; 
and with good. reaſon, as their greatneſs and glory ſingly depend 
upon the numbers of their fellow-creatures, which their ambition 
exterminates. If a Sovereign ſhould, by great accident, deviate 
into moderation, juſtice, and clemency, what a contemptible 
figure would he make in the catalogue of Princes! I have always 
owned a great regard for King Log. From the interview at 
Torgaw, between the two Monarchs, they will be either a great 
deal better, or worſe together ; but I think rather the latter ; for 
our nameſake, Philip de Comines, obſerves, that he never knew any 
good come from Pabouchement des Rois. The King of Pruſſia 
will exert all his perſpicacity, to analyſe his Imperial Majeſty ; and 
I would bet upon the one head of his Black Eagle, againſt the 
two heads of the Auſtrian Eagle; though two heads are ſaid, 
proverbially, to be better than one. I wiſh I had the direction of 
both the Monarchs, and they ſhould, together with ſome of their 
Allies, take Lorraine and Alſace from France, You will call me 
4 © | | I Abbe 


Abbe de St. Pierre; but I only a want 1 wiſh whereas he 
thought every thing that he wiſhed, practicable. 

Now to come home. Here are great buſtles at Court, and a 
great change of perſons is certainly very near. You will aſk me, 
perhaps, who 1s to be out, and who is to be in? To which I an- 
ſwer, I do not know. My conjecture, is that, be the new ſet- 
tlement what it will, Mr. Pitt will be at the head of it. If he! is, I 
2 u il aura mis de / Eau dans ſon V in par rapport a Mylord 
B when that ſhall come to be known, as known it certain- 
ly will ſoon be, he may bid adieu to his popularity. A Miniſter, as 
Miniſter, is very apt to be the object of public diſlike; and a fa- 
vourite, as favourite, ſtill more ſo. It any event of this kind hap- 
pens, which (if it happens at all) I conjecture will be ſome time 
next week, you fhall hear farther from me. 

T will follow your advice, and be as well as I can next winter, 
though I know I ſhall never be free from my flying rheumatic 
pains, as long as I live; but whether that will be more or leſs, 
is extremely indifferent Ws: me: in either caſe, God bleſs you 


ö 
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Blackheath, Auguſt the iſt a 1766: 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


HE curtain was at laſt drawn up, the day beſore yeſterday, 
and diſcovered the new actors, together with ſome of the 
old ones. I do not name them to you, becauſe to-morrow's 
Gazette will do it full as well as I could. Mr. Pitt, who had 
carte blanche given him, named every one of them: but what 
would you think he named himſelf for? Lord Privy Seal; and 


(what will aſtoniſh you, as it does every mortal here) Earl of 
a Chatham. 
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Chatham. The joke here is, that he has had: a fall uß ſtairs, 
and has done himſelf ſo much hurt, that he will never be able to 
ſtand upon his legs again. Every body is puzzled how to account 
for this ſtep; though it would not be the firſt time, that great abili- 
ties have been duped by low cunning. But, be it what it will, he 
is now, certainly, only Earl of Chatham ; and no longer Mr. Pitt, 
An any reſpe&t whatever. Such an event, I believe, was never 
read nor heard of. To withdraw, in the fullneſs of his power, 
and in the utmoſt gratification of his ambition, from the Houſe 
of Commons, (which procured him his power, and which could 
alone inſure it to him) and to go into that Hoſpital of Incurables, 
the Houſe of Lords, is a meaſure ſo unaccountable, that nothing 
but proof poſitive could have made me believe it: but true it is. 
Hans Stanley is to go Embaſſador to Ruſſia; and my nephew, 
Ellis, to Spain, decorated with the red ribband. Lord Shelburne 
is your Seeretary of State, which I ſuppoſe he has notified to you 
this poſt, by a circular letter. Charles Townſhend has now the 
ſole management of the Houle of Commons; but how long he 
will be content to be only Lord Chatham's vicegerent there, is 
a queſtion which I will not pretend to decide. There is one very 
bad ſign for Lord Chatham, in his new dignity ; which is, that all 
his enemies, without exception, rejoice at it; and all his friends 
are ſtupefied and dumb-founded. If I miſtake not much, he 
will, in the courſe of a year, enjoy perfect otium cum dignitate. 
Enough of politics. 

Is the fair, or at leaſt the fat, Miſs C—— with you till? It 
muſt be confeſt that ſhe knows the arts of Courts; to be fo 
received at Dreſden, and ſo connived at in Leiceſter- fields. 
There never was ſo wet a ſummer as this has been, in the 
memory of man; we have not had one ſingle day, fince March, 
without ſome rain; but moſt days a great deal. I hope that does 


2 not 
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nat affect your health, as great cold does; for, with all cheſe in- 
ee it * not been cold. God blef you ! | 


Ae 
— — 


L ET T E R CLXXVIII. 


My DEAR FRIEND, 


Received yeſterday your letter of the zoth paſt ; and I find by 
it, that it croſſed mine upon the road, where they "np no 
time to take notice of one another. 

The news- papers have informed you, before now, of ar 
changes actually made; more will probably follow, but what, 1 
am ſure, I cannot tell you; and, I believe, nobody can, not even 
thoſe who are to make them: they will, I ſuppoſe, be occaſional, 
as people behave themſelves. The cauſes and conſequences of 
Mr. Pitt's quarrel now appear in print, in a pamphlet publiſhed 
by Lord T——; and in a refutation of it, not by Mr. Pitt himſelf, 
believe, but by ſome friend of his, and under his ſanction. 
The former is very ſcurrilous and ſcandalous, and betrays private 
converſation, My Lord ſays, that in his laſt conference, he 

thought he had as good a right to nominate the new Miniſtry as 
Mr. Pitt, and conſequently named Lord G—-, Lord L 
Sc. for Cabinet Council employments; which Mr, Pitt not con- 
ſenting to, Lord T— broke up the conference, and, in his 
wrath, went to Stowe ; where, I preſume, he may remain undi- 
ſturbed a great while, ſince Mr. Pitt will neither be willing, nor 
able, to ſend for him again. The pamphlet, on the part of Mr. 
Pitt, gives an account of his whole political life; and, in that re- 
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ſped,” is tedious, to thoſe who were acquainted with it before; 
but, at the latter end, there is an article that expreſſes ſuch 
ſupreme contempt of Lord T „and in fo pretty a manner, 
that I ſuſpe it to be Mr. Pitts own : you ſhall judge yourſelf, 
for J here tranſcribe the article. But this I will be bold to 
&« ſay, that had he (Lord T ) not faſtened himſelf into Mr. 
i Pitt's train, and acquired thereby ſuch an intereft in that 
e great man, he might have crept out of life with as little notice 
« ag he crept in; and gone off with no other degree of credit, 
« than that of adding a ſingle unit to the bills of mortality,” — 
I. with I could ſend you all the pamphlets and half-ſheets: that 
ſwarm here upon this occaſion ; but that is impoſſible; for every 
week would make a ſhip's cargo. It is certain that Mr. Pitt has, 
by his dignity of Earl, loſt the greateſt part of his popularity, 
eſpecially in the city; and I believe the Oppoſition will be very 
ſtrong, and perhaps prevail, next ſeſſion, in the Houſe of Com- 
mons; there being now nobody there, who can have the NN 
rity, and aſcendant over them, that Pitt ha. 
People tell me here, as young Harvey told you. at Dreſden; | that 
I look very well; but thoſe are words of courſe, which every one 
ſays to every baths | So far is true, that I am better than, at my 


age, and with my broken conltivation, 1 I could bare r. to * 
God bleſs. you 
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LETTER CLXXIX. 


* 


| Blackheath; September d 
MY DEAR FRIEND, eptember the 12th, 1766. 


Have this moment received your letter of the 25th paſt, I 


was in hopes that your courſe of waters this year, at Baden, 
would have given you a longer reprieve from your painful com- 
| plaint. If I do not miſtake, you carried over with you ſome of Dr. 
Monſey's powders ; Have you taken any of them, and have they 
done you any good ? I know they did me a great deal. I, who 
pretend to ſome ſkill in phyſic, adviſe a cool regimen, and cool- 
ing medicines, 
I do not wonder, that you do wonder at Lord C——'s conduct. 
If he was not outwitted into his Peerage by Lord B, bis 
accepting it is utterly inexplicable. The inſtruments he has choſen 
for the great Offices, I believe, will never fit the ſame caſe, It 
was cruel to put ſuch a boy as Lord G, over the head of old 
Ligonier; and if I had been the former, 1 would have refuſed 
that commiſſion, during the life of that honeſt and brave old 
General. All this to quiet the Duke of R to a reſignation, 
and to make Lord B Lieutenant of wales; where, I will ven- 
ture to Prophecy, that he will not do. Ligonier was much 
preſſed to give up his regiment of guards, but would by no 
means do it; and declared, that the King might break him, if 
he pleaſed, but that he would certainly not break himſelf. _ 

I have no political events to inform you of ; they will not be 
ripe till the meeting of the Parliament. Immediately upon 


the receipt of this letter, write me one, to acquaint me how _ 


_ . you are. 


God 


Iik' 2 
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God bleſs you; and, particularly, may he ſend you health, for 
that is —_ a — | | 


7 * 
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way bald n dre dhe Suede, the: zath, 10 
Received, yeſterday, with great pleaſ ure, Your letter of the 
18th, by which I conſider this laſt ugly bout as over; and, to. 

prevent its return, I greatly approve of your plan for the South, 

of France, where I recommend: for your principal reſidence, 

Pezenas, Toulouſe, or Bourdeaux ; but do not be perſuaded: 

to go to Aix en Provence, which, by experience, I know: 

to be, at once, the hotteſt and the coldeſt place in the world, 
from the ardour of the Provencal Sun, and the ſharpneſs of the 

Alpine winds. I alſo earneſtly recommend to you, for your: 

complaint upon your breaſt, to take, twice a day, aſſes or (what 

is better) mare's milk, and that for theſe fix months at leaſt. 

Mingle turnips, as much as you can, with your diet. 

I have written, as you deſired, to Mr. Secretary Conway; but I 
will anſwer for it, that there weill be no difficulty to bwin. the 
leave you aſk. 


There is no new event in the political more ſince © my laſt; 0 
. God bleſs * 15 
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MY DEAR FRIEND, 


H E laſt mail brought fl me yhur letter of the Tyth. I am 
| glad to hear that your breaſt is ſo much better. You 
will find both aſſes and mares milk enough. in the:Sduth of France, 
whete'it was much drank! when E was there, Gay Patin recom- 
mends to a patient, to have no Doctor but a Horſe; and n A- 
pothecary but an Afs. As for your pains and weakneſs, in your: 
limbs, je vous am offre autant; I have: never been free from them 
ſince my laſt rheumatiſm. I uſe my legs as much as I can, and 
you ſhould do ſo too, for diſuſe makes them worſe. I cannot 
now uſe them long at a time, becauſe of the weakneſs. of old- age; 
but I contrive to get, by different ſnatches, at leaſt two hours. 
walking every day, either in my garden or within doors, as the 
weather permits. I ſet out to- morrow for Bath, in hopes of half 
repairs, for Medea's kettle could not give me whole ones; the 
timbers of my wretched veſſel are too much decayed: to be fitted: 
out again for uſe. I ſhall ſee poor Harte there, Who, I am told, is 
in a miſerable way, betwern ſome real end ſome amine diſ- 
tempets. | 8 
1 fend you no pokticfl n news, for one reaſon; among others, 
which is, that I know none. Great expectations are raiſed of this 
ſeſſion, which meets the 1 1th of next month; but of what kind 
nobody knows, and conſequently every body conjectures va 
riouſly. Lord Chatham comes to town to-morrow, from Bath, 
where he has been to refit himſelf for the winter campaign: he 
has hitherto but · an indifferent ſet of Aides de Camp; and where 
. OO RS. ; | | he 
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He will find better, I do not know. Charles Townſhend and he 
are already 18 ill terms. _ 1. n 7 vois . 3 and ſo God 
blef you? wa | 154 


LETTER CLXXXII. 
e . 4 Bath, November the 1 m 1766. 


Have this moment received your: tte: of the 5th ioſtant, 
from Baſle. I am very glad to find that your breaſt is re- 
lieved, though, perhaps, at the expence of your legs: for, if the 


humour be either gouty or rheumatic, it had better be in your 


legs than any where elſe. I have conſulted Moiſey, the great 
phyſician of this place, upon it; who ſays, that at this diſtance he 
dares not preſcribe any wing, as there may be ſuch different 
cauſes for your complaint, which muſt be well weighed by a phy- 
fician upon the ſpot : that is, in ſhort, that he knows nothing 
of the matter. I will therefore tell you my own caſe; in 1732, 
which may be ſomething parallel to yours. I had that year been 
dangerouſly ill of a fever, in Holland; and when I was recovered 
of it, the febrific humour fell into my legs, and ſwelled them to 


rhat degree, and chiefly in the evening, that it was as painful to 


me, as it was ſhocking to others: I came to England with them 
in this condition; and conſulted Mead, Broxholme, and Arbuth- 


not, who none of them did me the leaſt good; but, on the con- 


trary, increaſed the ſwelling, by applying pultices and emolli- 


ents. In this condition I remained near ſix months, till, finding 
that the doctors could do me no good, I reſolved to conſult Pal- 
mer, the moſt eminent ſurgeon of St. Thomas's Hoſpital. He 
ny told me; that the! phyſicians had purſued a very 


6 | wrong 
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wrong method, as the ſwelling of my legs proceeded only 
from a relaxation and weakneſy of the cutaneous veſſels ; and he 


muſt apply ſtrengtheners inſtead of emollients. Accordingly he 


ordered me to put my legs, up to the knees, every morning, in 
brine from the ſalters, as hot as I could bear it: the brine muſt 


have had meat falted in it, I did fo; and after having thus pick- 
led my -legs for about three ao, the complaint abſolutely 
ceaſed, and I have never had the leaſt ſwelling i in them fince.. 
After what I have ſaid, I muſt caution you not to uſe the ſame 
_ remedy raſhly, and without the moſt ſkilful advice you can find,. 
where you are; for if your ſwelling proceeds from a gouty, or 
rheumatic humour, there may be great danger in applying ſo 
powerful an aſtringent, and perhaps repellent, as brine, So go 
piano and not without the beſt advice, upon a view of the parts; 

I hall direct all my letters to you Chez: Monfieur Sarrazin, wlio 
by his trade is, I ſuppoſe, fedentaire at Baſle, while it is not ſure 
that you will be at any one place, in the South of France. Do you 
know that he is a deſcendant of the French poet, Sarrazin! > 
Poor Harte, whom I frequently go to ſee here, out of compaſ- 
ſion, is in a moſt miſerable way; he has had a ſtroke of the palſy, 
which has deprived him of the uſe of his right leg, affected his: 
ſpeech'a good deal, and perhaps his head a little. Such are the- 
intermediate tributes that we are forced to pay, in ſome ſhape or- 
other, to our wretched nature, till we pay the laſt great one of all. 
May you pay this very late, and as few intermediate tributes ag 
pan and fo fubeo te bene valere. God bleſs you # 


LETTER 
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My DEAR FRIEND, + kth 


Received, two * ago, your. n of the 26th paſt. I am 
k very glad. that you begin to feel the good effects of the climats 
where you are; I know it ſaved my liſe, in 1741, When both the 
ſkilful and the unſkilful gave me, oyer. In that ramble TI ſtayed 
three or faur days at Nimes, where there are more remains of An- 
tiquity, I believe, than i in any town in Europe, Italy excepted. 
What is fallely called 4a: exajſoni guarree, is, in my mind, the 
fineſt, piece of architecture that I evęt ſaw; and the Amphithea- 
tre the clumſieſt and the uglieſt ; if it were in England, every 
body would ſwear it had been built by Sir John Vanbrugh. 
This place is now, juſt what you have ſeen it formerly, ; here is 
a great crowd of trifling and unknown people, whom 1 ſeldem 
frequent, in the public rooms; ſo that I paſs my time tres 
uniment, in taking the air in may poſt-chaile, every morning, and 
in reading of evenings. And A hropos of the latter, I ſhall point 
out a book, which, I believe, will give you ſome pleaſure; at 
leaſt it gave me a great deal; I never read it before. It is Re- 
Hlexiomt ſur la Poefie et la Peinture, par. 1 Abbe. de Bos, im two 
octavo volumes; and is, I ſuppoſe, to be had at every great town 
in France. The criticiſms and the reflections are juſt and lively. 
It may be you expect ſome political news from me; but I can 
tell you, that you will have none; for no mortal can hend 
the preſent ſtate of affairs. Eight or nine people, of ſome conſe- 
quence, have reſigned their employments; upon which Lord 


| Cm made overtures to the Duke of B—— and his people; 
l 4 but 


„ Bath; D the gth, 1 1766. 
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but they could: by no means agree, and his, Grace went, the'ntxe 
day, full of wrath, to Wooburne: ſo that negotiation is Entirely: 
at an end. People wait to ſee who Lord C——will-take! in 
for ſome he muſt have 5 even he cannot be alone, comira 
Mundum. Such a ſtate of affairs, to be ſure, was never ſeen, be- 
fore, in this or in any other country. When this Miniſtry ſhall 
be ſettled, it will be the ſixth Miniſtry in fix years time. 
Poor Harte is here, and in a moſt miſerable condition; thoſe 
who wiſh him the beſt, as I do, muſt. wiſh him dead, God 
bleſs you! uf aan, renne ed 
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ur DEAR FRIEND, . ; en aue the 0 1767. 
T T is ſo long ſince I have had a letter from you, that I am alarmed 

about your health; and fear, that the ſouthern parts of France 
have not done ſo well by you, as they did by me in the year 1741, 
when they ſnatched me from the jaws of death. Let me know, 
upon the receipt of this letter, how you are, and where 

J have no news to ſend you from hence; for every thing ſeems 
ſuſpended, both in the Court and in the Parliament, till Lord 
Chatham's return from the Bath, where he has been laid up this 
month, by a ſevere fit of the gout; and, at preſent, he has the 
ſole apparent power. In what little buſineſs has hitherto been 
done in the Houſe of Commons, Charles Townſhend has giyen 
himſelf more Miniſterial airs than Lord Chatham will, I believe, 
approve of. However, fince Lord Chatham has thought fit to 
Vol, II. 3 U | withdraw 
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withdraw himſelf from that Houſe, he cannot well do without 
Charles's abilities to manage it as his Deputy, 
I do not ſend you an accounit of weddings, births, and burials, 
as 1 take it for granted that you know them all from the Eng- 
lh printed papers; ſome of which, I preſume, are ſent after you. 
Your old acquaintance, Lord Eſſex, is to be married this week 
to Harriet Bladen, who has C. 20,000 down, beſides the reaſon- 
able expeRation of as much at the death of her father. My 
kinſtnan, Lord 8trathmore, is to be married, in a fortnight, to Miſs 
Bowes, the greateſt heireſs, perhaps, in Europe. In ſhort, the 
matrimonial phrenzy ſeems to rage at preſent, and is epidemical. 
The men marry for money, and I believe you gueſs what the wo- 
men marry for. God bleſs you, and fend you health |! | 


LJ 


— * — 
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London, March the 3d, 1767 


rens 


NV DEAR FRIEND, 


ESTRRPA I received two letters at once from you, both 
dated Montpellier; one of the 2gth of laſt December, 
and the other, the 12th of February: but I cannot conceive 
what became of my letters to you; for L affure you that I anſwer- 

ed all yours, the next poſt after I received them; and, about ten 
days age, I wrote you a volunteer, becauſe you had been fo long 
Klent; and I was afraid that you were not well; but your letter 
of the 12th February has removed all my fears upon that ſcore. 
'The fame clitnate that has reſtored your health ſo far, will pro- 
hably, in a little more time, reftore your ſtrength too; though you 
muſt vs ta be quite what it was before your late Bar- 


ful 
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ful complaints. At leaſt 1 find, that, ſince my late great rheu- 


matiſm, I cannot walk above half an hour at a time, which I do 
not place ſingly to the account of my ꝓears, but chiefly to the 
great ſhock given then to my limbs. D'ailleurs I am pretty well, 
for my age, and ſhattered conſtitution. | | 

As I told you in my laſt, I muſt tell you again in this, that 
I have no news to ſend. Lord Chatham, at laſt, came to 
town yeſterday, full of gout, and is not able to ſtir hand or 
foot. During his abſence, Charles Townſhend has talked of him 
and at him, in ſuch a manner, that henceforwards they muſt be 
either much worſe or much better together than ever they were 
in their lives. On Friday laſt, Mr. Dowdeſwell and Mr. Gren- 
ville moved to have one ſhilling in the pound of the land · tax 
taken off; which was oppoſed by the Court; but the Court laſt 
it by eighteen. The Oppoſition triumph much upon this victory; 
though, I think, without reaſon ; for it is plain that all the landed 
gentlemen bribed themſelves with this ſhilling in the pound. 

The Duke of Buccleugh is very ſoon: to be matried to Lady 
Betty Montague. Lord Eſſex was married, yeſterday, to Harriet 
Bladen; and Lord Strathmore, laſt week, to Miſs Bowes; both 
couples went directly from the church to conſummation in the 
country, from an unneceſſary fear that they ſhould not be tired 
of each other, if they ſtayed in town. And now ii God 
bleſs you 3 bas 

Vou are in the right to go to ſee the Aſſemhly of the States of 

Languedoc, though they are but the ſhadow of the original Etats, 
while there was ſome liberty ſubſiſting in France. 5 | 


ates LETTER 
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MY DEAR. FRIEND... 


ESTERDAV I received: yout bard Kom Nithes/ by which 
I 1 fad chat ſeveral of our letters have reciprocally miſ- 
e This may probably have the fame fate; however, if it 
reaches Monſieur Sarrazin, I preſume, he will know where to take 
his aim at you: for I find you are in motion, and with a Polarity 
to Dreſden. I am very glad to find, by i it, that your Meridional 
journey has perfectly recovered you, as to your general ſtate of 
health; for as to your legs and thighs, you muſt never expect 
that they will | be: reſtored to their original ſtrength and activity, 
after ſo many rheumatic attacks as you have had. I know that 
my limbs, beſides the natural debility of old age, have never re- 
covered the ſevere attack of rheumatiſm that plagued me five 
or ſix years ago. I cannot now walk above half! : an hour at a 
time, and even that in a hobbling kind of way. 7 2916} 

-T can give you no account of our political TY which is in 
a ſituation that I never ſaw in my whole life. Lord Chatham has 
been ſo ill, theſe laſt two months, that he has not been able (ſome 
ſay⸗ not willing) to do or hear of any buſineſs: and for his 45 
Minifze, they either cannot, or dare not, do any, without his 
directions; ſo that every thing isn. at a ſtande This ſituation, 
I think, cannot laſt much longer; and if Lord Chatham ſhould 
either quit his poſt, or the world, neither of which is very im- 
probable, I conjecture, that what is called the Rockingham Con- 
nection, ande the faireſt for the Miniſtry. But this is merely 


TY. + 
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my conjecture; for I have neither data nor bar ne ans af to 
reaſon upon. 
When you get to Dellen, which 1 hops you wilt not do cl 


next month, our Wr een will be more reguiare God 
bleſs * | : | 
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. London, Moy the FY — 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
Y your letter of the 2 «th paſt, 3 Baſle, 1 preſume 
this will find you at Dreſden, and accordingly I direct to 
you there, When you write me word that you are at Dreſden, 
I will return you an anſwer, with ſomething better than the 
anſwer itſelf. If you complain of the weather, north of Beſangon, 
what would you ſay to the weather that we have had here, for 
theſe laſt two months, uninterruptedly ? Snow often, north-eaſt. 
wind conſtantly, and extreme cold, I write this by the fade of a 
good fire; and at this moment it ſnows very hard. Aff my 
promiſed fruit at Blackheath is quite Scllznpedis and, hot 1s 
worſe, many of my trees. ade 
I cannot help thinking, that che King of Poland, "3h n 
of Ruſſia, and the King of Pruſſia, 5 entendent comme Larrom en 
faire, though the former muſt, not appear im it, upon account of 
the ſtupidity, ignorance, aud bigotry of his Poles. I haye a 
great opinion of the cogency, of the controverſial arguments of the 
Ruſſian troops, in favour of the Diſſidents: I am, ſure, I with 
them, ſuccels,; ; for, I would, have all intoleration intolerated in its 
n JÞ turns. 
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turn. We ſhall foon ſee more clearly into this matter; for I do 
not think that the Autocratrice of all * Ruſſias will be trifled 
wich by the Barmatians. | 

What do you think of the late er event in Spain? 
Could you ever have imagined that thoſe ignorant Goths would 
have dared to baniſh the Jeſuits ? There muſt have been ſome very 
graye and important reaſons for ſo extraordinary a meaſure : 
but what they were, I do not pretend to guels ; and, perhaps, I 


hall never know, though all the coffee-houſes here do. 


Things are here in exactly the ſame fituation, in which they 
were when I wrote to you laſt, Lord Chatham is ſtill ill, and 
only goes abroad for an hour in a day, to take the air, in his 
coach. The King has, to my certain knowledge, ſent him 

repeated meſſages, deſiring him not to be concerned at his con- 


finement, for that he is reſolved to ſupport him Pour et contre 
Your. God bleſs you | 


\ 


— 
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n Sn London, June the 1ſt, 1767. 
Received yeſterday your letter of the 2oth paſt, from Dreſden, 
where I am glad to find that you are arrived ſafe and ſound. 
This has been every where an annus mirabilis for bad weather; 
and it continues here ſtill. Every body has fires, and their win- 
ter- clothes, as at Chriſtmas, The town is extremely fickly ; and 
ſudden deaths have been very frequent. 

I do not know what to ſay to you upon public matters; things 
remain in lat quo, and nothing is done. Great changes are 
| talked of, and, I believe, will en ſoon, perhaps next week ; 


but 


TO. HIS son. 


but who is to be changed, for who, I do not. know, though every | 
body. elſe does. I am apt to think that it will be a Moſaic Mini- 
ſtry, made up de pieces rapporties from different connections. 
| Laſt Friday I ſent your ſubſidy to Mr. Larpent, who, I ſup- 
pole, has given you notice of it. I believe it will come. very 
ſeaſonably, as all places, both foreign and domeſtic, are fo far 
in arrears, They talk of paying you all up to Chriſtmas. The: 
King's inferior ſervants are almoſt ſtarving. =. 
I ſuppoſe you have already heared, at Dreſden, that Count 
Brühl is either actually married, or very ſoon to be ſo, to Lady 
Egremont. She has, together with her ſalary as Lady of the 


ns 


Bedchamber, . 2,500 a year; beſides ten thouſand pounds in 


money left her, at her own diſpoſal, by Lord Egremont. All 
this will found great en cus d Allamagns. I am glad of it; 
for he is a very pretty man. God bleſs you! 
I eafily conceive why Orloff influences the Empreſs of all the 
Ruſſias; but J cannot ſee why the King of Pruſſia ſhould. be 
influenced by that motive. RS | 
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| | | Blackheath, July the 2d, 1767. ; 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | 

HO.UGH I have had no letter from you ſince my laſt, 

and though I have no political news to. inform you of, I 
write this to acquaint you with a piece of. Greenwich news, 
which 1 believe you will be very glad of; I am ſure I am. 
Know then, that your friend Miſs * * was happily married, 
three days ago, to Mr. * *, an Iriſh gentleman, and a Member. 


of that Parliament, with an eſtate of above two thouſand pounds 
2 a year. 
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a year. He ſettles upon her C. 600 jointure, and, in caſe they 
have no children, C. 1500. He happened to be by chance in her 
company one day here, and was at once ſhot dead by her charms ; 
but, as dead men ſometimes walk, he walked to her the next 
morning, and tendered her his perla and his fortune; both 
which, taking the one with the other, ſhe very prudently ac- 
cepted ; for his perſon is lixty years old. | 
Miniſterial affairs are ſtill in the ſame ridiculous and doubtful 
ſituation as when I wrote to you laſt, Lord Chatham will neither 
hear of, nor do any buſineſs, but lives at Hampſtead, and rides 
about the heath; his gout is ſaid to be fallen upon his nerves, 
Your Provincial Secretary, Conway, quits this week, and returns to 
the army, which he languiſhed for. Two Lords are talked of to 
ſucceed him; Lord Egmont, and Lord Hillſborough : I rather 
hope, the latter. Lord Northington certainly quits this week ; 
but no body gueſſes who is to ſucceed him, as Preſident. A 
- thouſand other changes are talked of, which I neither believe nor 
reject, 1 0 11 
== Harte i is in a moſt miſerable condition : he lin loſt one 
fide of himſelf, and in a great meaſure his ſpeech ; notwithſtand- 
ing which, he is going to publiſh his divine poems, as he calls them. 
I am ſorry for it, as he had not time to correct them, before this 
ſtroke, nor abilities to do it ſince. God bleſs you! 


LETTER 


4 © Sc > : * a W „ „ _ muh err - 0 
„ ee neee CHO! 
: | | 2 of _” & = . N. 


. W | | T-y * N , Nr , 
1 5 ” 'L | $434 : 94 2 : 1” (997 my | 
* vi | 2 ; K 2 a > 4 "x 1197 7% ec 


II r T Tr R G en 

ahne et D's a | it 25 Y f 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
Have received yours of the 2 1ſt paſt, with the encloſed propo- 
fal from the French refugics, for a ſubſcription towards build- 
ing them an Temple. I have ſhown it to the very few people I ſee, 
but without the leaſt ſucceſs. They told me (and with too much 
truth) that while ſuch numbers of poor were literally ſtarving 
here, from the dearneſs of all proviſions, they could not think of 
ſending their money into another country, for a building which 
they reckoned uſeleſs. In truth, I never knew ſuch miſery as is 
here now; and it affects both the hearts and the purſes of thoſe 
who have either: for my own part, I never gave to a building in 
my life; Which I reckon is only giving to maſons and OY 
and the treaſurer of the undertaking. 

Contrary to the expectations of all mankind here, every Wing 
till continues in fat quo. General Conway has been deſired by 
the King to keep the ſeals till he has found a ſucceſſor for him, and 
the Lord Preſident the ſame. Lord Chatham is relapſed, and worſe 
than ever; he ſees no body, and no body ſees him* it is ſaid, that a 
bungling Phyſician has checked his gout, and thrown it upon his 
nerves; which is the worſt diſtemper that a Miniſter or a Lover 
can have, as it debilitates the mind of the former, and the body 
of the latter. Here is at preſent an interregnum. We muſt ſoon 
ſee what order will be produced from this chaos. 

The Electorate, I believe, will find the want of Comte Flem- 
ming; for he certainly had abilities; and was as ſturdy and inex- 
orable as a Miniſter at the head of the finances ought always to 
Vol. II. 3 X be. 
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be. When you ſee Comteſſe Flemming, which I ſuppoſe cannot 
be of ſome time, pray make her Lady 9 sand my 
compliments of condolen ce. 4 

You fay that Dreſden is very ſickly ; Tam | fire London is at 
leaſt as fickly now, for there reigns an epidemical diſtemper, cal- 
led by the genteel name of influenza. It is a little fever, which 
ſcarcely any body dies of ; and 'it generally goes off with a little 
looſeneſs. I have eſcaped it, I believe, by being here. God 5 


you ** uf * and bleſs you! 
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Landes! October thy 176 
MY DEAR FRIEND, te i , 4 


Have now left Blackheath, till the next e if I. live till 
then; and am juſt able to write, which is all I can ſay, for 1 
am extremely weak, and have, in a great meaſure, loſt the uſe of 
my legs; I hope they will recover both fleſh and ſtrength, for at 
preſent they have neither. I go to the Bath next week, in hopes 
of half repairs at moſt, for thoſe waters, I am ſure, will not prove 
Medea's kettle, nor /es eaux de Jouvence to me; however, I ſhall 
do as good Courtiers do, and get what I can, if I cannot get 
what I will. I ſend you no politics, for here are neither politics 
nor Miniſters ; Lord Chatham is quiet at. Pynſent, in Somerſet- 
ſhire, and his former ſubalterns do nothing, ſo that nothing is 
done. Whatever places or preferments are dipoſed of, come evi- 
dently from Lord ——, who affects to be inviſible; and who, 


like.a woodeock, thinks, that if his head is but hid, he is not 
feen at all. 


General 


ALT TRIP, HIS S ws 


General . is at laſt dead, laſt week, worth above thir- 
teen hundred thouſand pounds. He has left all his landed eſtate, 
which'is eight and- twenty thouſand pounds a year, including the 
Bradford eſtate, which his brother had from that 
ancient family, to a couſin- german. He has left two hundred 
thouſand pounds, in the funds, to Lord Darlington, who was his 
next neareſt relation; and, at leaſt, twenty thouſand pounds in 
various legacies. If Shes alone could make people happy, the 
laſt two proprietors of this immenſe wealth ought to have been fo, 


but they never were. 


God © bleſs you, and ſend you good health, which is better 
than all the riches of the world 
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MY DEAR FRIEND, BT 


OUR laſt letter brought me but a ſcurvy account of your 
health. For the head- achs you complain of, I will venture 
to Rs a remedy, which; by experience, I found a ſpecific, 
when I was extremely plagued with them. It i is, either to chew 
ten grains of rhubarb every night going to bed; or, what I think 
rather better, to take, immediately before dinner, a couple of rhu- 
barb pills, of five grains each; by which means it mixes with the 
aliments, and will, by degrees, keep your body gently open. 1 
do ĩt to this day, and find great good by it. As you ſeem to 
dread the approach of a German winter, I would adviſe you't to 
write to General Conway, for leave of abſence for the three ri 
rous winter months, which J dare ſay will not be refuſed. If 


. you 


1 


London, PO the 36, 1 767. 
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you-chuſe a worſe climate, you may come to London ; 3 hut if you 
chuſe a better and a warmer, you may go to Nice en Provence, 
where Sir William Stanhope is gone to paſs his winter, e 1 
am, ſure, will be extremely glad of your company there. x 

I go to the Ran next ne. U, tinam ne frees. God 
oy vin ater loony 3 . 


2! 19360109 0 r my E R excill. 
Bath, December the 19th, 1767. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


ESTERDAY I received your letter Cay 2k paſt, and 
am very glad to find that 3 are well 2 to think, 


pray take care to keep both your body and your, bebe e; 
warm. 

As to my own health, it is, in general, as good as I could expect 
it, at my age; I have a good ſtomach, A good digeſtion, and 
ſleep well; but find that I ſhall never recover. the free uſe of 
my legs, which are now full as weak as when I firſt came hither. 


Vou aſk me queſtions, concerning Lord C—> which neither 
1 nor, I believe, any body but himſelf can aut; : however, I 
will tell you all that I do know, and all that 1 gueſs concerning 
him. This time twelvemonth he was here, and in good health 
and ſpirits, except, now and then, ſome little twinges of the gout. 
We ſaw. one another four or five times, at our reſpective houſes; 
but, for theſe laſt eight months, he has been abſolutely inviſible to 
his moſt intimate friends, /es ' ſous Miniſtres he would receive no 
letters nor ſo much as open any packet about buſineſs. 


His Phyfician, Dr. ——, as I am told, had, very ignorantly, 
checked 
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checked a coming fit of the gout, and ſcattered it about his body ; 
and it fell particularly upon his. nerves, o that he. continues 
exceedingly vapouriſh; and would neither ſee nor ſpeak to any 
body, while he was here. I ſent him my compliments, and aſked 
leave to wait upon him; but he ſent me word, that he was too 
ill to ſee any body whatſoever, I met him frequently taking the 
air in his poſt-chaiſe, and he looked very well. He ſet out from 
hence, for London, laſt Tueſday ; but what to do, whether to 
reſume, or finally to reſign the Adminiſtration, | God knows; 
conjectures are various. In one of our cenverſations here, this 
time twelvemonth, I defired him. to ſeeure you. a ſeat in the. 
new Parliament; he aſſured me that he would; and, I am. © 
convinced,. very fancerely ; he faid even that he would make it. 


SD © &@+ \ 


trouble about it. Since that, I have heard no more of it - 
which made me look out for ſome venal borough : and. I ſpoke 
to a borough-jobber, and offered five-and-twenty hundred pounds 
for a ſecure ſeat in Parliament; but he laughed at my offer, and. 
ſaid, That there was no ſuch thing as a borough to be had now; 
for that the rich Eaſt and Weſt Indians had ſecured. them all, at 
the rate of three thouſand pounds at leaſt; but many at four 
thouſand; and two or three, that he knew, at five thouſand. 
This, I. confeſs, has vexed me a good deal; and made me the 
more impatient to know whether Lord C had done any thing / 
in it; which I ſhall know when I go to town, as I propoſe do in 
about a fortnight ;. and, as ſoon as I know it, you ſhall. To tell 
you truly what I think—I doubt, from all this nervous diſorder, 
that Lord C is hors de combat, as a Miniſter; but do not even 


hint this to any body. God. bleſs you | 
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Bath, December the 27th, 1767. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 
En nova progenies. 


H E outlines of a new Miniſtry are now FEY but they 

are not yet quite filled up: it was formed by the Duke of 
Bedford. Lord Gower is made Preſident of the Council, Lord Sand- 
wich Poſt-maſter, Lord Hillſborough Secretary of State, for America 
only, 'Mr. Rigby Vice-treaſurer of Ireland. General Conway is 
to keep the ſeals a fortnight longer, and then to ſurrender them 
to Lord Weymouth. It is very uncertain whether the Duke of 
Grafton is to continue at the head of the Treaſury or not; but, 
in my private opinion, George Grenville will very ſoon be there. 
Lord Chatham ſeems to be out of the queſtion, and is at his re- 
purchaſed houſe at Hayes, where he will not ſee a mortal. It is 
yet uncertain whether Lord Shelburne is to keep his place; if not, 
Lord Sandwich, they ſay, is to ſucceed him. All the Rocking- 
ham people are abſolutely excluded. Many more changes muſt 
neceſſarily be; but no more are yet declared. It ſeems to be a 
reſolution taken by ſomebody, that Miniſtries are to be annual. 
Sir George Macartney is, next week, to be married to Lady Jane 
Stuart, Lord Bute's ſecond daughter. 
I never knew it ſo cold in my life as it is now, and with a very 
deep ſnow; which, if it continues, I may be ſnow-bound here 
for God knows how long, though I propoſed leaving this place 
the latter end of the week. 
Poor Harte is very ill here; he mentions you often, and with 
great affection. God bleſs you | 


When I know more, you ſhall, | 
hg 7” LETTER 


* A. = © . EY 
2 an by \ 7 * 
— * 
= 
* 
( 


$12 FT 0: HIS Ss ON. 


* © 1 E R CXCV. 


N 0 London, March the 12th, FI 
MV DEAR FRIEND, 


H E day after I received your letter, of the 21ſt paſt, 1 
wrote to Lord Weymouth, as you deſired ; and I ſend you 
his anfons encloſed : from which (though I have not heard from 
him ſince) I take it for granted, and fo may you, that his ſilence 
ſignifies his Majeſty's conſent to your requeſt, Your complicated 
complaints give me great uneaſineſs, and the more, as I am 
convinced that the Montpellier phyſicians have miſtaken a material 
part of your caſe ; as indeed all the phyſicians here did, except 
Dr. Maty. In my opinion, you have no gout, but a very ſcorbutic 
and rheumatic habit of body, which ſhould be treated in a very 
different manner from the gout ; and, as I pretend to be a very good 
quack, at leaſt, I would preſcribe to you a ſtrict milk-diet, with the 
ſeeds, ſuch as rice, ſago, barley, millet, &c. for the three ſummer 
months at leaſt, and without ever taſting wine. If climate ſigni- 
fies any thing (in which, by the way, I have very little faith) you 
are, in my mind, in the fineſt climate in the world ; neither too 
hot nor too cold, and always clear: you are with the gayeſt 
people living; be gay with them, and do not wear out your eyes 
with reading at home. £L'ennui is the Engliſh diſtemper ; and a 
very bad one it is, as I find by every day's experience; for my 
deafnefs deprives me of the only rational pleaſure that I can have, 
at my age, which is ſociety ; ſo that I read my eyes out every day, 
that I may not hang myſelf. 

You will not be in this Parliament, at leaſt not at the beginning 
of it. I relied too much upon Lord C—'s promiſe, above a year 
ago, at Bath, He deſired, that I would leave it to him; that he 


would 
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would make it his own affair, and give it in charge to the Duke 
of G——, "whoſe province it was to make the patliamentary 
arrangement. This I depended upon, and [ think with reaſon ; 
but, ſince that, Lord C— has ſeen nor ſpoke to nobody, and has 
been in the oddeſt way in the world. I ſent to the D— of — 
to know if L— C— had either ſpoken or ſent to him about it ; 
but he aſſured me that he had done neither: that all was full, or 
rather running over, at preſent ; but that, if he could crowd 
you in upon a vacancy, he would do it with great pleaſure. I 
am extremely ſorry for this accident ; for I am of a very different 
opinion from you, about being in Parliament, as no man can be of 
conſequence, in this country, who is not in it; and, though one 
may not ſpeak like a Lord Mansfield, or a Lord Chatham, one 
may make a very good figure in a ſecond rank. Locus eft et plu- 
ribus umbris. I do not pretend to give you any account of the 
preſent ſtate of this country, or Miniſtry, not otic. nor __ 
ſing it myſelf. 


God bleſs you, and ſend you health, which is the firſt and 
np of all bleſſings ! 


—— 


„ N T 1. K R. cxcvI. 


London, April the 175 5 1768. 
MV DEAR FRIEND, 


Received, yeſterday, your letter of the 1ſt; in which you do 
not mention the ſtate of your health, which 1 Aide you will 


do for the future, 


I believe you have gueſſed the true reaſon of Mr. Keith's 
miſſion; but, by a Under that I have ſince heard, Keith is rather 
inclined to go to Turin, as Charge d Affaires. I forgot to tell 


you, 
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you, in my laſt, that I was moſt poſitively aſſured, that the 
inſtant you return to Dreſden, Keith ſhould decamp. I amv 

perſuaded that they will keep their words with me, as there 

is no one reaſon in the world why they ſhould not. I will ſend 
your annual to Mr, Larpent, in a fortnight, and pay the forty 
ſhillings a day quarterly, if there ſhould be occaſion; for, in my 

own private opinion, there will be no Charge d Affaires ſent. 
I agree with you, that point d Argent point q Allemand, as was 
uſed to be ſaid, and not without more reaſon, of the Swils-; but, 

as we have Ader the inclination nor (I fear) the power to give 
ſubſidies, the Court of Vienna ean give good things that coſt them 
nothing, as Archbiſhoprics, Biſhoprics,. beſides. eorrupting, [their 
Miniſters and favourites with places. | 
Elections, here, have been carried to a degree of frenzy hitherto: 
unheard of; that for the town of N orthampton has coſt the 
contending parties at leaſt thirty thouſand pounds a ſide, and 
has fold his borough of , to two Members, 
for nine thouſand pounds. As ſoon as Wilkes had loſt his 
election for the City, he ſet up for the County of Middleſex, and 
carried it hollow, as the jockeys ſay. Here were great mobs and 
riots upon that occaſion, and moſt of the windows in town broke, 
that had no lights for Wilkes and Liberty, who were thought 
to be inſeparable. He will appear, the 2oth of this month, in. 
the Court of King's Bench, to receive his ſentence ; and then 
great riots are again — and probably will happen. God: 


bleſs you. J 


— 
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Bath, Oktober the Fu 1768 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


OUR two laſt letters, to myſelf and Gates, have alarm- 

ed me extremely; but I comfort myſelf a little, by hoping, 
that you, like all people who ſuffer, think yourſelf worſe than 
they are. A dropſy never comes ſo ſuddenly ; and I flatter my- 
ſelf, that it is only that gouty or rheumatic humour, which has 
plagued you fo long, that has occaſioned the temporary ſwelling 
of your legs. Above forty years ago, after a violent fever, my legs 
ſwelled as much as you deſcribe yours to be; I immediately 
thought that I had a dropſy ; but the Faculty aſſured me, that 
my complaint was only the effect of my fever, and would 
ſoon be cured; and they ſaid true. Pray let your amanuenſis, 
whoever he may be, write an account regularly, once a week, ei- 
ther to Grevenkop or myſelf, for that is the ſame thing, of the 
ſtate of your health. 

I ſent you, in four ſucceſlive letters, as much of the Dutcheſß 
of Somerſet's ſnuff as a letter could well convey. to you. Have 
you received all or any of them? and have they. done you any 
good? Though, in your preſent condition, you cannot go into 
company, I hope you have ſome acquaintances that come-and fit 
with you; for if originally it was not good for man to be alone, 
it is much worſe for a fick man to be ſo; he thinks too much of 
his diſtemper, and magnifies it. Some men of learning amongſt 
the Eccleſiaſtics, I dare ſay, would be glad to fit with you; and 
you could give them as good as they brought, 


Poor 


* 8 
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Poor Harte, who i is here ſtill, is in a moſt miſerable condition; 
he has entirely loſt the uſe of his left fide, and tan, hardly ſpeak 
intelligibly. I was with him yeſterday. He inquired after you 
with great affection, and was in the ntmoſt concern when I ſhow- 

ed him your letter. 
My own health is as it has been, ever ſince I was here laſt year. 
1 am, neither well nor ill, but anwell. I have, in a manner, 
loſt the uſe of my legs; for though I can make a ſhift to crawl. 
upon even ground for a quarter of an hour, I cannot go up or 
down ſtairs, unleſs ſupported by a ſervant. 

God bleſs, and grant you a ſpeedy recovery | 
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„ dere: end the letters to Me. Stanhope, as: be died the 6th. of November fol- 
lowing. 
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To Mrs. Stanhope, then at Paris. 


London, March the 16th, 1769. 
MA DAM, 


Troubleſome and painful inflammation in my eyes, obliges 
me to uſe another hand than my own, to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter from Avignon, of the 27th paſt, 

I am extremely ſurpriſed that Mrs. du-Bouchet ſhould have 
any objection to the manner in which your late huſband deſired 
to be buried, and which you, very properly, complied with. All I 
deſire, for my own burial, is, not to be buried alive; but how or 
where, I think, muſt be entirely indifferent to every rational 
creature. | 

I have no commiſſion to trouble you with, during, your ſtay at 
Paris ; ſrom whence, I wiſh you and the boys a good journey 
1 where I ſhall be very glad to ſee you all, and aſſure you 
of my being, with great truth, 

Your faithful, humble ſervant. 


CHESTERFIELD, 


L E T TE N CXOIX. 
To the ſame, at London. 
MA DAM, | ; 


HE laſt time that I had the pleaſure of "OR you, I was 
ſo taken up in playing with the boys, that I forgot their 


more important affairs. How ſoon would you have them placed 
at ſchool: ? When I know your pleaſure as to that, I will ſend to 


© Monſieur 
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Monſieur Perny, to prepare every thing for their reception. In 
the mean time, I beg that you will equip them thoroughly with 
clothes, linen, &c. all good, but plain; and give me the account, 
which I will pay; for I do not intend, that, from this time for- 


wards, the two boys ſhould coſt you one ſhilling, I am, wick 
great truth, 
Madam, 
8 Vour faithful humble ſervant, 
Wedneſday. Cansran fist. * 


L ET T E R cc. 


MADAM, - 


A S ſome day muſt be faxed for coding the boys to ſchos], .. 
4 do you approve of the 8th of next month ? by which time 
the weather will probably be warm and ſettled, and you will be 
able to equip them completely. 

I will, upon that day, ſend my coach to you, to carry you 
and the boys to Loughborough Houſe, with all their immenſe 
baggage. I muſt recommend to you, when you leave them there, 
to ſuppreſs, as well as you can, the overflowings of maternal 
tenderneſs ; which would grieve the poor boys the more, and give 
them a terror of their new eſtabliſhment. _ 

I am, with great truth, Madam, 

Your faithful, humble ſervant, 


Thurſday morning. | CHesSTERFIELD. 
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1 aii *. an e "Bath, October the 14th, 1769. 
M AAM. | 


OBODY can be more willing or ready to obey orders, 

than I am; but then I, muſt like the orders, and the 
orderer. Vour orders and yourſelf come under this deſcription ; 
and therefore I muſt give you an account of my arrival and 
exiſtence, ſuch as it is, here. I got hither laſt Sunday, the day 
after I left London, leſs fatigued than I expected to have been; 
and now crawl about this lace upon my three legs, but am 
kept in countenance by many of my fellow crawlers : the laſt 
part of the Sphynx's riddle approaches, and I ſhall Amen end, as 
1 began, upon all tours. a 

When you happen, to ſee either Monſieur 3 Perny, 
I beg you will give them this melancholick, proof of my eaducity, 
and tell them, that the laſt time I went to ſce the boys, I carried 
the Michaelmas quarteridge in my pocket, and when I was there 
I totally forgot it; but aſſure them, that I have not the leaft 
intention to bilk hem. and will pay them faithfully, che two 
quarters. together, at Chriſtmas. 3 
J hope our two boys are well; for then I am ſure, you are ſo. 
I am, with great truth and eſteem, 
Your mol eiten. humble ſervant, 


rin nd de | CunsTERFIELD, 
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MADAM, A Odtober the 28th, i 


OUR kind anxiety 6 my health and life. ; is more than, in 

my opinion, they are both worth; without the former, the 
pe is a burthen; and, indeed, I am very, weary of it. I think 
I have got ſome benefit by drinking theſe waters, and by bathing, 
for. my old, ſtiff, rheumatic limbs; for I believe I could "on out- 
crawl a ſnail, - or, perhaps, even a tartoile. 


I hope the boys are well. Phil, I dare fay, has been in ſome 
ſcrapes; but he will get triumphantly out of them, by dint; of 
ſtrength and reſolution. 

I am, with great truth and eſteem, | 
Nr e moft faithful, humble ſervant, 


Cansrzxiklb. 
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| MADAM, 


Remember very well the paragraph which you quote. | from. a 
letter of mine to Mrs. du- Boychet, and ſee no reaſon vet to 
retract that opinion, in generul, which at leaſt nineteen widows 1 in 
twenty had authoriſed. I had not then the pleaſure of your ac- 
quaintance; I had ſeen you but twice or thrice, and I had no 
reaſon to think that you would deviate, as you have done, from 
other widows, ſo much, as to put perpetual ſhackles upon yourſelf, 
gan TTY „ 4 | for 
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for the ſake of your children; but (if J may uſe a vulgariſm) 
one fwallow makes no ſummer: five | righteous! were ſormerly 
neceſſary toſave a city, and they could not be ſound; fo, till I find 
four more ſuch righteous widows as yourſelf, I ſhall entertain my 
former notions of widowhood in general. f 

I can aſſure you that I drink here very ſoberly and ecutioulty, 
and, at the ſame time, keep fo cool a diet, that 1 do not find the 
leaſt ſymptom of heat, much leſs of inflammation. By the way, 
I never had that complaint, in conſequence of having drank theſe 
waters; for I have had it but four times, and always in the 
middle of ſummer. Mr. eee roar even to minuties, 
and my ſiſter delights in tem. 607 
Chatles will be a ſcholar, if you leaſe 3 | bot our little Philip, 
without being one, will be ſomething or other as good, though I 
do not yet gueſs what. I am not of the opinion generally en- 
tertained in this country, that man lives by Greek and Latin 
alone ; that is, by knowing a great many words of two dead 
languages, which nobody living knows perfectly, and which are 
of no uſe in the common. intercourſe of life. Uſeful knowledge, 
in my opinion, conſiſts of modern languages, hiſtory, and geo- 
graphy ; ſome Latin may be thrown into the bargain, in compli- 
ance with cuſtom, and for tlofet amuſement. 

You are, by this time, certainly tired with this long letter, 
which I could prove to you from Horace's own words (for I am 
a ſcholar) to be a bad one; he fays, that water-drinkers can 
write nothing good ſo I am, with real truth and eſteem, 


Tour moſt faithful, humble ſervant, 
| | CHESTERFIELD. 


DET T EN Cen” 
MAD AM, | Bath, October the 9th, 1770. 


Am extremely obliged to you for the kind part which you 
take in my health and life: as to the latter, I am as indiffe- 
rent myſelf, as any other body can be; but as to the former, I 
confeſs care and anxiety ; ; for, while I am to crawl upon this Planet, 
I would willingly enjoy the health at leaſt of an inſet. How far 
theſe waters will "reſtore me to that moderate degree of health, 
which alone I aſpire at, I have not yet given them a fair trial, 
having drank them but one week ; the only difference, I hither- | 
to find, is, that I ſleep better than I did. 


I beg that you will neither give yourſelf, nor Mr. Fitzhugh, 
much trouble about the Pine plants ; for, as it is three years before 


they fruit, I might as well, at my age, plant Oaks, and hope to 
have the advantage of their Timber; however, ſomebody or other, 
God knows who, will eat them, as ſomebody or other will fell 
and fell the oaks I planted five-and-forty years ago. 
I hope our boys are well; y reſpects to them both. 
I am, with the greateſt truth, 
Your faithful, humble ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD, 


JL. E T T E R . 


Bath, November the 4th, 1770. 
MADAM, 


HE poſt has been more favourable to you, chan I intended 
it ſhould ; for, upon my word, I anſwered your former 
letter, the poſt aſter I had received it. However you have got a 
loſs, as we lay, ſometimes, in Ireland, 
„„ 


My 
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1 My friends, from time to time, require bills of health from me, 
in theſe ſuſpicious times, when the Plague is buſy in ſome parts of 
Europe. All I can fay, in anſwer to their kind inquities, is, that 
1 have not the diſtemper properly called the Plague; but that 1 
have all the plagues of old · age, and of a ſhattered carcaſe. Theſe 
waters have done me what little good J expected from them; 
though by no means what I could have wiſhed, for I wiſhed them 
to be les eaux de Fouvence. | 
I had a letter, the other day, from our two boys; Charles's was 
very finely written, and Philip's very pregtily they are perfectly 
well, and ſay that they want nothing. What grown-up people will, 
or can ſay as much? I am, with the trueſt eſteem, 
CEE Madam, 

Your moſt faithful ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


L E T T © XR cow. 
Bath, October the 27th, 1771. 
MADAM, 


IPO N my word, you intereſt yourſelf in the ſtate of my 
exiſtence, more than I do myſelf ; for it is worth the care 
of neither of us. I ordered my valet de chambre, according to 
your orders, to inform you of my ſafe arrival here; to which ! 
can add nothing, being neither better nor worſe than I was then. 

I am very glad that our boys are well. Pray give them the 
_ encloſed, 

I am not at all ſurprized at Mr. 's converſion ; for he was, 
at ſeventeen, the idol of old women, for his gravity, devotion, 
and dullneſs. I am, Madam, 

| | Your moſt faithful, humble ſervant, 
9 CnssrRRPIEIp. 
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L E T T E R © COVE. 
To Charles and Philip Stanhope. 


Bath, October the 25th, 1771. 
Received, a few days ago, two the beſt written letters that 
ever I ſaw in my life; the one ſigned Charles Stanhope, the 
other Philip Stanhope. As for you, Charles, I did not wonder 
at it; for you will take pains, and are a lover of letters: but 
you, idle rogue, you Phil, how came you to write ſo well, that 
one can almoſt ſay of you two, et cantare fares et reſpondere 
parati ? Charles will explain this Latin to you. 

I am told, Phil, that you have got a nick-name at ſchool, from 
your intimacy with Maſter Strangeways; and that they call you 
Maſter S:rangerways; for, to be ſure, you are a "_ boy. Is 
this true ? 

Tell me what you would have me vi you both from 


hence, and I will bring it you, when I come to town, In the 
mean time, God bleſs you both | 


CHESTERFIELD, 


THE END OF THE LETTERS. 


32 1 MISCEL- 


Some Account of the Government of the Republic of the 
| Seven United Provinces, 2 


HE Government of the Republic of the Seven United 

Provinces, is thought, by many, to be Democratical ; but 
it is merely Ariſtocratical * ; the People not having the leaſt ſhare 
in it, either themſelves, or by repreſentatives of their own chuſ- 
ing: they have nothing to do but to pay and grumble. 

The Sovereign Power is commonly thought to be in the States 
General, as they are called, reſiding at the Hague. It is no fuch 
thing; they are only limited Deputies, obliged to conſult their 
Conſtituents upon every point of any importance that occurs, It 
is very true, that the Sovereign Power is lodged in the States 
General; but who are thoſe States General? Not thoſe who are 
commonly called ſo; but the Senate, Council, or Froo!/chaps, 


* The Members of the Senate, or Vrootſcbaps, were originally elected by the Bur- 
ghers, in a general, and often a tumultuous afſembly : but now, for near two hundred 
years, the Yrootſchaps found means to perſuade the people, that theſe elections were 
troubleſome and dangerous; and kindly took upon themſelves to elect their own Mem- 
bers, upon vacancies, and to keep their own body full, without troubling the people 
with an election: it was then that the Ariſtocracy was eſtabliſhed. F | 
2 call, - 
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call it what you will, of every town, in every Province that ſends 
Deputies to the Provincial States of the ſaid Province, Theſe 
FVrootſchaps are, in truth, the States General; but, were they 
to aſſemble, they would amount, for ought I know, to two or 
three thouſand : it is, therefore, for conveniency and diſpatch of 
buſmeſs, that every Province ſends Deputies to the Hague, who 
- are conſtantly aſſembled there; who are commonly called the States 
General, and in whom, many people falſely imagine, that the 
Sovereign Power is lodged, Theſe Deputies are choſen by the 
Lrootſchaps ; but their powers are extremely circumſcribed ; and 
they can conſent to“ nothing, without writing, or returning them- 
ſelves, to their ſeveral conſtituent towns, for inſtructions in that 
particular caſe, They are authoriſed to concur in matters of 
order; that is, to continue things in the common, current, ordi- 
nary train; but, for the leaſt innovation, the leaſt ſtep out of 
the . 5555 courſe, new inſtructions muſt be given; 5 either to 
deliberate or to conclude. | 
Many people are ignorant enough, to take the Province of 
Holland, ſingly, for the Republic of the Seven United Provinces ; 
and when they mean to ſpeak of the Ri they fay, + Hal 
land 


When the Deputies of the States ſigned the Triple Alliance with Sir William Tem- 
ple, in two or three days time, and without conſulting their Principals (however 
Sir William Temple values himſelf upon it) in reality, they only ſigned Sub Spe Rati. 
The act was not valid; and had it not been ratified by the ſeveral Conſtituents of the 
ſeveral Provinces, it had been as non avenu. The Deputies, who ſigned that treaty 
Sub Spe Rati, knew well enough that, conſidering the nature of the treaty, and the 


then ſituation of affairs, they ſhould not only be avowed, bur approved of, by their 
Maſters, the States. 


+ When the Province of Holland has once taken an important reſolution, of Peace, or 
War, or Acceſſion to any treaty, it is very probable that the other Provinces will come 
into that meaſure, but by no means certain: it is often a great while firſt ; and when 

the little Provinces Know that the Province of Holland has their concurrence. much at 
NN heart 
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land will, or will not, do ſuch a thing: but moſt people are 
ignorant enough to-imagine, that the Province of Holland has a 
legal, a conſtitutional power over the other ſix; whereas, by 
the Act of Union, the little Province of Groningen is as much 
Sovereign as the Province of Holland. The Seven Provinces are 
Seven diſtinct Sovereignties, confederated together in one Re- 
public; no one having any ſuperiority over, or dependence 
upon, any other: nay, in point of precedence, Holland is but 
the ſecond, Gweldres being the firſt, It is very natural to ſup- 
poſe, and it is very true in fact, that Holland, from its ſuperiority 
of ſtrength and riches, and paying 58 per cent. ſhould have great 
weight and influence in the other fix Provinces ; but power it 
has none. | 

The unanimity, which is conſtitutionally requiſite for every act 
of each Town, and each Province, ſeparately ; and then for every 
act of the Seven collectively; is ſomething ſo abſurd, and ſo imprae- 
ticable in government, that one is aſtoniſhed, that even the form 
of it has been tolerated ſo long; for the ſubſtance is not ſtrialy 
obſerved. And five Provinces will often conclude, though two 
difſent, provided that Holland and Zeland are two of the five. 
As fourteen or fifteen of the principal towns of Holland will 
conclude an affair, notwithſtanding the oppoſition of four or five 
of the leſſer. I cannot help conjecturing, that William, the firſt 
Prince 


heart, they will often annex conditions to it; as the little towns in Holland frequently 
do, when the great ones want their concurrence. As for inſtance ; when I was ſolliciting 
the acceſſion of the Republic to the treaty of Vienna, in 1731 z which the Penſionary, 
Comte Sinzendorf, and I, had made ſecretly at the Hague; all the towns in Holland 
came pretty readily into it, except the little town of Briel; whoſe Deputies frankly | 
declared, that they would not give their conſent, till Major ſuch-a-one, a very honeſt - 
gentleman of their town, was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel; and that, as 
ſoon as that was done, they would agree, for they approved of the treaty. This was 
accordingly done in two or three days, and then they agreed. This is a ſtrong inſtance 


of the abſurdity of the unanimity required, and of che uſe that 1s often made of it. 
0 | However 


6 
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Prince of Orange, called the Tuciturne, the ableſt man, without 
diſpute, of the age he lived in, not excepting even the Admiral 
Colignyꝰ, and who had the modelling of the Republic as he 
pleaſed; I conjecture, I ſay, that the Prince of Orange would 
never” have ſuffered ſuch an abſurdity to have crippled that go- 
vernment, which he was at the head of, if he had not thought it 
uſeful to himſelf and his family. He covered the greateſt am- 
bition with the greateſt modeſty, and declined the inſignificant, 
outward ſigns, as much as he deſired the ſolid ſubſtance of power: 
Might he not therefore think, that this abfurd, though requiſite 
unanimity, made a Stadthouder abſolutely neceſſary, to render the 
government practicable? In which caſe he was very ſure the Stadt- 
houder would always be taken out of his family ; - and he minded 
things, not names. The Penſionary + thinks this conjecture pro- 
bable ; and as we were talking the other day, confidentially, upon 
this ſubject, we both agreed that this monſtrous and impracticable 


However, ſhould one, or even two, of the leſſer Provinces, who contribute little, 
and often pay leſs to the public charge, obſtinately and frivolouſly, or perhaps cor- 
ruptly, perſiſt in oppoſing a meaſure which Holland, and the other more conſiderable 
Provinces thought neceſſary, and had agreed to, they would ſend a Deputation to thoſe 
oppoſing Provinces, to reaſon with, and perſuade them to concur; but if this would 
not do, they would, as they have done in many inſtances, conclude without them, 
The ſame thing is done in the Provincial States of the reſpective Provinces ; where, if 
one or two of the leaſt conſiderable towns pertinaciouſly oppoſe a neceſſary meaſure, 
they conclude without them. But as this is abſolutely unconſtitutional, it is avoided 
as much as poſſible, and a complete unanimity procured, if it can be, by ſuch little 
conceſſions as that which I have mentioned to the Briel Major. 


* I am perſuaded, that had the Taciturne been in the place of the Admiral Coligny, 
he would never have been prevailed upon to have come to Paris, and to have put him- 
| ſelf into the power of thoſe two monſters of perfidy and cruelty, Catharine of Medicis 
and Charles the Ninth. His prudent eſcape from Flanders 1 is a proof of it; he 
rather choſe to be Prince ſans terre than Prince ſans tite. 


+ Monſieur Slingelandt, the ableſt. Miniſter, and the honeſteſt man 1 ever knew. 
I may juſtly call him my Friend, my Maſter, and my Guide. For I was then quite 
new in buſineſs; he inſtructed me, he loved, he | truſted me, 


unanimity, 
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engagements ; but that he foreſaw that the defects in their 
form of government, and the abuſes crept into every part of it, 
would infallibly produce a * Stadthouder, tumultuouſly impoſed 
upon the Republic, by an inſurrection of the populace, as in the 
caſe of King William. I told him, that, in my opinion, if that 
were to happen a ſecond time, the Stadthouder ſo made would be 
their King +. He ſaid, he believed fo too; and that he had 
urged all this to the moſt conſiderable Members of the Govern- 
ment, and the moſt jealous Republicans. That he had even 
formed a plan, which he had laid before them, as the only poſ- 
ſible one to prevent this impending danger. That a Stadthouder 
was originally the chief ſpring upon which n government 


Lr Ic has ſince 3 that he judged very rightly. | 

+ And ſo he ought to be now, even for: the ſake and preſervation of the Seven 
Provinces. The neceſſary principle of a Republic, Virtue, ſubſiſts no longer there. 
The great riches of private people (chough the public is poor) have long ago ex- 
tinguiſhed that principle, and deſtroyed the equality neceſſary to a Commonwealth, 
A Commonwealth, is unqueſtionably, upon paper, the molt rational and equitable form 
of government; but it is as unqueſtionably impracticable, in all countries where riches 
have introduced luxury, and a great inequality of conditions. It will only do in thoſe 
Countries that poverty keeps virtuous. In England, it would very ſoon grow a tyran- 
nical Ariſtocracy; ſoon afterwards, an Oligarchy ; and ſoon after that, an abſolute 
Monarchy : from the ſame cauſes that Denmark, in the laſt century, became ſo: 
the intolerable oppreſſion of the bulk of the people, from thoſe whom they locked 
upon as their equals. If the young Stadthouder has abilities, he will, when he grows 
up, get all the powers of a limited Monarchy, ſuch as England, no matter. under 


what name; and, if he is really wiſe, he will deſire no more: if the people! are wiſe, 
they will give it him. 


Vor. II. N 2 turned; 


_” 
unanimity, required by the conſtitution,- was, alone, ſufficient to 
bring about a Stadthouder, in ſpite of all the meaſures of the 
Republican party to prevent it. He confeſſed to me, that upon his 
being made Penſionary, he entered into ſolemn engagements, not 


to contribute, directly nor indirectly, to any change of the preſent 
form of government, and that he would ſcrupulouſly obſerve thoſe 
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turned; and that, if they would have no Stadthouder, they muſt ſub- 
ſtitute a ſuccedanaum, That one part of that ſuccedancum muſt 
be to aboliſh the unanimity required by the preſent form of 
government, and which, only a Stadthouder could render prac- 
ticable, by his influence. That the abuſes which were crept into 
the military part of the government, muſt be corrected, or that 
they alone, if they were ſuffered to go on, would make a Stadt- 
houder: in order that the army and the navy, which the public 
paid ſor, might be of ſome uſe, which at preſent they were not. 
That he had laid theſe and many other conſiderations of the like 
nature before them; in the hopes of one of theſe two things; either 
to prevail with them to make a Stadthouder unneceſſary, by a juſt 
reformation of the abuſes of the government, and ſubſtituting a 
majority, or, at moſt, two thirds, to the abſurd and impracticable 
unanimity now requiſite. Or, if they would not come into theſe 
preventive regulations, that they would treat amicably with the 
Prince of Orange, and give him the Stadtbouderat, under ſtrict 
limitations, and with effectual proviſions for their liberty. But 
they would liſten to neither of theſe expedients; the firſt affected 
the private intereſts of moſt of the conſiderable people of the 
Republic, whoſe power and profit aroſe from thoſe abuſes. And 
the ſecond was too contrary to the violent paſſions and prejudices 
of Meſſrs. d'Obdam, Booteſlaer, Hallewyn, and other Heads of 
the high Republican party. Upon this, I ſaid to the Penſionary, 
that he had fully proved to me, not only that there would, but 
that there ought to be a Stadthouder. He replied, „There will 
* moſt certainly be one, and you are young enough to live to ſee 
it. I hope I ſhall be out of the way firſt ; but, if I am not out 
* of the world at that time, I will be out of my place, and paſs 
the poor remainder of my life in quiet. I only pray that our 
« new Maſter, whenever we have him, may be gently given us. 


N * « My 
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My friend, the Greffier *, thinks a Stadthouder abſolutely 
* neceſfary to fave the Republic, and fo de I, as much as he, if 
they will not accept of the other expedient; but we are in 
« very different ſituations; he is under no engagements to the 
«* contrary, and I am.” He then aſked me, in confidence, whe- 
ther I had any inſtructions to promote the Prince of Orange's 
views and intereſt. I told him truly that I had not; but that, 
however, I would do it, as far as ever I could, quietly and pri- 
vately. That he himſelf had convinced me, that it was for the 
intereſt of the Republic, which I honoured and wiſhed well to; 
and alfo that it would be a much more efficient Ally to England, 
under that form of government. © I muſt own,” replied he, that 
« at preſent we have neither ſtrength, ſecrecy, nor diſpatch.” I 
ſaid, that I knew that but too well, by my own experience; and 
I added (laughing) that I looked upon him as the Prince of 
Orange's greateſt enemy ; and, upon that Prince's violent and 
impetuous enemies + to be his beſt friends ; for that, if his (the 


Penſionary's) 


»The Greffier Fagel, who had been Greffier, that is Secretary of State, above 
fifty years. He had the deepeſt knowledge of buſineſs, and the ſoundeſt judg- 
ment, of any man I ever knew in my life : but he had not that quick, that intuitive 
ſagacity, which the Penſionary Slingelandt had. He has often owned to me, that he 
thought things were gone too far, for any other remedy but a Stadthouder. 

+ Theſe hot-headed Republicans puſhed things with the unjuſteſt acrimony againſt 
the Prince of Orange. They denied him his rank in the army ; and they kept him 
out of the poſſeſſion of the Marquiſat of Tervere and Fleſſingen, which were his own 
patrimony ; and, by theſe means, gave him the merit, with the people, of being un- 
zuftly oppreſſed. | 

| Had he been an abler man himſelf, or better adviſed by others, he might have 
avaited himſelf, much more ſolidly than he did, of the affeftion, or rather the 
fury, of the people, in his favour, when they tumultuouſly made him Stadthouder ; 
but he did not know the value and importance of thoſe watm moments, in which he 
might have fixed and clinched his power. Dazzled with the ſhow and trappings of 

power, he did not enough attend to the ſubſtance. He attempted a thing impoſſible, 
which was, to pleaſe every body: he heard every body, begun every thing, and 
| 4 A 2 ; finiſhed 
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Penſionary ) plan were to take place, the Prince would have 
very little hopes. He interrupted me here, with ſaying, Ve 
craignes rien, M ilord, de ce cote la; mon plan blefſe trop I interet 
particulier, pour tre receu d Ped que F amour du public n dxiſte 
plus f. I thought this converſation too remarkable, not to write 
down the heads of it when I came home, 

The Republic has hardly any Navy at all; the ſingle fund 
for the Marine being the ſmall duties upon exports and imports ; 
which duties are not half collected, by the connivance of the Ma- 
giſtrates themſelves, who are intereſted in the ſmuggling : fo that 
the Republic has now no other title, but courteſy, to the name of a 
Maritime Power, Their trade decreaſes daily, and their national 
debt increaſes. I have good reaſon to believe, that it amounts 
to, at leaſt, fifty millions ſterling. 

The decreaſe of their Herring fiſhery, from wha it appears by 
Monſieur de Wit's Memoirs of Holland, in his time, is incre- 


finiſhed nothing, When the people, in their fury, made him Stadthouder, they deſired 
nothing better than totally to diſſolve the Republican form of government. He 
ſhould have let them. The tumultuous love of the populace muſt be ſeized and 
enjoyed in its firſt tranſports; there is no hoarding of it to uſe upon occaſions ; it will 
not keep. The moſt conſiderable people of the former government would gladly 
have compounded for their lives, and would have thought themſelyes very well off in 
the caſtle of Louveſtein; where one of the Prince of Orange's predeceſſors ſent ſome 
of their anceſtors, in times much leſs favourable. An affected moderation made him 
loſe that moment. The government is now in a disjointed, looſe ſtate. Her R. H. 
the Gouvernante has not power enough to do much good; and yet ſhe has more power 
than authority. Peace and œconomy, both public and domeſtic, ſhould, therefore, be 
the ſole objects of her politics, during the minority of her ſon. The Public is almoſt 
a bankrupt; and her ſon's private fortune extremely incumbered. She has ſenſe and 
ambition; but it is, ſtill, the ſenſe and ambition of a woman; that is, inconſequential 
What remains to be done, requires a firm, manly, and vigorous mind, 


+ Never fear, my Lord; a plan ſo. prejudicial to. private "ow will not be 8 855 
where AIR no longer _ | 


dible 
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dible ; and will be much greater, now that we are, at laſt, wiſe 
enough to take our own Herrings upon. our own coaſts. 

They do not, now, get, by freight, one quarter of what they 
uſed to get : they were the general ſea-carriers of all Europe. 
The act of navigation, paſſed in Cromwell's time, and after- 
wards confirmed in Charles the IId's, gave the firſt blow to that 
branch of their profit; and now we earry more than they do. 
Their only profitable remaining branches of commerce; are their 
trade to the Eaſt-Indies ; where they have engroſſed the Spices ; 
and their illicit trade in America, from Surinam, St. Euſtatia 
Curagoa, &c. . 

Their woollen and filk manufaQures bear not the leaſt com- 
pariſon with ours, neither in quantity, quality, nor exportation. 

Their police is ſtill excellent, and is now the only remains of 
that prudence, vigilance, and good diſcipline, which formerly 
made them eſteemed, reſpected, and courted. 


MAXIMS. 
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MAXIMS 
By the Earl of CursTarrigLD®. 


Proper ſecrecy is the only myſtery of able men ; myſtery 

is the only ſecrecy of weak and cunning ones. 

A Man who tells nothing, or who tells all, will equally have 
nothing told him. 

: If a fool knows a ſecret, he tells it becauſe he is a fool : if a 
knave knows one, he tells it wherever it is his intereſt to tell it. 
But women, and young men, are very apt to tell what ſecrets 
they know, from the vanity of having been truſted. Truſt none 
of theſe, whenever you can help it. 

Inattention to the preſent buſineſs, be it what it will; the 
doing one thing, and thinking at the ſame time of another, or 
the attempting to do two things at once; are the never: failing 
ſigns of a little, frivolous mind. 

A man who cannot command his temper, his attention, and his 
countenance, ſhould not think of being a man of buſineſs. The 
weakeſt man in the world can avail himſelf of the paſſion of the 
wiſeſt. The inattentive man cannot know the buſineſs, and con- 
ſequently cannot do it. And he who cannot command his coun- 
tenance, may een as well tell his thoughts as ſhow them. 
Di.iiqſtruſt all thoſe who love you extremely upon a very flight 
acquaintance, and without any viſible reaſon, Be upon your 
guard, too, againſt thoſe, who confeſs, as their weakneſſes, all the 
Cardinal virtues, 


_ ® Theſe Maxims are referred to in Letter LXXV. p. 308. of this Volume. 
In 
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In your friendſhips, and in your enmities, let your confidence, 
and your hoſtilities have certain bounds : make not the former 

dangerous, nor the latter irreconcileable. There are ſtrange 

viciſſitudes in buſineſs l „ es. boat! 

Smooth your way to the head, through the heart. The way 
of reaſon is a good one; but it is commonly ſomething longer, 
and perhaps not ſo ſure. | 

Spirit is now a very faſhionable word: to act with Spirit, to 
ſpeak with Spirit, means only, to act raſhly, and to talk indi- 
ſcreetly. An able man ſhows his Spirit, by gentle words and 
reſolute actions: he is neither hot nor timid. ee 

When a man of ſenſe happens to be in that diſagreeable ſitua- 

tion, in which he is obliged to afk himſelf, more than once, What 

foall I do? He will anſwer himſelf, Nothing. When his reaſon 
points out to him no good way, or at leaſt no one way leſs bad 
than another, he will ſtop ſhort, and wait for light. A little, 
buſy mind runs on at all events, muſt be doing; and, like a blind 
horſe, fears no dangers, becauſe he ſees none. Il faut ſgavoir 


vennuier. | 

Patience is a moſt neceflary qualification for buſineſs: many a 
man would rather you heared his ſtory, than granted his re- 
queſt. One muſt ſeem to hear the unreaſonable demands of the 
petulant, unmoved, and the tedious details of the dull, untired, 
That is the leaſt price that a man muſt pay for a high ſtation. 

It is always right to detect a fraud, and to perceive a folly ; but 
it is often very wrong to expoſe either. A man of buſineſs ſhould 
always have his eyes open; but muſt often ſeem to have them 
ſhut, 

In Courts, nobody ſhould be below your management and 
attention: the links that form the Court-chain are innumerable 
and inconceivable, You muſt hear with patience the dull griev- 

2 | ances 
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ances of a Gentleman Uſher, or a Page of the Back- ſtairs; who, 
very probably, lies with ſome near relation of the favourite maid, 

of the favourite Miſtreſs, of the favourite Miniſter, or perhaps of 
the King himſelf; and who, conſequently, may do you more dark 
and indirect good, or harm, than the firſt man of quality. 

One good patron at Court may be ſufficient, provided you have 
no perſonal enemies; and, in order to have none, you muſt ſacri- 
fice (as the Indians do to the Devil) moſt of your paſſions, and 
much of your time, to the numberleſs evil Beings that infeſt it: in 
order to prevent and avert the miſchieſs they can do you. 

A young man, be his merit what it will, can never raiſe him- 
ſelf; but muſt, like the ivy round the oak, twine himſelf round 
ſome man of great power and intereſt. Vou muſt belong to a Mi- 
niſter ſome time, before any body will belong to you. And an 
inviolable fidelity to that Miniſter, even in his diſgrace, will be 
meritorious, and recommend you to the next. Miniſters love a 
perſonal, much more than a party attachment. 

As Kings are begotten and born like other men, it is to be pre- 
ſumed that they are of the human ſpecies; and, perhaps, had 
they the ſame education, they might prove like other men. But, 
flattered from their cradles, their hearts are corrupted, and their 
heads are turned, ſo that they ſeem to be a ſpecies by themſelves. 
No King ever ſaid to himſelf, Homo Sum, nihil humani a me 
alienum puto. | 

Flattery cannot be too firong for 8 drunk with it from 
their infancy, like old drinkers, they require drams. 

They prefer a perſonal attachment to a public ſervice, and 
reward it better. They are vain and weak enough to look upon 
it as a free-will offering to their merit, and not as a burnt ſacri- 
fice to their power. 


If you would be a bernd of your Eng. 1 yourſelf to 
| 4 | his 
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his weakneſſes, 
very ſucceſsful, 
In Courts, baſhfulne and timidity .are as prejudicial on one 
hand, as impudence and raſhneſs are on the other. A ſteady afſur- 
ance, and a cool intrepidity, with an exterior modeſty, are the 
true and neceſſary medium. 
Never apply for what you ſee very little probability of obtain- 
ing; for you will, by aſking improper and unattainable things, ac- 
cuſtom the Miniſters to refuſe you ſo often, that they will find it 
eaſy to refuſe you the propereſt, and moſt reaſonable ones. It is a 
common, but a moſt miſtaken rule at Court, to aſk for every thing 
in order to get ſomething : you do get ſomething by it, it is true; 
but that ſomething is, refuſals and ridicule. | 
| There is a Court jargon, a chit-chat, a ſmall talk, which turns 
fingly upon trifles ; .and which, in a great many words, ſays little or 
ftothing. It ſtands fools in ſtead of what they cannot ſay, and 
men of ſenſe in ſtead of what they ſhould not ſay. It is. the pro- 
per language of Levbes, Drawing-rooms, and Antichambers : it is 
neceflary to know it. 


Whatever a man is at Court, he muſt be genteel and well-bred ; 


that cloak covers as many follies, as that of charity does fins. 
I knew a man of great quality, and in a great ſtation at Court, 


conſidered and reſpected, whoſe higheſt character was, that he 


was humbly proud, and genteely dull, 
: It is hard to ſay, which is the greateſt fool; he who tells the 
whole truth, or he who tells no truth at all. Character is as ne- 


ceſſary in buſineſs as in trade. No man can deceive often in 


either. 
At Court, people embrace without acquaintance, ſerve one 


another without friendſhip, and injure one another without 


hatred. Intereſt, not ſentiment, is the growth of that ſoil. 


TH. - ”” ER A dif- 
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A difference of opinion, thaugh in the wereft trifles, alienates 
little minds, eſpecially of high rank. It is full as eaſy to commend 
as to blame a great man's cook, or his taylor: it is ſhorter too; 
and the objects are na more worth diſpoting about, than the people 
are worth diſputing with. It is W to inform, but very 
ceaſy to diſpleaſe them. 

A chearful, eaſy countenance and W are very uſeful at 
Court: they make fook think you a good-natured man; and 
they make deſigning men think you an undeſigning one. 
There are fome occaſions in which a man muſt tell half his 
ſecret, in order to conceal the reſt ; but there is ſeldom one in 
which a man ſhould tell it all. Great {kill is neceſſary to know 
how far to go, and where to ſtop. 

Ceremony is neceſſary in Courts, as the outwork and defence 
of manners. 

Flattery, though a baſe coin, is the neceſlary pocket-money 
at Court; where, by cuſtom and conſent, it has obtained fuch a 
currency, that it is no longer a fraudulent, but a legal payment. 

If a Miniſter refuſes you a reaſonable requeſt, and either flights 
or injures you; if you have not the power to gratify your reſent- 
ment, have the wiſdom to conceal and diſſemble it. Seeming 
good-humour on your part may prevent rancour on his, and, 
perhaps, bring things right again : but if you have the power to 
hurt, hint modeſtly, that if provoked, you may, poſſibly, have 
the will too. Fear, when real, and well founded, is, perhaps, a 
more prevailing motive at Courts than love. 

At Court, many more people can hurt, than can Vip you; 
pleaſe the former, but engage the latter. 

Awkwardneſs is a more real diſadvantage, than it is generally 


thought to be; it often occaſions ridicule, it __ leſſens 
; dignity. 


A man's 
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A man's own good-breeding, is his beſt ſecurity againſt other 
people's ill manners, 

SGood- breeding carries along with it a dignity, that i is reſpected 

by the moſt petulant. Ill-breeding invites and authorizes the 

familiarity of the moſt timid. No man ever faid a pert thing to 

the Duke of Marlborough. No man ever ſaid a civil one (though 

many a flattering one) to Sir Robert Walpole, 

When the old clipped money was called in for a new coinage 
in King William's time; to prevent the like for the future, they 
ſtamped on the edges of the crown pieces, theſe words, er Decus 
et Tutamen. That is exactly the caſe of good - breeding. 
Knowledge may give weight, but accompliſhments only give 
luſtre; and many more people ſee than weigh. 

Moſt arts require long ſtudy and application; but the moſt 
uſeful art of all, that of pleaſing, requires only the deſire. 
It is to be preſumed, that a man of common ſenſe, who does 
not defire to pleaſe, defires nothing at all; fance he muſt know 
that he cannot obtain any thing without it. | 

A' ſkilful Negotiator will moſt carefully diſtinguiſh between the 
little and the great objects of his buſineſs, and will be as frank 
and open in the former, as be will be ſecret and ** in 
the latter. 

He will, by his manners and addreſs, endeavour, at leaſt, to 
make his public adverſaries his perſonal friends, He will flatter 
and engage the Man, while he counterworks the Miniſter ; and 
he will never alienate people's minds from him, by wrangling for 
points, either abſolutely unattainable, or not worth attainin g. 
He will make even a merit of giving up, what he could not or 
would not carry, and ſell a trifle for a thouſand times its value. 
A foreign Miniſter, who is concerned in great affairs, muſt i 

| 4 B 2 neceſſarily 
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neceſſarily have ſpies in his pay; but he muſt not too eaſily credit 
their informations, which are never exactly true, often very falſe. 
His beſt ſpies will always be thoſe whom he does not pay, but 
whom he has engaged in his ſervice by his dexterity and addreſs, 
and who think themſelves nothing leſs than ſpies. 

There is a certain jargon, which, in French, I ſhould call 
un Per fiflage Affaires, that a foreign Miniſter ought to be per- 
fealy maſter of, and may ule very advantageouſly. at great enter- 
tainments, in mixed companies, and in all occaſions where he 
muſt ſpeak, and ſhould ſay nothing. Well turned and well 
ſpoken, it ſeems to mean ſomething, though in truth it means 
nothing. It is a kind of political Sadinage, which prevents or 
removes a thouſand difficulties, to which a foreign Miniſter is 
expoſed in mixed converſations. 

If ever the Yolto ſciolto, and the Penſieri ſtretti are neceſſary, 
they are ſo in theſe affairs. A grave, dark, reſerved, and myſte- 
rious air, has fænum in cornu. An even, eaſy, unembarraſſed one 
invites confidence, and leaves no room for gueſſes and conjectures. 
Both ſimulation and diſſimulation are abſolutely neceſſary for a 

foreign Miniſter; and yet they muſt ſtop ſhort of falſehood and 
perfidy: that middle point is the difficult one: there ability 
conſiſts. He muſt often ſeem pleaſed, when he is vexed; and 
grave, when he is pleaſed; but he muſt never ſay either: that 
would be falſehood, an indelible ſtain to character. 
A foreign Miniſter ſhould be a moſt exact œconomiſt; an ex- 
pence proportioned to his appointments and fortune is neceſſary: 
but, on the other hand, debt is inevitable ruin to him. It ſinks 
him into diſgrace at the Court where he reſides, and into the 
moſt ſervile and abject dependance on the Court that ſent him. 
As he cannot reſent ill uſage, he is ſure to have enough of it. 

The Duc de Sully obſerves very jultiy, in his Memoirs, that 


nothing 
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nothing contributed more to his riſe, than that prudent œconomy 
which he had obſerved from his youth; and by which he had 
always a ſum of money before hand, in caſe of emergencies. | 

It is very difficult to fix the particular point of ceconomy ; the 
beſt error of the two, is on the parſimonious fide: That 'may 
be corrected, the other cannot. | 
The reputation of generoſity is to be purchaſed pretty cheap ; 
it does not depend ſo much upon a man's general expence, as it 
does upon his giving handſomely where it is proper to give at all, 
A. man, for inſtance, who ſhould give a ſervant four ſhillings, 
would paſs for covetous, while he who gave him a crown, would 
be reckoned generous : ſo that the difference of thoſe two op- 
poſite characters, turns upon one ſhilling. A man's character, in 
that particular, depends a great deal upon the report of his own 
ſervants; a mere trifle above common wages, makes their report 
favourable. 1 
Take care always to form your eſtabliſnment ſo much within 

your income, as to leave a ſufficient fund for unexpected contin- 
gencies, and a prudent liberality. There is hardly a year, in any 
man's life, in which a ſmall ſum of ready money may not be 
employed to great advantage. | 


* Upon the back of the original is written, in Mr. Stanhope's hand,“ Excellent 
« Maxims, but more calculated for the Meridian of France or Spain, than of England.” 
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POLITICAL MAXIMS of the Cardinal de Retz, i in his 
Memoirs ; and the late Earl of CursroRe1ELD's $ Remarks. 


L y a ſouvent de la falie a conjurer; mais il y a rien 
de pareil pour faire les gens ſages dans la ſuite: au moins 
pour quelque tems. Comme le peril dans ces ſortes d' affaires 
dure meme -apres les occaſions, l'on n prudent et circonſpect 
dans les momens qui les ſuivent. | 

2. Un efprit mediocre, et ſuſceptible par conſequent d'injuſtes 
defiances, eſt de tous les caracteres celui qui eſt le plus oppoſe à 
un bon chef de Parti; dont la quali la plus ſouvent et la plus in- 
diſpenſablement ncecflaire, eſt de ſupprimer en beaucoup d occa- 
ons, et de cacher en toutes, les ſoupgons mème les plus legi- 
times. 

3. Rien n'anime et n' appuie plus un mouvement, que le ridi- 
cule de celui contre lequel on le fait. 

4. Le ſecret n'eſt pas ſi rare qu on le croit, entre des gens qui 
ſont accoutumts a ſe meler des grandes affaires. 

5. Deſcendre 7 — eſt le * ſur moien de s ẽgaler 
aux grands. 

6. La mode qui a du pouvoir en toutes . ne Fa ſi ſenſi- 
blement en aucune, qu'a Etre bien ou mal à la Cour: il y a des 
tems ou la diſgrace eſt une manicre de feu qui purifie toutes les. 
mauvaiſes qualitez, et qui illumine toutes les bonnes; il y a des 
tems ou il ne fied pas bien a un honnete homme d'etre diſgracié. 

7: La ſouffrance aux perſonnes, _ un _ rang, tient lieu d'une 
poke vertu. 

Il y a une eſpece de — que la pratique fait con- 
noitre quelquefois, mais que la ſpeculation ne fait jamais en- 
tendre. 


1 | 9. Toutes 
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9. Toutes les Puiffances ne peuvent rien contre la reputation 
d'un homme qui fe la conſerve dans fon Corps. 


10. On eſt auſſi ſouvent dope par la difiance que par la con- 


fiance. 0 


11. Lextremite du mal n'eſt jamais à ſon periode, que 4 
ceux qui commandent ont perdu la honte; parce que c'eſt juſte- 

ment le moment dans lequel ceux qui obbiſſent perdent le re- 
ſpect; et c'eſt dans ce meme moment que l'on revient de la Le- 
thargie: mais par des convulfions. 

12. Ily a un voile qui doit toujours couvrir tout ce que Fon 
peut dire, et tout ce que Fon peut croire du Droit des Peuples et 
de celui des Rois, qui ne $'accordent jamais fi bien enſemble que 
dans le ſilence. 

13. Il y a des conjonctures dans leſquelles on ne peut plus faire 
que des fautes; mais la fortune ne met jamais les hommes dans cet 
etat, qui eſt de tous le plus malheureux, et perſonne n'y tombe 
que ceux qui s' precipitent par leur faute. 

14. II fied plus mal A un Miniſtre de dire des fottiſes, que d en 

faire. 
| 1 5. Les avis que Von donne 4 un Miniftre paſſent pour des 
crimes, toutes les fois qu'on ne lui eſt point agreable, 

16. Aupres des Princes, il eſt aufh dangereux, et preſqu auſſi 
criminel, de pouvoir le bien que de vouloir le mal. 

17, Il eſt bien plus naturel à la peur de confulter que de dè- 
cider. 

18. Cette ——— paroit ridicule ; mais elle eſt fondte; 
A Paris, dans les Emotions populaires, les plus echauffez ne venlent 
pas, ce qu' ils apellent, ſe deſheurer. 

19. La fléxibilité eft de toutes les qualitez la plus neceffaire 
pave le maniement des grandes affaires. 


20, On -/ 


- 
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20. On a plus de peine dans les Partis, de vivre avec ceux qui 
en ſont, qu'a agir contre ceux qui y ſont oppoſez. 
221. Les plus grands dangers ont leurs charmes, pour: peu que 
'on appercoive de gloire dans la perſpective des mauvais ſucces ; 
les mEdiocres dangers n'ont que des horreurs, quand la perte de 
la reputation eſt attachee a la mauvaiſe fortune. 

22. Les extremes ſont toujours facheux Mais ce ſont des 
moiens ſages quand ils ſont nëceſſaires: ce qu' ils ont de conſolant 
c'eſt qu' ils ne ſont jamais —— et qu'ils ſont dèciſifs quand 
ils ſont bons. a 

23. Il y a des conjonctures ou la prudence mème ordonne de ne 
conſulter que le chapitre des accidens. 

24. Il n'y a rien dans le monde qui n'aie ſon moment decifif ; 
et le chef d'ceuvre de la bonne conduite, eſt de connoitre et G 
prendre ce moment. 

25. L'abomination joint au ridicule fait le plus W SG et le 
plus irremediable de tous les compoſez. 

26. Les gens foibles ne plicnt j Jamais quand ils le doivent. 

27. Rien ne touche et n'emeut tant les peuples, et mème les 
Compagnies, qui tiennent beaucoup du peuple, que la varietè des 
ſpectacles. 

28. Les exemples du paſſe touchent ſans comparaiſon plus les 
hommes, que ceux de leur ſiecle: nous nous accoutumons a 
tout ce que nous voions; et peut- tre que le Conſulat du Cheval 
de Caligula, ne nous auroit pas tant ſurpris, que nous nous I'ima- 
ginons. 

29. Les hommes foibles ſe laiflent aller ordinairement au plus 
grand bruit. 

30. Il ne faut jamais conteſter ce qu'on ne croit pas pouvoir 
obtenir. 


a 31. Le 
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zu 5 e ou Jon regoit les plus heureuſes nouvelles, eſt 
Jun celui ou il faut redoubler ſon attention pour les petites. 

32. Le pouvoir dans les peuples eſt facheux, en ce qu'il nous 
rend reſpon ſables de ce qu'ils font malgre nous. 778 

33. bs une des plus grandes incommoditez des guerres civiles, 
elt, qu il faut Tree plus d application à ce que Von ne doit pas 
dire a ſes amis, qu a ce que l'on doit faire contre ſes ennemis, 

34. II n'y a point de qualité qui depare tant un grand 
homme, que de n' etre pas juſte a prendre le moment decifif de la 
reputation. L'on ne le manque preſque jamais que pour mieux 
prendre celui de la fortune; c'eſt en quoi l'on ſe trompe, pour 
l' ordinaire, doublement. | / 

35 · La vue la plus commune dans les imprudences, c'eſt celle, 
que Ton a, de la poſſibilitè des reſſources. 
36. Toute Compagnie eſt peuple; ainſi tout y depend des in- 
ſtans. 

37. Tout ce qui paroit hazardeux, et qui pourtant ne beſt pas, 
eſt preſque toujours ſage. 2 

38. Les gens irreſolus prennent toujours, avec facilite, les ouver- 

tures qui les menent a deux chemins, et qui par conſequent ne les 
preſſent pas d'opter. | 

39. Il n'y a point de petits pas dans les grandes affaires. 

40. Il y a des tems ou certaines gens ont toujours raiſon. 

41. Rien ne perſuade tant les gens qui ont peu de ſens que ce 
qu'ils n'entendent pas. | 

42. Il n'eſt pas ſage de faire, dans les factions, ou l'on n'eſt que 
ſur la defenſive, ce qui n'eſt pas preſſe. Mais Iinquittude des 
ſubalternes, eſt la choſe la plus incommode dans ces rencontres z 
ils croient que, des qu'on n'agit pas, on eſt perdu. 5 

43. Les chefs dans les factions n'en ſont les maitres, qu autant 
qu'ils gavent pe venir ou appaiſer les murmures. 5 

Vol. II. | 4 C | 44+ Quand 
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44. Quand la fraĩeur eſt venue à un certain point, elle produit 


les mEmes effets que la temerite. 
45. Il eſt auſſi ncceffaire de choiſir les mots dans les grandes 
affaires, qu'il eſt ſuperflu de les choiſir dans les petites. 

46. Rien n'eſt plus rare ni plus difficile aux Miniſtres qu'un 
certain mEnagement dans le calme qui ſuit immédiatement les 
grandes denen parce que la flatterie y 8 et que la dé- 


fiance n'y eſt pas Eteinte, 
47. Il ne faut pas nous choquer ſi fort des fautes de ceux qui 


ſont nos amis, que nous en donnions de Vavantage à ceux contre 
leſquels nous agiſſons. 

48. Le talent d' inſinuer eſt plus utile que celui de perſuader, 
parce que l'on peut infinuer a tout le monde, et que Von ne per- 
ſuade preſque jamais perſonne. 

49. Dans les maticres qui ne ſont pas favorables par elles- 
memes, tout changement qui n eſt pas neceflaire eſt | pernicieux 
parce qu'il eſt odieux. 

50. Il faut faire voir a ceux qui ſont naturellement foibles toutes 
ſortes d'abimes : parce que c'eſt le vrai moien de les obliger de ſe 
jetter dans le premier chemin qu'on leur ouvre. 

51, L'on doit hazarder le poſlible toutes les fois que Fon ſe 
ſent en etat de profiter meme du manquement de ſucces. 

52. Les hommes irrcſolus fe determinent difhcilement pour les 
moiens quoique meme ils ſoient determines pour la fin. 

53. Ceſt preſque jeu ſur avec les hommes fourbes, de leur faire 
croire que Fon veut tromper ceux que Ion veut ſervir. 

54. L'un des plus grands embarras que l'on ait avec les Princes, 
cet que Von eſt ſouvent oblige, par la conſideration de leur propre 
ſervice, de leur donner des conſeils dont on ne peut * leur dire 
les veritables raiſons. | © Sh 

55. Quand on ſe trouve . de faire un e que Fon 

4 prèvoit 
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| bez 
: / * . 5 . | 
prèvoit ne devoir pas agreer, l'on ne peut lui donner trop d'appa- 
| 4 4 , . „„ 
rence de ſinceritè: parce que c'eſt | unique moien de l'adoucir. 
56. On ne doit jamais ſe jouer avec la faveur, on ne la peut trop 


embraſſer quand elle eſt veritable; 


quand elle eſt fauſſe. 


on ne la peut trop Eloigner 
57. Il y a de Vinconvenient a s' engager ſur des ſuppoſitions Fl 
ce que l'on croit impoſſible ; et pourtantil n'y a rien de ſi commun. 
5 8. La plupart des hommes examinent moins les raiſons de ce 
qu'on leur propoſe contre leur ſentiment, que celles qui peuvent 
obliger, celui qui les propoſe, de s' en ſervir. | 
59, Tout ce qui eſt vuide dans les tems de faction et d'intrigue, 
paſſe pour myſterieux dans les eſprits de ceux qui ne ſont pas ac- 
coutumez aux grandes affaires. | | 
60. Il n'eſt jamais permis a un inferieur de 8'&galer en paroles à 
celui a qui il doit du reſpect, quoi qu'il sy &gale dans l'action. 
61. Tout homme que la fortune ſeule, par quelque accident, a 
fait komme public, devient preſque toujours avec un peu de tems 
un particulier ridicule. 5 
62. La plus grande imperfection des hommes eſt la complai- 
ſance, qu'ils trouvent, a ſe perſuader que les autres ne ſont point 
exemts des défauts qu' ils ſe reconnoiſſent a eux memes. 
63. Il n'y a que Vexperience qui puiſſe apprendre aux hommes 
à ne pas prefcrer ce qui les pique dans le preſent, a ce qui les doit 
toucher bien plus eſſentiellement dans l'avenir. | 
64. Il faut s'appliquer, avec ſoin, dans les grandes affaires en- 
core plus que dans les autres, a ſe detendre du goùt qu'on trouve 
pour la plaiſanterie. 8 
65. On ne peut aſſez peſer les moindres mots, dans les grandes 


affaires. 455 
606. Il n'y a que la continuation du bonheur qui fixe la plupart 


des amitiez. 8 
67. Quiconque aſſemble le peuple, 'tmeut. a 
en TRAN 8- 
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TRANSLATION. 
of Cardinal D RzuTz's Political Maxims. 


T is often madneſs to engage in a conſpiracy ; but nothing 
is ſo effectual to bring people afterwards to their ſenſes, at 


leaſt for a time. As in ſuch undertakings, the danger ſubſiſts, 
even after the buſineſs is over; this obliges to be prudent and 
cireumſpe& in the ſucceeding moments. 

2. A middling underſtanding, being ſuſceptible of unjuſt ſuſ- 
picions, is, conſequently, of all characters, the leaſt fit to head 
a faction. As the moſt indiſpenſable qualification in ſuch a Chief, 
is, to ſuppreſs, in many occaſions, and to conceal in all, even the 
beſt- grounded fuſpicions. 

3. Nothing animates and gives ſtrength to a commotion, ſo 
much as the ridieule of him againſt whom it is raiſed, 

4. Among people uſed to affairs of moment, ſecrecy i is much 
leſs uncommon than is generally believed. 

5. Deſcending to the Little, is the ſureſt way of atthiniop to an 
equality-with the Great. 

6. Faſhion, though powerful in all things, is not more ſo in 
any, than in being well or ill at Court. There are times, when 
diſgrace is a kind of fire, that purifies all bad qualities, and illu- 
minates every good one. There are others, in which the being, 
out of favour is unbecoming a man of character. 

7. Sufferings, in people of the firſt rank, ſupply the want of. 
virtue. 

8. There is a confuſed kind of jumble, which practice: ſome- 
times teaches; but never to be underſtood by ſpeculation. 

9.. The 0 Powers cannot injure a man's character, whoſe 
reputation is unblemiſhed among his party. 


10. We 
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10. We are as often duped by diflidence, as by confidence. 

11. The greateſt evils are not arrived at their utmoſt period, 
until thoſe who are in power have loft all ſenſe of ſhame. At 
ſuch a time, thoſe who. ſhould obey, ſhake off all reſpect and 
fubordination. Then is lethargic indolence rouſed; but rouſed 
by convulſions. 

12. A veil ought always to be drawn over whatever may be 
ſaid or thought concerning the rights of the People, or of Kings; 
which agree beſt when leaſt mentioned“. 

13. There are, at times, ſituations ſo very unfortunate, that 
whatever is undertaken muſt be wrong. Chance, alone, never 
throws people into ſuch dilemmas; and they happen only to thoſe 
who bring them upon themſelves. 

14. It is more unbecoming a Miniſter to ſay, than to do filly 
things. 

15. The advice given to a Miniſter by an obnoxious perſon, 
is always thought bad. | 

16. It is as dangerous, and almoſt as criminal, with Princes, to 
have the power of doing good, as the will of doing evil. 

17. Timorous minds are much more inclined to deliberate than 
to reſolve. I IE 

18. It appears ridiculous to aſſert, but it is not the leſs true, 
that at Paris, during popular commotions, the moſt violent will 
not quit their homes paſt a ſtated hour. | 

19. Flexibility is the moſt requiſite qualification for the 
management of great affairs, | 

20. It is more difficult for the member of a faction to live 
with thoſe of his own party, than to act againſt thoſe who 
oppoſe it. 

* This Maxim, as well as ſeveral others, evidently prove they were written by a 
man ſubject to deſpotic government. _ 
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21, The greateſt dangers have their allurement's, if the want 
of ſucceſs is likely to be attended with a degree of glory. Mid- 
dling dangers are horrid, when the loſs of reputation is the inevit- 
able conſequence of ill ſucceſs. 

22. Violent meaſures are always dangerous, but when neceſſary, 
may then be looked upon as wiſe. They have, however, the 
advantage of never being matter of indifferency ; and, when 
well concerted, muſt be deciſive. 

23. There may be circumſtances, in which even prudence 
direds us to truſt entirely to chance. | 

24. Every thing in this world has its critical moment ; and the 
height of good conduct conſiſts in knowing, and 8 it. 

25. Profligacy, joined to ridicule, form the moſt abominable, 
and moſt dangerous of all characters. 

26. Weak minds never yield when they ought. 

27. Variety of fights have the greateſt effect upon the mob, 
and alſo upon numerous aſſemblies, who, in many reſpects, re- 
ſemble mob. mee 

28, Examples taken from: paſt times have infinitely more 
power over the minds of men, than any of the age in which they 
live. Whatever we ſee, grows familiar ; and perhaps the Conſul- 
ſhip of Caligula's Horſe might not have aſtoniſhed us ſo much as 
we are apt to imagine, | 

29. Weak minds are commonly overpowered by clamour, 

30. We ought never to contend for what we are not likely to 
obtain. | — 

31. The inſtant in which we receive the moſt favourable ac- 
counts, is juſt that wherein we ought to redouble our vigilance, 
even in regard to the moſt trifling circumſtances. 

32. It is dangerous to have a known influence over the people; 

as 
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as thereby we become reſponſible even for what is done- againſt 
our will. 

33. One of the greateſt diffculties i in civil war is, that more art 
is required to know what ſhould be concealed from our friends, 
than what ought to be done againſt our enemies. 

34. Nothing lowers a great man ſo much, as not ſeizing the 
deciſive moment of raiſing his reputation. This is ſeldom ne- 
glected, but with a view to fortune: by which miſtake, it is not 
unuſual to miſs both. 

35. The poſſibility of remedying imprudent actions, is com- 
monly an inducement to commit them. 

36. Every numerous aſſembly is mob; conſequently every thing ; 
there depends upon inſtantaneous turns. 

37. Whatever meafure ſeems hazardous, and is in reality not 
ſo, is generally a wiſe one. 

38. Irreſolute minds always adopt with facility, whatever mea- 
ſures can admit of different iſſues, and conſequently do not re- 
quire an abſolute deciſion. | 

39. In momentous affairs, no ſtep is indifferent. 
40. There are times in which certain people are always in the 


right, 


41. Nothing convinces perſons of a weak underſtanding lo 
effectually, as what they do not comprehend. | 

42. When Factions are only upon the defenſive, they ought never 

to do that which may be delayed. Upon ſuch occaſions, nothing 

is fo troubleſome as the reſtleſſneſs of ſubalterns ; who think a 


ſtate of inaction, total deſtruction, 
43. Thoſe who head Factions have no way of maintaining their 


authority, but by preventing, or quieting diſcontent. 
44. A certain degree of fear, Hogue the ſame effects as raſh- 


nels, 4 
| 1 45. In 
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45. In affairs of importance, the choice of words is of as much 
e as it would be ſuperfluous i in thoſe of little moment. 
2456. During thoſe calms which immediately ſucceed violent 

ſtorms, nothing is more difficult for Miniſters, than to a& pro- 
perly ; ; becauſe, while flattery increaſes, ſuſpicions a are not yet ſub- 
ſided. 

47. The faults of our aer ought never to anger us ſo far, 
as to give an advantage to our enemies. 

48. The talent of infinuation is more uſeful than that of per- 
ſuaſion ; as every body is open to infinuation, but ſcarce any. to 
per gs. | 

49. In matters of a delicate nature, all unneceſſary alterations 
are dangerous; becauſe odious. 

50. The beſt way to compel weak-minded people to, adopt, our 
opinion, is to terrify them from all others, by magnifying their 
danger. 

51. We muſt run all hazards, where we think ee in a 
ſituation to reap ſome advantage, even, from the want of ſucceſs. 

52. Irreſolute men are diffident in reſolving upon the Means, | 
even when they are determined upon the End, 

53. It is almoſt a ſure game, with crafty men, to make them 
believe we intend to deceive thoſe whom, we mean to ſerve, _ 

54. One of the greateſt difficulties with Princes, is the being 
often obliged, in order to ſerve them, to give advice, the true rea- 
ſons of which we dare not mention. 

55. The ſaying things which we foreſee will not be pleaſing, 
can only be ſoftened by the greateſt appearance of ſincerity. 

56. We ought never to trifle with favour, If real, we ſhould 
haſtily ſeize the advantage; if pretended, ayoid the allurement. 

57. It is very inconſequent to enter into engagements upon 
ſuppoſitions we think impoſſible, and yet it is very uſual. 
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388. The generality of mankind pay leſs attention to argu- 
ments urged againſt their opinion, than to ſuch as may engage 
the diſputant to adopt their own. 

59. In times of faction and intrigue, whatever appears inert, 
is reckoned myſterious, by thoſe who are not accuſtomed to affairs 
of moment. 

60. It is never allowable, in an inferior, to equal himſelf in 
words to a ſuperior, although he may rival him in actions. 

. Gr, Every man whom chance alone has, by ſome accident, 
made a public character, hardly ever fails of becoming, in a ſhort 
time, a ridiculous private one. 

62. The greateſt imperfection of men is, the complacency 
with which they are willing to think others not free from faults, 
of which they are themſelves conſcious. 

63, Experience, only, can teach men not to prefer what ſtrikes 
them for the preſent moment, to what will have much greater 
| weight with them hereafter. 

64. In the management of important buſineſs, all turn to rail- 
lery muſt be more carefully avoided than in any other. 

65. In momentous tranſactions, words cannot be ſufficiently 
weighed. 

66. The permanency of moſt friendſhips, depends upon the 

continuity of good fortune. 


67. Whoever aſſembles the multitude, will raiſe commotions. 
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| Lord CynsTREPIELD's Remarks upon the foregoing 
M A X I M 8. s 


HAVE taken the trouble of extracting and collecting, for your 

uſe, the foregoing Political Maxims of the Cardinal de Retz, in 
his Memoirs. They are not aphoriſms of his invention, but the 
true and juſt obſervations of his own experience, in the courſe of 
great buſineſs. My own experience atteſts the truth of them all. 
Read them over with attention as here above, and then read, with 
the ſame attention, and tout de ſuite, the Memoirs; where you will 
find the facts and characters from whence thoſe abſervations are 
drawn, or to which they are applied ; and they will reciprocally 
help to fix each other in your mind. I hardly know any book 
ſo neceſſary for a young man to read and remember. You will 
there find, how great buſineſs is really carried on; very differently 
from what people, who have never been concerned in it, imagine. 
You will there ſee what Courts and Courtiers really are, and ob- 
ſerve that they are neither ſo good as they ſhould be, nor ſo bad 
as they are thought by moſt people. The Court Poet, and the 
ſullen, cloyſtered Pedant, are equally miſtaken in their notions, or 
at leaſt in the accounts they give us of them. Vou will obſerve 
the coolneſs, in general, the perfidy in ſome caſes, and the truth in 
a very few, of Court friendſhips. This will teach you the prudence 
of a general diſtruſt ; and the imprudence of making no exception 
to that rule, upon good and tried grounds. You will ſee the 
utility of good-breeding towards one's greateſt enemies ; and the 
high imprudence and folly, of either infulting or injurious expreſ- 
ſions. You will find, in the Cardinal's own character, a ſtrange, 
but by no means an uncommon mixture, of high and low, good 
and bad, parts and indiſcretion. In the character of Monſieur le 


Duc 
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Duc d' Orleans, you may obſerve the model of weaknefs, irreſolu- 


tion, and fear, though with very good parts. In ſhort, you will, in 
every page of that book, ſee that ſtrange, inconſiſtent creatute, Man, 
juſt as he is. If you would know that period of hiſtory (and it is 
well worth knowing) correctly, after you have read the Cardinat's 
Memoirs, you ſhould read thoſe of Joly, and of Madame de Mot- 
teville; both which throw great light upon the firſt, By all thoſe 
accounts put together it appears, that Anne of Auſtria (with 
great ſubmiſſion to a Crowned Head do I ſay it) was a B—. She 
had ſpirit and courage without parts, devotion without common 
morality, and lewdneſs without tenderneſs, either to juſtify or to 
dignify it. Her two fons were no mote Lewis the Thirteenth's 
than they were mine; and if Buckingham had ſtaid a little longer, 
ſhe would probably have had another by him. 3 
Cardinal Mazarin was a gteat knave, but no great man; much 
more cunning than able; ſcandalouſly falſe, and dirtily greedy. 
As for his enemy, Cardinal de Retz, I can truly call him a man 
of great parts, but I cannot call him a great man. He never was 
ſo much ſo as in his retirement. The Ladies had then a great, 
and have always had ſome ſhare in State affairs in France ; the 
ſpring and the ſtreams of their politics have always been, and al- 
ways will be, the intereſt of their preſent Lover, or their reſentment 
againſt a diſcarded and perfidious one, Money is their great ob- 
jet; of which they are extremely greedy, if it coincides with 
their arrangement with the Lover for the time being : but true 
glory, and public good, never enter into their heads. They 
are always governed by the man they love, and they always 
govern the man who loves them. He or ſhe, who loves the 
moſt, is always governed by him or her who loves the leaſt. 
Madame de Montbazon governed Monſieur de Beaufort, who 
was fond of her; whereas ſhe was only proud of his rank and 
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popularity. The Drudos for the time being, always governed 
Madame and Mademoiſelle de Chevreuſe, and ſteered their poli- 
tics. Madame de Longueville governed her brother, the Prince de 
Conti, who was in love with her; but Marſillac, with whom 
ſhe was in love, governed her. In all female politics, the head 
is certainly not the part that takes the lead: the true and ſectet 
ſpring lies lower and deeper. La Palatine, whom the Cardinal 
celebrates as the ableſt and moſt ſenſible woman he ever met 
with, and who ſeems to have ated more ſyſtematically and con- 
| ſequentially than any of them, ſtarts aſide however, and deviates 
from her plan, whenever the intereſts or the inclinations of La 
Vieuville, her Lover, require it. I will add (though with great 
ſubmiſſion to a late friend of yours at Paris) that no woman ever 
yet, either reaſoned or acted, long together, conſequentially; but 
ſome little thing, ſome love, ſome reſentment, ſome preſent momen- 
tary intereſt, ſome ſuppoſed ſlight, or ſome humour, always breaks 
in upon, and overſets, their moſt prudent reſolutions and 


ſchemes. 
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CONSIDERATIONS upon the Repeal of the - 


tion, relative to Foreigners, in the Act of Settlement. 


HE particular Limitation, relative to Foreigners, in the 

Act of Settlement, and now to be repealed, was marked 
out as „pesulle ſacred, by the firſt Parliament, and that no 
uncomplaiſant one, of the late King, by enacting, that that Li- 
mitation ſhould be inſerted in all future acts of Naturalization z 
and it was ſo, even in the act for naturalizing the Prince 17 
Orange, the King's ſon-in-law. 

But, it ſeems, Meſſieurs Prevot, Bouquet, and others, are now 
to receive”a mark of diſtinction, which the King's ſon-in-law 
could not then obtain : But, can the ſame indulgence, hereafter, 
ever be refuſed to foreign Proteſtant Princes, of the higheſt birth, 
and greateſt merit, and, many of them, nearly related to his 
Majeſty and the Royal Family ; who may, * probably, prefer 
the Britiſh ſervice to any other ? 

The poor military arguments, urged in juſtification of the 
Repeal of this moſt ſacred Law, are too trifling to be the true 
ones, and too wretched to be ſeriouſly anſwered, unleſs by the 
unfortunate Britiſh Officers; who are hereby, in a manner, de- 
clared and enacted to be incapable of dong the duty of Captains, 


Majors, &c. 
Some other reaſon, therefore, muſt bs ſought for ; and, per- 


haps, it is but too eaſily found. 

May it not be periculum faciamus in anima vili? 1 5 this goes 
down, it ſhall be followed ; ſome foreign Prince, of allowed 
merit, ſhall make the firſt application to the Crown, and to the 


Parliament, for the lame favour which was ſhown to Meſſieurs 
Prey ot, 
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Prevot, Bouquet, and Company. Can either of them, in com- 
mon decency, refuſe it? Beſides that, perhaps, a time may 
come, when Generals, and ſuperior Officers, may be as much 
wanted in England, as great Captains and Majors are now 
wanted in America. 

Great evils have always ſuch trifling beginnings, to ſmooth 
the way for them inſenſibly; as Cardinal de Retz moſt 
juſtly obſerves, when he fays, that he is perſuaded, that the 
Romans were carried on by ſuch ſhades and gradations of 
miſchief and extravagancy, as not to have been much ſurpriſed 
or alarmed, when Caligula declared his intention of making 
his horſe Conſul. 80 that, by the natural progreſſion of 
precedents, the next generation may probably ſee, and even 
without furpriſe or abhorrence, Foreigners commairtding your 
troops, and voting the ſupplies for them in both . of 
Parliament. 

As to the pretended utility of theſe foreign n it is im- 
poſſible to anſwer ſuch arguments ſeriouſly. What experience 
evinces the neceſſity? Cape Breton, the ftrongeſt place in 
America, was very irregularly taken, in the laſt war, by our 
irregular American troops. Sir William Johnſon lately beat, 
and took, moſt irregularly, the regular General Dicſkan, at the head 
of his regular forces: and General Braddock, who was moſt judi- 
ciouſly ſelected out of the whole Brittſh army, to be our Scipio 
Americanus, was very irregularly deſtroyed, by unſeen, and to 
this day unknown enemies. 

How will theſe foreign Heroes agree with the Engliſh Offi- 
cers of the ſame corps, who are, in a manner, by act of Par- 
liament, declared unfit for their buſineſo, till inſtructed in it 
by the great foreign maſters of Homicide. Will they not even 
be more inclined to adviſe, than. to abey their Colonel; to 
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interpret, than to execute his orders? Will they co-operate 
properly with our American troops and' Officers, whom they will 
certainly look upon, and treat, as an inexperienced and undiſci- 
plined rabble 7" Can it poſſibly be otherwiſe? or, can it be won: 
dered at, when thoſe gentlemen know, that they. are appointed 
Officers by one act of Parliament, and at the expence of another, 
the moſt ſacred of the ſtatute- book ? n 

O! but there is to be but one half of the Officers, of this 
thundering Legion, who- are to be Foreigners: ſo much the 
worſe; for then, according to the principle laid down, it can 
be but half diſciplined. Beſides, the leſs the object, to which a 
very great object is ſacrificed, the more abſurd, and the more 
fuſpicious, ſuch: a ſacrifice becomes. At firſt, this whole legion 
was to conſiſt of all Foreigners, Field-officers and all; which, 
upon the principle of the abſolute utility and neceſſity of foreign 
Officers, was much more rational; but, thus mitigated, as it is 
called; is a thouſand times more abſurd. And, how does it ſtand 
now > Why, truly, the ſacred Act of Settlement is to be repealed, 
and in the tendereſt part, for the ſake of ſome foreign Captains 
and Majors, who are to be commanded by Britiſh-ſuperior Offi-- 
cers, who, by this act of Parliament, are ſuppoſed not to know- 
their trade. 

One has heard, (but one hears a thouſand falſe reports) that this. 
abſurd ſcheme was, ſome time ago, quaſhed by his Majeſty's-own: 
prudence and goodneſs; and, from the rightneſs of the thing, L. 
am inclined to believe that it is true: and, I am ſure, I will not 
ſuppoſe, that ever that might be among the reaſons for reſuming. 
it in this ſhape, and- forcing it down the throats of the reluQant: 
Nation: but this is certain, that it was once. dropped, and at- 
ſome expence too. The foreign Heroes were contehted with. 


Money inftead of Laurels, and were going away about their own: 
. 
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buſineſs ; but, perhaps, a condeſcenſion to the unanimous wiſhes 
of the whole people of England, at leaſt, was looked upon 
as a dangerous precedent, and the repeal of the Act of Settlement 
as an uſeful one. But, however, I will have candour enough to 
believe, that this was merely an abſurd, wrong-headed meaſure ; 
for, if I did not, I muſt think it the wickedeſt that ever was 


puſhed. 
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AXIOMS IN TRADE. 


0 ſell, upon the whole, more chan you buy. 


To buy your materials as 7 and to ſell your manu- 
factures as dear as you can. 


To eaſe the manufactures, as much as poſſible, of all taxes and 


burthens. 


To lay ſmall or no duties upon your own manufactures ex- 
ported, and to lay high duties upon all foreign manufactures im- 
ported. 

To lay ſmall or no duties upon foreign materials, that are ne- 
ceſlary for your own manufactures; but to lay very high duties 
upon, or rather totally prohibit, the exportation of ſuch of your 
own materials as are neceſſary for the manufactures of other coun- 
tries; as Wool, Fuller's earth, &c. 

To keep the intereſt of money low, that people may place 
their money in trade. 

Not to imagine (as people commonly do) that it is either pru- 
dent or poſlible to prohibit the exportation of your gold and filver, 
whether coined or uncoined. For, if the balance of trade be 
againſt you, that is, if you buy more than you ſell, you muſt ne- 


ceſſarily make up that difference in money; and your Bullion or 


your Coin, which are in effect the ſame thing, muſt and will be 
exported, in ſpight of all laws. Burt if you ſell more than you buy, 
then foreigners muſt do the ſame by you, and make up their de- 
ficiency in Bullion or Coin. Gold and filver are but merchandize, 
as well as Cloth or Linen : and that nation that buys the leaſt, and 
ſells the moſt, muſt always have the moſt money. 


A free trade is always carried on with more advantage to the 
public, than an excluſive one, by a company. But the particu- 
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lar circumftances of ſome trades r ſometimes * a joint 


ſtock and excluſive pritileges. 2201 
All monopolies are deſtrvcire to trade. 


To get, as much as poſſible, the advantages of manufacturing 
and freight. 7 


To contrive to underſell other nations, in foreign markets. 
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To the KING's moſt Excellent MAJESTY, © | 


The humble P E TI TION' of Parte Farl of Curr. 
FIELD, Knight of the moſt noble Order of the Garter, 
Suxwz rz, 


THAT your Petitioner, being rendered, by deafneſs, as uſe- 


poraries ate by nature, hopes, in common with them, to ſhare 
your Majeſty's Royal favour and bounty; whereby he may be 
enabled, either to ſave or ſpend, as he ſhall think proper, more 
than he can do at preſent, 

That your Petitioner, having had the honour of ſerving your 
Majeſty in ſeveral very lucrative employments, ſeems thereby 
intitled to a lucrative retreat from buſineſs, and to enjoy otium 
cum dignitate ; that is, leiſure and a large penſion. 

Your Petitioner humbly preſumes, that he has, at leaſt, a 


common claim to ſuch a penſion : he has a vote in the moſt 


auguſt aſſembly in the world; he has an eſtate that puts him 


above wanting it; but he has, at the ſame time (though he ſays. 


it) an elevation of ſentiment, that makes him not only deſire, 
but (pardon, dread Sir, an expreſſion you are uſed to) inf/# 
upon it. : 5 
That your Petitioner is little apt, and always unwilling, to 
ſpeak advantageouſly of himſelf; but as, after all, ſome juſtice 
is due to one's-ſelf, as well as to others, he begs leave to repre- 
ſent, That his loyalty to your Majeſty has always been unſhaken, 
even in the worſt of times; That, particularly, in the late unna- 
tural rebellion, when the Pretender advanced as far as Derby, at 
23 | 4E 2 the 


L leſs and inſignificant as moſt of his equals and cotem- 
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the head of, at leaft, three thouſand undiſciplined men, the 
flower of the Scottiſh nobility and gentry, your Petitioner did not 
Join him, as, unqueſtionably, he might have done, had he been 
ſo inclined ; but, on the contrary, raiſed ſixteen companies, of 
one hundred men each, at the public expence, in ſupport of 
your Majeſty's undoubted right to the Imperial Crown of theſe 
Realms; which diſtinguiſhed proof of his loyalty, Is, to this 
hour, unrewarded. 

Your Majeſty's Petitioner is well aware, that your Civil Liſt 
muſt, neceſſarily, be in a low and languid ſtate, after the vari- 
ous, frequent, and profuſe evacuations, which it has of late years 
undergone; but, at the ſame time, he preſumes to hope, that 
this argument, which ſeems not to have been made uſe of againſt 
any other perſon whatſoever, ſhall not, in this fingle cafe, be 
urged againſt him; and the leſs ſo, as he has good reaſons to 
believe, that the deficiencies of the Penſion-fund are, by no 
means, the laſt that will be made good by Parliament. 

Your Petitioner begs leave to obſerve, That a ſmall penſion is 
diſgraceful and opprobrious, as it intimates a ſhameful neceſſity 
on one part, and a degrading fort of charity on the other : but 
that a great one implies dignity and affluence on. one fide ; on: 
the other, regard and eſteem; which, doubtleſs, your Majeſty 
muſt entertain, in the higheſt degree, for thoſe great perſonages, 
whoſe reſpectable names ſtand upon your Eleemoſynary liſt. Your 
Petitioner, therefore, humbly perſuades. himſelf, upon this prin- 
ciple, that leſs than three thouſand pounds a year will not be pro- 
poſed to him: if made up gold, "the more agreeable 3. if for life, 
the more marketable. 

Your Petitioner perſuades himſelf, that your. Majeſty will not 
ſuſpect this his humble application to proceed from any mean, 
intereſted motive, of which. * has always had the utmoſt 
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a bhorrence. No, Sir, he confeſſes his own weakneſs; Honour 
alone is his object; Honout is his paſſion; Honour is dearer 
to him than life. To Honour he has always ſacrificed all other 
conſiderations; and upon this generous principle, ſingly, he 
now follicits that honour, which, in the moſt ſhining times, 
diſtinguiſhed the greateſt men of Greece ; who were fed at the 
expence of the public. 

Upon this Honour, ſo ſacred to him as a Peer, ſo tender to 
him as a Man, he moſt ſolemnly aſſures your Majeſty, that, in 
caſe you ſhall be pleaſed to grant him this his humble requeſt, 
he will gratefully and honourably ſupport, and promote with 
zeal and vigour, the worſt meaſure that the worſt Miniſter can 
ever ſuggeſt to your Majeſty: but, on the other hand, ſhould he 
be ſingled out, marked, and branded by a refuſal, he thinks 
himſelf obliged in Honour to declare, that he will, to the utmoſt 
of his power, oppoſe the beſt and wiſeſt meaſures, that your 
Majeſty yourſelf can ever dictate. 


And your Majeſty's Petitioner ſhall ever pray. 
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A FRAGMENT. 

A Chapter of the Garter is to be held at St. James's next 
Friday; in which Prince Edward, the Prince of Orange, 

the Earls of Lincoln, Winchelſea, and Cardigan, are to be elected 
Knights Companions of the Order of the Garter. Though ſolely 
nominated by the Crown, they are ſaid to be elected; becauſe 
there is a pretended election. All the Knights are ſummoned to 
attend the Sovereign at a Chapter, to be held on ſuch a day, in 
order to elect ſo many new Knights, into the vacant Stalls of the 
deceaſed ones; accordingly they meet in the Council Chamber, 
where they all fit down according to their ſeniority, at a long 
table, where the Sovereign preſides. There every Knight pre- 
tends to write a liſt of thoſe whom he intends to vote for ; and, 
in effet, writes down nine names, ſuch as. he thinks proper, 
taking care, however, to inſert the names of thoſe who are 
really to be elected; then the Biſhop of Saliſbury, who is always 
the Chancellor of the Order, goes round the table, and takes the 
paper of each Knight, pretends to look into them, and then 
declares the majority of votes to be for thoſe perſons, who were 
nominated by the Crown. Upon this declaration, two of the 
old Knights go into the outward room, where the new ones are 
attending, and introduce them, one after another, according to 
their ranks. The new Knight kneels down before the King, 
who puts the riband about his neck ; then he turns to the Prince 
of Wales, or, in his abſence, to the oldeſt Knight, who puts the 
Garter about his leg. This is the ceremony of the Chapter : that 
of the Inſtallation, which is always performed in St. George's 
Chapel at Windſor, compleats the whole thing; for till then 
the new Knights cannot wear the Star, unleſs by a particular 
Bp _ diſpenſation 
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diſpenſation from the Sovereign, which is very ſeldom granted. 
All ceremonies are in themſelves very ſilly things; but yet, a 
man of the world ſhould know them. They are the outworks of 
Manners and Decency, which would be too often broken in upon, 
if it were not for that defence, which keeps the enemy at a 
proper diſtance. It is for that reaſon, that I always treat fools and 
coxcombs with great ceremony ; true good-breeding not being a 
ſufficient barrier againſt them, The knowledge of the world 
teaches one to deal with different people differently, and accord- 
ing as characters and ſituations require. The verſatile ingenium 
is a moſt eſſential point; and a man muſt be broke to it while he 


is young, Have it always in your thoughts, as I have you in 
mine, Adieu, 


P. S. This moment I receive your letter of the 15th N. 8. 
with which I am very well pleaſed : it informs me, and, what I 
like ſtill better, it ſhows me that you are informed. 


pO wy — 
* — — — 
* * 


A FRA GM E NT. 


OUR riding, fencing, and dancing, conſtantly, at the 

Academy, will, I hope, lengthen you out a little ; there- 
fore, pray take a great deal of thoſe exerciſes: for I would very 
fain have you be, at leaſt, five feet eight inches high, as Mr. 
Harte once wrote me word, that he hoped you would be. Mr. 
Pelham likewiſe told me, that you ſpeak German and French as 
fluently and correctly as a Saxon or a Pariſian. I am very glad 
of both: take care not to forget the former; there is no danger 
of your forgetting the latter. As I both thank and applaud you 


for having, hitherto, employed yourſelf ſo well abroad, I muſt 
| again 
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again repeat to you, that the manner in which you ſhall now em- 
ploy it, at Paris, will be finally deciſive of your fortune, figure, 
and character in the world, and, conſequently, of my eſteem and 
kindneſs. Eight or nine oed determine the whole; which 
whale is very near compleat. It conſiſts in this only: to retain 
and increaſe the learning you have already acquired; to add to it 
the ſtill more uſeful knowledge of the World; and to adorn both, 
with the Manners, the Addreſs, the Air, and the Graces of a 
Man of Faſhion. Without the laſt, I will ſay of your youth 
and your knowledge, what Horace ſays to Venus ; 


Parum comis fine te Fuventas, Mercuriuſque. 


The two great ſubjects of converſation now at Paris are, the 
diſpute between the Crown and the Clergy, and between the 
Crown and the States of Brittany : inform yourſelf thoroughly of 
both; which will let you into the moſt material parts of the 
French hiſtory and conſtitution. There are four letters printed, 
and very well written, againſt the pretended rights and immunities 
of the Clergy 3 to which there is an Anſwer, very well written 
too, in defence of thoſe immunitien. Read them both with at- 
tention ; and alſo, all repreſentations, memorials, and whatever 
ſhall appear, for, or againſt the claims of the States of Brittany. I 
dare ſay, that ninety-nine in a hundred, of the Engliſh at Paris, 
do not give themſelves the trouble of inquiring into thoſe diſ- 
putes ; but content themſelves with ſaying, that there is a con- 
founded buſtle and rout between the King and the Prieſts, and 
between the King and the States of Brittany; but that, for their 
parts, they do not trouble their heads about them ; fight Dog, fight 
Bear : but, with ſubmiſſion to them, theſe are objects worthy 


the attention and inquiries of a man of ſenſe and buſineſs. 
„ my dear child! Fours tenderly, 


We 
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We have been favoured with the following letters, written by the late EAA 
of CHESTERFIELD to different perſons. 


A1 


L ET T R E de recommandation, en faveur de Madame 
Cleland, adreſſce a Madame de Tencin. 


Londres, ce 20 Aouſt, V. 8. 


O MBA TT U par des mouvemens bien différents, j'ai 
long tems ballance, avant que d' oſer me dẽterminer, X vous 
envoier cette lettre. Je ſentois toute Vindiſcretion d'une telle 


demarche, et à quel point c toit abuſer de la bonté que vous 


avez eu pour moi, pendant mon ſejour a Paris, que de vous la 


redemander pour un autre: mais ſollicitè vivement par une Dame 
que ſon merite met a Vabri des refus, et porte, d'ailleurs, à pro- 


fiter du moindre pretexte pour rappeller un ſouvenir qui m'eſt fi 
precieux, que le votre ; le penchant (comme il arrive preſque tou- 
jours) a triomphe de la diſcretion ; et je fatisfais en meme tems a 
mes propres inclinations et aux inſtances de Madame Cleland, qui 
aura l'honneur de vous rendre cette lettre. 

Je ſcais par experience, Madame (car j en ſuis moi-meme un 
exemple) que ce n'eſt pas la premiere affaire de la ſorte, a laquelle 
votre reputation, qui ne ſe renferme point dans les bornes de la 
France, vous a expoſce: mais je me flatte, auſſi, que vous ne la 
trouverez pas la plus déſagréable. Un merite ſuperieur, un 

eſprit juſte, delicat, ornè par la lecture de tout ce qu'il y a de 
bon dans toutes les langues, et un grand uſage du monde, qui 
ont acquis 4 Madame Cleland Veſtime et la conſideration de tout 
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ce qu'il y a d'honnetes gens icy, me raſſurent ſur la liberte, que je 
prends, de vous la -recommander ; et me perſuadent meme que 
vous ne m'en ſcaurez pas mauvais ore. | 

Si vous me demandez, par haſard, pourquoi elle m'a choiſi 
pour ſon introducteur chez vous, et pourquoi elle a crit, que je 
m'ctois acquis ce droit Ia ; je vous dirai naturellement, que c'eſt 
moi, qui en ſuis cauſe. En cela Jai ſuivi L exemple de la plupart 
des volageurs, qui, 42 leur retour, ſe font valoir chez eux, 
par leurs pretendues liaiſons avec ce qu'il y a de plus diſtin- 
gue, chez les autres. Les Rois, les Princes et les Miniſtres 
les ont toujours comble de leurs graces. Et moiennant ce faux 
Gtalage d' honneurs qu'ils n'ont point rect), ils acquicrrent une conſi- 
deration qu'ils-ne meritent point. 

Fai vante-vos bontez pour moi; je les ai exagerces meme, s il 
(toit poſſible; et enfin, pour ne vous rien cacher, ma vanitè a 
pouſie' Veffronterie au point meme de me donner pour votre ami 
favori, et enfant de la maiſon. Quand Madame Cleland m'a pris 
au mot, et m'a dit; © Te vais bientot en France; je n'y ambi- 
te tionne rien tant, que honneur de connoitre Madame de Tencin; 
«© vous qui tes ſi bien la, il ne vous coutera rien de me donner 
« une lettre pour elle.” 

Le cas <toit embaraſſant: car, apres ce que j avois dit, un refus 
auroit étè trop choquant a Madame Cleland, et Vaveu, que je 
| n'ttois pas en droit de le faire, trop humiliant pour mon amour 
propre. Si bien que je me ſuis trouvè reduit a riſquer le pacquet, 
et je crois meme que je Taurois fait, ſi je navois pas eu l honneur 
de vous connoitre du tout, phitot * de me donner le dementi 
ſut un article ſi ſenſible. 

Atiant done franchi le pas; je voudrois bien en profiter, pour 
vous exprimer les ſentimens de reconnoiſſance que j'ai, et que 
j aurai toujours des bontez que vous m'avez temoigne à Paris; 


je 
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je voudrois auſſi vous exprimer tout ce que je penſe des qualitez 
qui diſtinguent votre cœur et votre eſprit, de tous les autres 3 
mais cela me mëneroit également au dela des bornes d'une lettre; 
et au deſſus de mes forces. Wen ̃ ad 

Je ſouhaitterois que Monſieur de Fontenelle voulut bien s'en 
charger pour moi. Sur cet article, je puis dire, fans vanité, que 
nous penſons de mème; avec cette difference, qu'il vous le diroit 
avec cet eſprit, cette delicateſſe, et cette elegance, qui lui ſont 
propres et ſeules convenables au ſujet. f 8 85 

Permettez donc, Madame, que deftituc de tous ces avantages de 
Veſprit, je vous aſſure ſimplement des ſentimens de mon cœur, de 
Veſtime, de la vencration, et de Pattachement reſpectueux, avec 
lequel je ſerai toute ma vie, Madame, ae: 8 

N | Vötre, &c. 


Je erois que vous me pardonnerez bien, ſi je vous ſupplie de 
faire mes complimens a Monſieur de Fontenelle. 


TRANSLATION, 


LETTER of Recommendation, in favour of Mrs. Cleland, | 
to Madame de Tencin. | 


London, Auguſt the - 20th, O. 8. 

A GITATED by various thoughts, I have long been in 
ſuſpence, before I durſt reſolve to ſend this letter. I felt 
all the indiſcretion of ſuch a ſtep, and how much it would be 
treſpaſſing upon the goodneſs I had experienced from you, during 
my ſtay at Paris, to require the ſame for another. A Lady, whoſe 
merit ſecures from a refuſal, has entreated me in the moſt preſſing! 
09:51 _. manner, 
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manner, and my own inclinations have concurred, to make uſe 
of the firſt opportunity, to recall a remembrance which will 
always be pleaſing to me; fo that, inclination having (as it 
generally happens) overpowered diſcretion, my own. wiſhes, and 
Mrs. Cleland's deſires, will both be gratified, by her MM 
honour of preſenting this letter to you. 

I know, Madam, by experience; and am, myſelf, a proof, 
that this is not the firſt affair of that kind, which your reputation, 
not confined within the limits of France, has brought upon you; 
but I flatter myſelf that you will not look upon this as the moſt 
diſagreeable. Superior merit, exquiſite and refined ſenſe, adorned 
by the knowledge of the beſt authors in every language, and a 
"thorough knowledge of the world, have acquired Mrs. Cleland 
the eſteem and conſideration of all people of moſt merit here. 
Theſe motives encourage me to take the liberty of recommend- 
ing her to you, and even perſuade me that you will not take 
it ill. 

If, by ne, you ſhould aſ why this Lady has made choice 
of me to be her introductor towards you, and how ſhe came to 
believe that I had any fuch right; I will candidly own, that I 
myſelf have been the cauſe of it; and, in this reſpe&, I have 
followed the example of moſt travellers; who, at their return to 
their own country, endeavour to raiſe their reputation, by boaſting 
of imaginary connections with the moſt diſtinguiſhed people 
abroad. Kings, Princes, and Miniſters, have always loaded them 

with favours : in conſequence of thoſe boaſted honours, which 
they never received, they often acquire a _ of conſideration 
which they do not deſerve. 

I have boaſted of your goodneſs to me; 1 have even, if pollible, 
exaggerated it; and, in ſhort (not to conceal any thing from you) 
vr has even drove me to declare that I was your favourite 


nn. 
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friend, and domeſticated in your houſe. Mrs, Cleland, imme- 
diately ſeized this opportunity, to lay; © I am going to France 
« ſoon; I wiſh for nothing ſo much, as to have the honour of 
© knowing Madame de Tencin ; fince you are ſo much connected, 
* you can eaſily give me a letter for her.” 

This was an intricate affair ; for after what I had faid, Mrs. 
Cleland might have been edu by a refuſal, and my ſelf- love 
would have been too cruelly hurt, if J had owned. that I had no 

right to do any ſuch thing. So that I find myſelf under a neceſſity 
of running all hazards; and I really believe, that even if I had 
not been known to you at all, I ſhould ſtill have done it, rather 
than have confeſſed fo n a thing. 

As the farſt ſtep is now taken; I wiſh to make the beſt ule of 
it, by expreſſing to you the ſentiments of gratitude which I have, 

and ever ſhall retain, for your goodneſs to me, during my ftay 
at Paris. I wiſh it was in my power to tell you alſo, what I 
think of thoſe perfections, which diſtinguiſh your heart and your 
mind ſo eminently from all others; but this would carry me 
beyond the bounds of a letter, and is, indeed, more than I know 
how to expreſs. Mr. de Fontenelle might undertake this for me; 
for, to ſay the truth, I know that our opinions upon that ſub- 
je& coincide ; with this difference only, that he would expreſs 
thoſe ſentiments, with all that energy, delicacy, and elegancy, 
ſo peculiar to him, and fo very proper for the ſubje, . 

Permit me then, Madam, though deſtitute of all thoſe ad- 
vantages of mind, to aſſure you ſimply of the ſentiments of 

my heart; and of the eſteem, veneration, and reſpeAtul attach- 


ment, with which I ſhall always remain Yours, &c. 


P. 8. I am perſuaded that you will forgive my troubling you 
to make my compliments to Mr. de Fontenelle, 
1 * 2 LETTER 
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Londres, ce 1 Janvier, V. 8. 
| MADAME, „ 
E ne ſuis pas diſeur de bonne avanture, ains au contraire; 
car je vous annonce que ces quatre billets, que Jai choiſi 
avec tant dl attention, et que j eſtimois, Tun portant l'autre, a inte 
mille pieces au moins, ſe ſont aviſez d' etre tous blancs. 

Je ne me conſole de votre malheur que par les belles reflexions 
qu'il me fait faire, et par la morale utile que jen tire, pour le reſte 
de mes jours. — Oui! Je vois bien, a preſent, que toute la pru- 
dence humaine, les meſures les plus ſages, et les projets les mieux 
concertez ſont frivoles, ſi la fortune, cette Divinité inconſtante, 
biſarre et feminine, n'eſt pas d'humeur à les favoriſer. Car que 
pouvoit- on faire de plus que I, na fait, et qu' en Pouvoit-il arri- 
ver de moins? dey e | 

Se donnera-t'on, apres cola. * mouvement, formera-t' on des 
plans, et Sinquictera-t'on, pour les choſes de ce monde? T'oſe 
dire, que ſi ces reflexions, auſſi judicieuſes que nouvelles, font la 
meme impreſſion ſur votre eſprit qu'elles ont fait ſur le mien, elles 
vous vaudront plus, que tout ce que vous auriez pi gagher dans 
la lotterie. | 

Vous tes bien querelleuſe, Madame; juſqu'à m' accorder un 
talent, que je nai pas, pour pouvoir, apeds, me reprocher de 
ne le pas emploier avec vous; et je m'Epuiſe, dites vous, en 
bon ton, avec Madame de Monconſeil. Quelle accuſation in- 
juſte, et denuce de toute vraiſemblance | Un Milord Anglois 
avec le bon ton] Ce ſont deux choſes abſolument contradic- 


toires ; ou pour m'expliquer plus clairement, et ſimplifier mon 
1 6 | idce ; 
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idee; ce ſont deux Etres heterogenes, dont Vexiftetice de Tun 
implique, n&ceffairement, la privation de l'autre. | 
Me voicy donc juſtifiè dans toutes les formes de la logique; et 
fi vous n'en Ctes pas contente, Madame de Monconſeil, qui a en 
main mes pieces juſtificatives, pourra vous en convaincre. Au 
reſte; ſi Jen poſſedois tant ſoit peu, ce nouvel an me fournitoit 
une belle occaſion de V<taler.” Et quoique depuis plus de einq 
mille ans, toute la terre ait traité ce ſujet; je vous dirois quelque | 
choſe de nouveau, de galant, et d'obſcur, dont on ne seſt jamais 
aviſè auparavant: votre merite, et les ſentimens de mon cœur, y 
feroient alembiquez, juſqu'a la plus fine quinteſſence. 


TRANSLATION. 
London, January the 1ſt, O. 8. 
' MADAM, ; | 2 
FT HAVE no ſkill in fortune- telling; for, I muſt acquaint 
you, that the four lottery tickets I had choſen with ſo much 
care, and valued one with another at the rate of (at leaſt) twenty 
thouſand pounds, are all come out blanks. | 
My only conſolation in this misfortune is, the fine reflections 
which it occaſions, and the moſt uſeful Moral drawn from it, for 
the reſt of my days. Now, I plainly ſee that all human prudence, 
the wiſeſt projects, and the beſt concerted ſchemes, are vain and 
frivolous; if Fortune, that capricious, inconſtant, and feminine 
| Deity, is not diſpoſed to favour them: for what more could 
have been done, than I did, and what leſs could have happened ? 
Aſter ſuch a reverſe ; ſhall we ever take pains, form projects, or 
be uneaſy concerning, worldly events? I will venture to lay, that 
if ſuch reflections, equally judicious as new, make the ſame im- 
preſſion upon your mind, that they. do upon mine, they will be 


more valuable, than all you could have won in the Lottery. 
| Surely, 
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Baurely, Madam, you muſt have a great inclination to quarrel, 

ſince you allow me to be in poſſeſſion of a talent which I really 
have not; in order to reproach me with not availing myſelf of 
it towards you, while, ſay you, « I exhauſt that talent of ſaying 
© apreeable things in favour of Madame de Monconſeil. What an 
- unjuſt accuſation, and how void of all probability! An Engliſh 
Lord, and ſay things in "faſhionable French phraſes ! . This is 
quite contradiQtory ; or to explain myſelf more clearly, and to 
ſimplify my idea; I muſt anſwer, that they are two heterogeneous 
Beings ; the exiſtence of the one neceſſarily implying the non- 
exiſtence of the other, 

Now I think my zünden complete, according to all the 
rules of logic; but if that does not ſuffice, Madame de Moncon- 
ſeil has it in her power to convince you, by producing my letters. 
Was I poſſeſſed of the talent you ſuppoſe, the New-year 
would be a proper occaſion to diſplay it; and, although that 
ſubject has been treated by the whole world for above five 
thouſand years, yet I ſhould then ſay ſomething new, gallant, and 
unintelligible, which never before was thought of, Your merit, 
and the ſentiments of my heart, would then be diſtilled to the 

moſt refined quinteſſence, 


— 


E N E Ni 


A Londres, ce 9“ Fevrier, O. 8. 


DIE U | donc toute coquetterie, de part et dautre, et vive la 
vraie et ſolide amitic | Heureux ceux qui peuvent s' at- 
tendre: c'eſt le gros lot, dans la lotterie du monde, contre lequel 
il y a des millions de billets blancs. 
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| 8 in pouvoit y avoir quelque choſe de flatteur dans mon amitic : 
je dirois, que nous pourrions nous flatter que la nòtre ſeroit (gale- 
ment vraie et durable; puiſqu'elle eſt A Vabri'de tous ces petits 
incidens, qui brouillent la plüpart des autres. D'abord nous 
ſommes de different ſexe, article aſſez important; et qui nous ga- 
rantit de ces defiances et de ces rivalitez, ſur les objets les plus ſenſi- 
bles, et contre leſquels la plus belle amitic du monde ne tient point. 
En ſecond lieu; il n'entre point d'amour dans notre fait; qui, 
quoique, a la verite, il donne un grand feu 4 Vamitie, pendant un 
certain tems, la flamme de l'un venant 4 s'teindre, on voit 
bientdt les cendres de autre. Et enfin (ce qui me regarde 
uniquement) nous ne nous voions pas trop. Vous ne me con- 
noifſez que par mon bon cdte; et vous ne voiez pas ces 
moments de langueur, d'humeur, et de chagrin, qui cau- 
ſent, fi ſouvent, le degout ou le repentir des liaiſons, qu'on 
a forme, et qui font, qu'on ſe dit a ſoi- meme; L'auroit-on 
cri ? Qui l'auroit dit? Comme on peut: ſe tromper aux dehors? 
Et la perſpective, dans laquelle vous me voiez, .m'eft ſi favorable, 
qu'elle me conſole un peu della lontananza, ou je ſuis oblige de 
vous chercher. 5 156 
ne caillette, a beaux ſentimens, critiqueroit impitoiablement 
ceux ci comme tres indelicats ; mais en ſont-ils moins naturels 
pour cela? Et ne ſommes nous pas, pour la plupart, redevables 
de nos vertus 4 des ſituations et des circonftances un peu fortuites ? 
Au moins Jai afſez d'humilite pour le croire ; et (ſi je voulois dire 
toute la veritẽ) aſſeʒ dexperience, de moi-meme, pour le {gavoir. 
En tous cas; tel que je ſuis, je vous ſuis acquis, et vous VOICZ 
que je ſuis de trop bonne foi pour vous ſurfaire dans le prix de Fac- 
quiſition, que vous avez faite. | a BE | 
Vous avez beau faire les honneurs de yotre pais, et defavouer 
1 4 G | votre 
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votre propricte excluſive des Graces; il faut canvenir, pourtant, 
que la France eſt leur ſcjour, ou pliitot leur pais natal. Si elles 
pouvoient ſe facher contre vous, dont il y a peu d'apparence 
elles ſerojent piquees, au point de vous quitter, de ce que vous les 
envoiez promener dans un pals, ou elles ne connoiſſent, ni ne ſont 
eonnues de perſonne : et ſi par hafard je les connoiſſois, ce ne ſe- 
roit que pour les avoir vites ſi ſouvent, chez vous. | 
Il eft bien fur que les Graces ſont un don de la nature, qu'on ne 
peut pas acquerir ; Vart en peut relever Feclat, mais il faut que la 
nature aie donne le fond. On voit cela en tout. Combien de gens 
ne danſent-ils pas parfaitement bien, mais fans grace; comme il 
y en a qui danſent tres mal avec beaucoup: combien trouve-t'-on, 
d'eſprits vigoureux et delicats, qui inſtruits et ornes par tout ce que 
Fart et Vetude peuvent faire, ne plaiſent pourtant guere, faute 
de ces graces naturelles, qui ne $'acquierent point: chaque pais a 
ſes talens, auſh bien que ſes fruits et ſes denrtes particulieres. 
Nous penſons crewx, et nous aprofondiſſons; les Italiens penſent 
haut, et ſe perdent dans les nues : vous tenez le milieu; on vous 
voit, on vous ſuit, on vous aime. | 
Servez vous, Madame, de tout ce que cet eſprit et ces graces, 
que je vous connois, peuvent faire en ma faveur, et dites, je vous en 
ſupplie, tout ce quielles vous ſuggereront, a Monfieur de Matignon, 
de ma part. Mon cœur ne vous deſavoucra pas: ſur tout ce que 
vous pourrez lui dire de plus fort, à propos du mariage de Made- 
moiſelle ſa fille: mais ne vous bornez pas à ce ſeul article, car il 
n'y en a pas un, au monde, qui peut le regarder, auquel je ne 
prendrois pas ègalement part. Ce ſeroit abuſer de ſa bonte que de 
lui ecrire moi- meme: une meſſagere comme vous me fera bien 
plus d' honneur, et a lui plus de plaiſir. 


Adieu, Madame. Je rougis de la longueur de ma leure. 


TRANS: 
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TRANSLATION. 


London, February the gth, O. 8. 
DIE U then to all NY on both ſides, and proſperity 
to real and ſolid friendſhip | In this lottery of the world, 
happy are thoſe who can obtain that greateſt prize, to which 
there are millions of blanks. If any thing could be pleaſing 
in my friendſhip, I would urge that we have reaſon to flatter 
ourſelves, that with us, friendſhip may be equally true and per- 
manent, ſince ours will be unattended by all thoſe little incidents, 
which are the bane of others. We are of different ſexes; an 
important article, and ſuch a one as prevents thoſe ſuſpicions, and 
ſentiments of rivalſhip, which the fineſt friendſhips that ever were 
formed, cannot withſtand, Secondly, we are free from” love, 
which, although it may, during a time, add warmth to friend- 
ſhip ; yet, when the flames of the one begin to extinguiſh, . you 
ſoon perceive the aſhes of the other. And laſtly (but this relates 
only to myſelf) we do not ſee one another too frequently. You 
view me in the beſt light, and do not perceive thoſe moments of 
languor, caprice, or ill- humour, which are fo generally the 
occaſion of diſlike, cauſe us to repent of the connections we 
have formed, and are the motives that occaſion our ſaying, 
Who would have thought it? Who could have imagined it? 
How one may be deceived by outward appearances ! The diſtant 
point from which you view me, is ſo very favourable, that it 
affords me ſome conſolation for * under the neceſſity of 
remaining ſo far from you. 
A trifling woman, with pretenſions to refined ſentiments, would 


criticiſe theſe unmercifully, as very indelicate, but are they the 
$03 lefs 
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leſs natural? And are not moſt of us beholden, for our virtue, to 
particular circumſtances, or to accidental cauſes ? As for me, I 
have humility to own, and (were I to tell the whole truth) ſelf. 
experience to confirm it. At all events, ſuch as I am, you may 
diſpoſe of me ; and you fee I am too ingenuous to deceive you, 
by cabraciag. the merits of the perſon who is entirely yours. 

It is in vain you ftrive to do the honours of your country, by 
diſavowing your exclufive right to the Graces ; for it muſt be 
confeſſed that France is their abode, or rather their native country. 
It is highly improbable that they can be angry with you; but 
were that poſſible, they. would be provoked to leave you, as a 
puniſhment for ſending them a rambling, into a country where 
they neither know, nor are known by any mortal. If, by chance, 
I had any knowledge of thoſe Goddeſſes, it could only be from 
having ſeen them ſo frequently with you. It is true that the 
Graces cannot be acquired; art may add to their luſtre, but na- 
ture muſt have given them. It is the ſame in every thing. How 
many people are there who dance exceedingly well, but ungrace- 
fully; and what numbers who dance very ill, and yet gracefully ! 
Do we not ſee frequently, people with great and good ſenſe ; 
who, though inſtructed and adorned by knowledge and udy, 
yet never can pleaſe, for want of thoſe natural Graces, not to 
be acquired ? 

Every country has talents peculiar to it, as well as fruits, or 
other natural productions, - We here think deeply, and fathom 
to the very bottom. Italian thoughts are ſublime, to a degree 
beyond all comprehenſion, You keep the middle path, and are 
conſequently ſeen, followed, and beloved, 

I beg of you, Madam, make uſe of all that fenſe, and thoſe 
Graces, which I know you to be n of, in my favour, by 
telling 
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telling Mr. de Matignon, whatever they may inſpire you, from me. 
The moſt friendly things you can ſay to him upon the marriage of 
his daughter, will beſt explain the ſentiments of my heart. But 


do not confine yourſelf to that circumſtance alone, for there is 
no event whatever, that concerns him, in which I ſhould not 


take an equal ſhare. To write myſelf to Mr. de Matignon would 
be incroaching upon his goodneſs ; ſuch a meſſenger as you, muſt 
be more honourable to me, and more pleaſing to him. 

Adieu, Madam: I am aſhamed of the length of this letter. 


— 
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Theſe Lines are inſerted, in order to introduce the following Letter with 


greater propriety. 


— 


3 * 2 — 


To the EARL of CEST ERTIEI D, Auguſt the 7th, 1763. 


Eclin'd beneath thy ſhade, Blackheath! 
From politics and ſtrife apart, 

His temples twin'd with laurel-wreath ; 
And virtues ſmiling at his heart : 


Will CazsTzRFIELD the Muſe allow 
To break upon his ſtill retreat ? 

To view, if health ſtill ſmooths his brow, 
And prints his grove with willing feet ? 


"Twas this awak'd the preſent theme, 
And bade it reach thy diſtant ear, 

Where, if no rays of genius beam, 
Sincerity at leaſt is there, 


May pale diſeaſe fly far aloof 
O'er venal domes its flag diſplay, 
And health beneath thy peaceful roof, 


Add luſtre to thine evening ray. 


If this my fervent wiſh be cd. 
I'll dreſs with flow'rs Hygeia's ſhrine ; 
Nor thou with wiſdom's chaplet bound, 
At any abſent gift repine. TRE? | 
= What 
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What tho thou doſt not grace a throne, 
While ſubjects bend the ſupple knee; 
No other King the Muſes own, 


And ſcience lifts her eye to thee. 


Tho' deafneſs, by a doom ſevere, 


Steals from thy ear the murm'ring rill, 
And Philomel's delightful air; 


Ev'n deem not this a partial ill. 


Ah! if anew thine ear was ftrung, 
Awake to ev'ry voice around, 


Thy praiſes by the many ſung, 
Wou'd ſtun thee with the choral ſound. 


EDWARD JERNINGHAM, 


LETTER 


MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. 


To EpwarD Jsxn1NGHam, Eſquire, 


Publiſhed at the particular deſire of at Gentleman, 


Blackheath, Au f the 12th, 1763. 
81 R, ail 7 


Do not know whether I can, with decency, acknowledge the 

favour of your poetical letter of the 7th. But Men, as well as 
Women, are very apt to break through decency, when defire is 
very ſtrong, as. mine, I aſſure you, is, to thank you for it. Could 
I give you as good as you. bring, my thanks ſhould be conveyed 
to you in rhyme and metre : but the Muſes, who never were very 
propitious to me when I was young, would now laugh at, and be 
as deaf as I am, to the invocation of a ſeptuagenary invalid. Accept 
then my humbleſt thanks, in humble proſe, for your very good 
verſes, upon a very indifferent ſubje& ; which, ſhould you be re- 
proached with, you may very juſtly make the ſame anſwer that 
your predeceſſor, Waller, did to King Charles, after the Reſtora- 
tion: the King accuſed him of having made finer verſes in praiſe 
of Oliver Cromwell, than of himſelf ; to which he agreed, ſaying, 
that Fiction was the ſoul of Poetry. Am I not generous to help 
you out of this ſcrape, at my own expence? I am ſenſible, that, 
before I end this letter, I ought to ſhow ſome common- place 
modeſty at leaſt ; and proteſt to you that I am aſhamed, con- 
founded, and in a manner annihilated, by the praiſes you moſt 
undeſervedly beſtow upon me; but I will not, becauſe, if I did, 
T ſhould lie confoundedly ; ; for every human creature has vanity, 
and perhaps I have full as much as another. The only difference is, 
that ſome people diſown any, and others avow it ; whereas I have 
truth and impudence enough to ſay, tu m adult ma tu mi piaci. 


C What 
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What am I to ſuppoſe that you are now doing in Norfolk' ? 
Seribere quod Caſii Parmenſis opuſcula vincat, 
As ſyloas inter et montes reptare ſalubres. 
If you ſtray among the hills, vales, and purling ſtreams, it is to 
make your court to the Muſes, who have long had ſuch an affec- 
tion for you, that (I will anſwer for it) they will meet you wherever 
you pleaſe to appoint them. If to thoſe nine ideal Ladies you 
add a tenth, of real good country fleſh and blood, I cannot help it; 
but God forbid that 1 ſhould adviſe it. In all events, I believe 
you would be equal to the ten, | 
I am, with equal truth and elipern, 
"I 
Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


P. 8. I deſire my reſpects to Lady Nannen, But not one 
word of the tenth Muſe. 


. 
To Docrox Mos Ev. 


Publiſked with his conſerit and approbation. y 


Bath, December the 23d, 1767. 
DEAR DOCTOR, 


"OUR friend and my Governor, Mr. W , told me that he 
had received a letter from you, with your Try inquiries after 
my health; but, at the ſame time, ſaid that I might e en anſwer 
it myſelf; for how the devil ſhould he know how I did, fo well 
as I myſelf did? I thought that there was reaſon in what he faid ; 
ſo take the account of myſelf from myſelf, as follows, When I 
Tos. 1h - 4 H firſt 
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firſt came here, which was juſt fix weeks ago, I was very weak 
of my legs, and am fo ſtill. A fortnight ago I had a little return 
of my fever, which Doctor Moiſy called only a Febricula; for 
which he preſcribed phlebotomy, and, of courſe, the faline 
draughts. The phlebotomy did me good, and the ſaline draughts 
did me no harm; which is all I aſk of any medicine, or any 
medicus. My general ſlate of health has, ever ſince that, been 
as good as, at my age, I can hope for; that is, I have a good 
appetite, a good digeſtion, and good ſleep. You will, perhaps, 
aſk me what more I would have? I anſwer, that I would have 
a great deal more, if I could ; I would have the free uſe of my 
legs, and of all my members. But that, I know, is paſt praying 
for. Perhaps you may be in the ſame caſe, Who have you 
quarrelled with, or who have you been reconciled to lately ? 
The houſe of G „or the houſe of M ? And where are 
you now ; in Norfolk or Monmouthſhire ? Wherever you' are, I 
hope you are vaſtly well; for I am, very ſincerely, 
Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


— 


. 


To Docro Mos v. 


Publiſhed with his conſent and approbation. 


RAY, dear Doctor, why muſt I not write to you ? Do you 
gentlemen of the faculty, pretend to monopolize writing in 

your preſcriptions or proſcriptions? I will write, and thank you for 
your kind letters; and my writing ſhall do no hurt to any perſon 
living or dying: let the Faculty ſay as much of theirs, if they can. 
5 I am 
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I am very | ſorry to find that you have not been vaſily well of 
late; but it is vaſtly to the honour of your ſkill to have en- 
countered and ſubdued almoſt all the ills of Pandora's Box. As 
you. are now got to the bottom of it, I truſt that you have found 
Hope; which is what we all live upon, much more than upon 
Enjoyment ; and without which we ſhould be, from our boaſted 
Reaſon, the moſt miſerable animals of the Creation. I do not 
think that a Phyſician ſhould be admitted into the College, till 
he could bring proofs of his having cured, in his own perſon, at | 
leaſt four incurable diſtempers. In the old days of laudable and 
rational Chivalry, a Knight could not even preſent himſelf to the 
adorable object of his affections, till he had been unhorſed, 
knocked down, and had two or three ſpears or lances in his 
body; but, indeed, he muſt be conqueror at laſt, as you have 
been. I do not know your Goddeſs Venus or Vana, nor ever 
heared of her ; but if ſhe is really a Goddeſs, I muſt know her as 
ſoon as ever I ſee her walk into the rooms; for, vera inceſſu 
patuit Dea. It is for her ſake, I preſume, that you now make 
yourſelf a year younger than you are; for laſt year you and I were 
exactly of an age, and now I am turned of ſeventy-three. As 
to my body natural, it is as you ſaw it laſt; it labours under no 
particular diſtemper but one, which may very properly be called 
Chronical, for it is Xęovos itſelf, that daily ſteals away ſome part 
of myſelf. But, I bear with philoſophy, theſe gradual depre- 
dations upon myſelf; and well know, that levius fir patientid 
quicquid corrigere eft nefas. And ſo good night, dear Doctor. 


Bath, November 26th, 1766. 
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From the Earl of Cnzernartety to Sir TroMas Rovinson 
of Chelſea. 


Publiſhed at the particular deſire of that Gentleman. 


Sth; November 17th, 1757. 
81 R, | 


OUR letters always vive me. ae and information; but 
your laſt gave me ſomething more, for it ſhowed me that 
you was recovered from that illneſs, which the fears of Mr. Walſh, 
junior, had magnified into a dangerous one. I did not like your 
being ſent to Hampſtead for the air; that ſounded very like Ken- 
fington Gravel-pits. I am ſure I need not tell you the part I take 
in your recovery, 

As to General ——s affairs, my opinion is fixed; and I am 
very ſure, that nothing will appear upon this examination to make 
me alter it, There is a myſtery in it; and wherever there is a 
myſtery, I have done; I reſpect, but never reaſon. The Ode upon 
that expedition is written by a maſter, whoever it is : the author of 
the verſes upon the ſcull, is certainly a Poet, though he has ſpun 
out his matter too fine; half the length would have been much 
better, I cannot imagine why the Grub upen the Comet was laid 
at my door: but people have long thrown out their wit and hu- 
mour under my name, by way of trial ; if it takes, the true father 
owns his child; .if it does not, the foundling is mine. 

I take it for granted, that the King of Pruſſia's victory engroſſes 
the thoughts of all your great politicians in town, and gives you 
what you call great ſpirits : he has ſhown his abilities in it, which 
I never doubted of; but then — nothing, only that there are 
now ſeven or eight thouſand of the human ſpecies leſs than there 
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_ were a month ago. France will ſend double that number imme- 
_ diately, and the match will be as unequal as it was before; ſince 
all Europe is ſtill.combined againſt him; I will not ſay, and ws, 
becauſe I think it would be impudent for ws, now, to reckon our- 
ſelves among the Powers of Europe; I might as well reckon myſelf 
among the living, who only crawl upon the earth from day to day, 
exhibiting a ſhattered carcaſe, and a weakened mind. 
Though theſe waters always do me ſome good, it is merely 
temporary; but they do by no means regenerate me. I grow deafer 
and deafer, conſequently, duller and duller ; and therefore, for 
your fake, I will put an end to this dull letter; and aſſure you, 
with all the truth of a man who has no invention, that I am, 
| ' Your moſt faithful, humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


LS TY T's 


From Lord CHESTERFIEID to Sir T. Ron I NOx. 


Publiſhed at the particular deſire of that Gentleman. 


SIR, 


Always thought myſelf much obliged to you for your letters 
from Yorkſhire, while you was in the hurry both of buſineſs 
and pleaſure ; your land-ſteward, your tenants, and your agree- 
able country neighbours, employing your whole day in pleaſure 
and profit: but I think myſelf ſtill more obliged to you for 
your laſt letter, from your Monaſtic retreat in the midſt of Ra- 
nelagh garden; the place in the world the beſt calculated for 


3 | ſer ious 


Bath, December zd, 1765. 
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| ſerious reflections upon the vanities of- this world, and the hopes 


of a better. There you may enjoy a philoſophical and religi- 
ous ſolitude, uninterrupted 3 except, now and then, by the roll- 


ing of coaches, the ſound of forty inſtruments of muſic, and 


the much ſhriller ſound of the tongues of about two thouſand 
women. This is being a Chartreux indeed; and, in addreſſing 
myſelf to you, I will take care to mix no levity in my letter ; 
but confine myſelf to grave and moral reflections. For inſtance ; 
ſee the dire effects of paſſion, or brandy, or both, in the caſe of 
Mr. „ Whoſe uſual tranquillity and immobility have been 
tranſported to the moſt violent exceſſes, of affault and battery, even 
upon the wife of his body; whom, I really believe, he never 
aſſaulted with ſo much ſpirit before; and, if he gets the reputa- 
tion of madneſs, he will rather be a gainer by it ; for nobody ever 
thought it could have happened to him. We have here a great 
many great folks, and a great many fine folks : the former 
met in Council, to conſider how they ſhould beſt ſerve their 
country in the approaching ſeſſion : that being their only view: 
and the latter, I mean the Ladies, in the intention of ſerving 


themſelves, or of being ſerved right enough by others. But all 


theſe are diſperſed, or diſperſing, now ; and, I believe, I ſhall 


follow their example ſoon, and take myſelf away from hence to 
London ; where I am too material a part of the buſy, as well 
as of the gallant world, to be longer abſent. But, whatever I 
am, and wherever I am, I am, very truly, 
Sir, 
Your very faithful, humble Servant, 
CuxsTERTIELp. 


THE E N D. 


EB &.TA 
VOLUME FIRST. 


Page 1, line laſt, for conſte, read cenſce. 
46, 9, for Albanians, read Albans. 
55, 16, for quia uroit, read qui auroit, 
104, 4, for thouſand, read hundred. 
109, 23, for with, read the, 


VN. B. The Tranſlation of Mr. de Monteſquieu's Chapter upon Edueation, Volume 
the ſecond, Page 26th, is copied from Mr. Nugent's Tranſlation of P Eſprit de Loix. 
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